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The girl with pink hair 
I went to eat at a fast-food joint awhile back, and the young lady in front of me looked, well, 
different. Her hair was a shade of cotton candy pink that I’m pretty sure wasn’t her natural hair 
color. She had piercings in places that aren’t yet considered mainstream. She chose her clothes 
to match the image portrayed by her hair and jewelry.  
As it worked out, she and her friend sat at a table near mine, and I could hear their conversa-
tion—they weren’t being discreet. I’m not sure what I expected them to talk about, but I sup-
pose I thought it might have something to do with the next punk rock concert or where the best 
party was this weekend. I don’t have a lot of friends in “that world” (whatever I thought “that 
world” was), so I wasn’t sure what to expect—maybe I’d get the latest scoop on Birmingham’s 
devil worship hot spots? I couldn’t wait.  
You’d probably never guess, so I’ll go ahead and drop the bombshell: They talked about their 
jobs, their friends, a couple of problems they were having, and something about her Dad. 

In other words, it was pretty boring stuff, not nearly as exciting as I’d hoped. In other words, 
stuff I talk about with my friends when we go to lunch. Probably the same as you.  
Not long after I figured out she might not be a devil-worshiper I got bored with my eavesdrop-
ping. It’s pretty sad, I know. It’s so easy to make snap judgments about people, to put them in 
neat little boxes that are well-defined. You look like this, so you must do that. You’re different 
from me, so I keep you at a distance.  
Pink hair and body piercings? Parties, drugs, and who knows what else. Clean-cut, tailored suit, 
polished shoes? Respectable, law-abiding, church-going. Good guy. Except it’s not so simple.  
Truth is, we’re not so different from one another. Along with many of you, I’ve done short-term 
mission work on the continents of Asia, South America, Australia, and Africa, and some of the 
cultural differences are significant—we look different, eat different food, wear different clothes.  
But if you look beneath the surface, you find that they’re a lot like us, or maybe, we’re a lot like 
them. They want their kids to be healthy and to get a good education, and they worry about 
them. They want their marriages to be stronger. They’re concerned about their aging parents. 
They fret over their economic situation and disapprove of the government. They laugh and cry 
and eat and sleep.  
Look a little deeper, and the pink-hair girl with loud clothes and the clean-cut-hair guy with the 
suit and tie, as well as the Asian, the African, and the American, all have the same problem.  
We’re badly flawed, and deep down we know it. Because our past relationship with God isn’t 
what it ought to be, we struggle in other areas as well—our jobs, our marriages, our friendships, 
everything.  
And we all have the same hope, no matter our past, no matter how bad. That hope is Jesus, the 
one who came to bring us back to the Father. To restore us to wholeness. To give us life.  
Instead of judging this young lady by her clothing choices or body art, I should’ve seen her for 
what she is and what we all are: people created in God’s image who have marred that image by 
the choices we’ve made.  
And people for whom God gave everything to get us back. That, in essence, is the story of the 
Bible. That’s the good news.  
I doubt God even noticed the pink hair, and I shouldn’t have either. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we are thankful for 
your presence. Please fill out a visitor’s 
sheet that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you are vis-
iting from. 
 
New class in 2022 for Gen Z/
Millennials: We’re excited that Jeff 
Melton is going to begin leading a new 
class in January! If you’re in that age 
bracket, please stay for a very brief 
meeting downstairs immediately after 
this morning’s worship service. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 

 
 

Family News and Events 
 

Sunday night’s Faith in Action: Thanks 
so much to everyone who helped with 
last Sunday night’s Faith in Action 
event at Fellowship House and particu-
larly to April Collins who coordinated 
and led the service effort. Please read 
the note below that April received from 
Elizabeth Norman, the Community Re-
source Coordinator at Fellowship 
House: “April, I want to say thank you 
so much for all of the supplies you 
brought! WOW! Also a big thank you 
for the dinner and the service! I came in 
yesterday to clients and the staff who 
were here talking about how wonderful 
it was and how great the food was, and 
they are still talking about it this morn-
ing! We so appreciate y’all thinking of 
us again this year, and I’m so glad y’all 
are creative thinkers and figured out 
how to make it happen! Please relay 
our appreciation to the congregation 
and pastor! It is not often that we re-
ceive opportunities like that, and we 
truly value those experiences for our 
residents! Elizabeth Stewart Norman, 
BSW, ADC, Community Resource Coor-
dinator, Fellowship House Recovery 
Services, Inc.” 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in December for 
Needs: Harold Rhodes  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Daniel Warren 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Norman Rutland 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Jason McKeown 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Jonathan Weimer 
 
Audio/Cameras: Chad Blackmon 
Alternate: Rick Williams 
 
Video: David Naylor 
 
Security: Jerry Culbertson 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 

 
**Bible Reading Plan for  

December 12-15 
 

Sunday, December 12: Revelation 15-
16; Isaiah 63 
 
Monday, December 13: Revelation 17-
18; Isaiah 64 
 
Tuesday, December 14: Revelation 19-
20; Isaiah 65 
 
Wednesday, December 15: Revelation 
21-22; Isaiah 66 
 
**Our Bible reading plan for 2021 ends 
on December 15. 
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Youth 
 

• Wednesday, December 15: Pre-
teen Devotional, 5:30pm 

• Wednesday, December 15: Service 
Project 

• Sunday, December 19: Christmas 
Lights and Caroling 

• Wednesday, December 29: Lock-in 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Tom & Sherri McQuillan    December 16 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Janie Gaither      December 13 
Deebe Taylor      December 15 
Chad Blackmon      December 16 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 

Dear Hoover church,   
Rex and I thank you for all your kindness 
and caring shown to us over the last 
several months during my recent sur-
gery. We are grateful for the meals, 
phone calls, many cards, and especially 
your heartfelt prayers. I don’t think I 
could have made it without your en-
couragement and prayers! This pouring 
out of love has meant so much to us in 
my recovery. We are so thankful for our 
church family. 
My recovery is going well. I’m feeling so 
much better. I had Covid last week, and 
I’m thankful it wasn’t bad. Thanks be to 
God. 
We hope to attend services soon!  
God bless you all.  
With love and gratitude, 
Rex and Jeanne 
 
 

1 Corinthians 12:23 
 
“. . . and those members of the body 
which we deem less honorable, on 
these we bestow more abundant honor, 
and our less presentable members be-
come much more presentable . . .” 
 
