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Untouchables 
Over the past few years, something about Jesus has both fascinated and puzzled me. How 
did he—perfectly holy, completely sinless, infinitely pure—make the world’s worst sinners 
feel comfortable around him? He had no sins; they had many. He never broke a law; there 
weren’t many laws they hadn’t broken. He and they were at completely opposite ends of 
the “holiness” spectrum. 

And yet they loved being with him. Why? Why didn’t they feel uncomfortable, unworthy, 
unaccepted? Take a few minutes and reflect on this passage: 

He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teach-
ing them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and 
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as he reclined at table in his 
house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with I and his disciples, for there were 
many who followed him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating 
with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” And when I heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:13-17). 

I wonder if perhaps Jesus never viewed the tax collectors, prostitutes, and sinners as the 
“worst of sinners” at all. Maybe he saw everyone the same . . . as sinners who needed for-
giveness. 

Maybe he didn’t have anything resembling a holiness spectrum. Instead, everyone was ei-
ther guilty or innocent, and no one was any guiltier than anyone else. 

And these people recognized that about Jesus. He didn’t do what everyone else in their reli-
gious society had done—marginalizing, avoiding, and condemning them. He didn’t label 
them as undesirable and pronounce them untouchable. 

He was an anomaly in their society that loved putting people in their proper social and reli-
gious box. 

And they loved him. 

Which caused the religious establishment to hate him. He was turning their neat little sys-
tem upside down, treating as equals people they had long before labeled as undeserving. 

In the last statement of our passage, Jesus says: “Those who are well have no need of a phy-
sician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

He didn’t mean, of course, that some people weren’t sick and didn’t need him as their Physi-
cian. He meant that everyone was sick but he would only heal the ones who recognized it. 

That’s why the outcasts loved being with him. They were sick and knew it, while their reli-
gious counterparts were sick but thought they weren’t. 

Think about a couple of things today: 

We’re all sick and need to be healed, no matter how much more moral we think we are than 
the “sinner” down the street. We dare not let our religion make us think we’re doing fine on 
our own. 

One more thought: where are the ones in our world who don’t feel comfortable with 21st-
century-Christianity? What can we do to welcome them in the way Jesus did?    —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages.  
Auditorium: Nic Weymouth, Clint Rich-
ey, and Ben Vick. 
Library: Rick Williams, Donnie Winning-
ham, and Drew Spivey.  
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vick-
ie Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to 
have your family picture taken.  
 
 

This Summer’s Short-Term  
Mission Trips 

 
We’re thankful that our congregation 
has a heart for souls all over the world, 
and we want to pray for members of 
our congregation who are spending 
part of their summer blessing—and be-
ing blessed by—the good people of 
Tanzania, Guyana, and The Philippines. 
Please pray for these members: 
• The Aultmans, Steve Cotney, and 

Kyle Wadley left for Tanzania last 
week and are safe in Tanzania. 

• Mike Clelland left Friday (July 15) 
for Guyana and will return home on 
July 23. 

• Harold and Donna Rhodes and 
April Winningham leave today for 
Tanzania. 

• Bill Rayburn and Teresa Hicks are 
leaving for The Philippines on July 
20 and will return on August 1. 

We also appreciate your financial sup-
port of all of these good works. 
 
 

Family News and Events 
 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
July 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed for this month 
is Apple Juice. 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in June for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Jason McKeown  
Ushers, AM: Jim Petruzella and  
Darren Hicks  
Call to Worship: Darrell Powell  
Scripture Reading: Norman Rutland  
Singing 
AM: Matthew Cicero  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Quincy Collins 
PM: Joel Abbott  
AM Sermon: Darrell Powell  
Communion 
AM: Corey Covington 
PM: Torrey Clark  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Drew Spivey 
PM: Eli Powell  
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin  
Video: Chad Blackmon  
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 17-24 
 
Sunday, July 17: Proverbs 13-15 
Monday, July 18: Proverbs 16-18 
Tuesday, July 19: Proverbs 19-21 
Wednesday, July 20: Proverbs 22-23 
Thursday, July 21: Proverbs 24-26 
Friday, July 22: Proverbs 27-29 
Saturday, July 23: Proverbs 30-31 
Sunday, July 24: Ecclesiastes 1-4 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
Jim & Denia Petruzella       July 17 
Donna Dearien       July 17 
Norman & Grace Rutland     July 20 
Matthew & Jessica Cicero     July 20 
Marcus & Brooke Harris      July 22 
Clint & Abbie Richey      July 22 
Bart & Beth Burleson      July 23 
Reggie & Felicia Arnold      July 23 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, de-
clares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 

for evil, to give you a future  
and a hope.” 

