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 Self-made 
She’s a self-made millionaire. He’s a self-made man. Self-made? 

It starts early in many of us. When our daughter was a toddler, she shied away from 
accepting our help with almost anything she was trying to do. 

“I do it self!” she would say (quite emphatically). 

Tempting, isn’t it? We’re much too socially conscious to say it out loud, but we’ve been 
tempted to think the same thing, with only a slight modification. 

Maybe it’s success on the job, or a sizeable nest egg, or kids or grandkids we’re proud 
of. 

“I did it (my)self!” 

It’s part of the American dream, the pull-yourself-up-by-your-own-bootstraps mentality. 
With hard work and a little luck you can accomplish anything you want. 

I suppose there’s a fine line between being pleased with the outcome of your efforts 
and proudly patting yourself on the back. 

But I know this is true: we need to avoid the self-congratulations energetically. 

Just before the people of Israel took possession of the land of Canaan, God warned 
them: 

Beware lest you say in your heart, “My power and the might of my hand have gotten me 
this wealth.” You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to 
get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this 
day (Deuteronomy 8:17-18). 

God knew they would start looking at their success and forget where it came from. 

Come to think of it, we are quite an accomplished army. It’s no wonder we’ve done 
well—we’re smart, talented, and resourceful. 

“I do it self!”, in other words. 

God’s warning to them applies just as directly to us. Look around you—from what 
you’ve got to what you’ve done to who you are. All the good comes from God. 

We need this reminder often, because a lot of folks—well-meaning, no doubt—will oc-
casionally try to convince us that we’ve accomplished incredible things, we’re unbeliev-
ably talented, we’re smart, successful, gifted. 

Don’t fall into that trap. 

Our power and our might didn’t get us where we are . . . God did it, and he deserves our 
gratitude. 

To him be the glory for all he’s done. 

—Chuck 



Today 
                       
Visitors, welcome to our worship service 
this morning—we’re glad you’re here. 
Please fill out a visitor’s card that is located 
in the pew. We would like to know where 
you’re visiting from. 
 
Our Adult Bible Classes: Auditorium: Wade 
Warren, New Testament-Related History; 
Library: Mark Lackey, Seven “I Am” State-
ments of John’s Gospel. 
 
This Sunday evening at 5:00pm, we will 
have a singing service. We’re going to learn 
some new songs and sing some familiar 
ones. 

 
 

News and Events 
 
Bill Rayburn is teaching our Wednesday 
night class in the auditorium.  
 
The Ladies Bible Class meets weekly in the 
teen classroom on Tuesdays at 1:30pm. 
They no longer offer class via Zoom—it’s in-
person only.  
 
Hoover Church of Christ Evangelism Strate-
gy, Volunteers Needed: All classes/training 
will be held in classroom #11 each Sunday 
at 9:00 am and on conference call the first 
Thursday of each month. Evangelism: Our 
local church evangelism strategy will be a 
comprehensive, intentional, and ongoing 
effort to spread the gospel within Jefferson, 
Shelby, Walker, and St. Clair counties. It will 
be grounded in prayer, seeking God’s guid-
ance and wisdom in reaching out to others. 
Following are the places we need volun-
teers, and you must use the Lightpost app 
to sign up as a volunteer. One-On-One Bi-
ble Study/Group–Brother Mervyn Prince: 
One-on-One/Group Bible study is to grow in 
understanding and love for God’s Word, 
and to apply it to your life. Volunteers will  
be needed to teach One-On-One or in a 
Group setting the lessons developed by 
Merv Prince. Digital Evangelism–Sister 
Kendyll Weeks: Involves strategically using 
internet, mobile, and social media platforms 
to meet the needs of others and share the 
Gospel with the online world. The goal is to 
introduce people to Christ and then connect 
them to a church family. Volunteers should 
understand one topic: Social Media 
platforms, Google Ads, and Digital Design.  

(cont.) 

