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May 1, 2022 

 

Until an opportune time 
Sometimes you may feel like things are going well spiritually, then you start to struggle. 
After a while, it gets better, or at least somewhat easier, until at some point you begin hav-
ing problems again. 

Why is that? Why does it seem to come in cycles? 

I guess I’ve read Luke 4:13 many times, but I had never noticed what it might say about 
this cyclical aspect of our spiritual lives. This is how Luke describes the end of Satan’s 
temptation of the Lord: 

“And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune 
time” (Luke 4:13, ESV). 

The devil left the Lord “until an opportune time”? What does that mean? 

A couple of translations put it differently: “He left him to wait until a better time” (NCV), or 
“for a season” (KJV) or “until the next opportunity came” (NLT). The Message says, “The 
Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait for another opportunity.” 

If Satan tempted Jesus more at certain times than he did at others, I wonder if he does the 
same with us? Maybe he is sometimes particularly aggressive, but retreats temporarily at 
other times. 

It certainly seems to fit with other passages. Peter writes that he “prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). A predator attacks when he sees 
an opening or a weakness, perhaps what Luke refers to as “an opportune time.” With 
Christ there were no weaknesses, of course, but there seem to have been moments when 
he was more vulnerable than others (e.g., Garden of Gethsemane). 

I think this says something about Satan’s work on us. He hits us hard for a time, then backs 
away temporarily, perhaps focusing his attention elsewhere but coming back to us when 
he sees an opening. 

In your devotional time this week, think about the ways that you might give him that 
“opportune time,” that opening, that moment when you let your guard down. 

Are there certain times of the day that you struggle more? Maybe times of the week or the 
year? (weekends, holidays, vacation, etc.) 

Are there places where you’re more vulnerable? Maybe out of town on a business trip? 

Do you find yourself being tempted more when you’re around certain people? Are you 
tempted toward gossip or negativity or spiritual apathy when you’re with specific friends? 

Let’s pray “Lead us not into temptation” today, but let’s also reflect on the things in our 
lives that lead to temptation. Ask God to help you recognize the situations in your life that 
give Satan the opening he’s looking for so that you might resist him more effectively (cf. 
James 4:7: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”). 

We’ll never be able to escape temptation completely, of course, but by recognizing those 
situations and times that Satan has successfully used before might help limit his ability to 
succeed as much in the future.  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Today, Lads to Leaders Luncheon: 
Please join us for lunch after the morn-
ing worship service to recognize the 
accomplishments that our young peo-
ple are making in this leadership pro-
gram. Help us celebrate our Youth! It’s 
a Potluck Meal—bring lots of food! 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Adult Bible Classes, 9:00am: Auditori-
um: Merv Prince and Jerry Culbertson, 
“Where We Got the Bible & Truth”; Li-
brary: Chuck Webster, Joel Abbott, and 
Wes Blankenship, “Don’t Give the Ene-
my a Seat at Your Table.” 
 
The Tanzania Class meets in Room 11 
at 9:00am. 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm, Faith in Action: This 
project is to support The WellHouse 
which provides residential, therapeutic 
programs to female victims of human 
trafficking who have been sexually ex-
ploited, offering medical, spiritual, men-
tal, and emotional care. (Link for more 
information: https://www.the-
wellhouse.org/our-story). After our de-
votional, Holly Bunn, the Chief Develop-
ment Officer at The WellHouse, will be 
speaking downstairs about their efforts 
to provide help and support to 
trafficked victims as well as prevention 
awareness. Due to the sensitive nature 
of trafficking, parents may not want 
young children to hear the talk. Howev-
er, I (Melody Warbington) have heard 
speakers from The WellHouse twice, 
and I encourage everyone, especially 
parents and older teens, to attend. We 
will also put together care packages and 
write notes and scriptures for Holly to 
take back to the residents. For the 
younger children, we will have cards 
and paper for them to write notes, 
draw, and color pictures to send to the 
residents.   
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in May for Needs:  
Carl Logan 
 

Sunday AM and PM  
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Virgie Banks  
Ushers, AM:   
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Walden Schlundt  
Singing, AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Rick Williams  
Opening Prayer, AM: Corey Covington 
PM: Daniel Warren  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
PM Class: Merv Prince  
Communion, AM: Steve Cotney 
PM: Grant Dalton  
Announcements: Carl Logan  
Closing Prayer, AM: Jason Blakemore 
PM: Matt Trousdale  
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Chad Blackmon  
Video: Marc Handley  
Security: Jim Petruzella 
Alternate: Mike Clelland 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for May 1-8 

 
Sunday, May 1: 1 Chronicles 3-5  
Monday, May 2: 1 Chronicles 6  
Tuesday, May 3: 1 Chronicles 7-8  
Wednesday, May 4: 1 Chronicles 9-11  
Thursday, May 5: 1 Chronicles 12-14  
Friday, May 6: 1 Chronicles 15-17  
Saturday, May 7: 1 Chronicles 18-21  
Sunday, May 8: 1 Chronicles 22-24 
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Family News and Events 
 
Our Ladies’ Tuesday Bible Class will be 
ending this season on May 17 and will 
resume classes in the Fall on September 
13 (confirmation and details about this 
date will be known later in the summer). 
If you are interested in attending, please 
join us for our remaining three classes 
and mark September 13 on your calendar 
for our next session. Denia Petruzella, 
Leah Covington, and Jamie Powell are 
open to any questions about the class 
program. It’s also a great time to fellow-
ship and get to know one another. There 
are Zoom classes too and free 
babysitting! 
 
