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February 5, 2023 

 

What Jesus looked like 
What image do you see when you think of Jesus? 

Fair skin, long brownish hair, beard and mustache, sort of an effeminate-looking face? 

For whatever reason—I think because of a picture that was in the center of my Dad’s Bible 
when I was young—that’s what I think of. 

Apart from the racial problems (he didn’t have fair skin), he’s also never smiling in my im-
agination, and I have to try hard to think of his face marked by laughter. 

It’s not that I think of him as angry, because I can’t visualize that very well either. In fact, 
he hardly ever shows any emotion at all. He’s solemn, stoic. 

I doubt my imagination is very accurate. Here are a few thoughts. 

He was tougher than those pictures suggest. As a carpenter, he worked with his hands, 
probably with stones and chisels and hammers. If you had examined the Lord’s hands you 
would’ve found callouses, and his shoulders would be hardened by months of swinging a 
hammer and picking up stones. 

He probably laughed more than we think. He performed his first miracle at a wedding, a 
place of laughing and rejoicing. Children—usually frightened by stern unsmiling men—
were drawn to him. I doubt Jesus held those babies without smiling at them. 

He got hot under the collar. I doubt Jesus stoically faced the corruption of his world. He 
wasn’t a kind of passive, let-things-slide kind of teacher that’s reflected in many paintings. 
He ran the moneychangers out of the temple courtyard, and he excoriated the “scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites” in Matthew 23. 

He was someone who faced all the temptations that we face. He had normal human emo-
tions. He probably got tickled sometimes, and at other times he had to fight to keep his 
temper under control. 

Sometimes I fear we’ve been so afraid of neglecting his divinity that we’ve forgotten his 
humanity. 

He got upset, tired, mad, confused, and frustrated. 

He laughed, scowled, and cried. 

He was a person like us. 

That’s why—when he faced all of life’s temptations without sinning—he was qualified to 
take humanity’s place on the cross. 

Because he was a human being, he could take your place, my place. 

And he saved us. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14).  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re glad you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that 
is located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
We have three adult Bible classes on 
Sunday morning. Auditorium: Jerry Cul-
bertson, Apocalypse; Library: Clint Rich-
ey and Wes Blankenship, The Apostles; 
Fellowship Hall (downstairs): Jeff Mel-
ton and Torrey Clark, Millennials and 
Generation Z. 
 
A Tanzania meeting will take place in 
the library after the morning services 
for anyone interested in going to Tanza-
nia this summer on a mission trip.  
 
Sunday worship services will be at the 
AHEPA 3 Apartments today at 3:30pm. 
 
Our Wednesday night class at 7:00pm 
is taught by Chuck Webster, and the 
title is: “The Unsearchable Riches of 
Christ: A Study of Ephesians.” 
 

News and Events 
 

The Young at Heart will meet for their 
monthly fellowship on Friday, February 
10, at 5:30pm. Bring your favorite dish-
es and drinks to share for the potluck. 
Since this is the month for Valentine’s 
Day, as well as learning about the Heart 
Association, wear RED if you can. Jerry 
and Kathy Culbertson are hosting this 
event.  
 
The Elders will be presenting the 2023 
Budget at 5:00pm on Sunday, February 
12. Please plan to attend. 
 
Hoover’s upcoming Church Retreat at 
Children’s Harbor is on February 17-19 
(Friday-Sunday), and our theme is 
“Family of God.” We are looking for-
ward to reflecting on God’s Word as we 
grow closer together. Please sign up on 
this link so we can order you a T-shirt: 
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-
family-retreat/. Contact Rick Williams 
with any questions. 
 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
 
Elder to Contact in February for Needs: 
Johnny Johnson 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
 
Back Lobby: Jim & Denia Petruzella 
 
Ushers, AM: Mike Clelland & Jonathan 
Weimer 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Walden Schlundt 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley  
PM: Drew Spivey 
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Grant Dalton 
PM: Wade Warren 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: 
AM: Jason McKeown 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Matt Trousdale 
PM: Campbell Vick 
 
Audio/Cameras: David Naylor 
Alternate: Clint Richey 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Daniel Warren 
Alternate: Steven Gaither 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for February 5-12 

 
Sunday, February 5: Exodus 19-21 
Monday, February 6: Exodus 22-24 
Tuesday, February 7: Exodus 25-27 
Wednesday, February 8: Exodus 28-29 
Thursday, February 9: Exodus 30-32 
Friday, February 10: Exodus 33-35 
Saturday, February 11: Exodus 36-38 
Sunday, February 12: Exodus 39-40 
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(News and Events Cont.) 
 
Helping load the Tanzania container: 
Because of scheduling conflicts with the 
shipping company, the date we will load 
the container for Tanzania has been 
moved to Saturday, March 4. If you can 
help or if you have any questions, please 
contact Sid Aultman. 
 
The Young Professionals are having a 
Spring Retreat at the lake in Wedowee, 
AL, on March 10-12 (Friday-Sunday). The 
cost is $30 per person, and this includes 
lodging (Airbnb) for two nights and a T-
shirt. 
 

 Happy Birthday 
  
Ethan Bowers              February 5 
Ben Kesler               February 5 
Claire Lyles               February 7 
Joan Arnold               February 8 
Dena Percer              February 8 
Gale Jett               February 8 
Ava Lyles               February 8 
Lee Bowman            February 10 
 

Carelines 
 
We extend our sympathy to Bill Rayburn 
and his family on the death of his cousin, 
Peggy Atkinson. 
 
