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A laughing God 
It’s heartbreaking and frustrating to see atrocities committed, whether it’s another mass 
shooting or the killing of innocent people in Eastern Europe. 

World headlines so often remind us that evil pervades our world, and we’ve got to be 
careful that we don’t develop a jaded attitude. 

We might even lose confidence in the power and sovereignty of the God we serve. 

Listen to the psalmist: 

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set them-
selves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, 
saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in 
the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his 
wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my 
holy hill” (Psalm 2:1-6). 

Christians took that psalm and applied it to the events surrounding the arrest and cruci-
fixion of Jesus (cf. Acts 4:25-26). Jewish leaders and Roman officials conspired to kill 
God’s Son. 

But look at what God was doing. Laughing. 

That’s not the kind of laugh that a couple of good friends might share over a funny joke. 

Rather, God “holds them in derision.” 

It’s a laugh you don’t want to hear, not when it’s directed at you. 

It’s the laugh of an Almighty God toward feeble human beings who think they can flaunt 
his ways with impunity. 

Toward people for whom life—all life, whether preborn or post-born, whether black, 
white, or brown, whether poor or rich, whether like us or not—is not sacred or precious. 

Toward governments who ignore God’s moral code for the sake of political correctness. 

Toward societal structures that ignore the cries of the poor and marginalized and that 
privilege the rich. 

God laughs. 

He laughs because he knows their resistance is futile. 

He laughs because his justice will be realized. 

Maybe God is looking down now as he sees the feeble resistance that so many people 
offer to his kingdom, and he laughs. 

Not because it pleases him, but because it breaks his heart. 

He laughs because he’s reigning from his throne, and the whole world will soon see it. 

He laughs, so that we can look past the evil around us to a day when his ways will once 
again rule the world. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re glad you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that 
is located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
We have three adult Bible classes on 
Sunday morning. Auditorium: Jerry Cul-
bertson, Apocalypse; Library: Clint Rich-
ey and Wes Blankenship, The Apostles; 
Fellowship Hall (downstairs): Jeff Mel-
ton and Torrey Clark, Millennials and 
Generation Z. 
 
Parents and Youth Group (6th-12th 
Grades): Don’t forget the Devotional, 
Lunch, and Meeting after our morning 
worship service.  
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. Thank you for sup-
porting this ministry. 
 
Sunday worship services will be at the 
AHEPA 3 Apartments today at 3:30pm. 
 
This evening at 5:00pm, you have the 
opportunity to meet in homes with 
your family and friends or meet in the 
auditorium for a Bible study taught by 
Wade Warren. 
 
 

News and Events 
 
Helping load the Tanzania Container: 
We need help loading a container 
bound for Tanzania tomorrow, March 
27, at 10:30am. The container will be at 
Steve Cotney’s office, 6600 Walt Drive, 
Birmingham, AL 35242. Steve’s office is 
by Life Storage Birmingham and is 
across from Jim ‘N Nick’s (off Hwy. 280). 
Please contact Harold Rhodes or Sid 
Aultman with any questions.  
 
Hoover will be having an Easter Egg 
Hunt for our nursery-fifth grades on 
Saturday, April 1, from 10:00-11:30am. 
Please help us by donating Easter can-
dy (no hard candy for the little ones); 
there will be two boxes in the lobby for 
the candy.  
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Carl Logan 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
 
Back Lobby: Darren & Teresa Hicks 
 
Ushers, AM: Jim Petruzella 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Ben Vick 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley 
PM: Darrell Powell  
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Allen Taylor 
PM: Paul Kirby 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: 
AM: Jeff Melton 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Daniel Warren 
PM: Garrett Vick 
 
Audio/Cameras: Clint Richey 
Alternate: Brent Reaves 
 
Video: Caleb Henry 
 
Security: Stephen King 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for March 26-April 2 

 
Sunday, March 26: Joshua 12-15  
Monday, March 27: Joshua 16-18  
Tuesday, March 28: Joshua 19-21  
Wednesday, March 29: Joshua 22-24  
Thursday, March 30: Judges 1-2  
Friday, March 31: Judges 3-5  
Saturday, April 1: Judges 6-7  
Sunday, April 2: Judges 8-9 
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(News and Events cont.) 
 
There will be an Elders meeting on Sun-
day, April 2, at 3:00pm. Our Ministers 
and Elders will also be meeting on Sun-
day, April 2, at 4:00pm. 
 
The Lads to Leaders Convention is in 
Nashville, TN, at the Opryland Hotel, on  
Thursday-Sunday, April 6-9. 
 
On April 14, the Youth Group will go to 
Backwoods Christian Camp for an Area-
Wide Retreat.  
 
Our third-fifth graders will be having a 
Devotional and Dinner in the fellowship 
hall on Wednesday, April 26, at 5:30pm. 
 
The Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class meets 
at 11:00am in the senior high classroom. 
They are studying the Holy Spirit in the 
New Testament. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Denia Petruzella, 
Leah Covington, or Jamie Powell.  
 
Men’s support group: Almost every Sat-
urday morning at 8:00am, a group of 
men meets in the youth room at the 
church building for a time of fellowship 
and encouragement. It’s meant to be a 
time where guys can spend time with 
one another, talk about their lives, and, 
if needed, share struggles or challenges 
that they might be facing. All men are 
welcome. If you have any questions, 
please see Merv Prince. 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Wes & Pam Blankenship            March 26 
Matt & Jill Graham             March 31 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Emma Warren              March 29 
Kenneth Johnsey                         March 29 
Leah Covington              March 29 
Caleb Henry              March 30 
 
 

Carelines 
 
We extend our sympathy to the family 
of Charles Harden. He was a good friend 
of Jason McKeown and his family. 



