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November 14, 2021 

 

Looking for the chariot 
I don’t always look for opportunities to talk to people about Jesus Christ. Sometimes, espe-
cially in public places, I try to avoid conversations with people I don’t know rather than try 
to engage them. Caught up in my own little world—absorbed by my Kindle, iPhone, or 
thoughts—I keep to myself. Mumble the obligatory greeting, offer the minimally required 
eye contact, then let’s both get on with our days. 

Hi, there. How are you? Good. Take care. Have a good day, unknown stranger. So long. 

I’d like to encourage you (and me) to change our approach. I wonder what might happen if 
we prayed prayers like the one Philip of Acts 8 might’ve prayed. 

You remember the story. An important financial officer from Ethiopia had traveled all the 
way to Jerusalem to worship God as an outsider. God wanted him to hear the whole story, 
so he sent Philip to the man’s chariot to share the message of Jesus. The Ethiopian treasurer 
heard about Jesus, believed in him, and became a Christian. Some later stories suggest that 
he took the gospel back to his home country and led others to Jesus. 

Sometimes my tendency is to avoid the chariot, you know?  I see it and walk the other way, 
because I’ve got places to go, sermons to prepare, books to read, articles to write, and 
deadlines to meet. Sunday comes around every week, as they say in the preaching world. 

But maybe God calls me and you to find the chariots and not avoid them. Maybe he wants 
us to break away from our little neat, structured worlds and look for the people who are 
searching for something more than what they’re getting from this world. Maybe God gets 
frustrated with our tidy little church services where hundreds come but few actually meet 
Jesus. Maybe he wants us to take Jesus outside of our cozy church walls. 

Maybe you struggle with this too. Maybe you’re tired of playing the church game, doing 
your 9-to-5, mowing and edging your yard, paying your bills, clothing, feeding, and schooling 
your kids . . . but never actually doing what Jesus called you to do—talking to people about 
what he did for them. 

So I’m challenging you to pray this prayer with me this week. Will you do it? 

Get on your knees and tell God something like this: 

Dear God, I’m tired of living my little comfortable life of shallow conversations about subjects 
like sports and politics and clothes and weather that don’t really matter. I’m tired of never 
getting out of my comfort zone. So I ask you to do this for me this week, Lord. Send me an 
Ethiopian Treasurer. Or better yet, take me to his chariot. Take me to someone whose heart 
is open to Jesus. Lord, help me see the chariot and give me the courage to run after it. Lead 
me to the one who is searching for you and give me the words that will turn her heart to-
ward you. 

Father, I know seeking people are out there, and I know that I’ve seen them but looked the 
other way out of cowardice or fear or busyness. Please forgive me, and give me more chanc-
es to do it right. 

Thank you for what you did for me on the cross, and please give me a chance to get in 
someone’s chariot today. 

I ask you through Jesus who saved me. Amen. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Our Walk4Water event is this after-
noon at Veterans Park on Valleydale 
(near Spain Park High School)— we’ll 
be headquartered under the pavilion 
next to the volleyball courts. Registra-
tion begins at 1:30pm, and the walk 
starts at 2:00pm. Some will choose to 
walk the 4-mile distance out of respect 
for the millions of women and children 
in developing countries who walk this 
distance daily to get water, which—in 
most cases—is contaminated by differ-
ent kinds of bacteria. Others will simply 
attend the event to show their support 
and raise awareness for this very treat-
able problem. It’s also an excellent op-
portunity to show our kids that we can 
make a difference in the lives of fellow 
human beings who are struggling. To 
register for the walk or to donate, 
please go to this link and join our team: 
https://www.hhi.org/walk4water/
birmingham-al-2021-0. At around 4:00, 
we’ll join in with other believers in a 
time of singing and worship. 

 
Family News and Events 

 
Please welcome Jonn, Camille, Town-
send (3 years), Hampton (20 months), 
and Kingsley Elizabeth (newborn) Rock 
to the Hoover family. Jonn and Camille 
placed membership with us last Sun-
day, and we are blessed to have this 
family worshiping with us. Their contact 
information follows:  
1804 Cornwall Road, Hoover 35226 
Jonn: (256) 503-4554 
jdrock4au@gmail.com 
Camille: (205) 356-9717  
kingsleycamille@gmail.com 
 
The Clothing Closet will be open to the 
community and will be held in the fel-
lowship hall on Saturday, November 
20, from 9:00am-2:00pm. Masks will be 
required and there will be limited ca-
pacity. Volunteers will be needed to 
help set up prior to Saturday as well as 
the day of the event (hourly or however 
long that you can help). Sign up on our 
website. (cont.) 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in November for 
Needs: Jimmy Lyles  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Drew Spivey 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Bill Rayburn 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Jerry Culbertson 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: RJ Arnold 
 
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon 
 
Video: Caleb Henry 
 
Security: Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: George Faison 
 

 
Bible Reading Plan for  

November 14-20 
 
Sunday, November 14: Micah 1-3; 
Psalm 150 
 
Monday, November 15: Micah 4-5; 
Isaiah 40 
 
Tuesday, November 16: Micah 6-7;  
Isaiah 41 
 
Wednesday, November 17: 2 Thessalo-
nians 1-3; Isaiah 42 
 
Thursday, November 18: Reflection 
 
Friday, November 19: Nahum 1-3; Isai-
ah 43 
 
Saturday, November 20: 2 Peter 1-3; 
Isaiah 44 
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Family News and Events (Cont.) 
 
