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February 12, 2023 

 

Not your job 
Really . . . it’s not your job. 

There’s a time to emphasize personal responsibility—lots of folks pass the buck too 
often—but this isn’t that time. There’s a place to encourage people to own up and man up, 
but this isn’t that place. 

When it comes to saving souls, it’s not our job; never has been and never will be. Reflect 
on this short illustration Jesus gave us: 

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He 
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The 
earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come” (Mark 
4:26-29). 

It’s a really simple story: a man scatters seed on the ground, and after some unspecified 
period of time the plant begins to grow and produce fruit. The man doesn’t understand 
how it happens. 

I think Jesus told us this story to encourage us when we share the gospel with the people 
around us. And here’s his point: the power is in the seed. 

Did you notice how unimportant the sower is in this story? All he does is scatter the seed. 
His involvement in the growth of the fruit is minimal; he doesn’t even understand what’s 
going on. Real work is done when God works through his word (the seed) to produce fruit. 
And you and I can’t make that happen. 

Maybe you need this encouragement today. Maybe you’ve tried a couple of times to share 
Jesus Christ with a friend, and you haven’t seen any fruit yet. The reception has been luke-
warm, or at least it seemed that way. 

The parable says a couple of things to you. It tells you that you really don’t know what the 
word is doing in your friend’s heart. It might be lying dormant for now, only later to lead to 
saving faith. 

It tells you not to be discouraged when you’ve sown the seed. You never know when he’ll 
use the seed to cause spiritual growth. 

It tells you to keep planting. Just “scatter seed on the ground” . . . speak a word for Christ 
whenever you can. Live your faith, encourage people, model Christ. 

It’s really not your job to convert people. It’s your job to scatter the seed. If the soil is good, 
God will make it grow. 

In your devotional time this week, ask God to help you do that. Ask him to give you an op-
portunity to share Christ with someone you know. Ask him to use you as a vessel through 
which he brings someone to faith in Jesus. 

And then watch God open the door.   —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re glad you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that 
is located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
We have three adult Bible classes on 
Sunday morning. Auditorium: Jerry Cul-
bertson, Apocalypse; Library: Clint Rich-
ey and Wes Blankenship, The Apostles; 
Fellowship Hall (downstairs): Jeff Mel-
ton and Torrey Clark, Millennials and 
Generation Z. 
 
Sunday worship services will be at the 
AHEPA 3 Apartments today at 3:30pm. 
 
The Elders will be presenting the 2023 
Budget this evening at 5:00pm. Please 
plan to attend. 
 
Our Wednesday night class at 7:00pm 
is taught by Chuck Webster, and the 
title is: “The Unsearchable Riches of 
Christ: A Study of Ephesians.” 
 

News and Events 
 

Please welcome Chris, Amanda, and 
Olivia Morgan to our church family; we 

are blessed to have them. Their address 
is 152 Waterstone Way, Montevallo 
35115. 

Our Hoover’s Church Retreat at Chil-
dren’s Harbor is this coming weekend,  
February 17-19 (Friday-Sunday), and 
our theme is “Family of God.” We are 
looking forward to reflecting on God’s 
Word as we grow closer together. 
Please sign up on this link so we can 
order you a T-shirt: https://
hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-
retreat/. Contact Rick Williams with 
any questions. 
 
Helping load the Tanzania container: 
Because of scheduling conflicts with the 
shipping company, the date we will 
load the container for Tanzania has 
been moved to Saturday, March 4. If 
you can help or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Sid Aultman. 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 
Elder to Contact in February for Needs: 
Johnny Johnson 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
 
Back Lobby: Jim & Denia Petruzella 
 
Ushers, AM: Mike Clelland & Jonathan 
Weimer 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Jonathan Beard 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley  
PM: Matthew Cicero 
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Stephen King 
PM: Allen Taylor 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: 
AM: Merv Prince 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Darren Hicks 
PM: Eli Powell 
 
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Clint Richey 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Daniel Warren 
Alternate: Steven Gaither 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for February 12-19 

 
Sunday, February 12: Exodus 39-40  
Monday, February 13: Leviticus 1-4  
Tuesday, February 14: Leviticus 5-7  
Wednesday, February 15: Leviticus  
8-10  
Thursday, February 16: Leviticus 11-13  
Friday, February 17: Leviticus 14-15  
Saturday, February 18: Leviticus 16-18  
Sunday, February 19: Leviticus 19-21 
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(News and Events cont.) 
 
The Young Professionals are having a 
Spring Retreat at the lake in Wedowee, 
AL, on March 10-12 (Friday-Sunday). The 
cost is $30 per person, and this includes 
lodging (Airbnb) for two nights and a T-
shirt. 
 
The Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class meets 
weekly at 11:00am in the Senior High 
Classroom. They are studying the Holy 
Spirit in the New Testament. If you have 
any questions, please contact Denia 
Petruzella, Leah Covington, or Jamie 
Powell. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Paul & Anita Williams           February 15 
 

Happy Birthday 
  

Beth Burleson            February 12 
Jason McKeown            February 12 
Marlon Crow            February 12 
Donna Rhodes            February 14 
Jean Prince             February 16 
Steve Hamm            February 17 
Brandon Kelly            February 17 
Paul Merryman            February 18 
 

Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Dennis & Nancy Williams, and Joyce 
Baker.  
 
