
oover Church of Christ 
 

 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   
    Matthew 6:21 

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 (205) 822-5610 Office 
 www.hoovercoc.org 

jtroughton@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    616-1109 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 
Harold Rhodes  876-9296 

 
 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  

(205) 586-5610 (cell) 
cwebster@hoovercoc.org 

 
 
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org 

 
 
 

YOUTH & FAMILY  
MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 
 

December 3, 2023 

 

 Highest Place 
“Highest Place” is one of my favorite worship songs: 

We place You 

On the highest place 

For You 

Are the great High Priest. 

We place You 

High above all else 

And we come to You 

And worship at Your feet (Scripture in Song, Ramon Pink, 1983). 

The lyrics are based on the NIV’s translation of Philippians 2:9-11: 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

The verb translated “exalted him to the highest place” means super exalted and is usually 
translated “highly exalted” (ESV, NRSV, NKJV, etc.). 

It’s a fascinating word picture: Jesus humbled himself and died the lowest kind of death, 
then descended into the earth. But God raised him from the grave and super exalted him, 
where he now intercedes for us at God’s right hand (Romans 8:34). 

From the cross to the grave to the throne . . . Jesus is indeed at the “highest place,” as the 
lyrics suggest. 

I have one small quibble with the song, though: Jesus isn’t at the highest place because we 
put him there. 

He’s there because he submitted himself to the Father, and God exalted him to his right 
hand. 

I think that’s a subtle point that we ought to remember. 

When Jesus was resurrected and ascended to the Father, he ascended to a place of honor 
and glory and power. 

That’s Paul’s point in this passage: Jesus is on the throne, and one day everyone—
including those who deny him now—will acknowledge him as Lord. 

When I sing, “We place you on the highest place,” I remind myself that I could never do 
anything to put him in his exalted position. 

He’s already there—whether I acknowledge it or not—and I can choose to worship him as 
the Lord of lords, or deny him now and confess him then. —Chuck 



Today 
                       
Join us for Common Grounds Fellowship 
every Sunday morning from 8:15-8:45am in 
the main lobby. Donuts and coffee are 
served. 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re glad you’re here. 
Please fill out a visitor’s card that is located 
in the pew. We would like to know where 
you’re visiting from. 
 
Our Adult Education Classes: Chuck Web-
ster is teaching in the auditorium, and his 
class is called: “A Faith that Works: A Study 
of the Book of James.” Rick Williams and 
Jason McKeown are teaching in the Library, 
and their class is on “Suffering.” 
 
The deadline to turn in your Childhaven 
gifts is today! Please have them wrapped.  
 
Tonight we’ll be going to The Fellow-
ship House on 12th Ave S in Birmingham to 
serve the residents a meal and have a devo-
tional with them. You can help in a few 
ways: 1. We need some of our people to be 
at The Fellowship House by 5:00 to serve 
the meal. 2. We’ll have a devotional at 
around 5:30, so it would be great if we had 
good attendance so we can sing and pray 
with everyone who comes (they love this 
devotional!). Thanks so much to April Col-
lins for organizing this outreach/service 
effort! 
 
This evening at 5:00pm, we will meet in the 
auditorium for a worship service. Wade 
Warren will teach the class. 

 

News and Events 
 
There will be a Dads and Kids Game Night 
in the fellowship hall on Friday, December 
8, at 6:00pm, and dinner will be provided! 
Bring your games for a night of fun! Please 
let Rick Williams know if you plan to come.  
 
Childhaven Christmas is on Saturday, De-
cember 9. Please have all your gifts 
wrapped. 
 
