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Stubbornness 
Most of us have a stubborn streak. Deep down we know we’re wrong about something, 
but we’re not going to admit it, even to ourselves. And especially not to others. 

No age group has a monopoly on it. The eighteen-month-old can be as hard-headed as 
the fifteen-year-old, who’s not too much different from the thirty- or eighty-year-old. 
The issues may change—one won’t budge on the popsicle, while the other won’t admit 
he has no idea where he’s going—but the obstinacy remains. Do you see yourself some-
where here? 

The scariest thing is when people are hard-headed, not about popsicles or parents or 
marital spats, but about God’s word. 

You’ve read this parable before, but read it again today, and for now focus on the first 
kind of soil and heart the Lord describes. 

Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so 
that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea 
on the land. And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he 
said to them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along 
the path, and the birds came and devoured it. . . .” (Mark 4:1ff). 

And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you under-
stand all the parables? The sower sows the word. And these are the ones along the path, 
where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the 
word that is sown in them . . .” (Mark 4:13ff). 

When the Lord talks about hard hearts, is he talking to any of us? Perhaps not . . . your 
interest in reading this column points in a different direction. 

But you might be like me in that you’ve passed a little too quickly over this first kind of 
heart, thinking it applies only to the atheist, agnostic, and skeptic. Yeah, I think I know a 
few hard-soiled people . . . 

But are there parts of the Bible that you find hard to hear? Most of us have biblical pas-
sages that we like a lot—maybe you’re drawn to the ones about God’s love and mercy 
and grace, while you minimize the others that emphasize his wrath and justice. 

Or maybe you love a good hell-fire-and-brimstone sermon, but talk about grace makes 
you uncomfortable. 

Truth is, we all probably have a few “hard spots.” The trick is to identify them and not 
ignore them. 

As you pray this week, ask God to help you find those parts of your heart that you’ve 
kept closed off from him and his word. Ask him to massage and shape and soften your 
heart in those areas that haven’t welcomed his leading. 

All of us probably have a little hardness in us, but that’s where the Spirit of God focuses 
his attention. This week pray that he will bring our hearts a little closer to what they 
need to be. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages. Adult classes are in the 
Auditorium and Library.  
 
Worship Service for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm: You can meet in 
homes with your family and friends or 
meet in the auditorium for a Bible study 
taught by Jerry Culbertson. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vick-
ie Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to 
have your family picture taken.  
 
 

This Summer’s Short-Term  
Mission Trips 

 
We’re thankful that our congregation 
has a heart for souls all over the world, 
and we want to pray for members of 
our congregation who are spending 
part of their summer blessing—and be-
ing blessed by—the good people of 
Tanzania, Guyana, and The Philippines. 
Please pray for these members: 

• Steve Cotney made it home safely 
from Tanzania last weekend.  

• Kyle Wadley came home from Tan-
zania yesterday.   

• The Aultmans will be in Tanzania 
for several more weeks, and they 
are doing well. 

• Mike Clelland was expected to ar-
rive home from Guyana yesterday. 

• April Winningham and Harold and 
Donna Rhodes arrived safely in 
Tanzania. 

• Bill Rayburn and Teresa Hicks ar-
rived safely in Manila on Thursday.  

We also appreciate the support of our 
congregation in your financial support 
for all of these good works.  

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Jason McKeown  
Ushers, AM: Jim Petruzella and  
Darren Hicks  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Paul Kirby  
Singing 
AM: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Bill Rayburn 
PM: Jeff Melton  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion 
AM: Matthew Cicero 
PM: Grant Dalton  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Allen Taylor 
PM: Garrett Vick  
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin  
Video: Chad Blackmon  
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 24-31 
 
Sunday, July 24: Ecclesiastes 1-4 
Monday, July 25: Ecclesiastes 5-8 
Tuesday, July 26: Ecclesiastes 9-12 
Wednesday, July 27: Song of Solomon 
1-8 

Thursday, July 28: Isaiah 1-4 
Friday, July 29: Isaiah 5-8 
Saturday, July 30: Isaiah 9-12 
Sunday, July 31: Isaiah 13-17 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
Nathan & Kasey Guill       July 25 
Rex & Jeanne Anderson      July 30 
 

3 John 2 
 
“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with 
you and that you may be in good health, 
as it goes well with your soul.” 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Kay Lyles        July 24 
Stan Tippins       July 27 
Grace Rutland       July 27 
Hayden Richey       July 28 
Lilly Aultman       July 29 
George Faison       July 29 
Donnie Winningham      July 30 
Ben Vick        July 31 
                           
      

Family News and Events 
 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
July 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the food 
item that is needed for this month is Ap-
ple Juice. 

