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 Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
 Wednesday 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Class 
 
 
 

ELDERS 
Carl Logan   979-9874 
Jimmy Lyles    616-1109 
Paul Williams, Jr.   408-7234 
Harold Rhodes  876-9296 
Johnny Johnson  365-8593 

 
 
 

MINISTER 
Chuck Webster  
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Kyle Wadley 

(205) 792-5922 (cell) 
kwadley@hoovercoc.org 
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MINISTER 

Darrell Powell 
(205) 480-9773 (cell) 

dpowell@hoovercoc.org 
 
 

August 28, 2022 

 

Chosen 
Chosen 

God picked us. 

It’s a wonderful thought to be chosen by God, isn’t it? But it introduces quite a few 
questions. 

Why was I born into a home where I would be taught about Jesus from the cradle, 
while a baby down the street was born to a family that cared nothing for things of 
God? It certainly wasn’t because I deserved it, or that the other child didn’t. So why? 
Did God arbitrarily choose me and reject the other baby? 

It’s something people have wrestled with for thousands of years. Many of us be-
lieve—for good reasons, I think—that God never takes away human free will, that 
each of us can choose to accept or reject his call. 

We also believe that God has chosen the church to be saved; he adds everyone who 
accepts his call to his family, the church, and one day he’ll return to save it. 

This idea of election certainly permeates the Bible. Here’s how Paul begins one sec-
tion of a letter: “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, . . . 
(Colossians 3:12). 

“God’s chosen ones,” he calls us. Other translations put it differently: “the elect of 
God” (NKJV), “those who have been chosen of God” (NASB), “God’s chosen people” 
(TNIV), “God has chosen you” (NCV), “he . . . chose you for his own” (GNB), and 
“Since God chose you” (NLT). 

I’m not sure that we know all of the implications of God’s choosing us, but one thing 
is clear. It’s an incredible blessing. God has chosen us to be in his family. We’re his 
“holy” people, his “beloved” children. We don’t deserve it, and we’ll never earn it. It 
comes to us because of who he is and what he’s like. 

But it’s important to remember that Paul calls us “God’s chosen ones” in the context 
of how we ought to live: “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, . . .” In other words, 
“because God chose you, you ought to live your life according to his will.” I think 
that’s where our focus should be. Maybe we shouldn’t dwell on why he blessed us in 
ways he didn’t the child down the street. 

Maybe we shouldn’t focus so much on why God chooses the way he does . . . why he 
chooses to open doors for some and not for others. 

Maybe we ought to focus more on the so that than we do the why. 

He chose us so that we will live for him. He picked us so that we would reflect his 
character. He elected us so that we would be like him. 

Chosen by God. What a humbling position. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages. Adult classes are in the 
Auditorium and Library. College and 
Young Professionals meet in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
The Food Pantry will be open this after-
noon from 3:00-4:30pm. Thank you 
Hoover family for supporting this minis-
try. 
 
Worship Service for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm: This is our 4th 
Sunday of the month, so you have 
the opportunity to meet at home 
with your family and friends or meet 
in the auditorium for a Bible study 
(Merv Prince will teach tonight). 
 
Please send any facilities concerns to 
facilities@hoovercoc.org. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact  
Vickie Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to 
have your family picture taken. 
 
 

Family News and Events 
 
There will be a Couple’s Wedding 
Shower (all are welcome including 
men) for Christean and Marion Coving-
ton on Sunday, September 4, from  
2:30-4:30pm. They are registered at 
theknot.com: www.theknot.com/us/
marionandchristean/registry. Also, if 
you would like to help with this shower, 
please contact Leah Covington or 
Kendyll Weeks. 
 

 
“Aim at heaven and you will  

get earth thrown in. Aim at earth  
and you get neither.” 

—C. S. Lewis 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in August for Needs:  
Harold Rhodes 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Jim & Denia Petruzella  
Ushers, AM: Jeff Church &  
Donnie Winningham  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Mike Clelland  
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Marlon Crow  
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Jerry Culbertson 
PM: Wade Warren  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: 
AM: Mervyn Prince 
PM: Allen Taylor  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Jonathan Weimer 
PM: Aidan McQuillan  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Caleb Henry  
Security: Daniel Warren 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
August 28-September 4 

 
Sunday, August 28: Lamentations 1-2 
Monday, August 29: Lamentations 3-5 
Tuesday, August 30: Ezekiel 1-4 
Wednesday, August 31: Ezekiel 5-8 
Thursday, September 1: Ezekiel 9-12 
Friday, September 2: Ezekiel 13-15 
Saturday, September 3: Ezekiel 16-17 
Sunday, September 4: Ezekiel 18-20 
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Happy Birthday 
  
Elizabeth Searcy              August 28 
Jeff Melton                August 29 
Kaleb Findley               August 29 
Easton Clark               August 30 
Bridget Johnson               August 31 
Bill Powell           September 3 
 

Psalm 139:13-14 
 

“For you formed my inward parts; you 
knitted me together in my mother’s 

womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 

works; my soul knows it very well.” 
                                        
          

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned: 
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship  
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 

 
 

1 Chronicles 28:20 
 
“David also said to Solomon his son, ‘Be 
strong and courageous, and do the work. 
Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the 
LORD God, my God, is with you. He will 
not fail you or forsake you until all the 
work for the service of the temple of the 
LORD is finished.’” 
 

