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Participation in worship 
We human beings like to spectate and evaluate. In sports, most of us do a lot more 
spectating than we do participating, and we’re quite good at evaluating what the coach-
es and players are doing, and how we would, if we were out there, do it better. 

We critique movies and books and would-be pop stars, even though most of us will nev-
er act in a movie, publish a best-seller, or sing to millions. 

Oh, but we can critique with the best of them. 

Has worship occasionally become a “spectator sport” for us? 

One of the reasons we need to worship God privately—and one thing I hope you get 
from this column’s thoughts—is to remind us that worship is something we do, not 
something we watch and evaluate. 

As you read and meditate on these verses, notice where the psalmist’s attention is fo-
cused: 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with 
songs of praise! For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand 
are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his 
pasture, and the sheep of his hand (Psalm 95:1-7). 

Did you notice how God-focused his worship is? 

Worship is something we do toward God . . . we sing “to the Lord” and come into “his 
presence.” We make a joyful noise “to the rock of our salvation.” Worship always points 
heavenward. 

One of the limitations of worship on earth is that we can’t see God, but we can see 
those who are leading us. I suppose that’s the reason our church pews usually face a 
raised stage at the front of the auditorium – we need to “see” the one who’s leading us. 

It’s only a short step from “seeing” to “spectating,” and not much farther to “critiquing.” 

That was pitched a little too high . . . This preacher’s pretty dry . . . I wonder if we’ll be 
out by 11:00? 

But when I worship the Lord in my private time, I can’t become the spectator, and I cer-
tainly can’t critique the Lord. This kind of worship helps me remember what worship is 
supposed to be. 

True worship happens when a child of God actively expresses adoration and thanksgiv-
ing to the Lord. If I’m merely spectating, I’m not worshiping. If I’m evaluating the quality 
of the leaders’ ability, I’m not really worshiping. 

In your time at church today, worship. 

Worship God. 

Worship God actively and personally and unreservedly. 

And ask God to help you carry this same attitude with you throughout the upcoming 
week.  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Sunday morning Bible classes are avail-
able for all ages. Adults meet in the 
Auditorium or Library. Auditorium: 
Merv Prince and Jerry Culbertson, 
“Where We Got the Bible & Truth”; Li-
brary: Chuck Webster, Joel Abbott, and 
Wes Blankenship, “Don’t Give the Ene-
my a Seat at Your Table.” 
 
This evening at 5:00pm, we will meet in 

the auditorium for a Bible class. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vick-
ie Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to 
have your family picture taken.  
 
 

Family News and Events 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
June 26, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 

Apple Juice. 
 
 

 John 13:34-35 
 

“I give you a new commandment: Love 

each other. Just as I have loved you, so 

you also must love each other. This is 

how everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, when you love each oth-

er.” 
 
The Good News: It’s true what they 

say: When all else fails, love prevails. 

No matter what the months ahead may 

bring, make a promise to yourself to 

lead with love, and walk boldly each 

day. 

—By Jackie Frere and Corinne Sullivan, 

Woman’s Day 

 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in June for Needs:  
Paul Williams, Jr. 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Vickie and Steve Cotney  
Ushers, AM: Donnie Winningham and  
Will Spurlin  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Jonathan Weimer  
Singing, AM: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Steve Cotney 
PM: Drew Spivey  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion 
AM: Jim Petruzella 
PM: Donnie Winningham  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Wes Blankenship 
PM: Garrett Vick  
Audio/Cameras: Chad Blackmon 
Alternate: Rick Williams  
Video: Mark Lackey  
Security: Shawn Troughton 
Alternate: Norman Rutland 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for June 19-26 
 
Sunday, June 19: Psalms 32-35  
Monday, June 20: Psalms 36-39  
Tuesday, June 21: Psalms 40-45  
Wednesday, June 22: Psalms 46-50  
Thursday, June 23: Psalms 51-57  
Friday, June 24: Psalms 58-65  
Saturday, June 26: Psalms 66-69  
Sunday, June 26: Psalms 70-73 
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Youth 
 
The 6th-12th graders will be going to Six 
Flags on Monday, June 20. Tickets are 
$35 per person. 
 
