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August 14, 2022 

 

Tell the truth 

Everybody knows it’s wrong to tell lies. Especially big ones. 

If you tell the government you made x last year when you really made y, that’s lying, 
and it’s wrong. If you tell your wife you had to work late when you didn’t, that’s a 
clear-cut lie. Again, wrong. 

But on lesser matters, it’s murkier, isn’t it? 

What’s the harm in telling the telemarketer your spouse isn’t home, even when 
she’s in the kitchen? It’s not really that big a deal to tell your two-year-old that Fluffy 
didn’t die . . . she just went to a nice big farm to play with a whole bunch of other 
nice kitties (for a really long time). 

Or maybe it’s a bigger deal than we think. God has always loved honesty and hated 
lying. 

It seems that some of the Christians at Colossae had forgotten this, falling back into 
some of their pre-Christian habits. Paul told them: “Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator” (Colossians 3:9-
10). 

Paul’s grammar here is interesting, and his command might be translated something 
like this: “You used to tell lies to one another as though it was the natural thing to 
do; don’t do it any more” (P.T. O’Brien). 

His reasoning is simple: 

Honesty = New (Christian) self. 

Dishonesty = Old (pre-Christian) self. 

He gently reminds them that they’re acting like they used to act, like unbelievers, 
and it’s inconsistent with the new life God gave them. 

His point: Tell the truth. 

Always. 

On big things and little things, important stuff and lesser stuff, even when no one 
will ever know. People who still serve the old self may not value honesty, but God 
crucified that self in us. 

He gave us a new self which he is renewing over time to be like the One who created 
us. 

That means, of course, that we’ll value honesty in every situation. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages. Adult classes are in the 
Auditorium and Library. College and 
Young Professionals meet in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Worship Service for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm, we will meet in the 
auditorium for Singing, Prayer, and 
Scripture. 
 
Please send any facilities concerns you 
find to facilities@hoovercoc.org. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact  
Vickie Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to 
have your family picture taken. 
 
 

Family News and Events 
 

The Young at Heart will meet at 
5:30pm on Friday, August 19, for their 
monthly Birthday Celebration, Game 
Night, and Supper! Since football sea-
son is near, wear the colors of your fa-
vorite college team. Jerry and Kathy 
Culbertson are hosting this event and 
will be providing hamburgers, hotdogs, 
and chicken fingers. Please bring side 
dishes and drinks that you would like to 
add—the birthday cake will be provid-
ed.  
 
There will be a Couple’s Wedding 
Shower for Christean and Marion Cov-
ington on Sunday, September 4, from 
2:30-4:00pm. They are registered at 
theknot.com: www.theknot.com/us/
marionandchristean/registry. Also, if 
you would like to help with this shower, 
please contact Leah Covington or 
Kendyll Weeks. 

 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in August for Needs:  
Harold Rhodes 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Jim & Denia Petruzella  
Ushers, AM: Jeff Church &  
Donnie Winningham  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Chad Blackmon  
Singing: AM: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Torrey Clark 
PM: Andrew Blackmon  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: 
AM: Grant Dalton 
PM: Stephen King  
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Joel Abbott 
PM: Andrew Blackmon  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Caleb Henry  
Security: Daniel Warren 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for August 14-21 
 
Sunday, August 14: Jeremiah 7-9 
Monday, August 15: Jeremiah 10-13 
Tuesday, August 16: Jeremiah 14-17 
Wednesday, August 17: Jeremiah 18-
22 
Thursday, August 18: Jeremiah 23-25 
Friday, August 19: Jeremiah 26-29 
Saturday, August 20: Jeremiah 30-31 
Sunday, August 21: Jeremiah 32-34 
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 (cont. Family News & Events) 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
August 28, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Apple Juice. 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Steve & Vickie Cotney              August 14 
Mike & Carlene Hooper              August 15 
Steven & Janie Gaither              August 16 
Darrell & Jennifer Smith              August 18 
Kyle & Wendy Wadley              August 20 
 

James 1:17 
 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Fa-

ther of lights with whom there is no vari-
ation or shadow due to change.” 

 
Happy Birthday 

  
Lynne Nichols               August 14 
Bob Brooks                August 15 
Donna Handley               August 19 
Jaylen Jude                August 19 
Bill Freeman               August 20 
                         
          

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned: 
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship  
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 

mailto:facilities@hoovercoc.org
http://www.theknot.com/us/marionandchristean/registry
http://www.theknot.com/us/marionandchristean/registry


Attendance and Offering 
August 7, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 173 
AM Worship: 249 
PM Worship: 124 
Wednesday: 151 
 
Contribution: $18,414.42 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $13,517.94 
Contribution to Date: $465,395.36 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
Mission Trips 

 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight  
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Titus 2:1 
 

“But as for you, teach what accords 
with sound doctrine.” 
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Carelines 
  
Paul Williams III is recovering from surgery 
due to an AVM on his brain. He is consulting 
with doctors to determine next steps. 
Please pray for his success in finding the 
right doctor who can help him. 
 
