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Hoover Women’s Newsletter 
re·mem·ber

Happy February!  I hope that you have settled into 2017 and off to a good start.  We are 
celebrating another year at Hoover with a group of women who are actively focused on God 
and helping others.  This womenʼs ministry, called JEWELS – Joyfully Encouraging Women 
through Edification and Loving Service – has some great projects planned for 2017.  If you are 
not involved in a team, we invite you to come aboard and find out more.

The theme for JEWELS in 2017 is “Remember”… Followed by a specific tagline for each month.  
In January, the theme was “Remember… You belong to God.”  Februaryʼs theme is 
“Remember… to Love.”  
Here are some different definitions of the word “remember:”

• To have in or be able to bring to one's mind an awareness of someone or something that 
one has seen, known, or experienced in the past; recall, call to mind, recollect.  Example: 
"I remember the screech of the horn as the car came toward me."

• To do something that one has undertaken to do or that is necessary or advisable; be 
sure, be certain.  Example: "Did you remember to mail the letters?"

• Used to emphasize the importance of what is asserted. "You must remember the 
password to access your account.”

• To pray for the success or well-being of; commemorate, honor, salute.  Example: "The 
congress should be remembered in our prayers."

Most often, remembering is something that we do in reflection of past events or actions.  
Remembering can be both a positive and a negative experience, 
based on what we are calling to mind.  As we remember in 2017, 
the monthly themes for the JEWELS womenʼs ministry are 
intended to do more than just trigger a recollection.  As noted 
in the definitions above, remembering may be an “important” 
something that you have undertaken that is necessary and/or 
advisable, and it can be in honor of or to commemorate a 
person, place, or a thing.  

This year, letʼs strive to “remember” in a way that honors 
and glorifies God, just as He remembers us every single day.

Donna Handley  
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Prayer - Felicia Arnold

Dearest Father God, Hallowed be thy great 
and glorious name. I join the elders in heaven 
in Your praise saying, “You are worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and honor and power; for You 
created all things, and by Your will they exist 
and were created.” 

I praise you because you are a good, good 
Father. Your love for me is indescribable. I still 
struggle to fully comprehend how you loved 
me, your prodigal daughter, so much that you 
sacrificed Jesus, your perfect Son. I’m 
simultaneously filled with extreme gratitude 
and unworthiness. I do not feel worthy of a 
sacrifice of that magnitude, but I am so glad 
You counted me worthy. Your love overwhelms 
me and leaves me speechless, tearful and in 
awe. I feel torn in my worship to You as I 
meditate on Your love. I raise my hands high 
as I strain to get near You to praise You and 
bask in Your love. I also bow down low as I 
praise You and am humbled by Your mercy. 
Father, if it were humanly possible, You know 

I’d bow my head into the floor in reverence, to 
express my gratitude for Your love and mercy. 
I never feel I’m low enough in Your presence, 
but I never feel I’m high enough either. I get 
excited thinking about heaven when I will be in 
Your actual presence and see Your face. Oh, 
won’t it be wonderful there!

Father, the truth of Your faithful love makes 
me more determined to fight to never be 
casual about sin, and trample Christ underfoot 
by treating His blood sacrifice like a common 
thing. Lord, let it never be that I insult the Spirit 
of grace by hardening my heart against Your 
commands and continue in sin. Lord let Your 
goodness always lead me to repentance. Let 
me never forget the unquantifiable cost of the 
sacrifice of Jesus. Let me never forget His 
invaluable worth and my utter worthlessness- 
without Him. Please let me never forget. 
Thank You again Father for counting me 
worthy. I love you so, so much. In Jesus’ 
precious name I pray. Amen. 

Need a Bible question 
answered; some advice from an 
older, wiser sister in Christ; or 
some practical solutions to an 
etiquette problem? 

We are launching a short question 
and answer column for future 
newsletters which will be called 
“DEAR DEBORAH” - as in the Judge 
who ruled over Israel - but in the spirit 
of Dear Abby.  We will keep it 
anonymous so feel free to ask anything. 
Submit your questions in the question 
box which will be set up on the back 
rail.  

God’s Promises: 
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Who Are You? Leah Covington

Your life seems to be going okay.  You are 
rather enjoying it, actually.  Going shopping, 
going to movies, hanging out with your 
friends.  But then it happens.  The world 
comes to an end and you lose everything.  
Maybe it’s a job.  Or your home burns down.  
Or a loved one dies.  Suddenly, life looks 
completely different.  Who are you?

When tragedy strikes, how important is your 
makeup?  When you can’t afford a happy meal 
at McDonald’s, how important are those 
name-brand clothes?  How necessary is that 
monthly mani/pedi?  Are you still afraid to 
leave the house without your makeup on, your 
hair just right, your clothes the latest style?  Is 
that really who you are??

