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Schedule of Services 

 
 Sunday 

  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 

 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    664-8160 
Joe Thomas    823-0299 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 

 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 

cwebster@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 

kwadley@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 

 

July 29, 2018   Emptied himself 
I think the greatest motivation for living how we ought to live is contained in these 
three verses. Read them slowly, carefully, reflectively, perhaps repeatedly. 

. . . Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, be-
ing born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:6-
8, ESV). 

They’re beautiful, aren’t they? Scholars argue about the meaning of about every 
phrase in them—a testimony to the depth of meaning present—but most agree 
that they form the lyrics of an early church hymn. 

Picture a group of first-century Christians, sitting on the floor in one of their homes 
in downtown Philippi, singing a deeply reflective song about Jesus. I wish we knew 
the melody so we could sing the same tune they sang. 

The essence of the song is this: Jesus gave up something hugely significant. 

He was “in very nature God” (NIV), and he certainly didn’t give up his deity, but he 
gave up the appearance of deity. 

“He emptied himself,” which probably just refers to the incarnation: the God of all 
creation became a lowly human being. 

But what kind of human being did he become? A king? A nobleman? A baron? 

No, he was born in a barnyard in Bethlehem to poor parents and grew up to live as 
a servant and die the shameful death of crucifixion. Why? 

So you and I could be saved. 

The last couple of weeks on this page we’ve thought about biblical commands to 
put others before ourselves, to think less of ourselves than we often do. 

We struggle with that, and we’ll probably continue to struggle as long as we’re in 
the flesh. But in these verses Paul quotes a hymn that gives us all the motivation we 
need. If God himself could give up the glory of heaven and put my needs before his 
own, can’t I do the same? 

If he could draw me to himself even as I so often disappoint him . . . if he could be 
patient with my weaknesses and failures and foibles . . . if he could forgive me. 

Then can’t I try to imitate him in his self-sacrifice and in some feeble way reflect 
him to the people around me? 

That’s what Paul was singing about, so let’s sing about that today too.   —Chuck 



Today 

The baby shower for Ashley Goff pre-

viously scheduled for today has been 

postponed. 

The Food Pantry will be open today 

from 3:00-4:30pm, and the food items 

needed this month are apple juice and 

canned fruit. If you can help, please 

be here at 2:30. 

The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 

3 Apartments will meet this afternoon 

at 3:30pm. 

At 5:00 today we will have our Fifth 

Sunday singing. In the past the lead-

ers who volunteer to lead have cho-

sen songs to lead. If anyone would like 

to make a request for a song to be led 

in our worship tonight, please 

email Drew Spivey at 

drewspivey@gmail.com. He will pass 

these requests along to our leaders 

and let them choose from this list if 

they are able to lead. Looking forward 

to another evening of worship with 

our church family! 

Family News & Events 

The Lads to Leaders kickoff meeting 

will be in the fellowship hall on Sun-

day night, August 12. 

We are planning a Labor Day golf 

outing (Sept 3) for anyone who would 

enjoy it. We will be teeing off around 

noon at the Greystone Country club. 

Anyone interested can contact 

Mervyn Prince at 706-332-4106. 

There is a sign-up list on the back 

rail—if you plan to attend, please sign 

up by Sunday, August 5. 

New Baby! 

We congratulate Sam, Ashley, and 

Hudson Goff! Brooks Everett Goff was 

born last week! Please pray for them 

as they welcome this beautiful little 

boy into their family. 

 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: David Naylor 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Nick Darby 
 
Communion: Wes Blankenship 
 
Servers: 
Eddie Sankey  Phillip Searcy  
Matthew Trousdale Quincy Collins 
Will Spurlin  Stephen King 
Tom Kidwell  William Lyles 
Alternates:  
Luke Percer / Keegan Holland 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Norman Rutland 
 
Ushers:  
Adam Mowrer / Drew Spivey 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Kay Lyles 

 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Congregational singing 
 
Opening Prayer: Steve Martin 
 
Devotional: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Justin Rumph / Anthony Washington 
 
Closing Prayer: Tom McQuillan 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Frances Swallows / Karen Bender 
 
Baptistery Garments:  
Charity Blackmon 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  
Caroline Handley / Hope Handley 
 
Cards for Pews: 
Emily Blakemore / Mary Mason Pope 
 
Pencils for Pews:  
Spencer Dalton / Beckett Dalton 
 
Audio / Video: Chad Blackmon 
 
Summer Quarter Facilities: Jay Holland 
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Happy Anniversary 

Rex & Jeanne Anderson  July 30 

Adam & Claire Mowrer  July 31 

Johnny & Beverly Johnson August 1  

Joel & Ché  Abbott  August 2 

Happy Birthday 

Lilly Aultman   July 29 

Donnie Winningham  July 30 

Sue Ann Myers   August 1 

Harley Hernly   August 1 

Amy Jarrett   August 2 

Jenn Dungan   August 4 

Youth 

There will be a Back-to-School Ice 
Cream Social on Wednesday, August 1, 
immediately after our evening service. 
Michelle Judd and Susan Pope are the 
coordinators. 

