
The Super Tech Recommendation 
Mega Guide 


Please note that some of these links are affiliate links. It goes without saying that I don't 
recommend things that I don't actually use and love, but I'm going to say it anyway: all 
the things on this list are things that I constantly recommend, and would recommend 
even if they didn't have an affiliate program.


Individual Systems & Tools

First, I'm going to mention all the individual systems, tools, and software that I love, and 
then I'll provide some examples of how to link this stuff together.


1Password

Please tell me you're not one of those people who uses the same password for every 
website where you have to log in. Please! But I bet you are, because most people don't 
bother creating a separate password for each website. And that's not very safe. For a few 
years now, I've been using 1Password to manage all of my passwords (I have over 450 of 
them!) It's got apps for Mac, Windows, iOS & Android and it's just $2.99 USD per month, 
billed annually.


Get 1Password here. 

Acuity Scheduling

Oh, how I love Acuity! When I first started booking in clients online, I used TimeTrade, 
which was fine, though I grew increasingly frustrated by its limitations. And then Acuity 
came along, and it had everything I ever dreamed of in an online schedule, and more. I 
use the Emerging Entrepreneur version, which is just $10 USD per month.


It's easy to set up, and it syncs beautifully with your personal calendar, your accounting 
software, and your email list manager. You can offer unlimited services and appointment 
types, and clients can book in themselves, and get email reminders of the appointment. 
You can edit and customize everything with your colors and logo.


Get Acuity Scheduling here.  
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Amazon S3

This is short for Amazon Simple Storage Service. It's where I store all the files for my 
online courses, podcast transcripts, and all other downloadable stuff. I have a ton of files 
in there, and I pay less than £1 each month. It's insanely cheap, and really easy to use.


Check it out here. 

AppSumo

This is a great website to get amazing deals on all kinds of tech. This is where I got 100 
Photo/Vector Downloads from Depositphotos for $39 USD and  Lifetime Access to 
Webinar Ninja! for $49 USD. It's worth checking them out every once in a while to see 
what they've got on offer, as their offers are excellent value.


Check out AppSumo here. 

Audacity

This is what I use to record my solo podcast episodes. You can also use it to edit your 
audio files. And it's free!


Get Audacity here. 

Book Cover Design

I work with Kim Killion of The Killion Group for all my book covers, both business books 
and walking books. Book cover design is important, and I love her work. Note that she 
specializes in fiction, particularly romance, but her nonfiction covers are great…and 
affordable.


Check out her prices here. 

Boomerang for Gmail

I've been using this for a few years now, and it's completely revolutionized how I 
approach email. I LOVE BOOMERANG! It helps you out in three main ways: you can write 
an email now, and schedule it to go out at a later time or date; it can remind you about an 
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email in case you don't hear back from the recipient; and if you've got a busy day and 
you know you won't have time to get to all the emails in your inbox, you can select the 
least important ones that you know you won't have time for, and then boomerang them 
out of your inbox to return at later time or date. It's fabulous. 


I use the Personal plan at $4.99 USD per month, and it's so worth it. You can try out a 
limited version, a Free Basic plan with 10 message credits (essentially, ten email actions) 
for as long as you like. But trust me, you'll soon get hooked once you realize the immense 
value of this tool.


Get Boomerang here. 

Camtasia

This is screen capture software + video recording/editing/sharing software for your PC or 
Mac. I've been using it since I created my first online course in 2012, and I LOVE IT. It's 
super intuitive and easy to use, and I also use it to edit the videos I record on my iPhone.


I recently paid to upgrade to Camtasia 3 for Mac, after using Camtasia 2 for five years 
and not noticing the new version became available late last year. If you do video in your 
business, you'll want Camtasia. It's worth every penny: $199 USD for the software on 
either Mac or PC, or $99.50 for the upgrade from Camtasia 2.


Get Camtasia here. 

Canva

Canva makes graphic design easy, even if you don't think you have a great eye for 
design. I've been using it since it first came out, and I love it. It's what I use to make all of 
my blog graphics, YouTube thumbnails, and so much more. I use the free version, though 
I had Canva for Work, the paid version, for a couple of months. It's $12.95 USD per 
month, and to be honest, I didn't think it was worth the extras. Try the free version, and 
you can always upgrade if you want to. They're very easy with cancellations and refunds.