 



Attendance and Offering 
December 5, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 151 
AM Worship: 214 
PM Worship: 42 
Wednesday: 118 
 
Contribution: $16,087.45 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,715.16 
Contribution to Date: $721,042.97 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 

Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

“And He gave some as apostles, and 
some as prophets, and some as evan-
gelists, and some as pastors and teach-
ers, for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the building up 
of the body of Christ . . .” 
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Carelines 
  

We extend our condolences to Bob Brooks 
and his family upon the death of his step-
mother, Jean Brooks. Jean was 94 years old 
and was a faithful member of the Country 
Club Road Church of Christ in Roswell, NM. 
 
Anita Wadley, Kyle Wadley’s mother, is at 
Vanderbilt Hospital and is in stable condi-
tion after falling.  
Sarah Washington is recovering from sur-
gery and is doing well.   
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, has 
been at Lakeshore Rehab Facility after un-
dergoing foot surgery. He is progressing 
well.   
Gracie Gaither has Covid but is feeling some 
better.   
Judy McKeown, Jason McKeown’s mother, 
is being treated for Covid pneumonia. 
Please remember her in your prayers, and 
pray for Jason’s dad as well. You may send 
cards of encouragement to 11790 Patrick 
St., Arlington, TN 38002.  
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, has under-
gone recent medical tests that have come 
back positive for two separate and very 
serious issues. She will require more tests—
please pray these tests will be favorable for 
her.  
Corey Burke, Ashton Henry’s cousin’s hus-
band, has abdominal cancer.   
Austin Wentz, 14-year-old grandson of John 
and Wilda Gardner (friends of the Ray-
burns), is being treated for lymphoma at St. 
Jude in Memphis.  
Sam Cunningham, Janie Gaither’s co-
worker’s seventeen-year-old nephew, is 
fighting leukemia.  
 
Hadley Nelson, six-year-old daughter of a 
patient of Joel Abbott, has liver failure and 
is on a ventilator.  
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Jeanne An-
derson, Sheryl Jackson, Gail Powell, Mollye 
Melton, Jamie Starns, and Dick Smith. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Na-
talie Smart (Joel Abbott’s medical assistant), 
Chris Hethcox (Markie Jones’ dad), Doug 
Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Charlie Davis 
(Leah Covington’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother). 

 
  

The Difference That Love Makes 
 
The parable of the Prodigal son in Luke 15 is 
special partly because it is one of the pas-
sages that gives us a direct glimpse into the 
kind of Father God is. The son decided he 
would rather have the riches that he would 
one day have inherited from his father than 
to live in his father’s presence. So, he took 
his things and left. But somewhere along 
the way, he realized the difference that love 
makes. When in the far country, practicing 
how he would beg his father to let him 
come home, he said, “I’m no longer worthy 
to be called your son. Make me like one of 
your hired workers” (Luke 15:19). He now 
recognized the difference between a son 
and a hired servant. He was now aware of 
the difference that love made. He realized 
that he meant much more to his father than 
just the work that he had done growing up. 
And now, he would WORK differently . . . 
work BETTER . . . because of love . . . just like 
love caused the father to value his son 
above a mere worker, love would now 
cause the son to work for the father without 
resentment.  
Jesus spoke about His desire for our submis-
sion and obedience in much the same way. 
He said, “If you love me, you will keep my 
commands” (John 14:15). We won’t keep 
Christ’s commands consistently out of fear 
or necessity. He knows only love will keep 
us walking with Him. Jesus also said, “You 
are my friends if you do what I command 
you” (John 15:14). Again, a person might 
serve another for a while based on any 
number of reasons. But, for a friend, you’d 
walk on an endless path of self-sacrifice. For 
one that you love, you would do anything.  
So for us, dear Christians, we must see how 
we’re destined to fail in our walk with Christ 
unless our hearts become filled with love for 
Him. We might obey for a while because it’s 
what our family wants, but without love, it 
won’t last. We might walk in the light for a 
time because we are afraid of the dark, but 
eventually, there will have to be a deep love 
that keeps us yearning for the light.  
In the battle between flesh and spirit, the 
flesh has the upper hand, unless love draws 
our mind, body, and soul toward God.  
—Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Truth and Lies: The World 
(1 John 2:15-17) 

 
The _________________________________________ 
 
 
The three ___________ of the ___________________ 
 
 
Redefining ___________________________________ 
 
 
The _________________________ as counterculture* 
 
 A community of deep _____________ ties in a 
culture of individualism and isolation 
 
 A community of _____________ in a culture of 
hedonism 
 
 A community of _____________ in a culture of 
chaos 
 
*These 3 subpoints are from John Mark Comer, Live No 
Lies (pp 242-251) 

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the rest of 2021. 
 
Tonight: Small Groups. 
 
December 19: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
December 26: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 


