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Love God, Love People

CHANGE THE WORLD
As we continue to reflect on the Hoover Church of Christ mission statement for 2018, we know that as
Christians we are commanded to “Love God” and also to “Love People.” We examined these
directives and some ways to focus on these principles in the last two issues of this newsletter. But
what does it really mean to “Change the world”? When I think about this concept, one verse from the
book of Acts immediately comes into my mind. In the 17th Chapter we are told of an occasion where
Paul and Silas are preaching in Thessalonica, in the synagog, for three weeks in a row. Quoting from
the Old Testament Scriptures, Paul was “explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, ‘This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.’” (v3).
Many Greeks and Gentiles were persuaded. However, the Jews were jealous and attacked the house of
Jason where Paul and Silas were staying. Not finding Paul and Silas there, they dragged Jason and
some of the believers out shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have
come here also,…” The authorities and people of the city were disturbed, thus causing Paul and Silas
to escape by the cover of night.
In my mind, the phrase, “Turned the world upside down” is synonymous with “Changed the world.”
So, what exactly were the apostles doing that so radically changed the world, i.e., turned it upside
down? It is a very simple answer - they were doing what Jesus commanded them to do. They loved
God with all their hearts, minds and souls and they loved their neighbors as themselves. They believed
in Jesus and truly FOLLOWED Him. As a result of this, their hearts were changed as they strived to
be more like Jesus. They showed their love for God and for people the way Jesus did. They wanted
others to have the same salvation, hope, and joy that they had obtained by being in Christ, so they
preached Jesus. They followed Jesus command to “Go into all the world and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
Every gospel message, repentant heart and baptism on that day in Thessalonica, and since that day, has
saved souls and changed lives. The Gospel changes everything, because it changes hearts. If we will
only do exactly what the apostles did, we can be “accused” of “turning the world upside down” as
well. We must love God with all our hearts, minds and souls (LOVE GOD) We must love our
neighbors as ourselves (LOVE PEOPLE) We must truly FOLLOW Jesus, change our hearts and strive
to be JUST LIKE HIM. We must share the salvation, hope and joy we have obtained by being in Christ
with others - by PREACHING the GOSPEL! If we do these things we will CHANGE THE WORLD!
.
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“My Journey” by Diana Cuellar
As I walked through Italy and explored Greece, as I walked on the roads of Jerusalem and
went around India, and as I ventured through Thailand and Cambodia...As I made my way
around the world, continent by continent, country by country, I learned more than I could
ever imagine. I learned about people and the certain ways they live. I got to experience
cultures I’ve only ever heard about. I was able to get a small glimpse into the lives of so many
amazing people. I saw wealth and I saw poverty. I saw celebration and I also saw grief. I could
see the hearts of people all around the world yearning to grow close to a creator. I could see
pure love and true compassion overflowing within these cultures. And, it seems like a lot of
cultures are so close yet so far from understanding the truth. But, I certainly learned a lot from
them. As I learned more about every religion, I began to question my own dedication to My
Creator. It helped me really think about my own way of living. Would we be willing to worship
our God every single day, multiple times a day, hours at a time? Are we able to say that our
faith is our life? I learned that for the people I met, their religion was their way of living. There
was no separating one from the other. Could we say the same thing for ourselves?
In James 4:7-8 we are told to give ourselves completely to God and to grow closer to Him.
Sometimes we are convinced that we have given God our all. But after experiencing different
forms of worship from around the world, the term “dedication” was taken to a whole different
level. I noticed how little I have actually sacrificed to be called a Christian. I noticed how little
effort and time I have given to Him. Hours of prayer and hours of worship become daunting
and overwhelming at times, but I learned that it is possible and people do it everyday. They do
it happily and without complaint. There dedication to finding the truth and their devotion in
being fulfilled become their mission.
We, as Christians, have the truth. We know that God is the missing piece in our lives, and it is
only through Him that we will be truly content (2 Corinthians 12:10). Why then does it seem
like we do not show as much dedication to our faith as all the other religions in the world? Has
it become too easy? Have we become satisfied where we are? The truth is, our Christian walk
should not be easy. It requires true dedication and many sacrifices. It requires all of our
energy. It requires us to deny ourselves, pick up His cross, and follow Him (Matthew 16:24).
When we begin to separate our lives and our faith, that is where we fail.
14 countries. 2 months. An unforgettable experience…… So what now?
Now, I process. I learn. And I put into practice what I have failed to do before in my faith and
in my worship and in my life. And I shine. “Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
I become the light that shows others the only way, the only truth, and the only life (John 14:6)
I introduce to them their TRUE God. I introduce to them the missing piece that so many
people are looking for.
“For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things.” Psalms 107:9
So, as I soak everything in, I vow to never forget. I will never forget the cultures that taught
me, the people that changed me, and the mission it left me. I have been so blessed to have
gotten the chance to go on this trip. There’s not enough words to explain this experience, but
it’s truly been a life changing one. The world is full of amazing things to see and explore. This
is my journey, and I can’t wait to keep going.