Jamie Starns, Jennifer Lackey, Pam 
Blankenship, Liz Weymouth, and Karisa 
Schlundt manage the Clothing Closet 
and are the ladies to contact with any 
questions. 
 
The Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon at 
the AHEPA 3 Apartments will be on 
Sunday, November 21, at 12:00pm. The 
church will be providing the meat. 
Members, please donate side dishes, 
drinks, desserts, and rolls. A sign-up 
sheet is on the back rail in the auditori-
um. Please see Kyle Wadley with any 
questions. 
 
On Sunday, November 21, we will host 
our 8th Annual Thanksgiving Pantry 
from 3:00-4:30pm. We had a tremen-
dous turn-out last year, so your assis-
tance to prep and distribute food would 
be appreciated. Please click the link to 
sign up. https://ww.signupgenius.com/
go/60B054CA8A922A46-2021. If you 
have any questions about the Food Pan-
try, please contact Marla Troughton or 
Lori Aultman.  
 
The American Red Cross Blood Drive 
was another great success! Forty-one 
units of blood were collected on a goal 
of thirty-eight. Thank you so much for 
supporting this effort. UAB’s red cell 
inventory is still extremely low, so 
COVID restrictions are still having an 
impact on donations, but the need 
doesn’t ebb.  
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Marc & Donna Handley     November 15 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
Carter Williams      November 14 
Mollye Melton      November 15 
Leighton Warren     November 17 
Owen Lyles      November 20 
Harold Rhodes      November 20 
Rick Stevens      November 20 
 
 
 
 



Attendance and Offering 
November 7, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 168 
AM Worship: 257 
PM Worship: 100 
Wednesday: 128 
 
Contribution: $18,363.95 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,853.32 
Contribution to Date: $668,399.54 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 
 

Romans 2:11 
 

“For there is no partiality with God.” 
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Carelines 
  

Anita Williams is recovering from sur-
gery and is doing well. 
 
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ father, 
was admitted to the hospital with se-
vere colitis and is expected to be there 
for 2 or 3 days. 
 
Hadley Nelson, 6-year-old daughter of a 
patient of Joel Abbott, has liver failure 
which is possibly viral related. She’s on 
a ventilator and was recently moved to 
Houston for more specialized care. 
 
Natalie Smart, a medical assistant at 
Joel Abbott’s office, is going through 
some difficult times and has requested 
prayers. 
  
Wendy Britt, a former member of Hoo-
ver, is now at home under Hospice care. 
If you would like to send her a card, the 
address is 255 Shady Mountain Lane, 
Sterrett 35147. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is recovering from 
surgery. Please pray for her strength, 
healing, and overall health. 
 
Sarah Washington has been diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma and will 
have surgery soon. Please pray for her 
healing. 
 
Arthur Benjamin, Melinda Richardson’s 
brother, is in the hospital with COVID 
and is not doing well.  
 
Jamie Starns has been approved to do-
nate a kidney to her cousin. The surgery 
is scheduled for January 6, 2022. 
  
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Sheryl 
Jackson, Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, 
and Dick Smith. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Debbie Cofer (Suzanne Clelland’s 
friend), Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s 
dad), Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s 
dad), Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ 
son), Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ 
grandmother), and Cynthia Thomas 
(Leah Covington’s friend). 

Youth 
 
 Wednesday, November 17: Service 

Project 
 Saturday, November 20: Flag Football 

Tournament 
 Sunday, November 21: Area-wide at 

the Heritage Place Church of Christ 

 
Words of Gratitude 

 
To My Brothers and Sisters at Hoover, 
My move to my new place last week went 
very smooth and easy because of the help 
that I received. They, the brothers who 
helped with all their heart and might, 
made me feel so good that the hardest 
work was done.  
I love you, and again, I thank you for  
those who were involved with this big 
task—I couldn’t do this by myself. Always 
know that you’re in my heart of apprecia-
tion—I won’t forget your kindness. 
Love, 
Charlene Thomas    

 
Items Needed for the  

Tanzanian Women 
 

1. Children’s clothes 
2. Women’s sweaters 
3. Diapers 
4. Feminine Hygiene products (pads) 
5. Socks 
6. Underwear 
7. Deodorant 
8. Toothpaste & toothbrushes 
9. Soap 
10. Towels 
Please put these items in the food pantry 
cart in the back lobby. 
 
 
Luke 3:10-11: “The crowds asked him, 
What then should we do? He answered, 
Whoever has two shirts must share with 
the one who has none, and whoever has 
food must do the same.”  
The Good News: When life gives you ex-
tra blessings—like food, clothing, money, 
or something else—the right thing to do is 
to share those blessings however you can. 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Hard Sayings: Who Can Bind the Strong Man? 
(Luke 11:14-26) 

 
The world provides many helpful _____________ options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But secular approaches ignore the __________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Only Jesus provides ______________________________. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the next few weeks. 
 
Today: Walk4Water at Veterans Park. 
 
November 21: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
November 28: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 
 
December 5: Faith in Action. 
 
December 12: Small Groups. 
 
December 19: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
December 26: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 


