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Sale, Trade and Donation of Human Organs 

The matter concerning the trade, donation and sale of human organs is a contentious one 

based on the fact that the black market surpasses the valid donations that people offer. Criminal 

activities are, therefore, heavily embedded in the black market as the people who are mostly 

exploited are the poor. It thus becomes difficult to differentiate between the legit and illegal trade 

involved in human organs. The illegal activities that are therefore, involved in organ trafficking 

make the business dangerous. It would, therefore, be oblivious not to note that this is a huge 

predicament that the current society is facing even in developed nations such as the United 

States. Is the black market the reason the trade and sale of human organs shouldn’t be legalized? 

I believe that not until the black market involving organ trafficking is wiped out then, the sale 

and trade of human organs should not be legalized as this would cause more harm than good to 

the society because of the dire criminal activities involved.  

The illegal trade involved in kidneys has risen to such an alarming level given that the 

black market undertakingsimplicated in the acquisition of human organs are about 10,000 

(Campbell and Davison). The matter concerning the sale of human organs is worsened by the 

fact that traffickers often breach the laws that already exist in order to curtail their activities. 

They have become selfish as their main interest is to maximize their profits as the international 
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demand for replacement kidneys has increased tremendously (Campbell and Davison). This 

demand has increased based on the rise of various ailments such as diabetes. Intense measures 

should be put in place so that the black market can be curbed given that dangerous gangs are 

involved in the illegal trade. To attest to this fact is that those patients who would wish to 

undergo surgery in India, Pakistan and China have to pay a fee of about $200,000. This is an 

exorbitant price as the gangs involved in the harvesting of these kidneys attainment for about 

$5000 from desperate and vulnerable people (Campbell and Davison). 

The valid human organs donations that people offer are instrumental as they offer hope to 

people suffering from various terminal illnesses such as kidney failure, liver cirrhosis, and 

hypertension among others. These are, therefore, special lifesaving transplants that should be 

allowed since a person willingly donated his or her organs after his or her demise. It is, therefore, 

evident that the criminal activities involved in the black market are the ones that tarnish the 

donation of human organs hence they ought to be highly curbed(Rucke). Given that corruption is 

involved in the sale of human organs, then this amounts to a criminal activity that should be 

severely dealt with. To attest to this fact is that the people who often sell their organs are poor, 

and this is attained through manipulation and threats(Heymann). The poor, however, do not mind 

this given that their main objective is to seek their financial freedom through such a trade. On the 

other hand, the rich buy these organs so that they can benefit from organ transplantation. 

Most regions and countries globally have prohibited the sale and trade of human organs 

as this often infringes ethics. This is, however, with the exemption of the voluntary donations as 

this is done with the goodwill of the donor. There is a serious hazard involved in the black 

market in organ trafficking as there is a risk of some diseases being transferred to the organ 

recipient(Scheper-Hughes). The quality of organs involved in the black market is lower as the 
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sellers often conceal their medical history as their main intention is to get money from the trade. 

Polarization is also a trait that is exacerbated by the trade and sale of human organs as the poor 

are often exploited because of their vulnerability(Park). This, therefore, demonstrates another 

criminal activity involved in the organ trafficking black market as some medical laws are 

violated whereby the donor’s medical history ought to be known.  

The resurgence of illegal organ trafficking has prompted organizations such as World 

Health Organizations to call out intense research concerning this matter. WHO has thus 

suggested that humanity is being undermined by the huge profits involved in the trade. The basis 

for this is that the poor persons are often amputated by losing their organs so that they can get 

cash whereas those individuals who are sick but wealthy obtain these organs using their money 

(Campbell and Davison). The need for transplants and the urge to achieve the huge profits 

involved in the trade have made the black market in human organs become robust.  

According to WHO, the trade also thrives because some countries lack laws that protect 

people from falling prey to the organ trafficking syndicate. Kidneys account for nearly 75% of 

all organs traded illegally and this can be correlated to the fact that some diseases such as high 

blood pressure, heart problems and diabetes are on the rise (Campbell and Davison).  

Furthermore, about 106,879 organs were transplanted in ninety-five countries in 2010 and this 

comprised of both legal and illegal means (Campbell and Davison). This, therefore, demonstrates 

my believe that the illegitimate organ trafficking involved in the black market should be 

dismantled in all ways possible.   
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Human organs are often sold from third world countries as this is viewed as a means 

through which people can attain revenue to support and feed their families. The surgeries that are 

often undertaken are unlawful and unprofessional, and this further jeopardizes the organ sellers’ 

lives. To demonstrate this fact is that the sellers had long scars that were nearly fifteen to twenty 

inches that had been inflicted on their bodies. Normally if the right surgery, for example, the 

laparoscopic one was carried out their scars would have been smaller at about three to four 

inches long(Scheper-Hughes). It is thus against the law that the lives of the sellers are put at a 

risk by unscrupulous and unprofessional people who carry out the surgeries required to attain the 

human organs used in the black market(Heymann). I, therefore, believe that if the black market is 

done away with then the lives of the sellers could be safeguarded as professional surgeries would 

in turn be undertaken.  

The underground black market involved in human organs is treacherous given that people 

are often murdered as most traffickers do not adhere to the agreements that they make with the 

organ sellers. To demonstrate this is that in Bangladesh most of the organ sellers didn’t receive 

the full amount of money they had been promised and those who often depict resistance are 

eliminated. This isa wrong activity as the organ sellers are faced with inhumane acts from the 

trafficking gangs(Park). Furthermore, research has shown that the health of the sellers 

significantly deteriorates after losing their organs. They are also not able to work efficiently, and 

some of them die because of depression. The primary cause of this is that the surgeries that are 

not rightfully carried out hence leading to health issues to the organ sellers.  

The issue of controlling and curbing the unlawful trade of organs should be a venture that 

the international community ought to carry out. This is because the trade has become so 

widespread globally hence stern measures should be implemented so that the black market can 
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be abolished as it has endangered the suitable organ donations that people make(Rucke).  The 

rise of harmful gangs and wealthy businessmen involved in the illegal trade should be prosecuted 

under the international law. This would be a pivotal way of eradicating the black market as 

illegal sales would be curbed in an amicable manner(Heymann).  

The governments in different countries also have an obligation of ensuring that the 

healthcare sectors in their respective countries are modern in the incorporation of the latest 

technologies. Governments should, therefore, incorporate health policies that are centered on 

ensuring that their citizens recover from various ailments without necessarily relying on organ 

transplants. This could prove to be essential given that increasing the organs supply wouldn’t be 

necessary. In extreme cases where organ transplants are essential then legitimate donations ought 

to be allowed. It is, therefore, apparent that the black market involved in illegal organ trafficking 

jeopardizes the legit organ transplants hence it should be eradicated using all means.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Surname 6 
 

Works Cited 

Heymann, Sven. 'Dramatic Increase In Worldwide Illegal Organ Trade - World Socialist Web 

Site.'Wsws.org. N.p., 2012. Web. 21 Aug. 2015. 

Park, Alice. 'Should People Be Allowed To Sell Their Organs? - CNN.Com.'CNN.N.p., 2012. 

Web. 21 Aug. 2015. 

Rucke, Katie. 'Desperate Buyers, Desperate Sellers Drive Global Black Market In Human 

Organs.'Mintpressnews.com. N.p., 2013. Web. 21 Aug. 2015. 

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 'Human Traffic: Exposing The Brutal Organ Trade.'New 

Internationalist.N.p., 2014. Web. 21 Aug. 2015. 


