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January 19, 2020 Unstained 

We live in the world, and it’s hard to keep it from rubbing off on us. Sometimes it’s  
tempting just to escape it, isn’t it? Move to the proverbial deserted island or to a rural  
mountain in Tibet. Some believers in church history tried that route, retreating to caves,  
deserts, or monasteries, but it didn’t always work well. Tempting as it might be sometimes,  
God never called us to retreat from the world. 
 
So here we are. We live and work and play in it, all the while seeing daily reminders that  
it’s a pretty messed-up place. Immorality, violence, deceit, corruption . . . it’s everywhere.  
And in the middle of all that we hear commands like this one from James:  
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and  
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world (James 1:27). 
 
Keep yourself unstained from the world, he says. In the world, but not of the world, as  
it’s sometimes put (cf. John 15:19). 
 
That’s fairly easy to say, but difficult to practice. What do we do? 
 
An important part of the answer is awareness. We’ve got to recognize what’s going on. 
 
We’ve got to be able to see the sinful aspects of our culture. We need to ask ourselves  
daily: Are there any significant differences between me and my non-Christian friends? 
 
How are my values different from the world’s? 
 
Am I becoming more like Jesus and less like the world? 
 
The thing that makes it so tough is that the world stains us slowly, gradually, subtly. 
 
Perhaps you’ve heard the anecdote about boiling a frog. Put it in boiling water, and it’ll  
jump out. Put it in cold water and gradually heat it up, though, and the frog will be cooked  
to death. 
 
I’m not sure if that’s true of frogs, but I’m pretty sure it’s true of us. 
 
The world is all around us, and it affects us without our knowledge. We make small  
compromises, and over time they add up. Then one day we realize we’re changed. 
 
Let’s pray about this today. 
 
Ask the Lord to make you vigilant. Ask him to help you see the small changes the world is  
trying to make in your life. 
 
Ask him to work in you through his Spirit to transform you into what he wants you to be, in-
stead of allowing the world to conform you to its image. 
 
Christ’s blood leads us away from the polluting influence of the world. 
 
—Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Visitors, please join our Brothers’ 
Keepers after our morning worship 
service in the Fellowship Hall for a 
luncheon that has been prepared just 
for you. Unit 5 (the Gaithers) and 
Unit 6 (the Covingtons) will be 
hosting the lunch. 
 
The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments meets at 3:30pm. 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 
The Young at Heart will have their 
Game Night and Birthday Celebration 
at 5:30pm on Friday, January 24. The 
menu is Potato Soup, Vegetable 
Soup, Sandwiches, Crackers, and 
Drinks; the birthday cake will be pro-
vided. Please contact Virgie Banks 
with any questions. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, January 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food items needed this month 
are rice and baked beans. 
 
Mark your calendar on Saturday, 
February 8, for the Hoover Valentine 
Dinner. This is a 4-course meal with 
entertainment provided; the cost is 
$40.00 per couple. If you are interest-
ed in attending, please sign the sheet 
that is on the back rail in the auditori-
um. Your money needs to be given to 
Kyle Wadley or Kyle Bedgood by Sun-
day, January 26. 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

John & Karen Bowers       January 24 

Happy Birthday 
 
Wanda Still        January 19 
Jean Troughton        January 19 
Matthew Cicero        January 19 
Jason Blakemore       January 20 
Carmelita Caluag       January 22 
Pierce Judd        January 23 
Susan Pope                      January 24 

 
 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Drew Spivey 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Quincy Collins 
 
Communion: Joel Abbott 
 
Servers: 
Tracy Percer  Phillip Searcy 
Nolan Williams  Mervyn Prince 
Matthew Trousdale Marcus Harris 
Jonathan Weimer Kyle Percer 
 
Alternates: Jay Eiring / Greg Nobles 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
 
Closing Prayer: Stephen King 
 
Ushers: Grant Dalton / Will Spurlin 
 
Nursery, AM & PM: Michelle Judd 
 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Wes Blankenship 
 
Opening Prayer: Marc Handley 
 
Discussion Class:  
Chuck Webster / Donnie Winningham 
 
Communion:  
Matt Trousdale / Nathan Guill 
 
Closing Prayer: Corbin Holland 
 
Baptistery: Jean Troughton 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Melody Warbington 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  
Hope Handley / Caroline Williams 
 
Audio/Video: Wes Blankenship 
 
Facility Concerns:  
facilities@hoovercoc.org 
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Youth 
 
The Bible Bowl team placement test will 
be on Sunday, January 26, at 1:00pm.  
The test will cover Luke 1-14. 
 
The Lads to Leaders Workshops are 
listed below: 
• Sunday: TODAY! February 2, Febru-

ary 16, March 1, March 15, April 5 
(Puppets Only) 

        1:15-1:45: Speech 
      1:45-2:15: Song Leading/Songs of     

Praise 
         2:15-3:30: Bible Bowl 
         3:30-4:30: Puppets 

• Friday: March 6, March 13, March 
20, April 3 

       5:30-6:30: Bible Bowl 
       6:30-7:00: Dinner Provided 
       7:00-8:00: Puppets 
 

Can We Control the Weather? 
 