RECENT EVENTS

Canoe trip

Baby Shower for
Jamie Powell

RECENT EVENTS

vacation bible school

vacation
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tanzania

TANZANIA REPORT by Tiffany Roberts
“I may not have gone where I intended to go, but I think I have ended up where I needed to be.” -Douglas Adams
This is a favorite quote of mine, consistently lingering in the back of my mind. I am reminded of these words during
different occasions, different struggles, joyous moments and times of change. Many times in life, we choose a path
which, for better or for worse, changes who we are. We can look into the recesses of our past and recognize that
pivotal moment that started our new beginning.
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Three years ago I made a hasty decision to join a group of people I barely knew, board a plane with them, and
fly to the other side of the world. Three years ago, I had no idea how much that decision would change my life.
I had no idea how much love I could have for people in a small corner of the globe 8,000 miles away from
home. I had no idea that they would teach me as much, or even more, than I would teach them. Three years and
three trips later, I know that I ended up where I needed to be.
The Tanzania mission is primarily a teaching mission. Joined by a translator and a guide, we set out each
morning, walking amongst the towns, seeking people who have a desire to study the Bible. Bible studies are
never lacking. The Tanzanians have such a desire to learn about the gospel that often it’s impossible to finish.
Sometimes you will begin a study with one person, and by the end of the week, your study will consist of so
many people that your heart is overwhelmed with, not only a dire sense of responsibility, but also with infinite
amounts of encouragement and hope.
This year, Leah and I were able to stay an extra week to continue
with studies and help teach at a children’s seminar in Arusha. At
the beginning of the seminar, several women came with their
children and asked to be taught about the Bible. For four hours,
they sat and listened to the word of God. They were not obligated;
they had the opportunity to leave. The hunger and thirsting for the
gospel exhibited by the Tanzanians is one of the many reasons I
love this trip.

While the studies are vital and the main work of the mission, there are so many small moments that help to
define this work. There are moments that reach something deep inside of you, subtly reminding you of your
blessings, bringing you closer to your church family, and forever connecting you to people from opposite
walks of life. There are moments when you are so tired that you can barely form words, but then a familiar
song begins to lift your spirits. There are rainy days, trudging through mud, where your church family
continues to amaze you with their resolute and joyous dispositions. There are the fellow Christians who you
didn’t know before the trip who quickly become like family. Before breakfast when you’re barely coherent,
between the studies as you’re traversing the towns, at meal times together, and throughout the day, these are
the times of encouragement and camaraderie that will continue to bless your soul long after you’ve made the
long and tiresome journey back home.
To anyone who has considered a mission trip but is hesitant, I hope
you find the courage to go. If you are anxious or doubtful, I hope you
know that you have an entire church family rallying behind you to
help you and encourage you. You never know what blessings are
waiting for you just outside of your comfort zone.
To all of the givers at Hoover who make this trip possible, I am
forever indebted. The generosity and the love for souls that exists
among the members at Hoover never ceases to amaze me. Not only
does your giving allow us to teach the gospel, it continues to bless us,
as well as the Tanzanians, in so many ways. Thank you.