Our Ladies’ Cookie Swap is in the fellow-
ship hall on Sunday, December 10, after our 
evening worship service. Please bring two 
dozen cookies to share—dinner will be pro-
vided. There are sign-up sheets on the back 
rail in the auditorium. 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 
Elder to Contact in December for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr. 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Virgie Banks & Jean Troughton 
 
Usher, AM: Marc Handley 
 
Nursery: Ashton Henry 
 
Scripture Reading: Joel Abbott 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Marlon Crow 
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Chris Mullinax 
PM: Corey Covington  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
 
Communion: Caleb Henry 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Ben Vick 
PM: Aidan McQuillan 
 
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon  
Video: Clint Richey 
 
Security: Shawn Troughton  
Alternate: Steven Gaither 

 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
December 3-10 

 
Sunday, December 3: 1 Corinthians 15-16 
 
Monday, December 4: 2 Corinthians 1-4  
Tuesday, December 5: 2 Corinthians 5-9  
Wednesday, December 6: 2 Corinthians 10-
13  
Thursday December 7: Romans 1-3  
Friday, December 8: Romans 4-7 
 
Saturday, December 9: Romans 8-10 
 
Sunday, December 10: Romans 11-13 
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News and Events cont. 
 
The Young at Heart will be meeting in the 
fellowship hall on Friday, December 15, for 
their Christmas celebration. If you plan to 
attend, please sign the sheet that has been 
placed on the back rail in the auditorium. 
This meal will be catered, and you will need 
to choose which meal you want. The dead-
line to sign up is Sunday, December 10.  
 
 Walk4Water update: Thank you so much for 
everything you’ve done to support this year’s 
Walk4Water. As of today, our congregation—
along with the Palisades, Decatur Highway, 
and Ashville Road Churches of Christ—have 
raised $49,600! It costs $7,500 on average to 
dig one clean-water well, so that gives us 
enough for six wells this year, which is in-
credible. If we raise $2,900 more, we’ll dig a 
seventh well. If not, Healing Hands will use 
the balance to go toward repairing existing 
wells. Either way, your generosity is amazing, 
and thousands of people will be blessed be-
cause of what you’ve done. In the next few 
months we’ll update you again and let you 
know where our wells are located. If you 
didn’t get a chance to give, the link remains 
open for the next week or so: https://
walk4water.hhi.org/birmingham-al-2023. 
Again, thank you so much for your kindness. 
 
Our GriefShare Ministry meets on Saturdays 
in the Library from 10:00am-12:00pm. This 
class will end on January 27. 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

Baker Mullinax                             December 5 
Greg Coker              December 5 
Harper Weimer                             December 6 
Shelby Sandlin                             December 7 
Sondra Moss              December 7 
Connor Graham                             December 8 

 

Youth 
 
• Today: Lads to Leaders Workshop from 

1:30-5:00pm (Speech at 1:30, Song Lead-
ing and Songs of Praise at 2:00, Art Says 
It at 2:30, Bible Bowl at 3:00, and Pup-
pets at 4:00)  

• Today: Area-wide devotional at the Pali-
sades Church of Christ  

• Saturday, December 9: Childhaven 
Christmas 

 
• Saturday, December 16: Breakfast with 

Santa from 8:00-10:00am 
 

https://walk4water.hhi.org/birmingham-al-2023
https://walk4water.hhi.org/birmingham-al-2023


Attendance and Offering 
November 26, 2023 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Study: 153 
AM Worship: 229 
PM Worship: 38 
Wednesday: 155 
 
Contribution: $7,899.68 
Weekly Budget: $14,280.00 
Weekly Average: $14,697.69 
Contribution to Date: $705,489.00 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief   
• Cy Walker, Guyana                       
• Clothing Closet  
• Food Pantry   
• Guyana  
• Tanzania     
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana  
• Tanzania  
• Philippines  
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philippines  
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 4:17 
 

“From that time Jesus began to preach, 
and to say, Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
 
One of the most familiar carols we hear dur-
ing the holidays is “I Heard the Bell on Christ-
mas Day.” The story behind the song, based 
on a poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
is very interesting. 
 
