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January 8, 2023 

 

Blessed 
We Christians sometimes throw the word “blessed” around somewhat flippantly, don’t we? 

“How are you?” “Oh, I’m blessed.” 

“Have a blessed day.” 

“Bless you.” 

“He’s been a real blessing to me.” 

It’s definitely a powerful word, but sometimes using a word too much—especially without 
thinking about it—robs it of its true significance. 

Of all the words he could’ve chosen, the psalmist uses “blessed” as the first word of the first 
psalm: 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he medi-
tates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its sea-
son, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are 
like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but 
the way of the wicked will perish (Psalm 1:1-6). 

What does it mean to be blessed? 

Sometimes we associate it with material prosperity . . . “The Lord has blessed us with so many 
things.” 

Or maybe physical well-being. “I’m blessed to be cancer-free.” 

There’s nothing wrong with using it like that, but it’s much richer. 

In this psalm it means to be favored by God. It means to live the life God called you to live. 

It’s related to the word “happy,” but it’s deeper than the fickle, tied-to-today’s-fortunes kind of 
happiness that fills some of our conversations. 

The psalmist makes it quite clear: the blessed person is the one who avoids the choices of the 
wicked but instead chooses to delight in God’s law. 

God always blesses that person. 

Will he be rich? Probably not. 

Will his health be good? Not always. 

Will his life be struggle-free? Nope. 

But he’s blessed because God always blesses those who seek him more than anything else. 

If this is what you’re seeking, you won’t find it in a financial windfall or a clean bill of health or a 
streak of good luck. 

You’ll find it when you seek God above everything else. 

God bless you.   —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re glad you’re 
here. Please fill out a visitor’s card that 
is located in the pew. We would like to 
know where you’re visiting from. 
 
We have three adult Bible classes on 
Sunday morning. Auditorium: Jerry Cul-
bertson, Apocalypse; Library: Clint Rich-
ey and Wes Blankenship, The Apostles; 
Fellowship Hall (downstairs): Jeff Mel-
ton and Torrey Clark, Millennials and 
Generation Z. 
 
Sunday worship services will resume at 
the AHEPA 3 Apartments today at 
3:00pm. 
 
2nd Sunday evening prayer gathering: 
As we begin another year, we’ll devote 
tonight’s service to a time of prayerful 
reflection. We’ll enjoy eating down-
stairs together at 5:00pm, so please 
bring your own dinner with you. Then 
after a time of fellowship we’ll pray, 
reflect, and sing together as we wel-
come 2023 and anticipate God’s work 
in our congregation over the next year. 
 
Chuck Webster is teaching a new class 
in the auditorium on Wednesday nights 
at 7:00pm, and the title is: “The Un-
searchable Riches of Christ: A Study of 
Ephesians.” 
 
 

News and Events 
 

Congratulations to Torrey, Alexandra, 
Mary Layson, Easton, and Davis on the 
birth of Callen Mitchell! Callen was 
born on New Year’s Day weighing 8lbs 
2oz and measuring 20.5in. Alexandra, 
Callen, and the family are doing well! 
 
Congratulations to Adam and Claire 
Mowrer, former members of Hoover, 
on the birth of their son, Paul Thomas 
Mowrer. Paul was born on Tuesday, 
January 3, and weighs 6lbs 5oz and is 18 
in long. Mom, Dad, and baby are doing 
well. 
 
 

 

Worship Assignments 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 
 

Sunday AM and PM 
 

Greeters: Front Lobby: Bill Laughmiller 
Handicap Lobby: Nancy Griner 
Back Lobby: JoAnn McDonald & Jean 
Troughton 
 
Ushers, AM: Jason McKeown & Jeff 
Church 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Jason Blakemore 
 
Singing:  
AM: Kyle Wadley  
 
Opening Prayer: 
AM: Mark Lackey PM: Bob Brooks 
 
AM Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: 
AM: Steve Cotney  
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
AM: Shawn Troughton 
PM: Garrett Vick 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
Alternate: David Naylor 
 
Video: Marc Handley 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for January 8-15 
 

Sunday, January 8: Job 17-20  
Monday, January 9: Job 21-23  
Tuesday, January 10: Job 24-28  
Wednesday, January 11: Job 29-31  
Thursday, January 12: Job 32-34  
Friday, January 13: Job 35-37  
Saturday, January 14: Job 38-39  
Sunday, January 15: Job 40-42 
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(News & Events Cont.) 
 
Paul and Anita Williams will be hosting 
our Young at Heart fellowship this 
month. Please join us at 5:30pm in the 
fellowship hall on Friday, January 20, for 
a Birthday Celebration, Game Night, and 
Dinner. The menu is chili and hotdogs!  
 
There will be a Men’s Breakfast on Satur-
day, January 21, at 8:00am. If you plan to 
attend, please sign the sheet that is on 
the back rail in the auditorium. Contact 
Rick Williams for more information. 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
Glenn Till, Jr.                January 8 
Giana Kidwell                January 8 
Rebecca Harris              January 10 
Elijah Long               January 11 
Joel Abbott               January 12 
Will Spurlin               January 12 
Virgie Banks              January 13 
Jean Owens              January 13 
Johnny Mac Williams             January 14 
Heather Spivey              January 14 
Betty Taylor              January 14 
 
 

Carelines 
 

Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mom, 
has had lung cancer, and another spot 
has recently been found. She will have a 
PET scan soon to confirm this.  
 