“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!’” -Romans 10:15
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Growing in Spiritual Maturity
Leah Covington

What is our purpose as a Christian? To please God! How do we do that? Hebrews 11:6 tells us that
without faith it is impossible to please Him. And how do we get our faith? Romans 10:17 tells us
that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. So in the beginning, our faith leads us
to obedience to the point of salvation. But once we’ve been baptized, our faith and obedience lead
us to want to please God. And in order to please God, we have to grow in our faith, become more
mature Christians.
There are 4 steps to growing in Spiritual Maturity. The first step is deciding to. But how can you do
that if you don’t recognize you need to mature? We all had lives filled with sinful behavior before we
were baptized. But once we stepped out of that baptistry, we were washed, sanctified, and justified
by Christ. Does that mean we are no longer tempted by those desires anymore? No! We will
continue to be tempted, as long as we live on this earth. But God is faithful. 1 Corinthians 10:13
says, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make
the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” God will help us when we are tempted, but we
can’t continue to put ourselves in the position to be tempted. We also need to recognize sin for what
it is. 2 Corinthians 7:10 talks about two kinds of sorrow: worldly and Godly. As we grow in our faith,
sinful behaviors will bother us more. What once seemed unimportant or petty, will now hurt our
hearts. It’s at that point that we can begin to grow in our faith.
The next step in maturing as a Christian is to focus more on studying God’s Word. Our ultimate
goal can be found in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Just as our bodies need food to
survive on a daily and consistent basis, so our souls need consistent, daily meals of the scriptures. If
we want to mature in our faith, we must feed it. If we don’t feed our spirit a consistent diet of
scripture, we could become like the Corinthians Paul admonished in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3: “And I,
brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed
you with milk and not with sold food; for until now you were not able to receive it and even now you
are still not able; for you are still carnal.” 1 Peter 2:1-3 says, “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all
deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word,
that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” Peter tells us that
putting off the old sinful life isn’t enough. We must also desire the Word, and it will help us grow. 1
Corinthians 13:11 says, “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as
a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” As we grow, our thoughts and
speech should reflect a more mature understanding of God and His Word. Hebrews 5:12-14 talks
about those who refuse to grow in their faith. “For though by his time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” In order to be
discerning, we must mature in our faith. God commands us to learn and meditate on His word.
Deuteronomy 11:18-23 tells us to keep the scriptures with us and in us at all times, to teach them to
our children, to write them on the doorposts of our houses. Basically, we are to immerse ourselves in
the Word.
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Even Jesus studied the scripture from His youth. Luke 2:52 tells us that “He grew in wisdom and
stature.” The importance of that time in study was seen when Jesus went into the wilderness to be
tempted after he was baptized in Matthew 4. Each time Satan tempted Him, the first thing Jesus
said was, “It is written,” and then He would quote scripture. We should strive to have such a
knowledge of the Bible that when we are tempted, or when we face trials, our first response would
be “It is written.”
The third step to maturing as a Christian is to mature in love. James 1:25 tells us to be a doer,
not just a hearer. Knowing the scripture means nothing if we don’t act upon it. Jesus tells us in
John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you also love one another; as I have loved
you that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love
for one another.” He restated this command in John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you.”
But what does it look like to love one another? Romans 12:10 “Be kindly affectionate to one another
with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.” Philippians 2:3 “Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
himself.” 1 Peter 2:17 “Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.” 1 Peter 3:8-9 “Finally, all
of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be
courteous; not returning evil for evil, or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing
that you were called to do this, that you may inherit a blessing.” We are to treat others with
kindness and compassion, in all humility. In 1 Peter 1:14-16 he tells us that we are called to be holy
in our conduct. This is what sets us apart from the world. So when they see us, they will see the
light of Christ in us. And by continuing to study the Word, and act on it, we will be ready to give a
defense for our behavior (1 Peter 3:13-16).
The fourth thing we need to do to mature spiritually is to help the church mature as a body. Paul
tells us in Romans 15:1-5 that those who are strong ought to bear with the weak; that we should be
edifying others, that we may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.To grow as a body, each member has to be growing. And as they grow, they must also
be helping each other. As a newer Christian, you should be looking for someone who is more
mature in the faith to mentor you. You need a mentor to help you with the deeper and heavier
biblical issues. As you grow, you should also be looking for someone YOU can mentor. If you are a
stronger Christian, your responsibility is to help the newer Christians navigate through their new life.
We should also be cultivating and growing our relationships within the church. The bond of Jesus
should be the foundation of strong friendships, those you can go to for help in anything, not just
spiritual matters.
In Psalm 133:1, David sang, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity!” In Romans 15:14, Paul wants us to be “full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able
also to admonish one another.” And in Philippians 1:9-11, Paul and Timothy pray that our “love may
abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that [we] may approve the things
that are excellent, that [we] may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled
with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” It is vital
to the life of the church that we grow in wisdom and knowledge individually, so that we can grow
corporately. Studying God’s word, acting on our belief, loving one another, and living a Godly life will
not only grow the church, but help prevent ourselves from falling away.
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PEARLS
PEARLS Girls summer pool party
kickoff hosted by DeKayka and

Doris Sankey.

