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Advice For Students Headed Off to College

Dr. Jay L. Wile, Ph.D.



Dr. Jay L. Wile, Ph.D.

< University Professor From 1990 - 1995

< Helped Develop Indiana’s Only Residential High
School for Gifted and Talented Students

< NSF-Sponsored Scientist with More Than $200,000
In Research Grants

< Became Interested in Homeschooling Because of
Excellent University Students Who Were
Homeschooled

< Currently writes homeschooling and Christian
apologetics materials.

< Publisher: Berean Builders
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First, Don’t Go To College For the Wrong Reasons

There are only two reasons to go to
college:

1. You simply LOVE to learn.

2. You need the degree for a
specific career.

If you go to college for any other reason, you are
probably wasting your time and your parents’ money.

You don’t “find yourself” in college, and you don’t
figure out what you want to do for the rest of your life in
college.

College is too artificial for those things.
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Second, Don’t Panic. You Have an Advantage

Institution HS Grad GPA Everyone Else
Boston University: 3.30 2.90
Baylor University: 3.36 3.04

Ave Maria University: 3.14 2.66/2.88
York Technical: 2.99 2.67

Stanford admissions officer Jonathan Reider says:

“The distinguishing factor is intellectual vitality.
[Homeschooled] kids have it, and everything they
do is responding to it.”
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Third, Don’t Use AP/CLEP Credit in Your Major

Lots of homeschooled students take AP tests and CLEP
tests and score well enough to get credit for those

COUrSES.

There are three HUGE reasons why you should not use
your AP/CLEP credit in classes related to your major

1. Those classes form the base of your college’s
requirements, and you can pass the AP/CLEP
without knowing all of what is covered in the class.

2. You want to impress your professors, and the way
to do that iIs to take freshman classes and do well.

3. There are so many adjustments to be made
freshman year, that it’s good to have few easy A’s.
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Fourth, Take Notes in Class

1. Don’t take notes on a computer. Write them in
your own handwriting.

A 2014 study shows that those who take notes In
their own handwriting retain more than those who
take them on a computer.

https://honors.illinoisstate.edu/academics/honors_learning/travel/PenMightierThanKeyboard MuellerOppenheimer.pdf

2. Many professors post their notes. Still take your
own.

If your professor does post notes, don’t worry about
taking notes when you are having a hard time
understanding the professor. Concentrate on what
he or she Is saying, and then go back to his or her
notes later and make your own notes from those.
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Don’t Let Them Get in the Way of Participation!

If you are confused about something,
raise your hand and ask.

If the professor asks a question to the
class and you think you can answer
It, offer to answer the question. In
general, professors like student
participation, especially when they
ask the questions.

Don’t avoid participation because you haven’t gotten
everything that was covered written down. Stop
taking notes to participate in class.

Don’t worry about what the other students think of you.
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Don’t Argue with the Professor in Class

If you honestly think the professor has made a mistake,
ask it in the form of a question, don’t phrase it as you
correcting the professor.

If the professor says something you profoundly disagree
with, don’t argue unless the professor specifically says
that he or she is looking for opposing views. Use this as
an opportunity to talk to the professor during office
hours.

Remember that there is no way you will be able to win
an argument with someone who knows a lot more than
you, even if you are actually right.
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Give Answers the Professor Wants

When a test answer Is
different from your beliefs,
still give the answer the
professor wants.

You can, however, indicate
that you don’t agree.

If the professor asks a question in class, and you know the
answer he or she wants contradicts your beliefs:

1. Don’t offer to answer but talk to the professor
later in office hours.

2. 1T you know the professor Is open, you can answer,
starting with, “I don’t agree, but this is the
answer you want.
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Fifth, Use Those Notes

Shortly after class, review your — mosmm g
notes, thinking specifically about Q‘

the things the professor said and
what he or she emphasized.

Ideally, you would recopy your
notes. This not only allows you to
make them neater, but it i1s a form
of studying.

When you are doing the reading/“homework,” try to
relate the material to the notes. Is there somewhere
the professor talked about this kind of idea/problem?
What did the professor say about it.
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Sixth, Go To Your Professor’s Office Hours

If you come to the professor’s
office hours, he or she gets to
know you and has a higher
opinion of your work ethic.

Don’t go to just “hang out.”
Think of something related to
the material that you can ask the

professor. It doesn’t have to be ~°
something you don’t understand. It could be something

deeper than what was covered in class or the book.

