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May 3, 2020 Why we argue 
 

[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 

Been in a fuss lately? 

Maybe it was with your spouse or kids. Could’ve been a co-worker or neighbor. Maybe 

even someone at church. 

It doesn’t really matter what it was about, or who the person was, but I can predict a 

couple of things: One, it was unpleasant, and two, somebody was being selfish. Those 

two facts are amazingly consistent. 

Something pretty bad was going on in the church James was writing to, and he gives 

us several hints. I think you’ll agree with me that some things haven’t changed at all 

since James wrote these words two thousand years ago: 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your pas-

sions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and 

cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You 

ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions (James 

4:1-3). 

Those of you who are married know what it’s like to argue, at least occasionally. If 

you’ve got a sibling, you’ve been in a few dozen (or hundred?). If you’ve got more 

than one kid, you’ve refereed a quarrel or two. If you’ve ever had a job or interacted 

with other human beings closely, you’ve had a disagreement. 

In other words, if you’re alive you know what James is talking about. 

But it’s interesting to hear what he says about the cause of quarrels. It’s usually not 

just a difference of opinion, and often it’s not about right and wrong. 

It’s about the sinful stuff inside of us. It’s about selfishness and lust and covetousness. 

It’s about the fact that we like to get what we want. 

So let’s pray about this. Ask God to remove your selfishness. Ask him to use your de-

sires to seek him, not things that hurt you and others. 

We can’t fix other people, and it’s frustrating and futile even to try—even (especially?) 

on Facebook or Twitter. But we can submit to God as he works on our flaws. Letting 

him work on our selfishness will help all of our relationships go more smoothly. 

—Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom today. The 2-
4-year-olds will meet from 3:00-
3:30pm, and they will need paper, 
pencil, ruler, scissors, and tape.  
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade will 
meet from 3:30-4:00pm, and they will 
need paper, pencil, ribbon/yarn, 
markers, and scissors. Please check 
your emails for instructions on how to 
join the classes. 
 
KidSing is at 4:30pm today. 

 
 

Family News 
 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we will 
have only online services for now. Our 
Wednesday class will be at 7:00pm, 
and our Sunday AM worship service 
will be at 10:00am. On Sunday, Chuck 
will present a lesson, and we will sing 
and pray together. We will also have 
the Lord’s Supper during this period of 
worship.  
 
We have communion sets that you can 
pick up at the building.  
 
For those of you who are in a high-risk 
category, we have many people in our 
church who have already volunteered 
to do essential things for you—get gro-
ceries, run to the pharmacy or bank, 
etc. You can contact Chuck on his cell 
(205-586-5610) or email 
(chuck.preacher@gmail.com), Kyle on 
his cell (205-792-5922) or email 
(kwadley@hoovercoc.org), or Jean on 
the church office phone (205-822-
5610) or email 
(jtroughton@hoovercoc.org). 
 
Please continue to make your contribu-
tion to the church. You can either mail 
your check (3248 Lorna Road, Hoover, 
AL 35216), or give online (https://
hooverchurchofchrist.elexiopulse.com/
default.aspx). 
 

 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday Morning 

 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Jeff Mathews 
 
Opening Prayer: Darrell Smith 
  
Communion: Eddie Sankey 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Phillip Searcy 
 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs: 
Carl Logan 
 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 8 of our reading, so the study this 
week is on the biblical idea of Hell. This 
is pages 101-116 of the One Word de-
votional book. 
 