Remember our church family: Helen 
Reinhardt, Joyce Baker, Bob Arnold, Dar-
rell Smith, Jeanne Anderson, Dick Smith, 
Edward Curry, and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Fred O’Barr (Mike Clelland’s uncle), Den-
ise Hillis (Melody Warbington’s sister), 
Davina Clifton (Mike Clelland’s cousin’s 
wife), Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), 
Rebecca Wheat (Suzanne Clelland’s 
daughter’s friend), Jo Clelland (Mike Clel-
land’s aunt), Betsy Groh (Karen Kirby’s 
sister-in-law), Larry Banks (Virgie Banks’ 
brother-in-law), Jane Spivey (Rex Ander-
son’s sister), and Richard Lawson (Alyssa 
Long’s dad).  
 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/


Attendance and Offering 
February 5, 2023 

 
Attendance: 152 
AM Worship: 224 
PM Worship: 110 
Wednesday: 133 
 
Contribution: $20,227.44 
Weekly Budget: $0.00 
Weekly Average: $17,561.09 
Contribution to Date: $105,366.51 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 

• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-
pines 

 
• Tanzania Missions 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ 
son, has been diagnosed with Stage 4 
colon cancer that has spread to his liver. 
He is being treated at MD Anderson and 
will undergo a new treatment plan. 
Please pray for his comfort and healing 
and also pray for his family as they en-
dure this pain with him. 
 

Jamie Starns had reconstructive foot 
surgery yesterday. She is recovering at 
home and is non-weightbearing for 6-8 
weeks. Please pray that this procedure 
will solve her foot issues.  
 
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ dad, had 
scans for cancer, and the scans show his 
cancer has grown significantly and 
spread to multiple organs. He has been 
on several forms of chemo previously  
that have not been effective, but there 
is a new treatment he will soon be giv-
en. Please pray this treatment helps, 
and the Lord gives him relief from the 
pain.  
 
Amanda Farrell, a former member of 
Hoover, has been in the hospital and is 
very ill. She is now at home—please 
pray for her health. 
 
Joy Jones, Jennifer Dalton’s mom, is 
going through chemotherapy. Please 
pray that these treatments will be effec-
tive. 
 
Sharon Houghton, Jennifer Lackey’s 
mom, is undergoing treatments for can-
cer. Please pray for her comfort and 
healing.  
 
Eddie Williams, Leah Covington’s step-
dad, has both lung and skin cancer, and 
his recent scan showed that the cancer 
is localized to his lungs. Please pray for 
an effective treatment plan. 
 
Marlon Crow is recovering at home 
after having back surgery last week. 
Please continue to pray for his recovery 
to be successful.  
 
Amy Russo, a friend of Karen Bowers’ 
family, had a stroke and will soon have 
surgery to help with a clot. Amy is 24 
years old.    

Tearing Down 
 

Recently in our teen class, we passed a 
paper outline of a person around the 
room. As the “person” was passed 
around, each student said something 
discouraging to it, and then tore a piece 
of it off. This continued until the outline 
was a broken and battered shell of its 
former self.   
This is not vastly different from the 
effects discouraging words can have on 
real people. When someone hears de-
rogatory words that are spoken without 
love, it can feel like a part of them is be-
ing torn away. Their self-worth can be 
lowered, causing them to be more reck-
less in decision making. Some have even 
become so dejected because of constant 
verbal abuse and bullying that they have 
ended their own life.  
But Paul wrote, in his letter to the church 
at Ephesus, “Let no corrupting talk come 
out of your mouths, but only such as is 
good for building up, as fits the occasion, 
that it may give grace to those who 
hear” (Ephesians 4:29). When our talk is 
corrupt, we have seen its negative im-
pact in our own lives and the lives of oth-
ers. But when our words are used for 
building up and giving grace, lives can be 
changed for the better.  
Our teen activity ended when we had 
passed the paper cut-out around again, 
but this time, each student said encour-
aging words and taped the piece they 
had torn back on the outline. We dis-
cussed how much more difficult it is to 
repair damage than it is to do the harm 
in the first place. But “A word fitly spo-
ken is like apples of gold in settings of 
silver” (Proverbs 25:11).  
Have you torn someone down with your 
words and need to do some repair work 
yourself? Even if it’s difficult, the healing 
cannot begin until you begin encouraging 
instead of discouraging.  

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

 GriefShare Ministry 
 
GriefShare Ministry: So many people in our congre-
gation (and beyond) have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to 
offer GriefShare Ministry. This ministry is organized 
around a thirteen-week small-group program where 
participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos 
featuring professional grief counselors and also peo-
ple who are grieving. These presentations are cou-
pled with discussions that are designed to internalize 
what participants learn in the videos. If you think this 
ministry might help you process your loss, please 
reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle Wadley, or Chuck 
Webster for more information, or you can vis-
it https://www.griefshare.org/.  

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

