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 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   
    Matthew 6:21 
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Schedule of Services 

 
 Sunday 

  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 

 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    664-8160 
Joe Thomas    823-0299 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 

 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 

cwebster@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 

kwadley@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 

 

June 24, 2018   Ready to go 
A few years back I read a biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German Christian who 
lived during the Third Reich’s reign of terror. He refused to bow to the Nazis’ demands 
of the church, and ultimately they imprisoned and executed him. 

He faced his death with remarkable confidence, fully trusting that being executed for 
his convictions was far preferable to compromise. Death did not frighten him. 

That kind of attitude has always fascinated me, and the apostle Paul certainly had it. 

From his imprisonment he wrote these famous words: 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between 
the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may 
have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again 
(Philippians 1:21-26). 

He seems to be saying, “I’m okay with however this works out. If I die, I get to see Je-
sus. If I don’t, I get to work for Jesus. Either way, I’m good.” 

I’ve preached a lot of funerals over the years, mostly for Christians, and this is some-
thing important for families to reflect on. 

We grieve, but we’re grieving for our loss, not for the believer who died. 

We shed tears, but not for the one who’s now sitting with Jesus; we cry because we 
miss him here. 

There’s a cliché that I believe we should never share with a family, especially not in the 
days of intense grief surrounding a death—“He’s in a better place.” 

Grief-stricken families don’t need to hear that in a funeral home—it minimizes the real 
pain they’re feeling right now. 

But the cliché itself is true when spoken about a departed follower of Jesus, and I think 
that’s what Paul means in these verses. 

When we die, we go to be with Jesus, and we turn our backs on a world that’s so often 
characterized by suffering and disappointment. 

I think we need to work on developing that perspective. 

If the Lord chooses to let us live 8, 9, or 10 decades, we’ll have many opportunities to 
reflect his grace to the people around us. 

If he chooses to take us soon, that is “far better,” to use Paul’s words. 

In no way do I mean to minimize the grief of those who are left behind—it’s real, it’s 
painful, it’s legitimate. 

But for the Christian who dies, what could be better than falling asleep here only to 
wake up in the arms of Jesus?  —Chuck 



Today 
 

The Weekly Devotional at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments will meet this afternoon 
at 3:30pm. 
 

 
Family News & Events 

 
VBS needs lots of help to make it a 
success. Please see the link below to 
find an area to volunteer. There is 
something for everyone! Volunteers 
can be 6th grade and up. Please sign 
up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040b4baca928a31-vbs2016 
 
There will be a Baby Boy Shower for 
Jamie Powell on Sunday, July 22, at 
2:30pm. Please see April Winningham 
if you would like to help with this.  
 
There will be a Diaper and Wipe Baby 
Shower for Ashley Goff on Sunday, 
July 29, at 2:30pm. If you would like to 
help with this shower, please see Kay 
Lyles. 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

Jennifer King              June 24 
Doris Sankey              June 24 
Beverly Johnson             June 27 
Trish Nobles              June 28 
Mike Hooper              June 28 
Amani Gagakuma             June 28 
Kim Brake              June 29 
Justin Rumph              June 29 
George Faison              June 29 
Isabelle Aultman             June 29 
Caroline Williams             June 30 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Bart Burleson 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Tracy Percer 
 
Communion: Quincy Collins 
 
Servers: 
Bob Brooks  C.T. Dodd 
Jason Blakemore Jeff Brake 
R.J. Arnold  Jon Hunt 
Stacy McGehee  Tom McQuillan 
Alternates:  
Mike Clelland / Steve Martin 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Jeff Dungan 
 
Ushers:  
Norman Rutland / Jim Reece 
 
Nursery AM & PM: Teale Yeilding 

 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Drew Spivey 
 
Opening Prayer: Caleb Henry 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  
Wes Blankenship / Greg Nobles 
 
Closing Prayer: Will Spurlin 
 
Communion Trays Preparation:  
Ken & Ame Johnsey 
 
Baptistery Garments:  
Henry & Cindy Burnett 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  
Zoe Starns / Eden Powell 
 
Cards for Pews: 
Eli Powell / Jake Williams 
 
Pencils for Pews:  
Zachary Blakemore / Eli Oni 
 
Audio / Video: Josh Shelton 
 
Summer Quarter Facilities: Jay Holland 
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Youth 
 

Backwoods Christian Camp’s 4th Ses-
sion is today through Friday, June 29. 
The bus will leave at 1:00pm. 
 
There is a Canoe/Camping trip planned 
for the weekend of July 6-8 in N. Geor-
gia. Basic details are: 

• Leave Friday morning, July 6, and 
camp at Amicalola State Park (this is 
tent camping, but with restrooms/
showers). You’re welcome to come later 
in the day/evening if needed. 

• Canoe the Etowah River on Satur-
day (7th). This is not whitewater, but is 
a river and will have moving water. 

• Church service at the campsite on 
Sunday morning (8th) before returning 
home. 
Most food/meals will be provided ex-
cept while traveling to/from Georgia.  If 
you have specific needs, please plan 
accordingly. We’ll have a quick meeting 
at the front of the auditorium following 
the morning service. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call or 
email Jay Holland at 205-420-3754 or 
jay.holland@yahoo.com.   
 
DO GOOD DAY #2 will be at Hoover on 
Tuesday, July 10. We will begin the day 
at 9:00am. 
 
There will be a Pre-Teen Devotional and 
Dinner on Wednesday, July 11, at 
5:30pm. Please see Tom and Sherri 
McQuillan with any questions. 
 
Registration is now open for our Vaca-
tion Bible School, Oh, The Places We’ll 
Go!  

• VBS dates are Thursday-Sunday, 
July 12-15. Weeknights: 5:00-
8:30pm and Saturday 10:00am-
noon. 