Don’t become a nuisance to the protessor. Come when
you have good questions.
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Seventh, Don’t Expect Your Professor to Teach You

Generally speaking, most
professors are terrible teachers '

They also expect you to do a lot
of the learning on your own.

Class time Is often used for
student discussion or for the

orofessor to cover the really
nard material.

"his 1s one reason that homeschool graduates do so well

In college. They are already used to learning on their
own.
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Seventh, Don’t Expect Your Textbooks to be Good

If you have been using curriculum
designed for homeschools, you have

been spoiled.

Most textbooks are designed to
be used as a reference, so their
principle goal is NOT to teach

the material.

Especially for your freshman
courses, consider bringing your
homeschool curriculum to college.

o O

Your textbook’s lack of explanation generally provides a
lot of questions that you can go over in office hours.



Eighth, Choose Your Friends WISELY



Eighth, Choose Your Frlends WISELY

Meeting new people
and making new
friends (some lifelong)
IS an iImportant part of
college.




Eighth, Choose Your Frlends WISELY

Meeting new people
and making new
friends (some lifelong)
IS an iImportant part of
college.

But it is also
dangerous!




Eighth, Choose Your Frlends WISELY

Meeting new people
and making new
friends (some lifelong)
IS an iImportant part of
college.

But it is also
dangerous!

You should try to hang out with the people who have the
same goals as you do. If you hang out with the wrong
crowd, you can easily fail in your classes.
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Meeting new people
and making new
friends (some lifelong)
IS an iImportant part of
college.

But it is also
dangerous!

You should try to hang out with the people who have the
same goals as you do. If you hang out with the wrong
crowd, you can easily fail in your classes.

My daughter went to a school that has a lot of partiers,
and they lose a lot of freshmen. | required her to join a
campus Christian fellowship.



Your Friends Are Important For Academics, Too



Your Friends Are Important For Academics, Too

Because most professors
are lousy teachers and
the books aren’t designed
to teach, you will need
some help learning.



Your Friends Are Important For Academics, Too

Because most professors
are lousy teachers and
the books aren’t designed
to teach, you will need
some help learning.

A lot can come from your
fellow students.




Your Friends Are Important For Academics, Too

f S
S -
[ o . »
" 2 .
o7
S "
/'f_
75
»
s %

]

e N g .'_' e ‘: .
R p
i Y
- \‘ K, 4 ’
= - v 2 - g
'p.. )

Because most professors
are lousy teachers and
the books aren’t designed
to teach, you will need
some help learning.

VR e
€ - -

—

i ';‘\.‘§“>£‘
e ”"i
& ’
s

. . ‘W %
e
A lot can come from your £=

_\s
fellow students. B b

Find other students in the classes you have that will get
together with you and study. | learned more In these
informal study groups than in class or in the professor’s
office hours.
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Because most professors
are lousy teachers and
the books aren’t designed
to teach, you will need
some help learning.

A lot can come from your | % > | \s
fellow students. - b 4

Find other students in the classes you have that will get
together with you and study. | learned more In these
informal study groups than in class or in the professor’s

office hours.

But remember that when you get together to study, it’s
study time, not social time!
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Ninth, Make an Effort to Avoid Distractions

Turn your phone OFF when you
start classes for the day, and don’t
turn it back on until you are done
with classes.

You can get a calculator app for
your phone, but don’t do that, at
least not your freshman year!

It Is a real temptation to spend a lot of time on social
media to keep up with your old friends, share what is
happening, etc. However, limit your time!

If you have problems limiting your time on social media,
find someone you trust and let them change your
password. Then they can
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Tenth, Expect Unfair Grades from Time to Time

Professors are people, too. They sometimes have a hard
time admitting to mistakes, and they sometimes put their
personal biases ahead of accurate grading.

If you think a professor has graded something wrongly,
go to him or her during office hours (NOT CLASS), and
present your case in the form of questions.

If the professor doesn’t fix things, don’t fight it. Accept
the fact that sometimes, the grading will simply be unfair.
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Most Of All...

Remember that college can be one of the best experiences
of your life, or one of the worst experiences of your life.

If you focus on your classwork but still make some time
for fun and friends, you will enjoy all aspects of college
life.

If you focus on fun and friends, you will have a great time
for a while, but the constant failure in academics will be a

drag.

Just like homeschool, if you sacrifice some fun now, you
will have A LOT more fun later in life.

Expect to spend 2-3 hours In study for every hour you are in
class!
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