Worship Assignments 
 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: Har-
old Rhodes 

 
Sunday AM and PM 

 
Greeters:  
Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Clint Richey 
 
Nursery Attendee: Jean Coker 
 
Usher, AM: Donnie Winningham 
 
Scripture Reading: Brent Reaves 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley  
PM: Mark Lackey 
 
Opening Prayer:  
AM: Torrey Clark 
PM: Rick Williams 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster  
 
Communion: Clint Richey 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Darren Hicks 
PM: Andrew Blackmon 
 
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin 
 
Video: Wes Blankenship 
 
Security: Steven Gaither and  
Mike Clelland 

 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
January 29-February 2 

 
Monday, January 29: Exodus 1-3;  
Galatians 5  
Tuesday, January 30 : Exodus 4-6;  
Galatians 6 
 
Wednesday, January 31: Exodus 7-9;  
Psalm 105; Ephesians 1 
 
Thursday, February 1: Exodus 10-12;  
Ephesians 2 
 
Friday, February 2: Exodus 13-15;  
Psalm 114; Ephesians 3 
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(News and Events Cont.) 
 
Visitor Greeting–Sister Leah Covington: A 
church greeting program for visitors in an  
evangelism way is a crucial part of the  
hospitality ministry of the church. It forms 
the first impression that a visitor receives and 
plays a significant role in making the church a 
welcoming place. Volunteers must be able to 
identify on sight over 75% of the members at 
Hoover Church of Christ. Brother Jeffrey Mel-
ton–Retention: A retention program for miss-
ing church members and visitors is a strategic 
approach to reconnect with and re-engage 
those who have stopped attending church 
services. Here are some key elements of such 
a program: Remember, the goal of a reten-
tion program is not just to increase numbers, 
but to foster a sense of belonging and spiritu-
al growth among all members. Volunteers 
must be able to identify on sight over 75% of 
the members at Hoover church of Christ. 
Podcast: Podcasts can be a powerful tool for 
evangelism, reaching people who may not 
traditionally engage with church or religious 
content. Volunteers must be able to provide 
valuable, engaging content that meets listen-
ers where they are in their spiritual journey. 
Prayer Call: Running a prayer call live and 
recorded for an evangelism program is a 
powerful way to engage our community in 
prayer and spiritual growth. The goal of a 
prayer call is not just to pray together, but to 
foster a sense of community and shared pur-
pose. Volunteers must be available to pray 
each Monday or Tuesday night at 7 p.m.  
 
Please scan the QR Code below to place 
your attendance with us. Thank you. 

 
 

  
 
 
  

 
 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Corey and Lean Coving-
ton on the birth of their granddaughter, Ava 
Renѐe Covington! Ava Renѐe was born on 
Thursday, January 18, at 9:53am. She weighs 
7lb 12oz and is 20in long. Mom and baby are 
doing great! 

 
 
 



Attendance and Offering 
January 21, 2023 

 
Attendance:  
Bible Study: 179 
AM Worship: 276 
PM Worship: 85 
Wednesday: 167 
 
Contribution: $10,177.74 
Weekly Budget: $15,392.00 
Weekly Average: $20,456.76 
Contribution to Date: $61,370.28 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana  
• Tanzania  
• Philippines  
• Peru 

 
Oversight 

 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philippines  
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 
 
 
 

Philemon 1:25 
 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with your spirit.” 
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Carelines 
 

Kathy Morita, a friend of Paul and Karen 
Kirby, has Vascular Parkinson’s disease. 
 
Lynn Wilson Dowdy, a long-time friend of Bill 
Powell, had a serious stroke in November 
and has been on life support at Grandview 
Medical Center for several weeks. In addi-
tion, she is now on dialysis three times a 
week.  
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ son, will 
be doing trial treatments and radiation. 
 
Joyce Baker is one of our shut-ins and has 
been suffering with Covid. Dale contracted 
Covid a few months ago and is still weak 
from it. 
 
Dave Long, Tom McQuillan’s friend, has co-
lon cancer and will be undergoing chemo-
therapy and radiation for two to three 
months with surgery to follow. Cards of en-
couragement can be sent to Dave at 204 
Chelsea Station Drive, Chelsea, AL 35043. 
 