• NEW this year to VBS: Join us for a 
special service Sunday morning with 
lunch following.  

• Deadline to sign up and be guaran-
teed a T-shirt is July 1. Register to-
day and invite your friends! Sign up 
online at https://
hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4baca928a31-vbs2016
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4baca928a31-vbs2016
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4baca928a31-vbs2016
mailto:jay.holland@yahoo.com
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/


Carelines 
 
Karen Bowers has an aneurysm on the 
carotid artery, and she will be going in for 
a procedure to help remedy it soon. 
 
Nancy Harris is still at Shelby Baptist, and 
she is now in Room 3116. 
 
Isabelle Aultman remains in Children’s 
Hospital but is feeling somewhat better. 
 
Sarah Washington has Narcolepsy with 
Sleep Apnea, and it has gotten worse. She 
is not able to drive due to falling asleep. 
 
Amanda Farrell, a former member of the 
Hoover congregation, had hip replacement 
surgery and is doing well. Cards can be 
mailed to her at: 659 Azalea Drive, La-
Grange, GA 30240. 
 
Stacy Seilacher Camp, Jamie Starns’ aunt’s 
friend, has been diagnosed with cancer. 
 
We extend our condolences to Sarah 
Washington and her family upon the death 
of her cousin, Glory Killings.  
 
Carl Anderson, Sarah Washington’s cousin, 
is in ICU at a hospital in Georgia with a 
serious heart condition. He needs a heart 
transplant. 
 
Reid Harkey, Jim and Denia Petruzella’s 
close friend from Charlotte, NC, has a 
mass on his liver.  
 
Jackie Martin, Celeste Till’s niece, has 
been diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease. Please also pray for her husband, 
Dayton Martin, as he carries this burden 
with her. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jeff Nabors, Row-
ena English, Jean Gray, Joyce Baker, Nancy 
Williams, and Freida Bearden. 
 
Remember our church family: Carol Nor-
ris, Ethan Bowers, Jim Banks, Joe Huff-
man, Lynne Nichols, Gail Powell, Janice 
McFee, Leroy Owens, Claudia Velasquez 
Cuellar, and Bill Laughmiller. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Charles Webster (Chuck Webster’s dad), 
Chris Hethcox (Markie Jones’ father), 
Breanna Bulger (Denia Petruzella’s niece), 
Christi Key (Brooke Williams’ friend), Joy 
Jones (Jennifer Dalton’s mother), Beverly 
Howell (former member of Hoover), 
Vanessa Coleman (Geraldine Washing-
ton’s friend), Butch Haynes (Beth Bur-
leson’s father), and Patrick Nichols (Lynne 
Nichols’ son). 

Attendance and Offering 
June 17, 2018 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Class: 169 
Worship AM: 283 
Worship PM: 97 
Wednesday: 177 

 
Contribution: $13,623.01 
Weekly Budget: $15,270.40 
Weekly Average: $14,917.65 
Contribution to Date: $358,023.65 

 
 
Supported Works 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
($10,000 annually) 

 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-
sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team, Barton 
Kizer ($1,800 annually) 

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     
($1,200 annually) 

 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 
($12,000 annually)  

 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 
($9,000 annually) 

 

• Stateside Missions                    
($8,000 annually) 

 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

   

   

 

   

 

Youth Intern 
 
As many of you know, I am the Youth Intern this 
summer for the second time. I really enjoy work-
ing with Darrell to help teach, plan, and organize 
youth events. I graduated in the spring from the 
University of West Florida with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. I plan on moving to the 
area sometime in September, and I hope to pur-
sue a master’s degree in social work after 
getting in-state residency because graduate 
school is not cheap. I would like to continue in 
youth ministry or find a job involving counseling 
after getting my master’s degree. That is a few 
years down the line, so I will cross that bridge 
when I get to it. Lord willing, I will be able to 
follow through with all these plans, and I look 
forward to becoming a more permanent part of 
the Hoover congregation. —Jeffrey 

 

You Need Oxygen Now 
 

In his bestselling book, Into Thin Air, Jon Krakau-
er relates the hazards that plagued some climb-
ers as they attempted to reach the summit of 
Mount Everest. Andy Harris, an expedition lead-
er, stayed at the peak too long. On his descent, 
he became in dire need of oxygen. 
 
Harris radioed base camp and told them about 
his predicament. He mentioned that he had 
come across a cache of oxygen canisters left by 
the other climbers but they were all empty.  
The climbers who passed the canisters on their 
own descent knew they were not empty. They 
pleaded with him to make use of them but it 
was to no avail. Harris was starved for oxygen 
but continued to argue the canisters were emp-
ty.  
The problem was that the lack of what he need-
ed had so disoriented him that though he was 
surrounded by the thing that would give him 
life, he did not access it. 
 
Many today complain about not having a ful-
filling life—that something is missing in their 
life. The answer is right before them. Peter de-
clared, “His divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). 
 
God’s Word is the oxygen that will give us spir-
itual life—with our spiritual lives in order, life 
has true meaning, and it is a life worth living. 
Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundant-
ly” (John 10:10). 
 
What the world needs is right before us in the 
New Testament—may we all partake of its life-
giving flow. 
 
—House to House / Heart to Heart 
 

Page 3 



Page 4    

Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

Children: A Heritage from the Lord 
(Psalm 127:1-5) 

 
 
“Unless the Lord builds . . .” (v 1) 
 
 
 
 
“Unless the Lord watches . . .” (v 2) 
 
 
 
 
“. . . a heritage from the Lord” (vv 3-5) 
 
 
 
 
Thoughts for anxious parents: 
 

Where were you, Job? 
(Job 38:1-11) 


