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 Sunday 
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Darrell Powell 
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December 17, 2017  
You are mindful of us 

Our world is unfathomably huge. 

The sun’s light that bathes the earth today le- the sun 8 minutes and 20 seconds ago 

traveling at about 186,000 miles per second. 

The distance it traveled—93 million miles—isn’t really that far, though, at least not 

when talking about the universe. Our li2le galaxy is just one of millions. 

I doubt David knew too much about astronomy, but he had looked up into the sky at 

night enough to know how incredible it is that in this great big old universe, God 

cares about us. 

Maybe David wrote this psalm by candlelight on a clear night as he gazed toward the 

sky: 

O Lord, our Lord, how majes8c is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory 

above the heavens. Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established 

strength because of your foes, to s8ll the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your 

heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 

place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 

him? Yet you have made him a li�le lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 

with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the 

field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the 

paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how majes8c is your name in all the earth! (Psalm 

8:1-9) 

It’s really amazing when you think about it. 

About 7 billion people live on this planet, and about 300 million of them live in the 

US. We’re all different—different ethnici>es, languages, interests, cultures. 

We’re tall, short, bald, big, and small. 

And God knows every single one. 

He knows your concerns, your hopes and dreams, your problems. 

And he cares about them all. 

It’s easy some>mes to get lost in the crowd, to think you’re just a number, that no-

body really cares. 

But God does. 

Go outside tonight and look at the sky. Let it remind you of David’s gazing at those 

same stars and reflec>ng on God’s interest in every single person. 

O Lord, our Lord, how majes>c is your name in all the earth! 

—Chuck 

 



Today 
 

The Weekly Devo*onal at the AHEPA 

3 Apartments will meet this a-ernoon 

at 3:30pm. 

 

 

 

Family News & Events 
 

Please welcome Marcus and Brooke 

Harris to the Hoover family. We also 

rejoice with Brooke as she was bap-

>zed into Christ on December 6. Their 

address is below: 
 

110 Hayesbury Court 

Pelham, AL  35124 

 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-

day, December 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, 

and the food items needed in Decem-

ber are Apple Juice and Baked Beans. 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
Greg Nobles    December 19 

Kevin Finnen    December 20 

Nancy Harris    December 21 

Jennifer Smith    December 21 

Nancy Williams    December 22 

Nikesha Fantroy   December 22 

Ashley Edwards    December 22 

Eli Powell    December 22 

 

Worship Assignments 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Daniel Warren 
 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Mark Lackey 
 
Communion: Jeffrey Melton 
 
Servers: 

Adam Lyles  David Naylor 

Wes Blankenship Jay Eiring 

Jeff Mathews  Joel Abbo2 

Tom Kidwell  Greg Nobles 
 
Alternates:  

Ma2hew Trousdale / Phillip Searcy 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Jeff Brake 
 
Ushers: Norman Rutland / Jim Reece 
 
Nursery: Michelle Judd / Stacey Holland 

 

Sunday Evening 
 

Song Leader: Rick Williams 
 
Opening Prayer: Daniel Warren 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion:  

William Lyles / Nolan Williams 
 
Closing Prayer: Keegan Holland 
 
Communion Trays Prepara*on:  

Paul & Anita Williams 
 
Bap*stery Garments: Denia Petruzella 
 
Communion Cups Pick-Up:  

Harper Yeilding / Wren Yeilding 
 
Cards for Pews:  

Madelyn Hunt / Carson Hicks 
 
Pencils for Pews:  

Becke2 Dalton / Spencer Dalton 
 
Nursery: April Winningham 
 
Audio / Video: Jay Holland 
 
Winter Quarter Facili*es:  

Marc Handley 
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Youth 
 

There will be a Teen Christmas Party 

and Devo*onal tonight at the home of 

Jay and Stacey Holland, 305 Liberty 

Court in Chelsea, at 6:30pm. 

 

It is >me to register for the upcoming 

Lads to Leaders Conven*on that will 

take place on March 30-April 1, 2018. If 

you are planning to a2end, please sign 

the list that has been placed on the 

back rail in the Auditorium. You will 

also need to complete the Student, 

Adult, and Hotel registra>on forms. 

Please make your check payable to the 

Hoover Church of Christ and earmark it 

for Lads Conven>on. Contact Kyle 

Wadley with any ques>ons about this 

event. 

 

 

 

When Bad is Be4er  

(Ecclesiastes 7:1-14) 
 

Have you ever been engaged? Are you cur-

rently engaged? If so, you understand the 

importance of an engagement ring—a 

“rock!”  
 
Jewelers talk about “the four C’s”—cut, 

clarity, color, and carat. These four varia-

bles are used to calculate the value of a 

diamond.  
 
I have always found the first variable—

cut—the most interes>ng. “Cut” refers to 

the propor>ons, finish, symmetry, and 

polish of the diamond. These factors deter-

mine the brilliance of a diamond. Well-cut 

diamonds sell at a premium and poorly cut 

diamonds sell at discounted prices. The 

premise behind this variable is the more a 

diamond is cut, the more it sparkles. And 

what woman doesn’t want an engagement 

ring that sparkles? 
 
Like a beau>ful diamond, character is 

formed by pressure and polished by fric-

>on. A person doesn’t wake up one morn-

ing a man or woman of character. Charac-

ter doesn’t evolve out of osmosis. Charac-

ter is developed by adversity or what many 

have called “the school of hard knocks.” 
 
