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Defiance 

It’s a terrifying image. 

From our perspective they look invincible and unassailable, but God takes his 
hand and just sweeps them away as if they weren’t even there. 

The one who stands against God will not stand. 

Here’s one last thought from Psalm 1 . . . focus on the last three verses as you 
read it again: 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the 
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In 
all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the 
wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish (Psalm 1:1-6). 

The world is full of them, and you probably work with or live near or go to school 
with some of them. They’ve got nothing but disdain for things of God. They mock 
him and people who follow him. They rail against him on their talk shows and 
make fun of him in their sitcoms. They laugh at people who—gasp!—still take him 
and his will seriously. 

I’m thinking particularly of a couple of books that have been published in the last 
several years by authors who obnoxiously oppose belief in God. They’re arrogant, 
defiant, condescending. 

Let’s not mince words here: If they persist in their rebellion God will sweep them 
away. I don’t write that with pride or pleasure, but that’s what God says. 

Ultimately, it makes no sense to resist God. For a while here it may bring some 
kind of faux independence. 

But in the end, they’ll perish. 

How does this relate to you, a believer? 

Never be intimidated by the patronizing tone of the skeptic. Pray for him, show 
her the love of Christ, treat him kindly . . . maybe they’ll come to faith. 

But regardless, this will always be true: The Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re glad you’re here. 
Please fill out a visitor’s card that is located 
in the pew. We would like to know where 
you’re visiting from. 
 
We have three adult Bible classes on Sun-
day morning. Auditorium: Jerry Culbertson, 
Apocalypse; Library: Clint Richey and Wes 
Blankenship, The Apostles; Fellowship Hall 
(downstairs): Jeff Melton and Torrey Clark, 
Millennials and Generation Z. 
 
The Food Pantry is open today from 3:00-
4:30pm. Volunteers are not needed at this 
time; thank you Hoover family for sup-
porting this ministry.  
 
Sunday worship services will be at the 
AHEPA 3 Apartments today at 3:30pm. 
 
Our Wednesday night class at 7:00pm is 
taught by Chuck Webster, and the title is: 
“The Unsearchable Riches of Christ: A 
Study of Ephesians.” 

 
 

News and Events 
 

Please welcome Jonathan, Kathleen, and 
Walter Beard to our church family. They 
placed membership with us on Sunday, 
January 15; we are blessed to have them! 
Their address is 1105 Eagle Nest Circle, Bir-
mingham 35242.  
 
A Tanzania meeting will take place in the 
library after the morning services on Sun-
day, February 5, for anyone interested in 
going to Tanzania this summer on a mission 
trip.  
 
On Saturday, February 4, we will need help 
loading a container that’s being shipped to 
Tanzania. The container will have Bible 
school supplies, clothes, and drip irrigation 
kits donated by Healing Hands Internation-
al. Everything has already been packed for 
shipping, but we will need many hands to 
help load. Please let Sid Aultman know if 
you have a few hours of your time to help.  
 
The Young at Heart will meet for their 
monthly fellowship on Friday, February 10, 
at 5:30pm. Bring your favorite dishes and 
drinks to share for the potluck. Since this is 
the month for Valentine’s Day, as well as 
learning about the Heart Association, wear 
RED if you can. Jerry and Kathy Culbertson 
are hosting this event.  

Worship Assignments 
 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
 
Back Lobby: Joann McDonald & Jean 
Troughton 
 
Ushers, AM: Jason McKeown & Jeff Church 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Phillip Searcy 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley  
PM: Congregational Singing 
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Torrey Clark  
PM: Mike Clelland 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: 
AM: Joel Abbott 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Wes Blankenship 
PM: Campbell Vick 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
Alternate: David Naylor 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 

 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for January 29-February 5 

 
Sunday, January 29: Genesis 48-50  
Monday, January 30: Exodus 1-3  
Tuesday, January 31: Exodus 4-6 
 
Wednesday, February 1: Exodus 7-9 
 
Thursday, February 2: Exodus 10-12 
 
Friday, February 3: Exodus 13-15 
 
Saturday, February 4: Exodus 16-18 
 
Sunday, February 5: Exodus 19-21 
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(News and Events Cont.) 
 
The Elders will be presenting the 2023 Budg-
et at 5:00pm on Sunday, February 12. Please 
plan to attend. 
 
Hoover’s upcoming Church Retreat at Chil-
dren’s Harbor is on February 17-19 (Friday-
Sunday), and our theme is “Family of 
God.” We are looking forward to reflecting 
on God’s Word as we grow closer together. 
Please sign up on this link so we can order 
you a T-shirt: https://
hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-
retreat/. Contact Rick Williams with any 
questions. 
 
The Young Professionals are having a Spring 
Retreat at the lake in Wedowee, AL, on 
March 10-12 (Friday-Sunday). The cost is $30 
per person, and this includes lodging (Airbnb) 

for two nights and a T-shirt. 
 
 

 Happy Birthday 
  
Melony Webster                                 January 31 
Joy Brooks                 January 31 
Adam Lyles                 January 31 
Karen Bowers                 February 1 
Patty Bowman                 February 1 
Kyle Bedgood                 February 3 
Tabitha Lackey                 February 4 
Cindy Hartman                 February 4 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 
 
“As a result of all this, my loved brothers and 
sisters, you must stand firm, unshakable, ex-
celling in the work of the Lord as always, be-
cause you know that your labor isn’t going to 
be for nothing in the Lord.” 
 