Monday night fellowship hosted by Alesha Oni

Monday night fellowship hosted
by Felicia Arnold
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Your Story, His Story
April Winningham
Many weeks, the Sunday morning message speaks personally and directly to me.
For several years, I have been contemplating the power in sharing God's personal
story at work in each of our lives. We each have a story—a story of grace, mercy,
forgiveness, and often times deep sorrow and triumph. A story of God's provision
and hope. "Learning of God's work in our heart is one of life's greatest joys, and
sharing it one of life's greatest privileges." As Chuck spoke those words one
Sunday morning, I was reminded that God is at work in each of our lives. We have
the privilege of recognizing it and glorifying Him.
When I hear a news report of a desperate situation of poverty and violence in
Uganda, it is heartbreaking. Yet, the personal story of one child has a the power to
bring me to my knees. One child, belly extended from malnutrition, orphaned by
AIDS, daily wandering the streets alone with no hope or future, taken in by one
teenager faithfully answering God’s call no matter the cost - my heart is changed,
inspired, and driven to Him who works all things for our ultimate good and His
glory. God doesn’t only use grand circumstances to sanctify us. His presence and
intervention can also be seen in even the simplest daily struggle.
When God walks us through trials and reveals His mercy and grace, we can share
that story to speak life into the people around us. We can use that story—His story
—to reassure others that no one is alone in their struggles and encourage all to
look for His work in their deserts, valleys, and mountain tops. We serve an
almighty God. The God who created the universe but knows us all by name. He is
working in each of our lives. Be bold and share your story, glorify Him in details he
has worked out in your life and watch what He can do with one small but precious
piece of His story.

PAGE 10

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight
Anita Williams
Hometown: Manila, Philippines
The place you have lived the longest: Alabama
How long have you lived in the Hoover area? 40 years
Favorites:
Flower: Rose
Color: Purple
Holiday: Thanksgiving, Christmas
College or Sports Team: None
Vacation Spot: Lake Martin
Meal to eat: Fish, Chicken, Steak
What are your hobbies: Pickleball, Tennis, Walking, Lifting Weights
Best advice someone close to you has given you:
To love others more than myself. Learn how to provide for myself, meaning "if you don't work you won't eat."
What has God taught you recently:
When you ask God, He will answer, sometimes soon, maybe not too soon, but He will give to you if he thinks it would
be good for you.
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God this year:
Put God first in everything you do, the rest will be taken care of. Anytime you're asked to help someone, do it with

joy, and everything you do will be easy for you. Put others ahead of yourself. Laugh, love, give, and love God with all

your heart. Smile and speak to everyone you meet, not just here at church, but wherever you are. Help people who
are having a bad day turn it into a good day. A smile doesn't cost anything, give it to everyone you meet.

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight
Kathleen Eiring
Hometown: Prattville but am one day going back HOME! :)
The place you have lived the longest: Birmingham
How long have you lived in the Hoover area? 30 years
GO BERRY BUCS!!
Favorites: In depth Bible studies, Beach and biking, delicious cakes!!!,
Brick and Spoon (Banana Fosters French Toast!!!)
Flower: Love all Lilies
Color: colors on the skin of a peach
Holiday: Thanksgiving all because of Mama's cooking! :)
College or Sports Team: Meh... Not that big into football, but if I had to pick it would be AU.
Vacation Spot: Gulf Shores
Meal to eat: Seasoned steak, potato casserole, salad, brocolli with cheese, french baguette with plenty of butter and a piece of
some kind of DELICIOUS CAKE!!!! :D This is soooo bad for you but my favorite place to eat out is Five Guys. Give me the full
double pattied Cheeseburger and make my fries crispy!!! Mmmmmmmmm
What are your hobbies: Working out 6 days out of 7- notice my favorites... :(
Best advice someone close to you has given you: Don't ever feel that you need to be the best. There's always somebody
God has made that is smarter, prettier, more talented, more wise etc... God made you exactly the way you need to be for your
purpose on this earth, so be happy for them and be happy for you.
What has God taught you recently: That even when we don't know all the answers or are fearful of saying the wrong thing, to
have faith! Say it! Share it! Spread it! Paul was a Christian killing Pharisee, who was converted and then immediately began
teaching Christ to anybody who would listen.
Any words to share with the women about your plans for walking with God this year: The only way to become more wise,
more knowledgeable and to become who Christ wants us to become is to study the word in depth. My plans are to stop being so
easily distracted and to put that wasted time into God's word. Hmmm...I think I need to preach a sermon on distraction! ;)