Joyce Hinton, Nikesha Fantroy’s mother, had 
a series of ministrokes.  
 
Anthony Petruzella’s close friend has re-
quested prayers for her mother, Michela 
Swafford, who has been diagnosed with 
Stage 3 breast cancer. 
 
Anita Wadley, Kyle Wadley’s mom, is out of 
rehab and is recovering at home. Send cards 
of encouragement to her at The Bridge of 
Columbia, 851 W. James Campbell Blvd., Co-
lumbia, TN 38401. 
 
Joel Abbott’s medical assistant, Jasmine Bur-
roughs, requests prayers for her brother, 
Justin Traylor. He is being evaluated for 
heart surgery. 
 
Milton Stover, Paul and Karen Kirby’s friend, 
has Multiple Myeloma and is undergoing 
chemo treatments.  
 
Remember our shut-ins: Sylvia Huffman, 
Lynne Nichols, Dennis and Nancy Williams, 
and Joyce Baker.  
 
Remember our church family: Vicky Till, 
Mike Creely, Dick Smith, Jeanne Anderson, 
and Gail Powell.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Hope 
Bishop (Jean Troughton’s sister), Kelvin 
Blackmon (Chad Blackmon’s dad), Doug and 
Cathy Abbott (Joel Abbott’s parents), Jane 
Spivey (Rex Anderson’s sister), and Richard 
Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad).  
 

Gratitude 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you for your thoughtfulness during this 
sad time in our lives. It will never be the same 
for Cecilia, me, and our families. Words cannot 
even begin to express how grateful we are to 
all those who came to the funeral, sent flow-
ers, gave money, and brought food. Thank you 
also for your daily prayers on our behalf.  
Gratefully,  
Tina, Cecilia, The Mumpower and Brown fam-
ilies 
P.S. Thank you also for the use of your building 
and for preparing food for our close friends 
and family before and after the funeral. 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Jonathan & Kathleen Beard                January 30 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Kathleen Beard                   January 30 
Joy Brooks                                  January 31 
Adam Lyles                   January 31 
Melony Webster                                  January 31 
Karen Bowers                                  February 1 
Patty Bowman    February 1 

 

Youth 
 
• TODAY! Lads to Leaders Workshop: 

Speech at 1:30pm in the Library; Songs of 
Praise at 2:00pm (Girls in room 15 and 
Boys in the Library); Art Says It at 2:30pm 
in Room 10; Bible Bowl at 3:00pm in the 
Library; Puppets at 4:00pm in Room 15. 

• Saturday, February 3: Bundles of Hope 
Diaper Bank Service Project from 9:30am-
12:00pm 

• Sunday, February 4: In-home Devotional, 
6:30-8:30pm. 

• Sunday, February 11: Girls & Guys Events 
at 12:30pm: A workshop for Junior High 
girls about the significance of singing in 
worship; Senior High girls develop activity 
to bring-a-friend event; Monthly boys 
activity. 

• Sunday, February 18: Area-wide Devo-
tional at the Hoover CoC at 5:00pm. 

• Wednesday Nights: Youth, families, and 
all members are invited to bring their own 
dinner to eat together in the fellowship 
hall before Bible class. 
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Place  

Postage  

The search for pleasure 
(Ecclesiastes 2-3) 

 
 
It ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But it cannot ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It points to ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Class  

We began a new GriefShare class on Saturday, November 

4. It will be each Saturday from 10am-noon and will go 

through January 27. Any of our members who have strug-

gled with loss are invited to participate. If you have 

friends who might benefit, please let them know about 

this class as well. 

 
So many people in the world have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer 
this GriefShare Ministry. It is organized around a thirteen-
week small-group program where participants meet to-
gether for around two hours each week and watch pro-
fessionally-designed videos featuring professional grief 
counselors and also people who are grieving. These 
presentations are coupled with discussions that are de-
signed to internalize what participants learn in the videos. 
If you think this ministry might help you process your loss, 
please reach out to Harold Rhodes for more information, 
or you can visit https://www.griefshare.org/. 

 

 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

