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Investing wisely 
I’m not an investment expert, but I understand the basics. I know that when I’m decid-
ing about where and how much I’m going to invest, I need to look at risk and reward. I 
know that if I invest money and there’s a 90% chance I’ll lose it all, that’s a bad invest-
ment. I also know that if I invest, say, $1,000 this month, and that money will only be 
worth $100 at the end of the year, that’s a terrible investment. 

Jesus’ point is similar, and really quite simple: 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:19-21). 

If you invest your money and accumulate material things, Jesus says, what’s your re-
ward? What’s your payoff? Well, you’ll be worried about them—what will happen to 
them, how long they’ll last, if someone might steal them, if you’ll have enough. In other 
words, invest your money down here and the reward is bad, really bad. But if you invest 
them in things that last—in spiritual, eternal things—the reward is unbelievable. 

Money’s one of those touchy subjects we try to avoid in polite conversation, but Jesus is 
pretty direct here. Where’s your money going? Do you have a big retirement account? 
Are you building wealth by investing in real estate, or maybe stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, or crypto? Are you using it to buy more and more stuff? 

Jesus never taught that it’s wrong to prepare for the future, but I wonder what he might 
say about the way we accumulate things? He once commended a widow who gave away 
everything she had, and then he condemned a man who seemed to be investing wisely 
(cf. Mark 12:41-44; Luke 12:16-21). In other words, he reversed the investment advice 
we normally give. 

Is it possible that we’ve let our money-crazed culture convince us that the accumulation 
of things is wise, maybe even godly? It’s worth considering, at least. 

Jesus tells us to use our money to do good. “Laying up treasures in heaven” isn’t just 
giving to the church (though that’s good too); it’s using the money God gives us to help 
others. It’s giving money and food and clothing to the poor. It’s sending money to mis-
sionaries so they can share the good news about Jesus. It’s supporting relief efforts in 
war-damaged parts of the world, or areas that have been devastated by storms, tsuna-
mis, or earthquakes. It’s helping the orphans and widows. 

I saw a quote awhile back that convicted me—it relates to what Jesus is talking about 
here: “No one is getting into heaven without a letter of reference from the poor” (James 
A. Forbes). 

That’s pretty close to what Jesus said: No one’s getting into heaven without a proper 
perspective on the relationship between money, happiness, and eternity. 

When we invest in things God is interested in, our hearts won’t be tied up in this world . 
. . and when this short life is over, we’ll follow our investments to where God lives. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
The JEWELS Ladies’ Ministry Meeting 
will be held in the auditorium today at 
3:30pm. All ladies, please join us to get 
involved in JEWELS! Meet team leaders 
and decide which team you want to 
serve alongside. 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments will meet today at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm. 

 

Family News & Events 
 
The Young at Heart will meet in the 
fellowship hall for a Game Night and 
Birthday Celebration on Friday, August 
20, at 5:30pm. The dinner is potluck 
(please let us know what you will be 
bringing). If you have any questions, 
please contact Gale Jett, Faye Bailey, 
Virgie Banks, or Bill Laughmiller. 

We now have four full-time members, 
Karisa Schlundt, Pam Blankenship, Liz 
Weymouth, and Jennifer Lackey, who 
will be working with Jamie Starns for 
The Clothing Closet. Until they get 
caught up with sorting the clothing that 
has been brought in, they will not be 
accepting any clothing items at this 
time. They will let you know when 
items can be brought back to the build-
ing. Thank you for supporting this min-
istry. 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
August 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Oats. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Darrell & Jennifer Smith           August 18 
Kyle & Wendy Wadley           August 20 
Harold & Donna Rhodes           August 23 

 
Happy Birthday 

  
Bob Brooks             August 15 
Jaylen Jude             August 19 
Donna Handley            August 19 
Bill Freeman             August 20 
Ellie Lyles             August 21 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in August for Needs:  
Harold Rhodes 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Stephen King 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Jerry Culbertson 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Reggie Arnold 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Chad Blackmon 
 
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Daniel Warren 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for August 15-21 
 

Sunday, August 15: Ezra 5-7; Psalm 117 
 
Monday, August 16: Ezra 8-10; Psalm 
118:1-14 
 
Tuesday, August 17: Nehemiah 1-3; 
Psalm 118:15-29 
 
Wednesday, August 18: Nehemiah 4-7; 
Psalm 119:1-16 
 
Thursday, August 19: Reflection 
 
Friday, August 20: Nehemiah 8-10; 
Psalm 119:17-32 
 
Saturday, August 21: Nehemiah 11-13; 
Psalm 119:33-48 
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Carelines 
 

Robert and Tammy Powell, Tiffany Rob-
erts’ parents, have been very ill with 
COVID, and her mom is especially hav-
ing a hard time breathing. 
 
Tiffany Roberts is really struggling to 
walk—this may be caused by a nerve 
issue. Please pray that she will over-
come this problem and be able to see a 
doctor that can help her. 
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, had 
surgery on Friday to remove two of his 
toes due to infection. Please pray for his 
recovery. 
  
