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May 15, 2022 

 

Early in the morning 

And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to 
a desolate place, and there he prayed (Mark 1:35). 

It’s amazing that the Lord, perfectly united with the Father, still felt the need to pray 
often. As busy as his schedule was, somehow he found time to commune with God. 

Even though we know that sometimes we still make excuses about why we can’t pray as 
much or as consistently as we should. Are you guilty of this? 

Martin Luther once said, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in 
prayer.” 

I have too often said almost exactly the opposite: “I have so much to do that I shall 
spend the first three hours on my to-do list, then I’ll pray, assuming those three hours 
are as productive as I hope they will be.” 

Or maybe, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours checking my 
email, reading my favorite blogs, and checking Facebook.” 

Or perhaps, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours catching up on 
things around the house, sorting through yesterday’s mail, and busying myself with mis-
cellaneous chores that I’ve been putting off.” 

Am I hitting close to home yet? 

Maybe we think, But Jesus didn’t have to maintain a house, or he didn’t have all the 
technology vying for his attention, so it would’ve been a little easier for him. 

Truth is, Jesus had a bigger job than any of us can even fathom, but he still found time 
to pray. He didn’t do it in spite of his busy schedule, but because of it. He was surround-
ed by adoring, needy crowds who pressured him for attention, but he must have known 
that even he—God in human flesh—wouldn’t have found strength for the day’s tasks 
without some time in the morning to prepare himself for it. 

That must be infinitely truer of us in our humanity. The busier we are, the more we des-
perately need some unrushed time with the Lord. And yet we tell ourselves that as soon 
as things slow down a bit, then we’ll pray, read, and meditate. 

How are you doing with your quiet time? If you’ve been doing it consistently for any 
length of time, you’re probably starting to see some benefits. 

As you think about Mark 1:35 this week, ask the Lord to help you re-commit yourself to 
daily devotional time. Do you have a regular place yet? How is it working? Do you need 
to change things up?  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re thankful you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that is 
located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
Members, don’t forget to contact Vickie 
Cotney, mamac@cotney.com, to have 
your family picture taken.  
 
Adult Bible Classes, 9:00am: Auditori-
um: Merv Prince and Jerry Culbertson, 
“Where We Got the Bible & Truth”; Li-
brary: Chuck Webster, Joel Abbott, and 
Wes Blankenship, “Don’t Give the Enemy 
a Seat at Your Table.” 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm we will meet in the 
auditorium for a Bible Class taught by 
Chuck Webster. 

 

Family News and Events 
 
There will be a Senior Reception for Car-
son Hicks to celebrate her upcoming 
High School Graduation! The reception 
will take place in the front lobby on Sun-
day, May 22, from 2:30-4:00pm. Please 
see Lauren Warren if you would like to 
help with this event. 
 
Our Ladies’ Tuesday Bible Class will be 
ending the season this week, May 17, 
and will resume classes in the Fall on 
September 13. Mark September 13 on 
your calendar for the next session, and 
contact Denia Petruzella, Leah Coving-
ton, or Jamie Powell with any questions 
about the class program. The Ladies’ Bi-
ble Class is also a great time to fellow-
ship and get to know one another. There 
are Zoom classes too and free 
babysitting! 
 
The Young at Heart will meet on Friday, 
May 20, for their monthly birthday cele-
bration, game night, and supper. The 
menu is Potluck! You can contact Gale 
Jett, Virgie Banks, Faye Bailey, or Jo Ann 
McDonald with any questions. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
May 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the food 
items that are needed this month are 
Oats and Rice. 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in May for Needs:  
Carl Logan 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Virgie Banks  
Ushers, AM:   
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Shawn Troughton  
Singing, AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Mark Lackey  
Opening Prayer 
AM: Torrey Clark 
PM: Jason McKeown  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion 
AM: Sid Aultman 
PM: Wes Blankenship  
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles  
Closing Prayer  
AM: Darren Hicks 
PM: Joel Abbott  
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon  
Video: Marc Handley  
Security: Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for May 15-22 
 
Sunday, May 15: 2 Chronicles 18-20  
Monday, May 16: 2 Chronicles 21-24  
Tuesday, May 17: 2 Chronicles 25-27  
Wednesday, May 18: 2 Chronicles 28-
31  
Thursday, May 19: 2 Chronicles 32-34  
Friday, May 20: 2 Chronicles 35-36  
Saturday, May 21: Ezra 1-3  
Sunday, May 22: Ezra 4-7 
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Youth 
 
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible 
School at Hoover will be on Thursday-
Saturday, June 16-18. Details will be 
coming soon! 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Chuck & Melony Webster    May 16 
Chad & Charity Blackmon    May 17 
Grant & Jennifer Dalton     May 20 
Drew & Heather Spivey     May 20 

 
Happy Birthday 

  
Addie Naylor      May 15 
Stephen King      May 15 
Bo Wyatt Henry      May 15 
John Paul Arnold     May 15 
Mark Pope       May 16 
Jimmy Lyles       May 16 
Brianna Bowers      May 17 
Becky Smith      May 17 
Edward Curry      May 18 
Miles Blankenship     May 18 
Daniel Warren      May 20 
Karen Kirby       May 21 
 