Virgie Banks has surgery tomorrow to have 
her parathyroid removed. Please pray for 
her procedure and recovery to go well. 
 
We extend our condolences to Marlon 
Crow, Marla and Shawn Troughton, Adam 
and Jennifer Crow, and the extended fami-
ly on the death of their wife, mother, and 
friend, Linda Crow. Linda passed away on 
Friday. Her service will be in Clarksville, 
TN—visitation is on Monday, and the funer-
al is on Tuesday. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is undergoing chemother-
apy, and the next treatment is in Septem-
ber. Please pray that these treatments will 
be effective. 
 
Chris Heathcox, Markie Jones’ dad, had 
scans that showed his cancer is back. He 
meets with his care team on August 19 to 
determine the next steps. Please remember 
him in your prayers. 
 
Joy Jones, Jennifer Dalton’s mother, has 
uterine cancer and is now undergoing 
chemotherapy. Please pray for her comfort 
and healing as she proceeds with these 
treatments.  
Janice Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 3 
Apartments and a friend of Linda Graham’s, 
is going to have a lung biopsy on August 24. 
She has had lung cancer previously, so they 
are concerned that it has returned.   
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, is under-
going chemo treatments.   
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our church family: Dick Smith, 
Corey Covington, Edward Curry, and Gail 
Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Doug 
Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Richard Lawson 
(Alyssa Long’s dad), Patrick Nichols (Lynne 
Nichols’ son), Mary Stewart (Jason & Tiffany 
McKeown’s friend), Charlie Pflueger (Tom 
Kidwell’s dad), Hillary Wright (Janie 
Gaither’s friend), Sue Adams (Denia Petru-
zella’s aunt), Charlie Davis (Leah Coving-
ton’s dad), and Dean Kendrick (Markie 
Jones’ grandmother). 
 
 

Am I Saved or Lost? 
 
That is surely life’s most momentous question. To 
be lost in the darkness of the night on unfamiliar 
streets in a strange city, in a storm adrift at sea, or 
in a small plane in deep fog and without instru-
ments are terrifying experiences. To be lost in sin 
and under eternal condemnation through endless 
ages is immeasurably worse. How may salvation be 
obtained?   
Unregenerate man cannot save himself. If he is 
saved at all, God must do it (John 3:16; Romans  
5:8-11; 1 Timothy 1:15). On the other hand, there 
is a sense in which he must save himself (Matthew 
7:21; Acts 2:40; 1 John 2:4). With so many Bible 
affirmations of human responsibility, it is strange 
that some teach that there is nothing one does, or 
can do, in achieving acceptance before God. To 
refuse conditions God made precedent to salvation 
is as fatal as attempting to do what only God can 
do in saving us.  
The principle of salvation is grace—God’s unmerit-
ed favor. Man’s guilt has been irrefutably estab-
lished (John 3:18). It is therefore impossible to ask 
for annulment on grounds the sentence is incom-
patible with evidence. It is impossible to argue for 
mitigation of sentence alleging that the sentence is 
too severe; the Judge can only do right (Genesis 
18:26). A plea of merit based on moral worth is 
unavailing.   
Salvation can neither be earned nor purchased 
through good works. The motive of salvation is 
immeasurable love: “God demonstrates His love 
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). The procuring 
cause of salvation is the blood shed at Calvary, 
without which there would be no forgiveness 
(Hebrews 10:1-4). Here alone is the cleansing foun-
tain, the precious laver where the obedient are 
made clean from all sin. The agent of redemption 
is the Holy Spirit whose revelation in Scripture 
makes known our guilt and the means by which to 
be cleansed (John 16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:8-13;  
2 Timothy 3:16-17).   
The power by which Salvation comes is the gospel 
(Romans 1:16). No instance exists of any being 
saved in the Christian age (Acts 2:1-47) independ-
ent of the gospel (Mark 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:21). 
It must be heard, believed, and obeyed. The place 
of salvation is in the church (Ephesians 3:21). God 
has always designated a place where His blessings 
are available. Salvation from the flood was in the 
ark (1 Peter 3:20); deliverance from the plague was 
only within sight of the brazen serpent (Numbers 
21:4-9); deliverance from the Death Angel was 
only behind blood-sprinkled doors (Exodus 12:21-
28). Salvation is only in the body of Christ—the 
church (Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 1:19-23). Here 
alone is divine deliverance from the guilt, power, 
and presence of sin. To the church—the one about 
which we read in the Bible—the Lord adds all who 
submit to His will (Acts 2:47).   
Saved or lost? Consider carefully. 

—Guy N. Woods 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Come to the banquet 
(Luke 14:15-24) 

 
The parable of the great banquet 
 
 “Come, for everything is __________________.” 
 
 
 
 “But they all alike began to __________________.” 
 
 
 
 “. . . bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.” 
 
 
 
 “Go out to the ____________________________ . . .” 
 
 
 
He’s still inviting . . . 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

Back in the Spring we finished our first GriefShare Group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make 
this ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in 
their time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two 
hours each week and watch professionally-designed videos fea-
turing professional grief counselors as well as people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that 
are designed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. 
Please reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can 
visit https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