 

mailto:facilities@hoovercoc.org
http://www.theknot.com/us/marionandchristean/registry
http://www.theknot.com/us/marionandchristean/registry


Attendance and Offering 
August 21, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 166 
AM Worship: 248 
PM Worship: 110 
Wednesday: 146 
 
Contribution: $13,005.86 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $12,722.77 
Contribution to Date: $490,121.98 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
Mission Trips 

 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight  
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Psalm 25:4 
 
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

teach me your paths.” 
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Carelines 
 
Janice Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments and a friend of Linda Gra-
ham’s, had a lung biopsy this past week. 
 
Paul Williams III has decided to go with 
a neurosurgeon from Boston—the doc-
tor has ordered two more tests which 
took place last week at UAB. No deci-
sions will be made until the imaging is 
complete. Overall, Paul is doing very 
well.  
 
Virgie Banks is recovering from the re-
moval of her parathyroid, and she is 
doing well.  
 
Jeanne Anderson’s next chemo treat-
ment is in September. Please pray that 
these treatments will be effective. 
 
Please continue to pray for Dick Smith 
as he recovers from surgery due to an 
infection in his foot. 
 
Chris Heathcox, Markie Jones’ dad, had 
scans that showed a relapse in his can-
cer (Pancreatic). His prognosis and 
treatment plan have not been con-
firmed. 
 
Joy Jones, Jennifer Dalton’s mom, is 
undergoing chemotherapy for uterine 
cancer. 
  
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, has 
a malignancy and is going through 
treatments. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling Stage 4 Kidney cancer.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our church family: Corey 
Covington, Edward Curry, and Gail Pow-
ell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug and Cathy Abbott (Joel Abbott’s 
parents), Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ 
son), Mary Stewart (Jason & Tiffany 
McKeown’s friend), Hillary Wright (Janie 
Gaither’s friend), Sue Adams (Denia 
Petruzella’s aunt), Charlie Davis (Leah 
Covington’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 

They Cannot Take What  
is Written in Your Heart 

 
Chinese Christians imprisoned for their faith 
are memorizing Scripture passages smuggled 
to them on small pieces of paper because pris-
on guards “cannot take what is hidden in your 
heart,” one former prisoner revealed. A mis-
sionary wrote of an experience he had on a 
recent trip to China. Twenty-two Christians 
from the Hunan province took a thirteen-hour 
train ride to attend sessions held at a 700-
square-foot hotel room.  
Out of the twenty-two Christians present, 
eighteen had been imprisoned for their faith. 
“If we get caught what will happen to me?” 
the missionary asked. “You will get deported 
in twenty-four hours, and we will go to prison 
for three years,” the Christian responded.  
The preacher has only fifteen Bibles, so seven 
people went without. When he said, “Turn to 
2 Peter 1,” one lady handed hers to the person 
next to her. He soon realized why: she had 
memorized the whole book. He went to her at 
break and said, “You recited the whole chap-
ter.” She replied, “In prison, you have much 
time.” “Do they not confiscate the Bible?” he 
asked. “All Christian material is confiscated, 
but people smuggle in Scripture written on 
paper. That is why we memorize it as fast as 
we can because even though they can take the 
paper away, they cannot take what is hidden 
in your heart,” she explained. 
Following the training sessions, one man asked 
the missionary, “Could you pray that one day 
we would be like you?” “I will do that. You 
rode a train thirteen hours to get here. In my 
country, if people have to sit for more than 
forty minutes, they leave. In my country, if it is 
not padded pews and air conditioning, people 
will not come back. In my country, we have an 
average of two Bibles per family, but we do 
not read them. You hardly have any Bibles, 
and you memorize verses from paper. I will 
not pray that you become like us. I will pray 
that we become like you,” he replied. 
To stunt the rapid growth of Christianity, au-
thorities throughout China have shut down 
churches and arrested Christians for worship-
ing without government approval. What 
makes the underground church in China un-
stoppable? A group of people who actually 
embrace suffering cannot be stopped. It is a 
lot easier to come somewhere and be fed than 
to love others as much as Christ loved us.   
—Leah MarieAnn Klett, Christian Post Editor 
 

Hebrews 11:25  
“Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God, than to enjoy  
the pleasures of sin.” 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Sunday Dinner 
(Luke 24:13-34 

 
Two sad disciples: if there’s no _________________ . . . 
 
 
 
 
The _____________________ of Jesus 
 
 
 
 
Crucifixion = ______________________? 
 
 
 
 
Breaking of the bread = ______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

Back in the Spring we finished our first GriefShare Group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make 
this ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in 
their time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two 
hours each week and watch professionally-designed videos fea-
turing professional grief counselors as well as people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that 
are designed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. 
Please reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can 
visit https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