The Good News 
 
Hold true to God’s desires for how His people 
should act. Follow His words and teachings 
and know that you will be rewarded by Him 
in the end. 
 
—Martha Sorren and Elizabeth Berry,  
Woman’s Day 
 
 

Psalm 119:9 
 
“How can a young person stay on the path of 
purity? By living according to Your Word.”  
 
 
 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/


Attendance and Offering 
January 22, 2023 

 
Attendance: 177 
AM Worship: 275 
PM Worship: Bible Study at Home 
Wednesday: 150 
 
Contribution: $13,789.69 
Weekly Budget: $0.00 
Weekly Average: $17,622.17 
Contribution to Date: $70,488.66 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        

• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 

• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 

• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Missions, 
South Africa  

 

• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      

• Clothing Closet 
 

• Food Pantry  
 

• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania    
 

• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 

• Tanzania 
 

• Philippines 
 

• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philippines 
 

• Tanzania Missions 
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Carelines 
 
We extend our sympathy to Betsey Wil-
liams and her family on the passing of her 
mother, Brenda Lipscomb. Mrs. Lipscomb 
passed away on Thursday. 
 
We extend our condolences to Heather 
Spivey and her family on the death of her 
grandfather, Wayne Wright. Mr. Wright’s 
funeral was on Thursday. 
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ son, 
has been diagnosed with colon cancer that 
has spread to his liver. Bob and Joy are in 
Houston with him. 
 
Marlon Crow is scheduled to have back 
surgery on Friday, February 2. Please pray 
for a successful procedure and recovery. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mom, had 
a PET scan, and the spot in her lung has not 
spread. She had a biopsy last week to find 
out more and to decide on a treatment 
plan.  
  
Sharon Houghton, Jennifer Lackey’s mom, 
is undergoing treatments for cancer. Please 
pray for effective results. 
 
Phillip Perry, a friend of Bill Rayburn’s, is at 
Grandview Medical Center with Covid. 
 
Peggy Atkinson, Bill Rayburn’s cousin, has 
been placed under hospice care.  
 
Amanda Farrell, a former member of Hoo-
ver for many years, is struggling with sever-
al medical issues. Please pray for her heal-
ing and comfort. 
 
Fred O’Barr, Mike Clelland’s uncle, has been 
diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Dennis & Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
  
Remember our church family: Helen Rein-
hardt, Joyce Baker, Connie Morrison, Bob 
Arnold, Darrell Smith, Jeanne Anderson, 
Dick Smith, Edward Curry, and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Denise 
Hillis (Melody Warbington’s sister), Davina 
Clifton (Mike Clelland’s cousin’s wife), Doug 
Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Rebecca Wheat 
(Suzanne Clelland’s daughter’s friend), Jo 
Clelland (Mike Clelland’s aunt), Betsy Groh 
(Karen Kirby’s sister-in-law), Larry Banks 
(Virgie Banks’ brother-in-law), Joy Jones 
(Jennifer Dalton’s mom), Jane Spivey (Rex 
Anderson’s sister), and Richard Lawson 
(Alyssa Long’s dad).  
 

Come Soon, Lord Jesus 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance that is im-
perishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3-4). Eternal life is 
an inheritance left for us by our heavenly 
Father. Unlike a physical inheritance, it can-
not be tarnished, damaged, or destroyed. 
Eternal life is like a mansion with many 
rooms (John 14:1-3). It is so comforting and 
humbling to imagine Jesus going to this illus-
trious mansion and reserving a room in my 
name . . . preparing it just for me. 
 
We have a glorious hope and can rest as-
sured that we will rise to be with Christ if we 
are faithful to Him (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
Eternal life will be wonderful in part because 
of those who will share it with us. Friends, 
family members, and faithful Christians 
throughout time will be waiting for us there. 
So, now we can hope that though we can’t 
bring our loved ones back here, we can go to 
them if we don’t lose hope. As an added bo-
nus, we will “always be with the Lord.” What 
greater reward could there be? 
 
“And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the 
nations walk, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their glory into it, and its gates will nev-
er be shut by day—and there will be no night 
there. They will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations. But nothing unclean 
will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what 
is detestable or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life”  
(Revelation 21:23-27). Heaven is lit brightly 
by God’s unending light. There we will have 
no need for night, for we will never be tired. 
There will be no need to close the gate, for 
no dangers will await us. Do you love the 
thought of Jesus returning to judge us and 
take the faithful home to heaven? Could you 
sincerely pray for the Lord to return today?  

—Darrell Powell 
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Place  

Postage  

Forgive Us 
(Matthew 6:12, 14-15) 

 
 
Our most desperate _____________________ 
 
 
 
A most difficult ____________________ 
 
 
 
Some reflections to consider: 
     
    ____________________________________________ 
 
 
     ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
    ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 
GriefShare Ministry: So many people in our congre-
gation (and beyond) have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to 
offer GriefShare Ministry. This ministry is organized 
around a thirteen-week small-group program where 
participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos 
featuring professional grief counselors and also peo-
ple who are grieving. These presentations are cou-
pled with discussions that are designed to internalize 
what participants learn in the videos. If you think this 
ministry might help you process your loss, please 
reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle Wadley, or Chuck 
Webster for more information, or you can vis-
it https://www.griefshare.org/.  

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

