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May 22, 2022 

 

We’ve got something we need to share 
I know it’s never right to disobey the Lord, but sometimes it’s a little more understandable, 
right? Here’s what I’m talking about . . . 

Jesus once healed a leper, then told him not to tell anyone. The leper promptly told every-
body he could find, and I find it hard to blame him. 

Here’s the passage: 

And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make 
me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I 
will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. And Jesus 
sternly charged him and sent him away at once, and said to him, “See that you say nothing 
to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses com-
manded, for a proof to them.” But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to 
spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate 
places, and people were coming to him from every quarter (Mark 1:40-45). 

I find the leper’s response fascinating, and perhaps predictable. 

He had just been cured of one of the most dreaded diseases in the world, but he wasn’t sup-
posed to tell anyone? 

Suppose you had been fighting an aggressive kind of cancer for a decade, and your oncolo-
gist had just told you that there’s nothing else she can do. Then someone cures you. Your 
doctor confirms that incredibly the scans are clear, the blood work is normal, there’s no sign 
of cancer. 

What’s the first thing you do? Send the mysterious miracle-worker a thank-you note with a 
gift card? 

Then you’ll probably tell as many people as possible, starting with the ones closest to you 
and working your way out from there. After you’re done with family, you’ll call your friends. 
“You’re not going to believe what’s happened to me . . .” 

But you won’t stop there. You’ll tell the mail lady, the bank teller, the bagboy at the grocery 
store. You’ll start telling everybody you can think of, everybody you see. 

I finished speaking at a senior citizen’s center a couple of years ago, and this sweet lady I 
had never met came up to me afterward and said, “Hi. I’m Betty. Let me tell you about my 
grandson.” I listened for the next fifteen minutes as she talked about everything he had 
done. I’m not sure, but I think he had saved the world several times and will probably be the 
youngest president ever. When I left her, she was searching for her next, um, “listener.” She 
was proud of that grandson. 

But here’s the thing: when something incredible happens to us, when we’re proud of some-
one, we tell people. That’s just what we do. 

One quick thought: as Christians we’ve been cured of something terrible. Our sin had sepa-
rated us from God, and Jesus came and healed us. He pronounced us innocent, righteous, 
forgiven. 

The leper told everybody what Jesus had done for him. 

Shouldn’t we do the same? —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re thankful you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that is 
located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vickie 
Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to have 
your family picture taken.  
 
Adult Bible Classes, 9:00am: Auditori-
um: Merv Prince and Jerry Culbertson, 
“Where We Got the Bible & Truth”; Li-
brary: Chuck Webster, Joel Abbott, and 
Wes Blankenship, “Don’t Give the Enemy 
a Seat at Your Table.” 
 
We are celebrating Carson Hicks today 
for her upcoming High School Gradua-
tion! The reception will take place in the 
front lobby from 2:30-4:00pm. Please 
see Lauren Warren if you have any ques-
tions. 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm, you can meet in 
homes with your family and friends or 
meet in the auditorium for a Bible study 
taught by Merv Prince. 
 
 

Family News and Events 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
May 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the food 
items that are needed this month are 
Oats and Rice. 

June Faith in Action: We will be doing a 

trail clean-up and invasive species re-

moval activity on Sunday, June 5, at 

4:00pm with the Freshwater Land 

Trust. The organizers will share the ex-

act location soon, but it will be along 

Shades Creek, perhaps 15 minutes from 

the church building. They will provide 

gloves, trash bags, litter grabbers, and 

tools for removing invasive vegetation. 

We need at least 10 volunteers to make 

this happen, so please sign the sheet 

that is placed on the back rail in the 

auditorium or at Sign-up Genius here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E0E4AAAA923A3FC1-faith. 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in May for Needs:  
Carl Logan 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Virgie Banks  
Ushers, AM:   
Call to Worship: Darrell Powell  
Scripture Reading: Norman Rutland  
Singing, AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Merv Prince  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Darrell Smith 
PM: Stephen King  
AM Sermon: Darrell Powell  
Communion 
AM: Bill Rayburn 
PM: Jerry Culbertson  
Announcements: Harold Rhodes  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Tracy Percer 
PM: Paul Kirby  
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon  
Video: Marc Handley  
Security: Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for May 22-29 
 

Sunday, May 22: Ezra 4-7  
Monday, May 23: Ezra 8-10  
Tuesday, May 24: Nehemiah 1-3  
Wednesday, May 25: Nehemiah 4-6  
Thursday, May 26: Nehemiah 7  
Friday, May 27: Nehemiah 8-9  
Saturday, May 28: Nehemiah 10-11  
Sunday, May 29: Nehemiah 12-13 
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Youth 
 