Sunday, May 3: Acts 16:1-15; Judges 2-
3; Job 34  
 
Monday, May 4: Acts 16:16-40; Judges 
4-5; Job 35 
 
Tuesday, May 5: Acts 17:1-15; Judges 
6; Job 36 
 
Wednesday, May 6: Acts 17:16-34; 
Judges 7-8; Job 37 
 
Thursday, May 7: Acts 18; Judges 9; Job 
38 
 
Friday, May 8: Acts 19:1-20; Judges 
10:1-11:33; Job 39 
 
Saturday, May 9: Acts 19:21-41; Judges 
11:34-12:15; Job 40 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
Jim & Virgie Banks       May 4 
Sam & Ashley Goff       May 4 
Bill & Gail Powell       May 5 
Jonathan &  Suzanna Weimer      May 6 
Jeff & Rachel Mathews       May 7 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Hartley Bedgood       May 3 
Clarke Henry        May 3 
C.T. Dodd        May 7 
Brenda Warren        May 8 

 
 

Faith in Action 
 
Alana Lamar and Leah Covington are 
coordinating our Faith in Action for this 
month. This will consist of writing cards 
and letters of encouragement and thanks 
to Foster Parents and Social Workers. 
These people work very hard and espe-
cially in this unprecedented time—they 
will appreciate receiving caring thoughts 
from you. Also, your children will enjoy 
helping you with this project. For those 
who choose to participate in this, you 
can turn these in with one of the follow-
ing options: 1) Drop them off at the 
church building or mail them to the 
church building but be sure to indicate 
that it is for this Faith in Action project. 
2) Mail them to Alana Lamar or Leah 
Covington. Our addresses are: Alana La-
mar: 439 Cambrian Ridge Trail, Pelham, 
AL 35124; Leah Covington: 109 Mallard 
Pointe Dr., Pelham, AL 35124. 3) Contact 
Alana Lamar at (850) 218-6522 or Leah 
Covington at (205) 267-9644 and we will 
make arrangements to pick them up 
from you. Please turn in your notes/
letters by Wednesday, May 6. If you have 
any questions, please contact Alana or 
Leah. 
 
 
“To enter heaven is to become more hu-
man than you ever succeeded in being 
on earth; to enter hell is to be banished 
from humanity.” 

—C.S Lewis, The Problem of Pain 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy 
Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Mike 
Hooper, Geraldine Washington, Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washington, 
and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Mi-
chael Morns (Nikesha Fantroy’s uncle), 
Lavorisa Washington, Jr.’s wife, and child 
(Sarah Washington’s nephew), Donald 
Wright (Sarah Washington’s cousin), 
Pervy Tanksley (Joel Abbott’s assistant’s 
father), Dr. Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s 
friend), Susie Eckert (Cory Covington’s 
friend), and Gy Elly (young man from Tan-
zania). 
 
Iesha Gagakuma is recovering at home 
from surgery and is feeling fine. 
 
Jonathan Weimer is recovering from back 
surgery and is doing well. 
 
Geraldine Washington has various health 
issues and suffers from a lot of pain. 
 
Terry Marlowe, Jim and Christy Reece’s 
friend, is progressing well after having 
extensive surgery. She has a long recov-
ery ahead. 
 
Cally Nichols, who is only a year old and 
is Paul and Karen Kirby’s friend’s grand-
daughter, had a hip dysplasia surgery and 
is in a body cast. 
 
Donna Wimberly, Lajuana Logan’s sister-
in-law, is getting stronger and is able to 
walk short distances without her walker. 
She is still undergoing physical therapy. 
 
Virginia Aultman, Sid Aultman’s mother, 
is recovering from a stroke. 
 
Wayne Handley, Marc Handley’s dad, has 
been diagnosed with Lymphoma. 
 
John Beard, Jason McKeown’s friend, is 
suffering with medical problems. 
 
Brian Shaw, Tiffany Roberts’ friend, is 
undergoing chemo treatments for blad-
der cancer. 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
April 26, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: - 
Worship AM: - 
Worship PM: - 
Wednesday PM: - 
 
Contribution: $16,634.55 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $15,227.19 
Contribution to Date: $258,862.16 

 

  
                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 1:17-18 
 
“For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
preach the gospel, and not with words of elo-
quent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emp-
tied of its power. For the word of the cross is 
folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.” 
 

