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September 18, 2022 

 

Humility 

I suppose that most of us think we’re humble, at least mostly humble. And if we’re 
ever proud, it’s a good kind of pride, the innocent kind, like being proud of your kids 
or rejoicing over some kind of success. 

All that makes humility somewhat elusive, because most of us think we’ve really got 
all the humility we need. Its absence is easy to spot it in others, of course. I can think 
of quite a few people who really need to be more humble, can’t you? 

But me? Not so much. 

Humility is one of those attributes that goes against the grain of things that are im-
portant to us. Some of us have joined Lee Greenwood in belting out the lyrics to “I’m 
proud to be an American, where at least I know I’m free . . .” And we’d say there’s 
nothing wrong with a little patriotic pride. 

I’ve said a time or two, “I’m proud of my kids.” But there’s nothing wrong with pa-
rental pride. 

And maybe we’ve boasted a little about our accomplishments at work or school. But 
there’s nothing wrong with a little personal pride. Right? 

The problem is that the antithesis of humility is self-deceiving. Pride is inward fo-
cused; it lies to the one who harbors it. It points out the faults in others but blinds us 
to our own. 

And that makes it difficult to recognize. In contrast, humility is always outward-
focused. It elevates others, putting them on the pedestal and ourselves in the shad-
ows. It doesn’t advance its own agenda; it’s never self-serving. The root word for 
humility means to lie low, pointing to a submissive bodily posture. 

But of course it doesn’t necessarily mean that we bow physically. Instead, it points 
to a condition of the heart. It’s an internal posture that says, “It’s not all about me. I 
don’t have to have my way. Let me serve you.” Paul wrote that God’s children are to 
put on humility as one of the beautiful garments of Christ-likeness (Col 3:12). 

And really, we see it most clearly at Calvary. Jesus “emptied himself” and took on 
the “form of a servant.” When he came to earth he “humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:7-8). 

The tough thing about humility is that we never fully get there. We’ll be working on 
it the rest of our lives. But humility is like the other Christian graces, I suppose. The 
more time we spend reflecting on what Jesus did at the cross, the closer we’ll get to 
modeling the essence of who he is.  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages. Adult classes are in the 
Auditorium and Library. College and 
Young Professionals meet in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Today, Lads to Leaders Kick-off 
Meeting and Lunch: Members and 
Guests, please join us in the fellowship 
hall after the morning worship service 
for a potluck meal and a meeting to kick 
off the 2023 Lads to Leaders Conven-
tion. Darrin Holland is our speaker. 
 
Worship Service for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Sunday Evening at 5:00pm: We will 
meet in the auditorium for a Bible class 
taught by Chuck Webster. 

Please send any facility concerns to 
facilities@hoovercoc.org. 
 
 

Family News and Events 
 
Please welcome Chris, Tracey, and 
Baker Mullinax to our Hoover fami-
ly. We are blessed to have them 
with us. 
 
The Food Pantry will be open on 
September 25 and October 30 from 
3:00-4:30pm. Also, our Thanksgiving 
Food Pantry will be open on Novem-
ber 20 (setup will begin at 2:30; 
open from 3:00-4:30; cleanup is 
afterwards). Volunteers will be need-
ed for the Thanksgiving Food Pantry. 
 
Our Ladies’ Bible Class meets on 
Tuesdays at 11:00am in the high 
school classroom. The topic is “The 
Holy Spirit in the New Testament.” 
Leah Covington, Denia Petruzella, 
and Jamie Powell are the teachers.  
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in September for 
Needs: Johnny Johnson 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Corey & Leah Covington  
Ushers, AM: Jason McKeown &  
Daniel Warren  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton  
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Rick Williams   
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Jeff Melton 
PM: Drew Spivey  
AM Sermon: Darren Holland  
Communion: 
AM: Mark Lackey 
PM: Wes Blankenship  
Announcements: Carl Logan  
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Tracy Percer 
PM: Campbell Vick  
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey 
Alternate: Grant Dalton  
Video: David Naylor  
Security: Stephen King 
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
September 18-25 

 
Sunday, September 18: Daniel 10-12 
Monday: September 19: Hosea 1-7 
Tuesday, September 20: Hosea 8-14 
Wednesday, September 21: Joel 1-3 
Thursday, September 22: Amos 1-5 
Friday, September 23: Amos 6-9;  
Obadiah 1 
Saturday, September 24: Jonah 1-4 
Sunday, September 25: Micah 1-7 
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(Continued Family News & Events) 
 
The Clothing Closet will be open on 
Sunday, November 20, from 3:00-
4:30pm (the same day as the Thanks-
giving Food Pantry). Volunteers will be 
needed to set up for this event begin-
ning on Monday, November 14. Please 
contact Jamie Starns, Jennifer Lackey, 
Pam Blankenship, Jamie Powell, or 
Karisa Schlundt with any questions. 