We extend our sympathy to Clint Richey 
and his family on the death of his grand-
father, GB Richey. Mr. Richey passed 
away Saturday night. Please pray for Clint 
and his family during this time.  
 
Joyce Baker was recently diagnosed with 

Chronic Kidney Disease, Stage 3. Her sis-

ter-in-law, a member of the church in 

Princeton KY, was also recently diag-

nosed with CKD, Stage 3. Regular dialysis 

procedures several days a week are es-

sential at Stage 4. Please pray that they 

will not reach Stage 4. 
 
 
 
 



Attendance and Offering 
January 1, 2023 

 
Attendance: 141 
AM Worship: 274 
PM Worship: 110 
Wednesday: 142 
 
Contribution: $18,733.69 
Weekly Budget: $0.00 
Weekly Average: $18,733.69 
Contribution to Date: $18,733.69 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 

• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-
pines 

 
• Tanzania Missions 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Helen Reinhardt was discharged from 
the hospital Wednesday night. Please 
continue to pray for her comfort and 
healing. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, will 
have a transcatheter aortic valve re-
placement on January 11. Please pray 
for a successful procedure. 
 
Amanda Farrell, a former member of 
Hoover for many years, is struggling 
with several medical issues. Please pray 
for her healing and comfort. 
 
Eddie Williams, Leah Covington’s step-
dad, has both lung and skin cancer. He 
will be undergoing chemo and radia-
tion. 
 
Denise Hillis, Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter, is undergoing chemotherapy for 
bone cancer, and she is improving. 
 
Esmenia Sagurit, the mother of Junas 
Sagurit, is in the final stages of colon 
cancer. Junas is a leader of the church 
in the Philippines. 
  
Fred O’Barr, Mike Clelland’s uncle, has 
been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer. 
 
Davina Clifton, Mike Clelland’s cousin’s 
wife, has been diagnosed with lung can-
cer. 
 
Rebecca Wheat, Suzanne Clelland’s 
daughter’s friend, is pregnant and has 
been told that the baby has anenceph-
aly. Please pray for a healthy birth. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
 
Remember our church family: Bob Ar-
nold, Darrell Smith, Jeanne Anderson, 
Dick Smith, Edward Curry, and Gail 
Powell. 
 
Remember our families and friends: Jo 
Clelland (Mike Clelland’s aunt), Betsy 
Groh (Karen Kirby’s sister-in-law), Larry 
Banks (Virgie Banks’ brother-in-law), Joy 
Jones (Jennifer Dalton’s mom), Jane 
Spivey (Rex Anderson’s sister), and 
Richard Lawson (Alyssa Long’s dad).  
 

INSIGHT 
 

Here is a man who was born in an ob-
scure village, the child of a peasant wom-
an. He grew up in another obscure vil-
lage. He worked in a carpenter shop until 
he was thirty, and then for three years 
he was an itinerant preacher. He never 
owned a home. He never wrote a book. 
He never held an office. He never had a 
family. He never went to college. He nev-
er put his foot inside a big city. He never 
traveled two hundred miles from the 
place where He was born. He never did 
one of the things that usually accompany 
greatness. He had no credentials but 
himself. He had nothing in this world ex-
cept the naked power of His divine man-
hood. While still a young man, the tide of 
popular opinion turned against Him. His 
friends ran away. One of them denied 
Him. He was turned over to His enemies. 
He went through the mockery of a trial. 
He was nailed to a cross between two 
thieves. His executioners gambled for the 
only piece of property He had on earth 
while He was dying—and that was His 
coat. When He was dead He was taken 
down and laid in a borrowed grave 
through the pity of a friend. Nineteen 
wide centuries have come and gone, and 
today He is the centerpiece of the human 
race and the leader of the column of pro-
gress. I am far within the mark when I 
say that all the armies that ever 
marched, and all the navies that ever 
were built, and all the parliaments that 
ever sat, and all the kings that ever 
reigned, put together have not affected 
the life of man upon this earth as power-
fully as has that one solitary life. 
—Kyle Wadley 
 

 

Psalms 98:1 
 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has 
done marvelous things; his right 

hand and his holy arm have worked 
salvation for him.” 
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Place  

Postage  

The Lord’s Prayer 
(Matthew 6:9-15) 

 
Prayer is ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer is ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer is ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 
GriefShare Ministry: So many people in our congre-
gation (and beyond) have experienced significant 
losses in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to 
offer GriefShare Ministry. This ministry is organized 
around a thirteen-week small-group program where 
participants meet together for around two hours 
each week and watch professionally-designed videos 
featuring professional grief counselors and also peo-
ple who are grieving. These presentations are cou-
pled with discussions that are designed to internalize 
what participants learn in the videos. If you think this 
ministry might help you process your loss, please 
reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle Wadley, or Chuck 
Webster for more information, or you can vis-
it https://www.griefshare.org/.  

  
3248 Lorna Road 

Hoover, AL 35216 

https://www.griefshare.org/