Jamie Starns is having reconstructive 
foot surgery this coming Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7. Please pray that the surgery will go 
well and will solve her foot issues.  
 
Marlon Crow had back surgery last week 
at Grandview Medical Center, and the 
procedure went well. Please pray for a 
complete recovery.  
 
Chris Hethcox, Markie Jones’ dad, has a 
cancer checkup this Friday for scans to 
see the progress of his tumors. Please 
pray for good results. 

Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mom, 
received good news that the cells are not 
cancerous; she will go back for periodic 
scans. 
 
Phillip Perry, a friend of Bill Rayburn, has 
passed away after battling Covid.  
 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/


Attendance and Offering 
January 29, 2023 

 
Attendance: 173 
AM Worship: 279 
PM Worship: 115 
Wednesday: 147 
 
Contribution: $14,650.41 
Weekly Budget: $0.00 
Weekly Average: $17,027.81 
Contribution to Date: $85,139.07 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 

• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-
pines 

 
• Tanzania Missions 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Sharon Houghton, Jennifer Lackey’s 
mom, is undergoing treatments for can-
cer. Please pray that these treatments 
are effective.  
 
Joy Jones, Jennifer Dalton’s mom, is  
going through chemotherapy. Please 
pray for her comfort and healing with 
this therapy. 
 
Amy Russo, a friend of Karen Bowers’ 
family, had a stroke recently and will 
soon have surgery to help with a clot. 
Amy is 24 years old.  
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ 
son, has been diagnosed with colon 
cancer that has spread to his liver. 
Please pray for his healing. 
 
Eddie Williams, Leah Covington’s step-
dad, has both lung and skin cancer. His 
recent scan showed that the cancer is 
localized to his lungs. Please pray for an 
effective treatment plan.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Dennis & Nancy Williams, and Joyce 
Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Helen 
Reinhardt, Joyce Baker, Connie Morri-
son, Bob Arnold, Darrell Smith, Jeanne 
Anderson, Dick Smith, Edward Curry, 
and Gail Powell. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Fred O’Barr (Mike Clelland’s uncle), 
Denise Hillis (Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter), Davina Clifton (Mike Clelland’s 
cousin’s wife), Doug Abbott (Joel Ab-
bott’s dad), Rebecca Wheat (Suzanne 
Clelland’s daughter’s friend), Jo Clelland 
(Mike Clelland’s aunt), Betsy Groh 
(Karen Kirby’s sister-in-law), Larry Banks 
(Virgie Banks’ brother-in-law), Joy Jones 
(Jennifer Dalton’s mom), Jane Spivey 
(Rex Anderson’s sister), and Richard 
Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad).  
 

John 14:27 
 
“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give 
you. I give to you not as the world gives. 

Don’t be troubled or afraid.” 
 

Insight 
 
Beloved Christian! Is it not a wonderful 
calling, blessed beyond all conception like 
Christ to live only to glorify God, to let 
God’s glory shine out in every part of our 
life? Let us take time to take in the won-
drous thought: our daily life, down to its 
most ordinary acts, may be transparent 
with the glory of God. Oh! Let us study this 
trait as one that makes the wondrous im-
age of our Jesus especially attractive to us: 
He glorified the Father.  
If we want to know the way, let us again 
study Jesus. He obeyed the Father. Let sim-
ple downright obedience mark our whole 
life. Let an humble, childlike waiting for 
direction, a soldier-like looking for orders, 
a Christlike dependence on the Father’s 
showing us His way, be our daily attitude. 
Let everything be done to the Lord. Ac-
cording to His will, for His glory, in direct 
relationship to Himself. Let God’s glory 
shine out in the holiness of our life.  
He confessed the Father: He did not hesi-
tate to speak often of His personal rela-
tionship and intercourse, just as a little 
child would do of an earthly parent. It is 
not enough that we live right before men: 
how can they understand, if there be no 
interpreter? They need, not as a matter of 
preaching, but as a personal testimony, to 
hear that what we are and do is because 
we love the Father, and are living for Him. 
The witness of the life and the words must 
go together.  
And He gave Himself to the Father’s work. 
SO He glorified Him. He showed sinners 
that God has a right to have us wholly and 
only for Himself, that God’s glory alone is 
worth living and dying for, and that as we 
give ourselves to this, God will most won-
derfully use and bless us in leading others 
to see and confess His glory too. It was 
that men might glorify the Father in heav-
en, might find their blessedness also in 
knowing and serving this glorious God, that 
Jesus lived, and that we must live too. Oh! 
Let us give ourselves to God for men; let us 
plead, and work, and live, and die, that 
men, our fellow men, may see that God is 
glorious in holiness, that the whole earth 
may be filled with His glory.   
—Andrew Murray, Like Christ, pp. 206-208 
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Place  

Postage  

Lead us . . . 
(Matthew 6:13) 

 
“And lead us not into temptation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“But deliver us from evil” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflections: 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 
GriefShare Ministry: So many people in our congre-
gation (and beyond) have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to 
offer GriefShare Ministry. This ministry is organized 
around a thirteen-week small-group program where 
participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos 
featuring professional grief counselors and also peo-
ple who are grieving. These presentations are cou-
pled with discussions that are designed to internalize 
what participants learn in the videos. If you think this 
ministry might help you process your loss, please 
reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle Wadley, or Chuck 
Webster for more information, or you can vis-
it https://www.griefshare.org/.  

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