Attendance and Offering 
March 19, 2023 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Study: 177 
AM Worship: 308 
PM Worship: 233 
Wednesday: 1470 
 
Contribution: $11,357.42 
Weekly Budget: $14,280.00 
Weekly Average: $15,553.53 
Contribution to Date: $186,642.33 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania 
 

• Philippines 
 

• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-
pines 

 
• Tanzania Missions 
  

“And the gospel must first be  
published among all nations.” 

—Mark 13:10 
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Speaking the Truth in Love 
 

“Beloved, while I was making every effort 
to write you about our common salvation, 
I felt the necessity to write to you appeal-
ing that you contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all handed down 
to the saints” (Jude 3).  
I’ve lived my entire life doing my best to 
avoid conflict. I’m a peacemaker, which 
Jesus seemed to like about people. But 
the way I’ve been transcends peacemak-
ing. It’s more pleasant to focus on the 
parts of people and situations that are 
positive. But sometimes, what needs to be 
said is just the thing that will bring a con-
flict to light. Only then can some conflicts 
be resolved.   
In Jude’s letter, his love for them drove 
him to write what they needed to hear. 
Some call this tough love. Some things are 
hard to say, and are definitely hard to 
hear. My big obstacle has always been the 
fear that confrontation would destroy my 
relationships. But not saying the needed 
truth often creates even bigger problems.  
One thing Jude shows us is the im-
portance of having difficult conversations 
when we feel compelled to do so. I won-
der how many times Jude may have start-
ed to write about the joys found in Christ 
only to be interrupted by the Holy Spirit 
with a more needful message—a warning. 
“For certain persons have crept in unno-
ticed . . . ungodly persons who turn the 
grace of our God into licentiousness and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ” (Jude 4).  
Positive encouragement is not always 
what is needed. In his case, it would have 
been LESS loving to overlook the risks of 
following ungodly influences.   
We too must be open to the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. If I really care about my 
family and friends, I will ask God for wis-
dom and expect that He will grant it to 
me. Then I will say even the things that 
are hard to say with love and compassion. 
I will “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 
4:15). 
 
—Darrell 
 
 

Carelines 
 
We extend our condolences to the family 
of Chris Smith, a co-worker of Clint Rich-
ey.   
Daniel Calipjo, a student in the Philip-
pines, will be having surgery for a brain 
tumor. Please pray for a healthy outcome.  
Eddie Mitchell, Wendy Wadley’s uncle, 
has been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer. 
Please pray for his comfort and healing.  
Bobbie Chandler, a former member of 
Hoover, is now under the care of Hospice.  
Melvin and Wanda Crow McLemore, 
Marlon Crow’s sister and brother-in-law, 
have been sick with Covid, and Melvin is 
in the hospital with pneumonia as well. 
Please pray for their health.  
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ son, 
is undergoing chemo treatments at MD 
Anderson. Please pray for his comfort and 
healing and also pray for his family as they 
endure this pain with him. Cards of en-
couragement can be sent to him at 114 
South Knights Crossing Drive, The Wood-
lands, TX 77382.  
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ dad, is on a 
new medication and will meet with his 
doctors at MD Anderson in a couple of 
months to check his progress. Please pray 
that this new treatment will be effective. 
Cards of encouragement can be mailed to 
him at 1928 Grier Road, Wetumpka, AL 
36092.  
Sharon Houghton, Jennifer Lackey’s mom, 
is undergoing treatments for cancer. 
Please pray for effective results.  
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Dennis & Nancy Williams, and Joyce 
Baker.   
Remember our church family: Leah Cov-
ington, Helen Reinhardt, Jeanne Ander-
son, Dick Smith, Edward Curry, and Gail 
Powell.   
Remember our families and friends: Amy 
Russo (Karen Bowers’ family friend), Joy 
Jones (Jennifer Dalton’s mom), Amanda 
Farrell (former member of Hoover), Eddie 
Williams (Leah Covington’s stepdad), Fred 
O’Barr (Mike Clelland’s uncle), Denise Hil-
lis (Melody Warbington’s sister), Doug 
Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Jo Clelland 
(Mike Clelland’s aunt), and Richard Law-
son (Alyssa Long’s dad).  
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Place  

Postage  

How long? 
(Habakkuk 1:1-17) 

 
Why do you make me see ________________? 
 
 
 
 
O Lord, how long shall I ________, and you will not hear? 
 
 
 
 
God: You won’t believe it if ______________________. 
 
 
 
 
Incredible implications for us 

GriefShare Ministry 
 
GriefShare Ministry: So many people in our congre-
gation (and beyond) have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to 
offer GriefShare Ministry. This ministry is organized 
around a thirteen-week small-group program where 
participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos 
featuring professional grief counselors and also peo-
ple who are grieving. These presentations are cou-
pled with discussions that are designed to internalize 
what participants learn in the videos. If you think this 
ministry might help you process your loss, please 
reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle Wadley, or Chuck 
Webster for more information, or you can vis-
it https://www.griefshare.org/.  

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