Sunday Evenings at Hoover 
 
In addition to our classes and worship 
services on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights, we are providing 
many opportunities on Sunday eve-
nings over the course of 2022. Here’s 
what we have planned: 

 
• First Sunday of each month: Faith in 

Action (opportunity to serve our 
community in some way; Bible study 
in the church auditorium will also be 
provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and 
read Scripture together in the audito-
rium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in 
the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home 
with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditori-
um as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the 
auditorium 



Attendance and Offering 
May 8, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 145 
AM Worship: 257 
PM Worship: 87 
Wednesday: 110 
 
Contribution: $15,570.25 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,146.86 
Contribution to Date: $287,790.27 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 
 

“All scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for re-

proof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness . . .” 
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Carelines 
 
Joe Taylor, Allen Taylor’s brother, had triple 
bypass surgery on Thursday. Please pray for 
a complete recovery. 
 
Please keep Linda and Marlon Crow in your 
prayers. Linda has been admitted to respite 
care for several days due to continued de-
cline in her condition. Her room number at 
Fair Haven is 6311. 
 
Corey Covington sustained injuries in a fall. 
Please pray for his recovery. 
 
Ashley Wilson, Markie Jones’ cousin, was in 
a car accident and broke her femur; she has 
had some complications. 
 
Please continue to pray for Leigh Slay and 
her family; Leigh is undergoing chemo 
treatments for Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer, 
and her family is mourning the death of her 
four-year-old grandson, Riley. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is undergoing chemother-
apy; please pray that these treatments will 
be effective. 
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests in May 
for some health issues—please pray for 
good results. 
 
Susan Hawkins, the McKeowns’ friend, has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Hillary Wright, Janie Gaither’s friend and 
fellow teacher, has breast cancer and will 
have radiation and chemo treatments. 
 
Sue Adams, Denia Petruzella’s aunt, is out 
of rehab and is recovering at home. 
 
Vi Ballard, a co-worker of Melody Warbing-
ton, and her family need our prayers. Vi’s 
husband has a mass in his lungs, her sister 
has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, and 
she is in the hospital with an infection.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Edward Cur-
ry, Hope Handley, Sheryl Jackson, Dick 
Smith, and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Rich-
ard Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad), Doug Ab-
bott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Jan Holt (Giana 
Kidwell’s friend), Patrick Nichols (Lynne 
Nichols’ son), Charlie Davis (Leah Coving-
ton’s dad), Charlie Pflueger (Tom Kidwell’s 
dad), and Dean Kendrick (Markie Jones’ 
grandmother). 
 
 

Obey and Honor 
 
I was sixteen, and I wanted nothing more 
than a pick-up truck of my very own. Every-
where my parents and I went, I would point 
out everything with four wheels and a tail-
gate. As the months passed, I found myself 
feeling a little bitter when I saw other guys 
at school driving up in their brand new Z-
71s. My parents may not even remember 
now, but on a few occasions I lashed out at 
them because of my selfishness. I thought 
they were punishing me, so I did not honor 
them the way that I should have. What les-
son can we learn from this?  For one, 
thanks, Mom and Dad, for teaching me to 
appreciate things and to work for what I 
have. Also, thanks for the two-tone (white 
in front/red in back) 1970 Chevy C10 that I 
truly loved and enjoyed during my last cou-
ple of years of high school. But in a broader 
sense, let’s focus on the first four verses of 
Ephesians 6.   
“Children obey your parents in the Lord: for 
this is right. Honor thy father and moth-
er” (v 1-2). Obey and honor your parents. 
Young people, you are technically “obeying” 
your parents when they tell you to clean 
your room and you do so while you stomp 
around, slinging objects into the closet, and 
mumbling snidely under your breath. You 
are obeying, but you are not honoring 
them! I didn’t honor my parents when I 
lashed out at them during my youth. If you 
want your parents to respect and reward 
you, show them the honor that God de-
mands of you. Then, God will reward you 
both here and hereafter (v 3).  
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children 
to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord” (v 4). Of 
course, parents should not try to anger their 
children, but discipline them with love. They 
must avoid discipline without love, which 
provokes . . . and they must avoid “love” 
without discipline, which actually shows a 
lack of love. So often, children view what 
their parents do as anger provoking, when it 
is merely giving them what they need in-
stead of what they want. Children, obey and 
honor your parents, and observe how the 
Lord will bless you.  

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

Last week we had our last meeting of our first GriefShare group, 
and we believe God used our time together to bless everyone 
who attended. As we move forward, we’re planning to make this 
ministry available to people outside of our congregation—
whether they’re followers of Jesus or not. We believe that God 
might use us to help people in our community to realize how 
much God loves them and how he wants to care for them in their 
time of grief.   
We’re looking forward to beginning a new group on Saturday, 
October 1, from 10-12, and we’ll meet every Saturday at the 
same time, finishing on December 31. If you’re struggling with 
grief, please plan to be a part of this new group. If you have a 
friend, family member, neighbor, or co-worker who you think 
might benefit from attending, please let them know about this 
ministry. We would welcome them.   
This ministry is organized around a thirteen-week small-group 
program where participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring 
professional grief counselors as well as people who are grieving. 
These presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. Please 
reach out to Harold or Donna Rhodes, Teresa Hicks, Kyle Wadley, 
or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit 
 https://www.griefshare.org/. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/