What kind of weather are you today? Are 
you sunny and bright? Are you partly 
cloudy? Or are you stormy with gusts of 
wind up to gale force? 
We actually have, or even create, our own 
weather. It’s mental weather, of course, 
but we tend to carry it around and exude 
it . . . which has an effect. 
Think about it. When people have frowns 
on their faces, walk with their shoulders 
slumped, look pretty gloomy, there’s this 
negative, cloudy, gloomy feeling that sur-
rounds them. It’s almost as if there’s a 
cloud over their heads. 
But when people have smiles on their fac-
es, talk with a joyous voice, laugh, there’s 
sunshine all around, and it spreads to oth-
ers. Others start laughing, feel lighter 
about themselves. The world looks sunny. 
Our mental weather can affect others. 
When we encourage others and strive to 
make peace, sunshine follows. When 
we’re critical and combative, storms fol-
low, and the cloud tends to get bigger and 
cover more area.  
Remember Jesus said to “let your light 
shine” (Matthew 5:16). It just takes the 
light of God, the light of Love, shining on 
all alike to change the weather from 
stormy to harmonious.  
—Marjorie Foerster Eddington 



  Carelines 
 

Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, and 
Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Joy Brooks, 
Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Darrell Smith, 
Hosea Dallas, Gale Jett, Virgie Banks, Sylvia 
Huffman, Sarah Washington, Nancy Harris, 
and Lynne Nichols. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Linda 
Trousdale (Matt Trousdale’s mom), Donna 
Dees (Ivy Dees’ mom), Geneva Alverson 
(Charles Gilbert’s aunt), Wyatt Spann (4-
year-old boy from Lajuana Logan’s 
hometown), and Clara Coulson (Mike & 
Carlene Hooper’s nephew’s premature ba-
by).   
 
Rex Anderson had a lumbar procedure, and 
he is doing well.  
 
We extend our condolences to Dakotah 
Weeks and his family upon the death of his 
cousin, Charles Harrell. Charles was only 17 
and had been diagnosed with Bacterial 
Meningitis.  
 
The results of Kaci Melton’s lumbar proce-
dure indicated that she does not have MS. 
Please pray that her symptoms will begin to 
improve. 
 
Sondra Moss is in therapy for several weeks 
after having knee replacement surgery; she 
is doing well. 
 
Dorothy McDonald, Felicia Arnold’s moth-
er, had a heart attack and will be seeing a 
cardiologist soon. 
 
Bernard Still, Doris Sankey’s brother, is in 
SICU at Baptist South in Montgomery after 
being in a car accident. Please pray for his 
healing. 
 
Carl Anderson, Sarah Washington’s cousin, 
has been waiting on a heart transplant. 
Please pray for him and his family. 
 
Sharon Lyons, Doris Sankey’s sister, is going 
through a difficult time.  
 
Eli Hairston attends Chelsea Middle School 
with Emily Hamm (daughter of Steve and 
Janet Hamm). He is still at Children’s Hospi-
tal and is being treated for a severe head 
injury. Please pray for his healing and for 
his family as well. 
 
 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
January 12, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: 222 
Worship AM: 350 
Worship PM: 189 
Wednesday PM: 208 

 
Contribution: $14,321.45  
Weekly Budget:  
Weekly Average: $19,770.36 
Contribution to Date: $39,540.72 

 
  

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

Religious Standards 
 
People today follow all kinds of religious 
standards and have all kinds of ideas about 
what God will and will not accept when it 
comes to beliefs, practices, and moral con-
duct. Some believe that if they live by the 
Sermon on the Mount or just the Golden 
Rule, they will be acceptable. Others think 
that as long as they are true to their own 
conscience, they will be acceptable. One lady 
was heard to say, “I don’t know much about 
the Bible, but I know what I believe.” There-
fore, “what I believe” was her standard. “I 
don’t see anything wrong with it” is the 
standard of many and that becomes the jus-
tification for a multiplicity of religious beliefs 
and practices.  
Political correctness and the constantly 
evolving preferences of contemporary cul-
ture serve as the standard for many, be it to 
justify same sex marriage, so-called gender 
equality in the church, or some other current 
issue. “I believe God wants me to be happy, 
is the standard of those who want to justify 
their actions, regardless of what the Bible 
may say of marriages, divorces, and remar-
riages in search of the “right” mate or situa-
tion.  
Many adhere to the religion of their parents 
and ancestors. Theirs is a hand-me-down 
religion, with never a question or a doubt as 
to whether it is pleasing to the Lord.  
The pope, the diocesan bishop, or the local 
priest is the authority for many. The book of 
Mormon, the writings of Charles T. Russell 
and Joseph F. Rutherford, and the numerous 
protestant creeds, church manuals, and cate-
chisms authored by fallible humans are the 
standard for many others. For many, “My 
own mind is my own church” (to quote 
Thomas Paine). 
But Jesus Christ, the Son of God, declared, 
“All authority has been given to Me in heav-
en and on earth” (Matthew 28:18). He alone 
is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 
14:6; cf. Acts 2:36). He alone is the head of 
the body, the church (Ephesians 1:22-23); 
Colossians 1:18). “Whoever transgresses and 
does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does 
not have God. He who abides in the doctrine 
of Christ has both the Father and the Son” (2 
John 1:9). Only in His name is there salvation 
(Acts 4:12). 
—Hugh Fulford 
 

“I will build MY church” 
Matthew 16:18 
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Place  

Postage  

The Word That I Have Spoken 
(John 12:44-50) 

 
He came to _____________________________ the world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The one who rejects Christ and his words has a ________  

Discussion of One Word 
 

During the 5:00 service, Donnie Winningham and Chuck 
Webster will lead the congregation in a discussion of what 
we have been reading for the last two weeks in the One 
Word devotional book. The two emphases have been 
“Word” and “Creation,” and if you have any questions or 
thoughts, please send them to Chuck before Sunday night. 
We hope also to stimulate some discussion during the 
class. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


