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Why worship? 
A college professor at a state university once told me that even if the God I believed in ex-
ists, he would not be worthy of worship. “I can’t imagine why I would want to worship him,” 
he said matter-of-factly. 

I believe if my professor had ever actually seen the Lord, he would change his mind. Moses 
once had the privilege of seeing God, or at least a theophany, a manifestation of the Lord. 
I’m pretty sure he didn’t walk away from the encounter with the smallest doubt about the 
Lord’s worthiness. 

Meditate on that scene today, and notice carefully the very last sentence: 

The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the 
Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, 
to the third and the fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth 
and worshiped (Exodus 34:5-8). 

He quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. We get the impression that 
something about God convinced Moses the best place at this particular moment was on the 
ground in a very humble position. 

When people don’t want to worship God, the problem isn’t with God’s nature. It’s because 
people don’t really know God, they don’t know his nature, his divine attributes. Or they 
don’t want to know. 

As you worship God today, focus on the different characteristics that he reveals about him-
self in the passage above. 

He is merciful (you and I don’t receive the punishment that we deserve). 

He is gracious (we’ll never be good enough, but because of Christ he saves us anyway). 

He is slow to anger (our continual struggles with sin never frustrate God so that he turns his 
back on us). 

He is steadfast love (he does what’s best for us. An extremely rich Hebrew word underlies 
these English words . . . it essentially means that God acts kindly toward us). 

He is faithful (he always keeps his promises. Through Jeremiah he says, “I will remember 
your sins no more,” and he won’t. He’s faithful). 

He is just (he’ll be fair and just and righteous in all his decisions. He will punish those who 
persist in impenitence and unbelief). 

We need someone or something to worship. This innate desire manifests itself in childhood 
with our veneration of sports heroes or pop stars, who usually don’t deserve our adoration. 

But God does. He’s everything that’s good and everything we crave and everything we seek. 

When our worship isn’t as meaningful as it used to be or as intense as it ought to be, per-
haps it’s because we haven’t spent as much time with God as we should. When we do, we’ll 
be convinced again that God alone is worthy of our worship. 

I wish my professor could have seen that. 

I hope you sense it today. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages.  
Auditorium: Nic Weymouth, Clint Rich-
ey, and Ben Vick. 
Library: Rick Williams, Donnie Winning-
ham, and Drew Spivey.  
 
Worship Service for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vick-
ie Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to 
have your family picture taken.  
 
 

Family News and Events 
 

Join us for our July Young at Heart 
Birthday Celebration, Game Night, and 
Supper at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall 
on Friday, July 15! BBQ pork and chick-
en will be provided, so please bring 
side dishes, bread (include buns), 
drinks, and two coolers of homemade 
ice cream. A cookie cake will also be 
provided. Paul and Karen Kirby will be 
hosting this event—please let us know 
if you will be attending. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
July 31, from 3:00-4:30pm.  
  

Psalm 90:12 
 

“Teach us to number our days so we 
can have a wise heart.”  
The Good News: Many of us lament the 
passage of time, but rarely do we think 
about what a gift it truly is. Just as we 
grow older with each new year, we also 
grow wiser and more insightful about 
the world around us and the skin we’re 
in. 
—By Jackie Frere & Corinne Sullivan , 
Woman’s Day 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in June for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Jason McKeown  
Ushers, AM: Jim Petruzella and  
Darren Hicks  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton  
Singing 
AM: Darrell Powell  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Wade Warren 
PM: Merv Prince  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion 
AM: Donnie Winningham 
PM: Jerry Culbertson  
Announcements: Carl Logan  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Daniel Warren 
PM: Andrew Blackmon  
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin  
Video: Chad Blackmon  
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 10-17 
 
Sunday, July 10: Psalms 133-139 
Monday, July 11: Psalms 140-145 
Tuesday, July 12: Psalms 146-150 
Wednesday, July 13: Proverbs 1-3 
Thursday, July 14: Proverbs 4-6 
Friday, July 15: Proverbs 7-9 
Saturday, July 16: Proverbs 10-12 
Sunday, July 17: Proverbs 13-15 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
Emory & April Best Mauldin     July 12 

 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness.” 

 

Happy Birthday 
  
April Winningham     July 12 
Lindsay Lyles      July 14 
Davis Mauldin      July 15 
Ian Fantroy                                         July 16 
 
 

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned:  
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 

 
 
 

Proverbs 10:9 
 

“Whoever walks in integrity walks se-
curely, but he who makes his ways crook-

ed will be found out.” 
 