 
 

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned:  
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 



Attendance and Offering 
July 17, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 138 
AM Worship: 232 
PM Worship: 116 
Wednesday: 133 
 
Contribution: $9,736.41 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $14,394.72 
Contribution to Date: $417,447.00 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
Mission Trips 

 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight  
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Acts 5:29 
 
“But Peter and the apostles answered, 
We must obey God rather than men.” 
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Carelines 
 
Paul Williams III had surgery last week at 
UAB to  correct an AVM on his brain. The 
surgery was more involved than expected, 
and he will have to have another procedure 
in about a month. 
 
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, is under-
going chemo treatments.   
Joy Jones, Jennifer Dalton’s mother, has 
been diagnosed with uterine cancer and will 
begin chemo this week.  
 
Jeanne Anderson will resume her chemo-
therapy on Tuesday, July 26. Please pray 
that these treatments will be effective. 
 
Virgie Banks is having surgery on August 15 
to remove her parathyroid. 
 
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, had a fall 
several weeks ago and is still in a lot of pain.   
We extend our condolences to Joy Brooks 
and her family on the death of her brother-
in-law, Gene Bohannan. Gene passed away 
at 90 years old and had been an elder of the 
Church of Christ for about fifty years.  
Please keep Marlon and Linda Crow in your 
prayers. Linda is in long-term care at Fair 
Haven due to a continued decline in her 
condition.  
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, had a 
stump revision—please pray for his recov-
ery to go well.   
Dick Smith had surgery to remove an infec-
tion from his foot. Please pray for his recov-
ery and health. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is suffering 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling Stage 4 Kidney cancer. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our church family: Corey Cov-
ington, Doyal Newsom, Edward Curry, and 
Gail Powell.   
Remember our families and friends: Janice 
Renfro (a resident at the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments), Mary Stewart (Jason & Tiffany 
McKeown’s friend), Charlie Pflueger (Tom 
Kidwell’s dad), Kirsten Best (April Best’s 
cousin), Hillary Wright (Janie Gaither’s 
friend), Ashley Wilson (Markie Jones’ 
cousin), Sue Adams (Denia Petruzella’s 
aunt), Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), 
and Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grand-
mother). 
 

A Week You Won’t Forget 
(Christian Camping) 

 
Many people have asked me what is so special 
about Backwoods Christian Camp. Almost al-
ways, that type of question is asked by a per-
son who has never stayed for an entire week 
there. Its rough and rugged landscape still 
occasionally proves to be more than some 
want to subject themselves to. But those who 
choose to look past the lack of some modern 
conveniences (no Internet, no TV, and no CELL 
PHONES!?!) are usually pleasantly surprised at 
what they find. Why would anyone want to go 
there?  
  
Here are a few reasons why I go: 

• I glance at the beautiful river, mountains, 
or starlit sky, or even that red dirt, and I 
think about my awesome Creator. When I 
am at Backwoods, looking in any direction 
makes me want to proclaim: “The heav-
ens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork” (Psalm 
19:1).  

• I like looking around during camp and 
watching people who at home might have 
been playing video games, watching TV, 
or spending the late evenings in meaning-
ful Bible Studies. At BCC you can always 
find someone to study or pray with. Many 
souls have been saved because of the 
spiritual atmosphere that you will find 
here. Maybe you need new friends who 
genuinely care about you. 

• I’ve heard people talk about getting their 
“spiritual battery charged” when they 
attend a week of camp. This makes sense 
when you consider that in one week at 
camp you will hear around five sermons, 
eight Bible classes, fourteen devotionals 
or Bible studies, and be a part of at least 
four singing sessions (not including the 
occasions when singing breaks out at vari-
ous places throughout the days).  

I guess a simple way of putting it is that a 
week at Backwoods Christian Camp is what I 
wish life in the “real world” were like . . . and 
it is my best guess at what heaven is like. It is 
filled with worship of the almighty God, fel-
lowship with Christians and others who are 
seeking the truth, and so much joy. Christians 
there seem to forget the fears they had about 
sharing Christ with those around them. I mean 
it when I say that everybody is somebody 
when they are there. For more information, 
visit www.backwoodschristiancamp.org. 

—Darrell Powell 
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GriefShare Ministry 
 

We recently had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