In 1860, Longfellow was at the peak of his 
success as a poet. Abraham Lincoln had just 
been elected President, giving hope to many 
in the nation. But things soon turned dark for 
America and for Longfellow, personally. The 
Civil War began the following year, and Long-
fellow’s wife died of severe burns after her 
dress caught fire. Longfellow sustained se-
vere burns on his hands and face during his 
efforts to save his wife. He was so badly 
burned that he could not even attend her 
funeral. In his diary for Christmas Day 1861, 
he wrote, “How inexpressibly sad are the 
holidays.”  
For Christmas Day that year, Longfellow 
wanted to pull out of his despair, so he de-
cided to try to capture the joy of Christmas. 
He began: 
 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play,  

And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men. 
 
As Longfellow came to the sixth stanza, he 
was stopped by the thought of the condition 
of his beloved country. The Battle of Gettys-
burg was not long past. Days looked dark, 
and he probably asked himself the question, 
“How can I write about peace on earth, 
goodwill to men in this war-torn country, 
where brother fights against brother and 
father against son?” But he kept writing. 
 

And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 

“For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
But his final stanza rings as clearly as a bell 
toll on a crisp, quiet day: 
 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep; 
“God is not dead; nor doth he sleep! 

The Wrong shall fail, 
The Right Prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 

—Darrell Powell (Adapted) 
 

 
 

Carelines 
 
Chad Mumpower, Shawna Brown’s  
brother-in-law was involved in a fatal car acci-
dent Wednesday evening on his way home 
from work. He was 50 years old. Pray especial-
ly for his wife, Tina, and his daughter, Cecilia. 
 
Eddie Williams, Leah Covington’s stepdad, has 
taken a turn for the worse, and his prognosis is 
not good.  
 
Please pray for Sean and Anita Hochdorf. 
Anita was diagnosed at UAB with ALS (Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease).  
Joyce Hinton, Nikesha Fantroy’s mother, had a 
series of ministrokes.  

Anthony Petruzella’s close friend has request-
ed prayers for her mother, Michela Swafford, 
who has been diagnosed with Stage 3 breast 
cancer. 

Kelvin Blackmon, Chad Blackmon’s dad, is 
recovering from back surgery. 

Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ son, is 
undergoing chemo treatments at MD Ander-
son. Please send cards of encouragement to 
him at 114 S. Knights Crossing Drive, Spring, TX 
77382. 

Anita Wadley, Kyle Wadley’s mom, is out of 
rehab and is recovering at home. Send cards of 
encouragement to her at The Bridge of Colum-
bia, 851 W. James Campbell Blvd., Columbia, 
TN 38401. 

Joel Abbott’s medical assistant, Jasmine Bur-
roughs, requests prayers for her brother, Jus-
tin Traylor. He is being evaluated for heart 
surgery. 

Milton Stover, Paul and Karen Kirby’s friend, 
has Multiple Myeloma and is undergoing 
chemo treatments.  

Remember our shut-ins: Sylvia Huffman, 
Lynne Nichols, Dennis and Nancy Williams, and 
Joyce Baker.  
 
Remember our church family: Ali Tutak, Mike 
Creely, Dick Smith, Jeanne Anderson, and Gail 
Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Doug and 
Cathy Abbott (Joel Abbott’s parents), Jane 
Spivey (Rex Anderson’s sister), and Richard 
Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad).  
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 GriefShare Class  

We began a new GriefShare class on Saturday, November 

4. It will be each Saturday from 10am-noon and will go 

through January 27. Any of our members who have strug-

gled with loss are invited to participate. If you have 

friends who might benefit, please let them know about 

this class as well. 

 
So many people in the world have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer 
this GriefShare Ministry. It is organized around a thirteen-
week small-group program where participants meet to-
gether for around two hours each week and watch pro-
fessionally-designed videos featuring professional grief 
counselors and also people who are grieving. These 
presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. 
If you think this ministry might help you process your loss, 
please reach out to Harold Rhodes for more information, 
or you can visit https://www.griefshare.org/. 

 

 

3248 Lorna Road 

Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