We extend our condolences to Monica 
Robinson and Marcanthony Jenkins, as 
well as other family members, upon 
the sudden death of John Robinson. 
John was a member of Hoover, and he 
passed away on Monday, August 9.   
 
Daniel and Tiffany Gaines, missionaries 
in Tanzania, both have COVID. Please 
pray for their health. 
 
Nicole Hollis, a friend of Suzanne Clel-
land’s daughter, Mercedes, has COVID 
and is on a ventilator. She is the mother 
of a 10-year-old and a six-year-old.  
Please pray that she will heal and be at 
home with her children soon. 
 
Please continue to pray for Jeanne An-
derson’s health. 
 
Giana Kidwell has COVID-19 and is im-
proving. 
 
David Naylor is now home from the 
hospital and is improving. His children, 
Addie and Bennett, are doing well. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, has 
Parkinson’s Disease and severe arthritis 
in his back and lately has been strug-
gling with leg pain and falls.  
 
Dawsyn, a small child and friend from 
Jill Kelly’s home congregation in Jack-
sonville, is suffering from a genetic dis-
order called Caroli Disease and may pos-
sibly need a liver transplant in the fu-
ture.  
 
 



Teaching Children to Love  
the Right Things 

 
Teach your children not to love the 
world (1 John 2:15), but to love God and 
the things He loves (Matthew 22:36-40). 
Teach them to love: 
• Learning. It is a blessing to have a 

desire to know (Proverbs 23:23; 1 
Peter 2:2). It is better to get wisdom 
that to get gold (Proverbs 4:5-8; 
16:16; Psalm 111:10; Ecclesiastes 
7:11). 

• Work (Genesis 3:19; Ephesians 4:28; 
Proverbs 13:15). Life is not all play. 

• Liberty (Galatians 5:1; John 8:32). 
We have freedom to do right and 
freedom from sin’s guilt. Teach them 
not to infringe on the liberty of oth-
ers (Matthew 7:12). 

• The law (1 Peter 2:13-15; Romans 
13:1-8). Be law-abiding even when 
others are not and when in need of 
money. 

• Life. Love to live and see good days 
(1 Peter 3:8-11; Psalm 1:1-6). 

• God. Loving God also means to love 
Christ, the Bible, and the church 
(Matthew 22:37; 1 John 5:3-5; John 
14:21). We cannot sin if we love God 
(Amos 5:15; Romans 12:8-9). 

• The brethren (1 Peter 1:22; 2:17). 
• Others. Love neighbors as ourselves 

(Matthew 22:36-40). Since we would 
not lie, steal, slander, take venge-
ance on, or persecute ourselves, we 
should not do these thing to others. 
Learning what to love pays dividends 
throughout life. 

—Gus Nichols 
 
“Bring them up in the training and  
admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 
 

Rich Anyway 
 

A young husband and wife were discuss-
ing finances and their struggle to pay the 
bills. He said, “One of these days we will 
be rich and have more than enough 
money to pay the bills.” She replied, 
“Yes, one day we will have enough mon-
ey to pay bills, but we are already rich. 
We have a loving Christian home.” 

Attendance and Offering 
August 8, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 136 
AM Worship: 203 
PM Worship:  
Wednesday: 134 
 
Contribution: $12,685.66 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,118.22 
Contribution to Date: $483,782.99  

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Proverbs 19:17 
 

“Those who are gracious to the poor 
lend to the Lord, and the Lord will  

fully repay them.” 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 

April Collins’ father was released from 
the hospital and is recovering at home. 
 
Linda Gooding, Bob Arnold’s niece, is 
still in a hospital in KY fighting COVID-
19. Kenny, Linda’s husband, passed 
away last week from COVID. 
 
Elizabeth Chase, sister of one of the 
doctors (Laura Parks) who works in Joel 
Abbott’s practice, is slowly improving; 
please continue to pray for her.  
 
The Cobb Family, Jill Kelly’s friends, 
from TN, are all suffering with COVID. 
 
Edna Earle Daffron, a long-time friend 
of Steven and Janie Gaither, had sur-
gery on her intestines and is now on a 
ventilator.  
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, 
has prostate cancer; please pray for his 
healing. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Dale & Joyce 
Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Dick 
Smith, and Gail Powell. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Carl Naylor (David Naylor’s brother), 
John McGee (Sam and Melody Warbing-
ton’s neighbor), Pam Reece (Jim Reece’s 
sister-in-law), Harry Green (Bill Ray-
burn’s friend), Tiffany Stack (Sylvia Huff-
man’s granddaughter), Shirley Rayburn 
(Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law), and Court-
ney Carlisto (former member of Hoo-
ver). 
 
 

James 5:14-15 
 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let them 
call the elders of the church to pray 
over them and anoint them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. And the prayer 
offered in faith will make the sick per-
son well; the Lord will raise them up. If 
they have sinned, they will be forgiven.”  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-for-faith-in-hard-times/
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Place  

Postage  

The Importance of Leadership and  
Submission in the Church 

(1 Peter 5:1-5) 
 

Elders . . . _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Younger . . . ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone . . . _______________________________________ 
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