Professional Christian Counseling   
Available to Hoover members 

We would like to remind our members 
about the availability of professional 
Christian counseling. At times people in 
our church family might want to see 
a professional counselor to help them 
work through issues they are facing. The 
Hoover church has established a rela-
tionship with two local Christian counse-
lors—Dr. Bill Baker and Dr. Doris Wood.  

We also know counseling may create a 
financial burden, so the elders 
have decided that the church will subsi-
dize the majority of counseling costs. We 
hope this will allow some of our mem-
bers to seek counseling who other-
wise might not be able to do so. If you 
would like to see a counselor, please see 
one of the ministers or elders, and we 
will give you the necessary infor-
mation to make an appointment. If you 
choose to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity, your counseling will be held in 
confidence. Please let us know if you 
have any questions. 

 

 

mailto:drewspivey@gmail.com


Carelines 

Continue to pray for our members: 
Jean Troughton (surgery recovery), 
Karen Bowers (surgery recovery), Nan-
cy Harris (surgery recovery), and Jim 
Banks (regaining strength at home). 

Jean Owens received favorable results 
from a heart cath on Wednesday. 

Phyllis Searcy, Phillip’s mother, was 
scheduled to have quadruple bypass 
surgery on Friday. Phillip’s father, Ste-
phen Searcy, had a stent inserted 
Thursday. 

Breanna Bulger, Denia Petruzella’s 
niece, recently received test results. 

Stacy Seilacher Camp, Jamie Starns’ 
aunt’s friend, has been diagnosed with 
cancer and is not doing well; 7040 Old 
Mill Trace, Trussville, AL 35173. 

Joe Dodd, Ashley Goff’s father, is in 
the final stages of his battle with de-
mentia. 

Zach DiGiorgio, the oldest son of Jim 
Petruzella’s cousin, remains in very 
serious condition after a recent fall. 

Reid Harkey, Jim and Denia Petru-
zella’s friend, is doing well following 
recent surgery for liver cancer; 1340 
Sardis Road N, Charlotte, NC 28270. 

Lee (cracked ribs) and Joy Jones (hip 
replacement), Jennifer Dalton’s par-
ents, are both recovering well; 6585 
South Blackburn Road, Athens, OH 
45701. 

Remember our shut-ins: Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Jean Gray, Joyce 
Baker, Nancy Williams, and Freida 
Bearden. 

Remember our church family: Sarah 
Washington, Joe Huffman, Lynne 
Nichols, Gail Powell, and Janice 
McFee. 

Remember our families and friends: 
Judith Tomlin (Bill Laughmiller’s 
cousin), Amanda Farrell (former mem-
ber of Hoover), Carl Anderson (Sarah 
Washington’s cousin), Jackie Martin 
(Celeste Till’s niece), Chris Hethcox 
(Markie Jones’ father), Breanna Bulger 
(Denia Petruzella’s niece), Christi Key 
(Brooke Williams’ friend), Butch 
Haynes (Beth Burleson’s father), and 
Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son). 

Attendance and Offering 
July 22, 2018 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Class: 218 
Worship AM: 320 
Worship PM: 148 
Wednesday: 164 

 
Contribution: $14,250.75 
Weekly Budget: $15,270.40 
Weekly Average: $14,918.66 
Contribution to Date: $432,641.20 

 
 
Supported Works 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

 

Diamonds in the Rough 

Andrew Carnegie came to America from 
Scotland as a small boy. He began work-
ing at a variety of jobs and eventually 
ended up as the largest steel manufactur-
er in the United States. At one time he 
had forty-three millionaires working for 
him. 

A reporter asked Carnegie how he had 
hired forty-three millionaires. Carnegie 
responded that those men had not been 
millionaires when they started working 
for him but had become millionaires as a 
result. 

The reporter’s next question was, “How 
did you develop these men to become so 
valuable to you that you have paid them 
this much money?” Carnegie replied that 
men are developed the same way gold is 
mined. When gold is mined, several tons 
of dirt must be moved to get an ounce of 
gold; but one does not go into the mine 
looking for dirt—one goes in looking for 
the gold. 

In the same way, one’s relationship with 
God is unique. There are many reasons 
God could find fault with our lives. In-
stead, He chooses to see the potential for 
development when all the rough edges 
are knocked off. As He views us through 
the eyes of Christ, God sees a diamond in 
the rough. Under His gentle care our lives 
will take on a new value. 

—“Pastor’s Education and Book Service,” 
Fall 1993, page 7. 

***** 

“Therefore, since we have been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we 
have also obtained access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and we re-
joice in hope of the glory of God. Not only 
that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endur-
ance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been giv-
en to us.” —Romans 5:1-5 
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Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

That other side of Jesus: He talks 
about fiery furnaces 

(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) 
 

A story about weeds 

 

 

A ____________________ where there will be 

_______________ and _____________________________ 

 

 

 

What might Jesus say to our judgment-averse culture? 

Congregational Singing 