Never Alone  
 

It’s interesting to me that we remember 
where we were and what we were doing 
when certain things happened in the world. I 
was at home the morning that the news 
broke about the elementary school shooting 
in Newtown, CT. It overwhelmed me in so 
many ways as I looked at my little preschool-
er and thought about the demonic evil that 
could cause a person to carry out such a dark 
purpose. And I remember hearing the song, 
“Never Alone,” for the first time that day.  
Here’s an excerpt: 
 

I waited for you today 
But you didn’t show 

No No No 
I needed you today 

So where did you go 
 

You told me to call 
Said you’d be there 

And though I haven’t seen you 
Are you still there 

 
[Chorus] 

I cried out with no reply  
And I can’t feel you by my side 

So, I’ll hold tight to what I know 
You’re here and I’m never alone. 

 
When I heard the haunting sound of these 
words set to music, I burst out crying . . . be-
cause in the moment, I wondered where God 
was on that day. I heard those words, “I can’t 
feel you by my side . . .” and I thought, 
“that’s how I feel a lot of the time.” 
I was hard on myself for having those 
thoughts and doubts, but it seems like the 
answers often come when we are broken 
and figuratively (or literally) lying on the floor 
grasping for and crying out to God for help.  
But what I love about God is the light that He 
brings to the darkness that exists in our 
world. And I love the hope that comes from 
the realization that He walks with us through 
heartbreak and tragedy. We read in Acts 17 
that God’s hope for the world is “. . . that 
they should seek God, and perhaps feel their 
way toward him and find him. Yet he is actu-
ally not far from each one of us.”   
Our God dwells in details that we often over-
look. His presence, while sometimes unas-
suming in the moment, is obvious and over-
whelming as we look back at how He carried 
us during our weakest points. After all, His 
“power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Co-
rinthians 12:8). It helps me to be reminded 
that we really are never alone. 
—Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

Is hell for real?* 
(Revelation 22:14-21 and other texts) 

 
TBH, I’ve got problems with this, don’t you? 
 
 
 
What _______________________ actually said about hell. 
 
 
 
What ________________________________ actually said. 
 
 
 
Some __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*A source that helped me in my preparation was Erasing 
Hell by Francis Chan and Preston Sprinkle. 

Zoom Meeting Sunday Night at 5:00  
(some thought questions below) 

 
We’ve enjoyed getting together the last few Sunday evenings on Zoom! We’ll 
do it again tonight, so please join us. 
We’ll open the Zoom room at about 4:45, so it you want to join a little early, 
we’ll have some time to catch up. The meeting will officially start at 5:00 for 
anyone from our church who wants to join in. 
You’ll receive an email with instructions about how to join the meeting. 
We hope that this will be an interactive time where you can ask questions or 
make comments if you wish (or you can just listen/watch—whatever you pre-
fer). Please plan to be with us. 
Things to think about 
If you have time, reflect on some of these questions . . . We’ll give you a chance 
to share your thoughts Sunday evening if you want to: 
From Wednesday evening (The God who answers by fire, 1 Kings 18): 
- A syncretism is “the amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different 
religions, cultures, or schools of thought.” How was Israel guilty of that? How 
are we tempted to do something similar? 
- What was the main point of the confrontation between God and Baal in 1 
Kings 18? 
- What are some ways that we can apply 1 Kings 18 to our experiences and 
struggles? 
From Sunday morning (Is hell for real?, Revelation 22:14-21 and other texts): 
- Do you struggle with the idea that God sends people to hell? Why? 
- How does our experience within western culture (and its aversion to judg-
ment-type concepts) affect the way we think about hell? 
- Some of us grew up in “hell, fire, and brimstone” churches. How do those 
experiences cause us to think about hell? Do we sometimes let the pendulum 
swing too far in the other direction? 
- How should hell factor into our attempts to persuade non-Christians to con-
sider believing in Jesus? 
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