SISTER TO SISTER Member Spotlight

Suzanne Clelland
Hometown: Birmingham, AL
The place you have lived the longest: Birmingham, AL
How long have you lived in the Hoover area? 38 Years
Favorites:
Flower: Roses
Color: Red
Holiday: Christmas
College or Sports Team: Auburn (WAR EAGLE!!!!)
Vacation Spot: Manzanilla, Costa Rica
Meal to eat: Beef or Lamb with Veggies
What are your hobbies: Fishing, hunting, reading, real games, made up games ☺
Best advice someone close to you has given you: It’s ok to forgive yourself.
Best advice your mom has given you (if it is something different from above): “Pray about it. God is not
sleeping”.
What has God taught you recently: God knows exactly what He is doing and His plans are more
spectacular and timely than anything I could ever conjure up.

Each quarter we will highlight some faithbased books our ladies have read or are
currently reading. If you’d like to submit a
book, please email Denia Petruzella. Include a
short description of the book, and what you
learned from it.

Dark Journey Deep Grace
by Roy Ratcliff with Lindy Adams
Summary: How Jeffrey Dahmer came to know God and found grace as told by the minister who
visited and ministered to him while he was in prison.
After reading, I found a new level of understanding about and appreciation for God's grace,
specifically with regard to those who commit those actions that are unimaginable to me. It helped me
look at people as human beings, created, loved, forgiven, and redeemed by God every bit as much as
any one of us, rather than solely on whatever horrible actions they may have committed. The terrorist,
child abuser, pedophiles, rapists, kidnappers, etc. are all offered salvation and a home in heaven in
spite of the consequences they may face here on earth. Melody Warbington

Our very own April Collins is a published author, with her first
book Only The Strong Thrive about to be released!
Have you ever doubted that you had the strength to overcome a
challenge in life?
Have you sometimes felt lost or ready to quit?
Were you always told only the strong survive?
There are times in life when we will all encounter great obstacles,
whether they are barriers to success in our careers, relationships or
issues with our health. Often these obstacles may seem
insurmountable, but in her book Only the Strong Thrive: A True
Story of Struggle, Perseverance and Triumph, April H. Collins takes
a different angle. Using her faith as a foundation, she has faced
hardships and challenges that could easily have broken others and
denied them their dreams, but she uses the lessons learned to
provide you with the impetus to choose a good way of living,
forgive others, free yourself from mental and physical chains and be
happier as a result.

