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January 22, 2023 

 

Steady 
In my childhood my favorite athletes were Tony Dorsett, Larry Bird, and Dr. J, and then Mi-
chael Jordan (a little later). So naturally I thought if I worked hard enough I could probably 
play in the NFL or NBA. 

It didn’t quite work out, though I did score 8 points once as a guard on my eighth-grade bas-
ketball team. 

Most of us have probably idolized someone, I suppose. Over time our dreams change, ma-
ture, deepen. Hopefully they become more spiritual. 

At the very beginning of Psalms the writer is describing an ideal person, someone to aspire to 
be like. 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sin-
ners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judg-
ment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD knows the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish (Psalm 1:1-6). 

Look at verse 3 carefully: “He is like a tree planted by streams of water . . .” 

The psalmist paints a picture of stability, constancy, reliability. 

This is the man whose kids and wife can count on him. He does what he says he’s going to do. 
He keeps his promises, honors his word, stands behind what he says. 

This is the man who doesn’t give up when the storms come. He might lose his job, or be bur-
dened by stress, but he keeps his faith. His friends know they can trust him; he’ll be there. 

This is a woman of deep faith. She’s spiritual and prayerful and committed. When her kids 
think of her they think of stability. She’s strong, godly, and wise. 

This is the woman who faces life’s disappointments with courage. She holds the Lord’s hand 
through the challenges and setbacks and failures. Eventually, inevitably, the wind dies down, 
and she’s closer to God than ever. 

This is who we want to be. 

We don’t want a fickle faith, on one day and off the next. We want to be close to God no 
matter the circumstances. 

And the great thing is—that’s exactly what God wants to do in us. 

He wants to take our meager faith, our immature efforts, our imperfect offerings, and give us 
depth. He wants to plant us by the streams of water. 

And he’ll do it, but he’ll take his time. Strong trees don’t grow overnight. 

But that’s who we want to be, and that’s who—by God’s grace—we’ll become. 

In all that we do, we’ll prosper.  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re glad you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that 
is located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
We have three adult Bible classes on 
Sunday morning. Auditorium: Jerry Cul-
bertson, Apocalypse; Library: Clint Rich-
ey and Wes Blankenship, The Apostles; 
Fellowship Hall (downstairs): Jeff Mel-
ton and Torrey Clark, Millennials and 
Generation Z. 
 
Sunday worship services will be at the 
AHEPA 3 Apartments today at 3:30pm. 
 
Our Wednesday night class at 7:00pm 
is taught by Chuck Webster, and the 
title is: “The Unsearchable Riches of 
Christ: A Study of Ephesians.” 
 

News and Events 
 

Hoover’s upcoming Church Retreat at 
Children’s Harbor is on February 17-19 
(Friday-Sunday), and our theme is 
“Family of God.” We are looking for-
ward to reflecting on God’s Word as we 
grow closer together. Please sign up on 
this link so we can order you a T-shirt: 
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-
family-retreat/. Contact Rick Williams 
with any questions. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
January 29, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item needed this month is Apple 
Juice. 
 
The Young Professionals are having a 
Spring Retreat at the lake in Wedowee, 
AL, on March 10-12 (Friday-Sunday). 
The cost is $30 per person, and this in-
cludes lodging (Airbnb) for two nights 
and a T-shirt. 
 
 

2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: Joann McDonald & Jean 
Troughton 
 
Ushers, AM: Jason McKeown & Jeff 
Church 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew Trousdale 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley PM: Mark Lackey 
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Donnie Winningham  
PM: Merv Prince 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: 
AM: Jeff Melton  
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Rick Williams 
PM: Eli Powell 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
Alternate: David Naylor 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for January 15-22 

 
Sunday, January 22: Genesis 30-31  
Monday, January 23: Genesis 32-34  
Tuesday, January 24: Genesis 35-37  
Wednesday, January 25: Genesis 38-40  
Thursday, January 26: Genesis 41-42  
Friday, January 27: Genesis 43-45  
Saturday, January 28: Genesis 46-47  
Sunday, January 29: Genesis 48-50 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
John & Karen Bowers            January 24  
 

 Happy Birthday 
  
Susan Pope                            January 24 
Brielle Johnson                           January 25 
Alyssa Long                            January 25 
Caroline Handley             January 26 
Tiffany Roberts                           January 27 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
Dear church family,  
Thank you for the nice Christmas pre-
sent, and please know that I appreciate 
everything that my church does for me.   
In Christian love, 
Linda Graham 
 

Carelines  
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mom, 
had a PET scan, and the spot in her lung 
has not spread. She is scheduled to have 
a biopsy on Wednesday, January 25, to 
find out more and to decide on a treat-
ment plan.  
Sharon Houghton, Jennifer Lackey’s 
mom, is undergoing treatments for can-
cer. Please pray for effective results.  
Amanda Farrell, a former member of 
Hoover for many years, is struggling with 
several medical issues. Please pray for 
her healing and comfort.  
Fred O’Barr, Mike Clelland’s uncle, has 
been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer.   
Davina Clifton, Mike Clelland’s cousin’s 
wife, has been diagnosed with lung can-
cer.  
Denise Hillis, Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter, is undergoing chemotherapy for 
bone cancer, and her numbers are im-
proving with the treatments.  
Dorothy Prempeh, Kori White’s god-
daughter’s grandmother, is in the hospi-
tal and desires the prayers of the church. 
Alexandria, his goddaughter, is 7 years 
old and has moved to New York with her 
mother, Nicole Prempeh. They attended 
church with Kori and his family regularly.  
 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/2023-family-retreat/


Attendance and Offering 
January 15, 2023 

 
Attendance: 180 
AM Worship: 305 
PM Worship: 96 
Wednesday: 145 
 
Contribution: $22,015.59 
Weekly Budget: $0.00 
Weekly Average: $18,899.66 
Contribution to Date: $56,698.97 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-
pines 

 
• Tanzania Missions 
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Carelines cont. 
 