The 4th session at Backwoods Christian 
Camp begins on Sunday, June 26, and we 
will leave the building at 1:30pm. 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Rick & Brooke Williams  June 22 
 

Psalm 118:24  
“This is the day that the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Emily Blakemore     June 22 
Marcus Harris      June 23 
Doris Sankey      June 24 
Jennifer King      June 24 
Lauren Watkins      June 25 
 
 

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned:  
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 



Attendance and Offering 
June 12, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 144 
AM Worship: 221 
PM Worship: 120 
Wednesday: 128 
 
Contribution: $14,314.05 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $14,790.24 
Contribution to Date: $354,965.77 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 

 
Oversight 

 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

1 John 4:10 
 
“In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that He loved us and sent His 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
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Carelines 
 
We extend our condolences to Geraldine 
Washington and her family on the death 
of her brother, Anderson Phillips, III. Mr. 
Phillips passed away unexpectedly on 
Saturday, June 11.   
Ken Norris is having knee replacement 
surgery on Tuesday, June 21. 
 
Rex and Jeanne Anderson have both had 
Covid. Also continue to keep Jeanne in 
your prayers as she undergoes chemo-
therapy.  
Janice Renfro, a resident at the AHEPA 3 
Senior Apartments, has a spot in her lung 
and will have a procedure to determine 
the treatment for it.   
Virgie Banks will be having a Parathyroid-
ectomy on August 15. 
 
Greta Perry, a Philippines Mission team 
member and a member of the Fayette 
Church of Christ, has been diagnosed 
with a blood disorder, Chronic ITP.   
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is suffer-
ing with Parkinson’s disease.  
Please continue to pray for Marlon and 
Linda Crow as Linda’s condition has de-
clined. 
 
Mary Stewart, Jason and Tiffany McKe-
own’s friend’s mother, is undergoing 
chemotherapy for ovarian cancer.  
Doyal Newsom has requested prayers for 
her daughters and especially her oldest 
daughter—they are going through chal-
lenging times.   
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our church family: Edward 
Curry, Corey Covington, Dick Smith, and 
Gail Powell.   
Remember our families and friends: Joe 
Taylor (Allen Taylor’s brother), Charlie 
Pflueger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), Kirsten Best 
(April Best’s cousin), Hillary Wright (Janie 
Gaither’s friend), Ashley Wilson (Markie 
Jones’ cousin), Leigh Slay & family 
(Melody Warbington’s neighbor), Jan 
Holt (Giana Kidwell’s friend), Sue Adams 
(Denia Petruzella’s aunt), Richard Lawson 
(Alyssa Long’s dad), Charlie Davis (Leah 
Covington’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother). 
 

Lord Help Me To Fly 
 
A man found a butterfly chrysalis. A small 
opening appeared, and he watched off and 
on for several hours as the butterfly strug-
gled to force its body through that little 
hole. When it seemed to stop making pro-
gress, he decided to help the butterfly. He 
took scissors and snipped off the remaining 
bit of the chrysalis. The butterfly emerged 
easily, but it had a swollen body and small, 
shriveled wings.  
As he watched, he expected to see the 
wings expand and the body contract to nor-
mal proportions. Neither happened. The 
butterfly crawled around with a swollen 
body and shriveled wings and was never 
able to fly. What the man in his kindness did 
not understand was that the struggle to exit 
the restricting chrysalis was God’s way of 
forcing fluid from the butterfly’s body into 
its wings so it would be ready to fly once it 
achieved freedom from the chrysalis.   
Sometimes struggles are what we need in 
life. If God allowed us to go through life 
without obstacles, we would not be as 
strong as we could have been. It might crip-
ple us. So our prayers might need to 
change.  

I asked for strength, and God gave me  
      difficulties to make me strong. 

    I asked for wisdom, and God gave me  
      problems to solve. 

    I asked for prosperity, and God gave 
      me brains and brawn to work. 

    I asked for courage, and God gave me 
      danger to overcome. 

    I asked for love, and God gave me 
      troubled people to help. 

    I asked for favors, and God gave me 
      opportunities. 

    I received nothing I wanted but 
      gained everything I needed.  

Many people never get anywhere in life be-
cause when the opportunity knocks, they 
are out in the back yard looking for four-leaf 
clovers. 

—Thoughts for today to Brighten Your Day, 
Glenn, Mercedes, and Lauren Hitchcock 

 

“As for you, you meant evil against me; but 
God meant it for good.” 

—Genesis 50:20 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

By this all people will know 
(John 13-17) 

 
____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

We recently had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