Below is an excerpt from April Collins book, “Only the Strong Thrive”
3

THE STRENGTH TO CONQUER FEAR

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
2 Timothy 1:7
I have never been as fearful as I was when I found out I was pregnant in the twelfth grade. Despite the years
of turmoil and my rebellion at home, I excelled in school and had already been accepted into college. But
when the morning sickness and physical changes started, I was pretty sure college was going to take a back
seat.
I was scared. I didn’t know what it would mean for my future. To be honest, I was just as afraid of what
my dad would do to me when he found out. The only thing I could do to buy some time was to hide my
pregnancy, and I did for over four months. If I could’ve hidden my pregnancy the entire time, I probably
would have. I soon learned there's only so long a body with a baby can go without the proper rest and
nutrition, and sweatshirts start to look suspicious in the spring-time.
Keeping my pregnancy a secret was eating away at me. I tried to maintain, but it became more and more
difficult by the day. Getting up in the morning for school was a task within itself. I don't know how I passed
first period Calculus. I seemed to have missed more classes than I attended. Thankfully, I had co-op in the
afternoon and could leave early.
Every day, I went home and “crashed” on the couch to try to energize before going to my fast food job.
The morning sickness, classwork, homework, work, taking care of my little brother, and household duties all
became more than I could handle. One night, while working my regular shift, I fainted and was taken to the
emergency room.
In my mind I knew there wasn’t going to be much more hiding my pregnancy after the ER visit. After
arriving at the hospital, the first thing the nurse asked for was a urine sample. The slow and unsteady walk to
the restroom felt like an eternal hallway lined with doors of anxiety, fear, and disappointment. I didn’t need
the sample to tell me what I already knew, but hearing it from a nurse made it more of a reality. I felt forced
to address it all in those moments.
While lying on the hospital bed, I thought about one hundred different ways to break the news to my dad.
None of them seemed good enough to eliminate the fear of the consequences I knew I would have to face.
The nurse came back in and placed a monitor on my stomach. From it I heard life from within my body
for the first time. The sounds could not have been any more real. With each heartbeat, I gained more courage
to say what I knew needed to be said. After making it home from the hospital, I told my dad, with my aunt’s
help. It was one of the hardest conversations I've ever had in my life.
Breaking the News
My dad instructed me to call my mom. I rolled my eyes. She had not been present in our lives for a
while, so I didn’t fully understand the need to do so. Nonetheless, he made me do it.
Upon hearing the news, my mother cried. She was hurt and disappointed. I could not sympathize with
her or even fully understand her feelings initially. I was resentful towards her for not being in our lives, but
her next statement served as the turning point in the way I felt. “I don’t want you to end up like me,” she
said.
Hearing her words made me think a little more about her disappointment. She became pregnant at an
early age, dropped out of high school, and never graduated. She didn’t want her only daughter to experience
the same disappointments she endured. I understood.
However, what she suggested next was not something I ever expected to hear. “Have an abortion.”
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PREACHING AND PLANTING by Kathleen Eiring
I "preached" at Tutwiler for our devotional last month and to my surprise we had a full house that
night. Not because they knew I was coming, but because it was raining, and the muddy yard
drove them into the chapel. Are all of these ladies attending to hear one of us deliver a message
of Christ to them? Nope, not in the least bit. Some of them attend just so that they can sit beside
and talk to another inmate from a different cell block. Unfortunately for them I am a former
teacher, so the whispering was nipped in the bud and what I then saw, was a lot of souls. It was
an open field, and boy we were about to do some planting!
The University Church of Christ, who heads up the New Life Behavior program for the
Montgomery Women's Facility and for Julia Tutwiler Maximum Security Prison for women, invites
all the churches of Christ in the area to be involved in prison ministry. The New Life Behavior
program includes thirteen lessons in each series and teaches women the following topics:
Christians Against Substance Abuse, Managing Anger, A Sense of Self, Freedom to Decide (on
becoming a Christian), Woman's God Design, Faith, The Seeker Series (the God of the Bible),
and Christians Against Sex Addiction. Tutwiler allows our New Life Behavior group to conduct
classes every Tuesday night. We are also allowed to have a devotional once a month. We have
our assigned lessons to teach in the classes, and we take turns preaching, leading singing and
praying at the devotionals. There are about 20 - 25 of us involved and we all work together to
make this program successful.
So that evening I preached, I thought I had a really good topic on "When tragedy strikes". They
all listened intently to what I had to say! I preached on the supremacy of God in all things.
Looking at Matthew 10:29, Matthew 8:27, Isaiah 46:10, Job 2:5 and Amos 3:6, I preached on a
God that is in control of all things, all of the time. I preached on a God that allows suffering
because it is one of the His great instruments that continues to reveal to us our dependence on
Him and our hope in Him. I preached that the joy in our suffering is more of God. I preached
that when a tragedy strikes, like when a baby dies, and believing it's against God's will would
mean that God is NOT in control, that evil can ultimately win and our future would be uncertain. I
told them that it would mean that the baby's death was random, meaningless and without
purpose. I preached that our greatest comfort is knowing that God is sovereign and that He has
ordained all of our trials, and therefore our suffering has purpose. Yes, I told them about Satan
being at the root of our suffering, but how God allows some of it to pass through. I reminded
them that even though we all experience tragedy in our lives, to remember and be thankful for the
protection from God that we don't know about.
I left the prison flying high on our night spent with them and on their attentiveness! I wondered if
anything I said, made someone desirous to know God more, and I prayed to God that he now
gives the increase! I went home happy, exhausted, and I crawled into bed. Five minutes later,
my eyes popped open. My mind started reflecting on everything I said. After much
contemplation, I realized that my lesson was not complete. Fear suddenly seized me! I thought
about all the evil in the world and the pain and misery inflicted by sinful man. How that many
people suffer due to man's evilness and sin filled lives. I didn't bring that up and I don't know
why?!
I've been distraught ever since knowing that some of those women were sexually abused, raped,
abandoned etc.. and many of those reasons were because somebody in their life chose Satan
over God and the consequences of their actions hurt the people around them. God is in control,
yes, but he has given us free will and many men choose evil and this is why our lives become
tainted with their evil. God allows it because He allows man to make choices. I was so upset
with myself that I told myself NO MORE "preaching". I'm done! I am no good at this!!! Well... I
had my moment, but God saw fit to let me hear a sermon about having no fear when preaching
the gospel.
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I've learned a BIG lesson in all this, which is: I can never spend too much time in preparation and
prayer for lessons I present to the ladies, even prisoners, especially prisoners.. For as long as God
allows me, I will continue to teach these ladies, who are not always present because they desire to
hear about Christ, but because I cannot think of a better crowd to preach too. The harvest is plentiful,
the laborers are few. Behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white
already to harvest.
(If you have interest in participating in the New Life Behavior Program, please contact Kathleen Eiring.)