 



Attendance and Offering 
July 3, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 89 
AM Worship: 152 
PM Worship: 55 
Wednesday: 97 
 
Contribution: $15,891.30 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $14,662.47 
Contribution to Date: $395,886.68 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
Mission Trips 

 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-
pines 

 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

James 1:5 
 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
God, who gives generously to all with-
out reproach, and it will be given 
him.”  
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Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our church family: Edward Cur-
ry and Gail Powell.   
Remember our families and friends: Greta 
Perry (Bill Rayburn’s friend), Charlie Pflue-
ger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), Kirsten Best (April 
Best’s cousin), Hillary Wright (Janie 
Gaither’s friend), Ashley Wilson (Markie 
Jones’ cousin), Leigh Slay & family (Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor), Jan Holt (Giana 
Kidwell’s friend), Sue Adams (Denia Petru-
zella’s aunt), Charlie Davis (Leah Coving-
ton’s dad), and Dean Kendrick (Markie 
Jones’ grandmother). 
 
Tom and Giana Kidwell have Covid. Tom is 
feeling somewhat better. 
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, had a 
stump revision—please pray for his recov-
ery to go well.  
 
Dick Smith had surgery to remove an infec-
tion from his foot. Please pray for his recov-
ery and health. 
 
Jeanne Anderson needs our prayers as she 
is awaiting medicine to continue with her 
chemo treatments.   
Ken Norris’ knee replacement surgery went 
well. He is recovering at home.  
Please keep Marlon and Linda Crow in your 
prayers. Linda is in long-term care at Fair 
Haven due to a continued decline in her 
condition.  
 
Virgie Banks is having surgery on August 15 
to remove her parathyroid.  
Please continue to pray for Corey Coving-
ton as he recovers from injuries due to a 
fall. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is suffering 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling Stage 4 Kidney cancer. 
 
Doyal Newsom has requested prayers for 
her daughters and especially her oldest 
daughter—they are going through challeng-
ing times.  
 
Janice Renfro, a resident at the AHEPA 3 
Senior Apartments, had a Pet Scan to deter-
mine further treatment for a spot that is in 
her lung. 
 
Mary Stewart, Jason and Tiffany McKe-
own’s friend’s mother, is undergoing chem-
otherapy for ovarian cancer. 

Fellowship Builds Family 
 

Luke spoke about the first Christians in  
Acts 2. I want to begin by highlighting sev-
eral phrases that he used, which indicates a 
strong bond of fellowship between those 
followers of Christ.  “43 And they devoted 
themselves to . . . the fellowship  
. . . 44 Now all who believed were togeth-
er . . . breaking bread from house to house” 
(Acts 2:42-47). The closeness and unity ex-
hibited by those early Christians has always 
stood out to me. They shared the bond of 
Christ in joy, faith, and love even though 
they stood a very real chance of being woe-
fully persecuted or killed for the cause of 
Christ. 
One aspect of fellowship is spending time 
together. The early church did this at times 
of worship AND day by day . . . doing good 
works together and growing together. Can 
you imagine what kind of church we would 
have if we all did those things as often as 
possible? What problems could we help 
one another through? What temptations 
could we keep one another accountable 
for? How many more lost souls could we 
encourage? 
Physical families usually spend a lot of time 
together. Fellowship brings strength to 
each member and the group collectively. 
Neglecting to spend time together can 
cause the family to suffer. Children need 
daddy and mama. Mama needs daddy and 
daddy needs mama. Families suffer when 
one member is not dedicated to spending 
time with the others.  
Spiritual family health only improves the 
more time we spend together. It just 
makes sense that a Christian would want to 
be around people who will help them get 
to heaven. If a person is REALLY convinced 
that God, heaven, and hell are real, what 
kind of people will they want to spend time 
with? If your spiritual health were gauged 
by the amount of time you spend with your 
church family, how healthy would you be? 
If every Christian viewed or practiced fel-
lowship in exactly the same way you do, 
what kind of church would there be? Honor 
God, and do yourself a priceless favor by 
basking in the joys and benefits of Christian 
fellowship. 

 —Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Food Left Over 
(Luke 9:10-17) 

 
A miraculous meal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A ________________, but more 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

We recently had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