(Cont. on page 3) 

 

 



Carelines 
 

Joan Arnold was released from the 

hospital on Tuesday and is recover-

ing at home from having pneumo-

nia. She is improving.  

 

Donna Dearien has pneumonia and 

is taking breathing treatments. She 

is doing somewhat be2er.  

 

Joy Brooks will begin radia>on soon 

and will receive between 20-25 

treatments. 
 
Kim Harmon received another 

chemo treatment at CTCA. Please 

pray for her healing and for Randy 

and Kaitlin as well.   
 

Brenda Rayburn is at home recover-

ing from surgery and is feeling much 

be2er. 
 
Remember our shut-ins with your 

prayers, visits, and cards: Jeff Na-

bors and Rowena English. 

 

Remember our church family: Jim & 

Virgie Banks, Leroy Owens, Joe & 

Sylvia Huffman, Gail & Bill Powell, 

Freida Bearden, Claudia Velasquez 

Cuellar, Steve & Joy Martin, Joyce 

Baker, Nancy & Dennis Williams, and 

Bill Laughmiller. 

 

Remember our families and friends:   

Grant McDonald and Deborah Hicks 

(Harold & Donna Rhodes’ friends), 

Butch Haynes (Beth Burleson’s dad), 

Pauline Hartsock (Gale Je2’s friend), 

April Ehrlich (Donna Dearien’s 

niece), Eric Boggs (Macee Boggs’ 

dad), Deloris Porter (Sarah Washing-

ton’s friend), Dr. Lynn Simons 

(Lajuana Logan’s friend), Jus>n 

Searcy (Phillip Searcy’s brother), 

Robin Drake (T.J. Drake’s mother), 

Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), 

and McKinley Livingston (Alan & 

Tiffany Roberts’ friend).  

 
 
 
 

A4endance and Offering 

December 10, 2017 
 

A2endance:  

Bible Class: 216 

Worship AM: 325  

Worship PM: 169 

Wednesday: 218 

 

Contribu>on: $11,124.95 

Weekly Budget: $13,419.29 

Weekly Average: $13,712.66 

Contribu>on to Date: $671,920.56 

 

 
Supported Works 

• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  

       ($20,000 annually) 
 

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL

($10,000 annually) 
 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot   

Missions, South Africa                

($2,400 annually) 
 

• Cusco, Peru Mission Team,       

Barton Kizer                               

($1,800 annually) 
 

• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 

• Colombia Mission                 

($12,000 annually) 
 

• Brint Rice / Backwoods Camp 

($12,000 annually)  
 

• Local Missions / Food Pantry 

($9,000 annually) 
 

• Stateside Missions                    

($8,000 annually) 
 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania     

   

   

 

(Cont.) 
 
Indeed, there is no educa>on like adversity. 

Yet, adversity has the poten>al to create 

greatness in a person. Thus, Solomon says, 

“Adversity is be2er than prosperity.”  
 
How can this be? In Ecclesiastes 7:1-14, Solo-

mon gives two reasons: 
 
• Adversity s*mulates an eternal perspec-

*ve (7:1-4). In this passage, we will discov-

er that some of the medicine that tastes 

the worst has the best cure. In the first 

four verses, Solomon suggests that there 

is much to be gained by sober reflec>on 

on sorrow and death. He writes in 7:1, “a 

good name is be2er than a good oint-

ment.” The point of this proverb is: The 

character of one’s reputa>on is more valu-

able and enduring than the scent of per-

fume. A good name can live beyond the 

grave, but the scent of perfume ceases to 

linger. We could say, “Who we are is more 

important than what we have or do not 

have!” 
 
• Adversity cul*vates Godly character (7:5-

14). This second sec>on reminds us that 

God loves us too much to let us remain as 

we are. In 7:5-6, Solomon writes, “It is 

be2er to listen to the rebuke of a wise 

man than for one to listen to the song of 

fools. For as the crackling of thorn bushes 

under a pot, so is the laughter of a fool, 

and this is fu>lity.” Solomon likens the 

meaningless praise and laughter of fools 

to “the crackling of thorn bushes under a 

pot.” This was a culturally relevant com-

parison that we don’t readily understand. 

Branches of a thorn bush thrown on a fire 

will flame up with rapid intensity, provid-

ing a short hot burn. If you needed to heat 

up something quickly, instead of preparing 

a fire for slow cooking, you would throw 

branches on the fire. Solomon uses his 

illustra>on to say that the praise of fools is 

quick, hot, showy—but gone quickly. It 

flames up, dies out, and you need some-

thing else to stoke the fire. The rebuke of 

a wise man, however, can change your life 

forever. 
 
God can take anything that is Bad and make it 

Be2er! 
 
—Keith Krell (edited) 
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Place  

Postage  

3248 Lorna Road  
Hoover, AL 35216 

The Glory of God 

(1 Corinthians 10:31; 2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

 

Glory of God 

 

- Luke 2:8-9; Psalm 19:1; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Romans 3:23 

_______________________________________________ 

 

- Literally: _______________________________________ 

 

- Metaphorically: _________________________________ 

 

- Physical manifesta>on of one’s ____________________ 

 

God’s __________________________________________ 

 

- Psalm 19:1; Psalm 8 

 

_________________________________ Glory (Genesis 3) 

 

__________________________ Glory (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 

There was a man named John 

(John 1:6-8, 19-34) 

 

 

John as a witness 

 

 

 

 

 

John as a humble witness 

 

 

 

 

 

What John teaches us 
 