JOIN US! every Tuesday morning for
Ladies Bible Study and Fellowship
Study from 10:30 to 11:30
then most ladies go to lunch together
Starts SEPTEMBER 11

Harper Jane Oglesby born April 14 – grandparents Steve & Janie Gaither
Madison Elise Watkins born April 11 – parents Lanny & Renee Watkins
Ronin Kyle Wadley born April 22 – grandparents Kyle & Wendy Wadley
Austin Joseph Weimer born May 10 – parents Jonathan & Suzanna Weimer
Brooks Everett Goﬀ born July 18 – parents Sam & Ashley Goﬀ
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Welcome New Sisters In Christ!
Carmelita Caluag
Beverly Johnson
Sheryl Jackson

Looking Ahead
Bible Humor

September 3
Labor Day Golf Outing
September 8-9
Strong Marriage Seminar
October 26
Fall Festival
October 28
Food Pantry and Clothing Drive

KIDS CORNER

S N A K B J M H V U E P W B O
I T D M R S M J S F S T X D H
M K H J U K T C H E A I H I A
O A B A R T H O L O M E W S V
N H T G D R S J R C O A I C E
J O V T I D E A H M H Y J I N
O N S S H S A R I H T B S P I
R E T E U E I E A H K O T L N
D Y R S A S W N U P T S Y E V
A S E L T S O P A S I T X S P
N H S I F J C P C T X L A Z Y
N R A B E L L Y P A U L I M W
H N W E R D N A R E T E P H O
O I L A W F B J U D A S J Q P
J A Z L O C U S T S Q F I D C
ANDREW
APOSTLES
BAPTIST
BARTHOLOMEW
BELLY
CHRIST
CHRISTIAN

DISCIPLES
FISH
HONEY
JAMES
JESUS
JOHN
JONAH

JORDAN
JUDAS
LOCUSTS
MATTHEW
MATTHIAS
NINEVAH
PAUL

PETER
PHILIP
SEA
SIMON
STORM
THADDAEUS
THOMAS
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11 Back to School Bible Verses:
1. Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”
2. Philippians 4:13 “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
3. Isaiah 48:17 “This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel: “I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who
directs you in the way you should go.”
4. Isaiah 30:21 “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear
a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”
5. Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
6. Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.”
7. Ecclesiastes 12:1-3 "Don't let the excitement of youth cause you to forget
your Creator. Honor Him in your youth before you grow old and say, 'Life is
not pleasant anymore.' Remember Him before the light of the sun, moon, and
stars is dim to your old eyes, and rain clouds continually darken your sky."
8. Proverbs 4:23 "Above all else, guard
your heart, for everything you do flows
from it. Keep your mouth free of
perversity; keep corrupt talk far from
your lips. Let your eyes look straight
ahead; fix your gaze directly before you."
9. Psalm 20:4 "May he give you the desire
of your heart and make all your plans
succeed."
10. James 1:5 "If any of you lacks
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to you."
11. 1 Corinthians 10:31 "So whether you
eat or drink or whatever you do, do it
all for the glory of God."
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