Matthew 6:19-21 says, “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.”  If we are more 
concerned about how we look on the outside, 
we are missing the boat.  

1 Peter 3:3-4, tells us, “Your beauty should 
not come from outward adornment, such as 
braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry 
and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of 
your inner self, the unfading beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth 
in God's sight.”  Peter is trying to make us 
stop focusing on the way we adorn our 
bodies, and start focusing on keeping our 
hearts in line with Jesus.  

It’s not wrong to 
want to look your 
best, especially 
when it comes to 
worshipping our 
Lord.  But we 
must remember 
that no amount 
of makeup, no expensive clothes can hide our 
hearts from God.  We must realize that 
sometimes our outward appearance can 
overshadow the light of Christ we want to 
show the world.  The next time you look in 
the mirror, spend some time looking in your 
own eyes.  Search for Jesus.  And put away 
the makeup brush.

 
Keenya Mathews 
Andrea Mason
Tiffany Jacobs
Jessica Cicero
Annie Drake

Mollye Melton

Welcome New Sisters In Christ! 
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RECENT EVENTS 

Topics preached included: 
Friday, January 20: God: Wrath & Mercy
Saturday, January 21: Jesus: Flesh & Devine
Sunday, January 22: 9am—Humans: Worthless & Precious; 10am—Us and God: 
Rules & Relationships; 1pm—Faith: Caution & Confidence

The Mentoring team sponsored a sleepover for the 6th-12th grade girls on January 
27th at the home of Shawna Brown. There were 7 girls and 4 adults who joined in the fun. 
The group enjoyed supper together, played “Minute to Win It” games and then participated 
in a devotional talk about the importance of having our own faith and relationship with God. 
Many had to leave around midnight because of commitments on Saturday, but those who 
were able to stay had fun craft time and got to know each other even better. 

JACOB EVANS from the Pulaski Street Church of Christ conducted our annual 
Gospel Meeting.  All members were blessed by his timely messages.  

The Annual Thanksgiving Food Pantry and Clothing Drive 

was on Sunday, November 20th in the Fellowship Hall.The Hoover family collected clothes for 

several weeks, and volunteers spent many hours organizing them. More than 160 families 

came for the event, our largest crowd ever!  They enjoyed “shopping” for clothes, and received a 

bag of Thanksgiving food items. Many thanks to members who served in this project! 

Over 30 ladies gathered at the church to share cookies and treats at the annual Ladies 
Cookie Swap on December 11th. They enjoyed fun holiday games, yummy food, 
and had a great time fellowshipping with each other and relaxing in the midst of the crazy 
holiday season.
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"All That You Said to Me I Will Do " 
Ruth 3:5

“All that you said to me I will do,” Ruth 3:5. In looking at this verse, Ruth is telling her mother-in -
law Naomi, “Whatever you tell me to do, I will do.” She is simply letting her know that she will be 
a servant to her. This is how God wants us to be. God wants us to have that servant’s heart. 

Now you may ask, “What do you mean when you say a servant’s heart?” It's simple. We need to 
carry each other’s burdens.  Well I look at it like this: We must have the faith that God supplies, 
the spirit of Christ, and through the spirit of Christ, we produce the fruit of love. Through love we 
should devote ourselves to lifting the burdens of others, and by this we follow the laws of Christ, 
as in Galatians 6:2.

When Jesus died on the cross for us, this was a selfless act. We need to be more like Jesus in 
the way he put us before himself.

We need to be servants like Jesus. We must put others first. Yes, yes, we must put others first. 
But wait!  What if I want to go home and play with my dolls, but help is needed at the food 
pantry?  You know the dolls will be there, but what joy I’ll feel in my heart knowing that I helped to 
bring the light of love to someone in need.

There are other ways to have a servant’s heart like Jesus. During the holidays, I’m sure to have 
food, family and friends- did I say food?☺  But what about that person that doesn’t have family or 
friends and may be having a hard time? I could volunteer at a mission and serve food. 
There is so much more we can do. We need to help out in the home. We need to visit the sick. 
Maybe someone needs a ride to, or support at the doctor office. We could be there for them too.

       We need to have the mindset of Jesus which 
       means, we need to put other before ourselves. 
       We need to think and live, “ALL THAT YOU SAID 
       TO ME I WILL DO.”

       Kingston Washington
       4th grade
 

Bible Humor

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married 
Ruth?   

A:  Ruthless

Each quarter we will feature one of our Leaderette’s speeches from the L2L 
competition. 
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WHY ARE WE HERE?  Part 3
Denia Petruzella  

 In Part 1 of this series, we examined the question “WHY ARE WE...here?”  Why did God create the earth 
and people to begin with??  We realized that although we don't know all the answers, we do know this:  
Human beings were created by God’s will, for His glory, and for His eternal purpose.  