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
Christian family,  
I appreciate all the prayers, calls, texts, 
cards, and many offers for help before 
and after my surgery. I’m blessed to be 
part of a loving church family.  
In Christian love, 
Virgie Banks 
 
 

Youth 
 
Save the following dates on your calen-
dar—more details will be coming soon!  
• Sunday, September 25: Family Devo 

for our youth in grades 6-12, as well 
as their families. Lunch will be pro-
vided. 

• Friday, October 28, 6:00-8:00pm: Fall 
Festival. 

• Saturday, December 3, 8:00-
10:00am: Breakfast with Santa.  

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Landon & Markie Jones       September 19 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Allen Taylor         September 18 
Maralise Blankenship       September 20 
Rayna Johnson        September 22 
Tucker Spivey        September 24 
Rick Williams        September 24
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Attendance and Offering 
September 11, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 155 
AM Worship: 227 
PM Worship: 93 
Wednesday: 174 
 
Contribution: $10,827.56 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $14,270.75 
Contribution to Date: $528,017.71 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
Mission Trips 

 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight  
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Matthew 11:29-30 
 

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my bur-
den is light.” 
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Carelines 
 
Steve Martin had surgery Wednesday 
morning at Grandview Medical Center 
and is doing well. Please pray for a com-
plete recovery. 
 
Janice Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments and a friend of Linda Gra-
ham, is meeting with a surgeon on Sep-
tember 26 to discuss her next proce-
dure regarding the tumor in her lung.  
 
Jeanne Anderson’s third treatment is 
next Tuesday, September 20. Please 
pray that each treatment will be effec-
tive. 
 
Chris Heathcox, Markie Jones’ dad, is 
still waiting for a confirmed date to 
meet with a doctor regarding his pan-
creatic cancer. 
 
Joy Jones, Jennifer Dalton’s mom, is 
undergoing chemotherapy for uterine 
cancer. Please pray for her comfort and 
healing as she proceeds with these 
treatments. 
 
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, is 
receiving chemo treatments for cancer. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
 
Remember our church family: Paul Wil-
liams III, Virgie Banks, Dick Smith, Corey 
Covington, Edward Curry, and Gail Pow-
ell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Richard Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad), 
Doug and Cathy Abbott (Joel Ab-
bott’s parents), Patrick Nichols 
(Lynne Nichols’ son), Mary Stewart 
(Jason & Tiffany McKeown’s friend), 
Charlie Pflueger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), 
Hillary Wright (Janie Gaither’s 
friend), and Dean Kendrick (Markie 
Jones’ grandmother). 
 
 

Matthew 11:28 
 

“I will give you rest.” 
 

There is Coming A Day 
 
Believing in the reality of the judgment is 
motivation. “Knowing, therefore, the ter-
ror of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Co-
rinthians 5:11). If informed of a coming 
judgment, how would the great men of 
the Bible have reacted? 

• Enoch would have believed. 

• Noah would have immediately begun 
preparing. 

• Abraham would have set out in faith. 

• Moses would have called the people 
together to relate the message. 

• Isaiah and Jeremiah would have pled 
with the people. 

• Daniel would have proclaimed it 
aloud. 

• Elijah and Elisha would have shouted 
it from the rooftop. 

• Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, 
Paul, James, and Jude would have 
placed in our hands the record and 
said, “Here is the way it is going to 
be—Judgment Day is coming! 

If your name is not written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life, we plead with you to believe, 
repent, confess, and be baptized into the 
body of Christ (Galatians 3:26-27). If your 
name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, 
we pray that you may live and conduct 
yourself in such a way that your name 
may never be blotted out (Revelation 3:5). 
—Author Unknown  

 

The Devil’s Tool Sale 
 
There is an old fable that says the devil 
once held a sale and offered all the tools 
of his trade to anyone who would pay the 
price. They were spread out on the table 
and each one labeled—hatred, malice, 
envy, despair, sickness, sensuality—all 
well known to everyone. Off to one side 
lay a harmless looking wooden instrument 
marked “discouragement.” It was old and 
worn but was priced far above the rest. 
When asked the reason why, the devil 
replied, “Because I can use this one so 
much more easily than the others. No one 
knows that it belongs to me. With it I can 
open doors that are tightly bolted against 
the others. Once I get inside, I can use any 
tool that suits me best.” 
—Bible Illustrator 
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GriefShare Ministry 
 

Back in the Spring we finished our first GriefShare Group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make 
this ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in 
their time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two 
hours each week and watch professionally-designed videos fea-
turing professional grief counselors as well as people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that 
are designed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. 
Please reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can 
visit https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