The Young at Heart will meet on Friday, 
May 20, for their monthly birthday cele-
bration, game night, and supper. Details 
will be coming soon. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
May 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the food 
items that are needed this month are 
Oats and Rice. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Bill & Brenda Rayburn       May 2 
Sam & Ashley Goff       May 4 
Bill & Gail Powell       May 5 
Jonathan & Suzanna Weimer      May 6 

 
Happy Birthday 

  
Nigel Weymouth       May 2 
Christy Reece        May 2 
Torrey Clark        May 3 
Clark Elise Henry       May 3 
Kayla Reaves        May 6 
C.T. Dodd        May 7  
 

Youth 
 
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible 
School at Hoover will be on Thursday-
Saturday, June 16-18. Details will be 
coming soon! 
 

Guard Your Heart, Proverbs 4:23 
  

“Guard your heart above all things, for 
everything you do flows from it.” 

 
 

https://www.the-wellhouse.org/our-story
https://www.the-wellhouse.org/our-story


Attendance and Offering 
April 24, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 142 
AM Worship: 226 
PM Worship: 32 
Wednesday: 138 
 
Contribution: $11,820.67 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,009.74 
Contribution to Date: $255,165.51 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Proverbs 16:7 
 

“When people draw favor from the 
Lord, even their enemies are at peace 

with them.” 
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Carelines 
 
Leigh Slay, Melody Warbington’s neighbor, 
has Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer and is receiv-
ing chemo treatments. Leigh’s daughter, 
Audrey, and her grandsons (ages 2, 4, and 
6) lost their home in a fire. Audrey’s hands 
were burned trying to get her children out. 
Riley, her four-year-old son, is at Children’s 
Hospital with burns on 70% of his body. He 
is undergoing skin grafts and is doing some-
what better. Please pray for this family. 
 
Edward Curry had his second knee replace-
ment surgery last week. He is recovering at 
his home and is doing well. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is undergoing chemother-
apy; please pray that these treatments will 
be effective. 
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests in May 
for some health issues—please pray for 
good results. 
 
Susan Hawkins, the McKeowns’ friend, has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Hillary Wright, Janie Gaither’s friend and 
fellow teacher, has breast cancer and will 
have radiation and chemo treatments. 
 
Sue Adams, Denia Petruzella’s aunt, is at 
Lakeshore Rehabilitation Center.  
 
Bill and Brenda Rayburn have requested 
prayers for their friends, John and Wilda 
Gardner, whose daughter passed away.  
 
Jan Holt, Giana Kidwell’s friend, had surgery 
last week for recurrent breast cancer.  
 
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ dad, had com-
plications from a previous procedure and is 
now recovering from surgery. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling stage 4 kidney cancer and is recov-
ering from a heart attack.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Sheryl Jack-
son, Hope Handley, Dick Smith, Linda Crow, 
and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Caro-
line McNeill (a family member of the Kid-
well’s), Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), 
Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), Charlie 
Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), Charlie Pflue-
ger (Tom Kidwell’s dad), and Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother). 
 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 
It was the most tragic event in history . . . 
Yet is the most wonderful thing that ever  
happened.  
It was the saddest spectacle mankind ever 
beheld . . . Yet by it comes the greatest 
joy.  
The old rugged cross was Satan’s greatest 
victory . . . Yet by the cross Satan suffered 
his most stunning defeat.  
The cross was the greatest exhibition of 
divine justice . . . Yet is the most wonder-
ful demonstration of divine mercy.  
It was through the cross that God con-
demned sin . . . Yet by it He forgives sin-
ners.  
The cross stands for God’s hatred of  
sin . . . Yet is the greatest proof of His love 
for the sinner.  
The cross was mankind’s darkest hour . . . 
Yet it was the greatest of all lights.  
On that day the sun refused to shine at 
midday . . . But on that day the Son be-
came the light.  
—George Bailey 
 
“God forbid that I should boast except in 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .” 
—Galatians 6:14 

 
 

Lucky Guy 
 
On her golden wedding anniversary, my 
grandmother revealed the secret of her 
happy marriage. “On my wedding day, I 
decided to choose ten of my husband’s 
faults which, for the sake of our marriage, 
I would overlook,” she explained. A guest 
asked her to name some of the faults. “To 
tell the truth,” she replied, “I never did 
get around to listing them. But whenever 
my husband did something that made me 
hopping mad, I would say to myself, Lucky 
for him that’s one of the ten.” 
 

“Love suffers long and is kind.” 
—1 Corinthians 13:4 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

God rested 
(Genesis 2:1-3) 

 
In the beginning God created 
 
 
 
Let them be for _____________ and ____________ 
 
 
 
Hearing the story with recently freed _______________ 
 
 
 
A different way to view __________ and __________ 
 
 
Your ________ isn’t based on your _____________ 
 
 
Your ________ doesn’t depend on your _____________ 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 

• First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our 

community in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also 
be provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the audi-

torium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family 

(worship opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

