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Uncommitted 
It’s a well-known phenomenon that resolutions made on January 1 are mostly forgotten by 
January 31, though some of the strongest among us may not abandon their well-
intentioned, leaf-turning commitments until Spring breaks. 

Raise your hand if you’ve ever signed a twelve-month gym contract in January and kicked 
yourself in March when you notice the gym’s debit on your bank statement. 

Why are we like that? 

It was this aspect of our nature that Jesus was describing when He spoke about stony, shal-
low ground: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, . . . [some] seed fell on rocky ground, 
where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 
And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away . . . And 
these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immedi-
ately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, 
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away” 
(Mark 4:4-5, 16-17). 

Jesus here describes shallow soil, a thin layer of dirt that rested on a slab of rock. The seed 
would take root in the soil, but the plant dried up when the sun got hot. 

Who is pictured here? Is it the would-be exerciser who reconsiders his gym membership 
when his muscles ache and the couch beckons? Is it the wanna-be healthy eater who loses 
her self-control when the hunger pangs gnaw and the potato chips sit so lonely in the pan-
try? 

But we know that Jesus isn’t talking about something as ultimately insignificant as our exer-
cise and eating habits. 

Really, this is the Christian who commits herself to Jesus Christ but fades away when co-
workers don’t understand her newfound faith and who mock her attempts to change. This is 
the believer who welcomes the Lord into his life but abandons him when he leads him 
where he isn’t ready to go. 

In other words, Jesus is talking about a trait that we all have to one degree or another. 

The apostle Peter had a “stony” heart, at least at one point. He exclaimed with great brava-
do that he would never abandon the Lord, then before sunrise he denied him 3 times. 

Who among us hasn’t pulled a Peter-like stunt? 

What’s the answer to this inconsistency? More willpower? 

Peter got a backbone when the Lord truly got him. After resurrection Sunday, after the Holy 
Spirit descended at Pentecost, Peter found the fortitude he had imagined in himself earlier. 
And God used him to do big things. 

This week, pray that God will grab you and give you consistency. That he will rip away the 
stony shelf in your heart that keeps your faith too shallow and too fickle. That he will be glo-
rified as he walks with you even when, especially when, the sun is hot. That he will grow 
your roots deeper than they’ve ever been. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your sal-
vation, and uphold me with a willing spirit (Psalm 51:10-12). —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful 
you’re here. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you’re vis-
iting from. 
 
Don’t forget about our Bible Classes 
for all ages on Sunday morning at 
9:00am. 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. 
 
Tonight at 5:00pm, you can meet in 
homes with your family and friends or 
meet in the auditorium for a Bible 
study. 
 

 Family News and Events 
 
We rejoice with Micah Fantroy on his 
decision to be baptized into Christ. Let’s 
help him in his walk with Christ.  
  
Nikesha Fantroy asked for prayers to 
strengthen her relationship with God. 
 
Ukraine Relief Effort: Our hearts have 
been broken by images coming out of 
Ukraine, and we grieve with those who 
have lost loved ones, as well as those 
who have fled their homes for the safe-
ty of other cities and countries. Bill Ray-
burn shared an opportunity that we 
have to bless our friends and Christian 
siblings in Ukraine. He works with Open 
Door Ministries, and they have close 
connections with churches in Ukraine. If 
you would like to give toward this relief 
effort, please donate to the Hoover 
Church of Christ and earmark it for 
“Ukraine Relief Efforts.” We’ll make 
sure it gets to Open Door Ministries, 
who will reroute it directly to Christians 
in Ukraine who will use it to bless fellow 
believers in that country. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
Ladies, don’t forget about the Tuesday 
Bible Class at 11:00am in the high 
school classroom. If you have any ques-
tions, please see Denia Petruzella, Leah 
Covington, or Jamie Powell. 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles 

Sunday AM and PM   
Greeters, AM: 
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Steve & Vickie Cotney 
Ushers, AM: Jim Petruzella  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Ben Vick  
Singing: AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Mark Lackey  
Opening Prayer: AM: Joel Abbott 
PM: Torrey Clark  
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: AM: Donnie Winningham 
PM: Jerry Culbertson  
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
Closing Prayer: AM: Damian Fantroy 
PM: Jason McKeown  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin 
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Wes Blankenship  
Security: Stephen King 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
March 27-April 3 

 
Sunday, March 27: 1 Samuel 1-3  
Monday, March 28: 1 Samuel 4-8  
Tuesday, March 29: 1 Samuel 9-12  
Wednesday, March 30: 1 Samuel 13-14  
Thursday, March 31: 1 Samuel 15-17  
Friday, April 1: 1 Samuel 18-20  
Saturday, April 2: 1 Samuel 21-24  
Sunday, April 3: 1 Samuel 25-27 
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Youth 
 
Children, Nursery-5th Grade: Hoover will 
have an Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 9, 
from 2:00-3:30pm. Members, please do-
nate bags of candy (only soft candy for 
the younger ones), and place these in the 
boxes that are in the main lobby. Also, let 
your child know that the “Big Bunny” will 
be surprising them! Ashton Henry is the 
coordinator for this event. 
 