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible 
School at Hoover will be on Thursday-
Saturday, June 16-18. Details will be 
coming soon! 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Henry & Cindy Burnett     May 25 
Jeff & Mollye Melton     May 25 
Jon & Jenilee Hunt     May 27 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Bromleigh Warren     May 22 
Jamie Starns      May 22 
Geraldine Washington     May 22 
Jim Reece      May 23 
Mac Richey      May 24 
Hudson Goff      May 26 
Dennis Williams      May 27 
April Best Mauldin     May 27 
Gracie Gaither      May 28 
Kennedy Hicks      May 28 
 
 

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday evenings 
over the course of 2022. Here’s what we 
have planned: 

 
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AAAA923A3FC1-faith
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AAAA923A3FC1-faith


Attendance and Offering 
May 15, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 136 
AM Worship: 227 
PM Worship: 95 
Wednesday: 137 
 
Contribution: $11,240.00 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $14,952.97 
Contribution to Date: $299,059.36 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Mark 1:15 
 

“And saying, The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.” 
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Carelines 
 
We extend our condolences to Damian and 
Tamil Hillary and their family, on the death of 
Damian’s father, Jesse J. Hillary, Jr. Mr. Hillary 
passed away unexpectedly on Monday, May 
16. 
  
Kirsten Best, April Best’s cousin, needs pray-
ers while she deals with mental health issues.  
 
Dixter Estopito, a friend of Bill Rayburn at 
Asian Christian University, is recovering from 
surgery for a ruptured appendix.  
 
Joe Taylor, Allen Taylor’s brother, had triple 
bypass surgery last week and is now at home. 
He is doing well, and the family is grateful for 
your prayers.   
Please keep Linda and Marlon Crow in your 
prayers. Linda has been admitted to respite 
care due to continued decline in her condi-
tion. Her room number at Fair Haven is 7314. 
 
Corey Covington sustained injuries from a fall.  
 
Ashley Wilson, Markie Jones’ cousin, was in a 
car accident and broke her femur; she has had 
some complications. 
  
Please continue to pray for Leigh Slay and her 
family; Leigh is undergoing chemo treat-
ments, and her family is mourning the death 
of her four-year-old grandson, Riley. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is undergoing chemothera-
py.   
Doyal Newsom will be having tests this month 
for some health issues.  
 
Susan Hawkins, the McKeowns’ friend, has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Hillary Wright, Janie Gaither’s friend and fel-
low teacher, has breast cancer. 
 
Sue Adams, Denia Petruzella’s aunt, is out of 
rehab and is recovering at home. 
 
Vi Ballard, a co-worker of Melody Warbing-
ton, and her family need our prayers. Vi’s 
husband has a mass in his lungs, her sister has 
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, and she is in 
the hospital with an infection.   
Jan Holt, Giana Kidwell’s friend, is recovering 
from breast cancer surgery. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, Nancy 
Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our church family: Edward Curry, 
Hope Handley, Dick Smith, and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Richard 
Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad), Doug Abbott (Joel 
Abbott’s dad), Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ 
son), Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), 
Charlie Pflueger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), and 
Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grandmother). 
 
 
 

 Lessons from Noah’s Ark 
 
ONE: Do not miss the boat. “Come to Me, 
all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 
 
TWO: Remember that we are all in the 
same boat. God has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). 
 
THREE: Plan ahead. It was not raining 
when Noah built the ark (Ephesians 5:16). 
 
FOUR: Stay fit. When you are old, some-
one may ask you to do something big. “I 
discipline my body . . . Lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be-
come disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:26-
27). 
 
FIVE: Do not listen to critics: get on with 
the job that needs to be done. “Be stead-
fast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
 
SIX: Build on high ground. No other foun-
dation can anyone lay than what is laid, 
which is Jesus (1 Corinthians 3:10-11). 
 
SEVEN: Travel in pairs. Who shall separate 
us from Christ’s love (Romans 8:35-37)? 
 
EIGHT: Speed is not always an advantage. 
Both snails and cheetahs made it on 
board. “Be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath” (James 1:19). 
 
NINE: When you are stressed, float 
awhile. “Count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience” (James 1:2-
3). 
 
TEN: Remember, the Ark was built by am-
ateurs; the Titanic was built by profession-
als (1 Corinthians 1:20). 
 
ELEVEN: No matter the storm, with God 
there is always a rainbow (Philippians 
4:13).  
 
Thoughts for Today to Brighten Your Day, 
Glen, Mercedes, and Lauren Hitchcock 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Steadfastness Through Suffering 
(James 1:2-3) 

 
1. Fire Burns 
 
 
 
 
2. The Fruit of Pain 
 
 
 
 
3. Steadfast Christians 
 
 
 
 
4.    A Complex Joy 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

We recently had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