Part 2 of this series looked at the question:  Why are WE here?  You and me - as individuals.  We are no 
accident.  God created each one of us individually on purpose - for His purpose.  We are here for a 
reason.  God knew about us and planned for us before the creation of the world. He formed us in our 
mothers wombs.  God is the potter and we are the clay.  He has made us for a specific function, like a 
bowl, or vase to serve a purpose in our own unique way.  He has a plan for each of us.  

SO...our third and final question:  
Why are we HERE?  At Hoover Church of Christ?  

God wanted you to be born (or adopted) into your earthly family - but more importantly He wanted you to 
be a part of HIS family.  Ephesians 1: 4-6 says, “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world 
to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love He predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will— to the praise of His glorious grace, which he has freely 
given us in the One He loves.”  God planned for us to be members of HIS family before we were ever 
born!  And He planned for us to be here on earth doing HIS will.  Romans 8:16-17 tells us, “The Spirit 
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”  How 
amazing is that!  God is the Father, Jesus is the Son, and we are also His daughters! We share in the 
inheritance of all the blessings of eternal life with Jesus and God.  When we were “born again” into the 
family of God through baptism, we were added to the Church - which is the family of God.  

So, we know from our first lesson that we are here to bring glory to God.  That is why humans exist in 
general, and why we exist individually.  And we know that God allowed us to be born into our earthly 
families, and He has guided us through His ultimate plan for our lives to end up sitting at Hoover Church 
of Christ.  This has to mean that these two things go hand in hand!  We are created to bring God glory, 
and we are created to be His child through our obedience of the plan of salvation.  Therefore, we bring 
Him glory by being in His family and through all that we say and do as Christians, individually and as 
members of the Church of Christ!  

What are some very specific ways that we can bring glory to God by being a member of the Hoover 
Church of Christ? 

By loving our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:39) and by loving our fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ (Romans 15:7; John 13:34-35) 
By sharing the Good News with unbelievers (Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
By worshipping God and giving him thanks (Psalm 50:23)
By becoming like Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 1:11)
By doing the good works which God created us to do (Ephesians 2:10) and 
By serving others in the Church and the world with our unique spiritual gifts (Romans 12 and 
1 Corinthians 12)

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10
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SANDRA MOSS 

Hometown:  Hoover/Pelham
Occupation:  RN – Clinical supervisor
Favorite music:  Country/Oldies/Easy Listening
Favorite recipe:  Lady & Sons Beef Vegetable Soup
Best advice to give others:  Always be honest with 
everyone and treat them the way you want to be treated.
Three words to describe yourself: Humble, Friendly, Caring
Biggest Adventure: Our honeymoon trip to St John’s in the 
Virgin Islands.  We stayed in town, ate some of the best food,
and saw the most gorgeous beaches I’ve ever seen!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

JAMIE POWELL 

Hometown:  Moody, AL 
Occupation:  Stay at home teacher 
Favorite music: My favorite sounds right now are 
peace and quiet. Since I don't get to enjoy those as often as I'd like, 
the music I most often listen to is inspirational and 90's alternative.
Favorite recipe: anything all-natural and super healthy 
Best advice for others: When you’re in the middle of a struggle, spend 
more energy sharing your burden than comparing it to everyone else's.
Three words to describe yourself: Analytical, Introspective, Caring
Biggest Adventure: Darrell and I had lots of adventures in the 6+ years 
before we had children, but if I'm honest, I'd have to say that our greatest 
adventure has been parenthood. 

    KENDYL HARTMAN 

" " " " Hometown:  Alabaster
" " " " Occupation:  Sonic 
" " " " Favorite music:  All kinds
" " " " Favorite recipe: My mom’s grape salad
" " " " Best advice to give others: Always use your head and stay strong 
" " " " no matter what
" " " " Three words to describe yourself: Energetic, Kind, Sensitive 
" " " " Biggest Adventure: Life in general has been an adventure!
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Happy Times! 

Bailey Webster married 
Jacob Baker on Nov. 19, 2016

Sean Bowman married 
Sahari Rivera on Nov. 12, 2016 

Nikesha Fantroy had baby 
Lawson Jacob on Nov. 29, 2016 

April Collins had baby 
Warren Jamal on Sept 8, 2016

Kristen Dees had baby   
Collins Elizabeth on 

January 18, 2017

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sip and Serve 
Feb 5

L2L Speeches at 
Columbiana Church       
Feb 5

Date Night 
Feb 11

Ladies Retreat 
Feb 17-18

LAUGHTER IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten 
Commandments with her five and six year olds. After 
explaining the commandment to "honor" thy Father 
and thy Mother, she asked, "Is there a 
commandment that teaches us how to treat our 
brothers and sisters?" 

Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a 
family) answered, "Thou shall not kill." 