 
Happy Birthday 

  
Linda Graham                     July 18                   
Brooks Goff                      July 18     
Brent Reaves                     July 20 
Maebry McKeown                    July 22     
Paul Williams III                                  July 23

                               
 

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned:  
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 

 
 
 
 

 



Attendance and Offering 
July 10, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 114 
AM Worship: 172 
PM Worship: 86 
Wednesday: 127 
 
Contribution: $11,823.91 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $14,561.09 
Contribution to Date: $407,710.59 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
Mission Trips 

 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight  
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

Luke 13:34 
 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that 
kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often would I 
have gathered your children together 
as a hen gathers her brood . . .” 
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Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our church family: Doyal 
Newsom, Edward Curry, and Gail Powell.   
Remember our families and friends: 
Janice Renfro (a resident at the AHEPA 3 
Senior Apartments), Mary Stewart (Jason 
& Tiffany McKeown’s friend), Charlie 
Pflueger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), Kirsten Best 
(April Best’s cousin), Hillary Wright (Janie 
Gaither’s friend), Ashley Wilson (Markie 
Jones’ cousin), Sue Adams (Denia Petru-
zella’s aunt), Charlie Davis (Leah Coving-
ton’s dad), and Dean Kendrick (Markie 
Jones’ grandmother).   
Paul Williams III is having surgery on 
Wednesday to correct an AVM on his 
brain. Please pray that the surgery and his 
recovery will be successful.  
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, is un-
dergoing chemo treatments.  
Joyce Baker, one of our shut-ins, fell and 
is now in a lot of pain.  
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, had a 
stump revision—please pray for his recov-
ery to go well.   
Dick Smith had surgery to remove an in-
fection from his foot. Please pray for his 
recovery and health.  
Jeanne Anderson needs our prayers as 
she is awaiting medicine to continue with 
her chemo treatments.   
Please keep Marlon and Linda Crow in 
your prayers. Linda is in long-term care at 
Fair Haven due to a continued decline in 
her condition.   
Virgie Banks is having surgery on August 
15 to remove her parathyroid.  
Please continue to pray for Corey Coving-
ton as he recovers from injuries due to a 
fall.  
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is suffer-
ing with Parkinson’s disease.  
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling Stage 4 Kidney cancer.  
Leigh Slay, a neighbor-friend of Melody 
Warbington, is doing well and is grateful 
for all the prayers on her behalf, as well 
as for her daughter and grandsons.  
  

Jesus’ Greatness 
 
Men who stood nearest to Jesus were 
swayed by His personality. He was “full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). He had a 
charm about Him which wooed and fasci-
nated.   
Children liked Him; publicans hung upon 
Him. He had the heart of a child, the ten-
derness of a woman, the strength of a 
man.   
The three dimensions (body, mind, and 
soul) of His life were complete. He had 
eyes that looked along extended lines 
running into eternity; He had sympathies 
wide enough to cover humanity to its 
outermost edge; He had a purpose that 
included all lands and ages. His kingdom is 
to be universal, and it shall have no end.   
He was at every point complete. His vir-
tues are all fully matured; His graces are 
all in full bloom. You can no more add  
anything to Him than you can add some-
thing to the sky.   
He pushed every good trait of human 
character to its utmost limit. His for-
giveness was unbounded; his generosity 
was untiring; His patience was inexhausti-
ble; His mercy was immeasurable; His  
limitless; His wisdom was unfathomable; 
His kindness was interminable; His faith 
removed mountains; His hope had no 
shadow in it; His love was infinite.   
And so, it is impossible to go beyond Him. 
We can never outgrow Him. He will be 
always ahead of us. We shall always hear 
Him saying: “Follow Me!” He is the ideal 
of the heart. He is the goal of humanity. It 
is this completeness of His character 
which accounts not only for His beauty 
but also for His perennial power. He is the 
lily of the valley, the fairest of ten thou-
sand, and one altogether lovely.  
—Dr. Charles Jefferson, The Character of 
Jesus, p. 350-352 
 
 

Luke 1:32 
 

“He will be great.” 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

We recently had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