The Lads to Leaders Convention is in 
Nashville, TN, on Thursday-Sunday, April 
14-17. 
 
Save the Date for VBS: Vacation Bible 
School at Hoover will be on Thursday-
Saturday, June 16-18. Details will be 
coming soon. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Matt & Jill Graham               March 31 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Emma Kate Warren               March 29 
Leah Covington                March 29 
Kenneth Johnsey               March 29 
Caleb Henry                   March 30 
 

Carelines 
 
Paul Williams III had an appendectomy 
last week, and he is doing well. 
 
Alfonso Johnson has been discharged 
from the hospital and is resting at home. 
 
Doyal Newsom will be having tests 
soon—please pray for good results. 
 
Sarah Washington is at home recovering 
from surgery. 
 
Edward Curry is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery and is doing well. 
He will be having the same surgery on his 
other knee soon. 
 
Charlie Pflueger, Tom Kidwell’s dad, is 
suffering with health issues. 
 
Lisa Cupp, George Cupp’s wife (minister 
at Tyner Church of Christ in Chattanooga, 
TN) has been diagnosed with breast can-
cer. 



Attendance and Offering 
March 20, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 162 
AM Worship: 265 
PM Worship: 240 
Wednesday: 139 
 
Contribution: $13,316.74 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $15,678.35 
Contribution to Date: $188,140.15 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 

Psalm 2:10-11 
 

“Therefore, you kings, be wise; be 
warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve 
the LORD with fear and celebrate his 

rule with trembling.” 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Brenda Warren is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery. She is in a lot of 
pain.  
 
Jean Anderson will be starting chemo-
therapy on Tuesday, April 5. Please pray 
that these treatments will be effective. 
 
Chris Plummer, Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s niece’s husband, donated a kid-
ney to his niece last Thursday. They are 
both doing well. 
 
Stan Worthington, Virgie Banks’ neph-
ew, was released from the hospital last 
week. He is improving but is very weak. 
 
Richard Lawson, Alyssa Long’s dad, is 
battling stage 4 kidney cancer and just 
recently had a heart attack. Please pray 
for his comfort and healing. Also, cards 
of encouragement can be sent to him at 
6406 Maysville Road, New Market, AL 
35751. 
 
Scott Carr, Carol Norris’ friend’s hus-
band, is recovering from bypass sur-
gery.  
  
Janice Renfroe, a resident at the AHEPA 
3 Apartments, had surgery last week. 
Please pray for her recovery. 
 
Caroline McNeill, Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s sister-in-law’s sister, will have 
surgery on Friday, April 1, for cancer. 
She will be in the hospital for an ex-
tended stay.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Jamie Starns, Linda Crow, and 
Gail Powell.  
  
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Patrick 
Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), Charlie 
Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), Maggie 
(Gary Bradley’s granddaughter), Austin 
Wentz (Bill & Brenda Rayburn’s friends’ 
grandson), Corey Burke (Ashton Henry’s 
cousin), and Dean Kendrick (Markie 
Jones’ grandmother). 
 
 

God’s Gifts 
 
God is the greatest giver of all time! 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning” (James 
1:17). “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).   
Apparently, there is little that our God 
would deny us, even though we often de-
ny Him. However, just like any gift, those 
that come from God, though free, must 
be accepted on certain conditions. Here 
are some examples from Scripture:  
• Naaman was given a free gift of heal-

ing from his leprosy. No one would 
dispute the fact that he was healed 
through no merit of his own, yet he 
was only healed after dipping seven 
times in the River Jordan. 

• Noah and his family were saved from 
the destruction of the flood, but it 
was only because Noah did “all that 
God commanded him” (Genesis 6:22). 
Clearly, Noah didn’t earn his deliver-
ance from the flood waters, it was 
God’s gift. Yet, Noah would have per-
ished with the rest of the world if he 
hadn’t obeyed God.  

In these and other instances in the Bible, 
God gave gifts to His children . . . gifts that 
were not “earned,” but free blessings 
from God. However none of those would 
have received the gifts had they not met 
the conditions God set forth. Though 
God’s gift of eternal salvation is free, he 
expects each of us to “work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling”  
(Philippians 2:12). Only by submitting to 
God’s simple will through faith (Romans 
10:17), repentance (Acts 17:30-31), and 
baptism, (1 Peter 3:21), can one expect to 
receive eternal lift through Christ Jesus.  
Will you accept God’s gift? 

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Where spiritual growth begins 
(Colossians 3:1-11) 

 
Recognize the _______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stop _______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take it to Mount __________, not Mount__________ 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sunday Evenings 
 

In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 

• First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our 

community in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also 
be provided) 

• Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the audi-

torium 

• Third Sunday: Learn in a Bible class in the auditorium 

• Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family 

(worship opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  

• Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