Brenda Lipscomb, Betsey Williams’ 
mother, remains in a coma at UAB. 
Please pray for Brenda and her family.  
Paul and Betsey Williams are now 
home from Boston, and Paul received a 
good report from the doctor.  
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ 
son, has been diagnosed with colon 
cancer that has spread to his liver. Bob 
and Joy are in Houston, TX; their son, 
Darren and his family, were recently 
transferred to Houston with Caterpillar. 
Please pray for Darren and his family.   
Eddie Williams, Leah Covington’s step-

dad, has both lung and skin cancer. His 

scan showed that the cancer is localized 

to his lungs. Please pray for an effective 

treatment plan. 
 
Connie Morrison had an arteriogram on 
Friday at Grandview Hospital. Please 
pray for good results.  
Helen Reinhardt is recovering at home 
after an extensive stay in the hospital. 
Please pray for her wellbeing.  
Joyce Baker and her sister-in-law have 

been diagnosed with Chronic Kidney 

Disease, Stage 3. Please pray for their 

health. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.   
Remember our church family: Bob Ar-
nold, Darrell Smith, Jeanne Anderson, 
Dick Smith, Edward Curry, and Gail 
Powell.   
Remember our families and friends: 
Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), Rebec-
ca Wheat (Suzanne Clelland’s daugh-
ter’s friend), Jo Clelland (Mike Clelland’s 
aunt), Betsy Groh (Karen Kirby’s sister-
in-law), Larry Banks (Virgie Banks’ 
brother-in-law), Joy Jones (Jennifer Dal-
ton’s mom), Jane Spivey (Rex Ander-
son’s sister), and Richard Lawson 
(Alyssa Long’s dad).  
 

Psalm 119:50 
 
“This is my comfort in my affliction, that 

your promise gives me life.” 

The Religion of Jesus is  
God-Centered 

 
Beloved Christian! Is it not a wonderful call-
ing, blessed beyond all conception, like 
Christ to live only to glorify God, to let God’s 
glory shine out in every part of your life? 
Let us take time to take in the wondrous 
thought: our daily life, down to its most ordi-
nary acts, may be transparent with the glory 
of God. Oh! Let us study this trait as one that  
makes the wondrous image of our Jesus es-
pecially attractive to us: He glorified the Fa-
ther. 
 
If we want to know the way, let us again 
study Jesus. He obeyed the Father. Let sim-
ple downright obedience mark our whole 
life. Let an humble, childlike waiting for di-
rection, a soldier-like looking for orders, a 
Christlike dependence on the Father’s show-
ing us His way, be our daily attitude. Let eve-
rything be done to the Lord, according to His 
will, for His glory, in direct relationship to 
Himself. Let God’s glory shine out in the holi-
ness of our life.  
He confessed the Father: He did not hesitate 
to speak often of His personal relationship 
and intercourse, just as a little child would do 
of an earthly parent. It is not enough that we 
live right before men: how can they under-
stand, if there be no interpreter? They need, 
not as a matter of preaching, but as a per-
sonal testimony, to hear that what we are 
and do is because we love the Father, and 
are living for Him. The witness of the life and 
the words must go together. 
 
And He gave Himself to the Father’s work. So 
He glorified Him. He showed sinners that 
God has a right to have us wholly and only 
for Himself, that God’s glory alone is worth 
living and dying for, and that as we give our-
selves to this, God will most wonderfully use 
and bless us in leading others to see and con-
fess His glory too. It was that men might glo-
rify the Father in heaven, might find their 
blessedness also in knowing and serving this 
glorious God, that Jesus lived, and that we 
must live too. Oh! Let us give ourselves to 
God for men; let us plead and work, and live, 
and die, that men, our fellow men, may see 
that God is glorious in holiness, that the 
whole earth may be filled with His glory 
(John 5:41-44). 
 
—Andrew Murray, Like Christ, pp. 206-208 
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Place  

Postage  

 GriefShare Ministry 
 
GriefShare Ministry: So many people in our congre-
gation (and beyond) have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to 
offer GriefShare Ministry. This ministry is organized 
around a thirteen-week small-group program where 
participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos 
featuring professional grief counselors and also peo-
ple who are grieving. These presentations are cou-
pled with discussions that are designed to internalize 
what participants learn in the videos. If you think this 
ministry might help you process your loss, please 
reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle Wadley, or Chuck 
Webster for more information, or you can vis-
it https://www.griefshare.org/.  

  
3248 Lorna Road 

Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