Get Canva here. 

Color Palettes

When I'm re-branding my business, I like to get a feel for the colors that I want to bring 
into my new brand. I usually spend a lot of time playing around with color palettes on 
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Adobe Color (formerly called Kuler), where you can browse through existing palettes, 
create your own, and save them for future reference. If you like color, you'll love playing 
withAdobe Color. It's free.


Explore Adobe Color here.  

I think I first discovered Design Seeds a few years ago on Pinterest, and it's my go-to site 
for exploring color palettes that already exist, rather than for creating new ones. It's a 
website that was created by a graphic designer who pulls colors from photographs and 
shares the hex codes so you can easily use the colors in your branding.


Explore Design Seeds here. 

Finally, Canva has it's own color picker tool. If you upload a photo, it creates a color 
palette from the image. That's how I came up with the first version of the colors for my 
new branding. From there, I took the hex codes to Kuler, where I adjusted them until I was 
happy with them all. Canva Color Palette Generator is free to use.


Play with the Canva Color Palette Generator here.  

ConvertKit

I love, love, love ConvertKit! I started out with MailChimp, and then made the move to 
ConvertKit back in December 2015 and I've never looked back. It's just $29 USD for 
1-1,000 subscribers, $49 USD for 1,001 to 3,000, and $79 USD for 3,001 to 5,000. Prices 
go up from there.


Sign up for ConvertKit here. 

It's super intuitive and easy to use, but if you need help migrating or setting up your new 
ConvertKit account, then Lizzy Buckley-Goddard is who you need. Read her Beginner's 
Guide To ConvertKit, get personalized support by working one-on-one with Lizzy, or sign 
up to her ConvertKit Club  for $35 USD per month and get access to a library of video 
tutorials and more.


Divi

People have said there's no way I built my last website in 2016 in just three days, or that I 
was able to rebrand it this year in under two days, but in fact that's the truth…and it was 
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only possible because I use Divi. It's a WordPress theme and visual page builder that's 
super intuitive to use. I learned how to use Divi AND built that last website all in just three 
days.


Get Divi (or learn more) here. 

DocHub

I used to actually pay someone on Fiverr to create PDFs with fillable fields for me. And it 
was always a problem, because if I wanted to update anything on the document, I would 
have to pay the person to alter the document. Then I discovered DocHub, which is free 
within Google Drive. Learn how to make fillable PDFs for free here.


Try DocHub here. 

Dropbox

I've been using Dropbox for cloud storage, backups, and file sharing since 2012. It's just 
$99 USD per year for the Dropbox Plus plan, which gives you 1TB of storage. You can get 
Dropbox Basic for free to try it out, with just 2GB of storage.


Get Dropbox here. 

eBook Partnership

You may know that I wrote and released six books in 2016, all of which were released in 
ebook format. You may also know that in one of my previous businesses, Tribal 
Publishing, I helped authors learn to use social media to market their books. During this 
time, I tried out a couple of different ebook formatters, and found that you really get what 
you pay for. That's why I work with eBook Partnership for all of my ebook formatting: 
they're friendly, professional, and create great quality ebooks.


Check them out here.  

Ecamm Call Recorder

I've been using Call Recorder since 2012. It's how I record my podcast interviews on 
Skype, and my video interviews on YouTube. It's just $29.95, and includes free updates. 
Considering how much I've used this software, it's a total bargain. If you see clients on 
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Skype and want to record the call for them, you can use it for that, too. You can also get 
Call Recorder for FaceTime, if you use that.


Get Call Recorder here. 

Feedly

I've been using Feedly since…2010? Since before Google Reader bit the dust. It's a news 
feed aggregate, and I use it to read all the blogs that I'm subscribed to. You can use it to 
read on your computer, or via a mobile app. It also integrates with your social media, so 
you can easily share the best articles that you read. I use the free version.


Check out Feedly here. 

Fiverr

I love, love, love Fiverr for easily searchable access to professionals all over the world. 
I've been using it since 2013, and I've had mostly great experiences with the 70+ gigs 
that I've ordered there. My best tip is that you need to read the reviews, look at their 
portfolio of work, and be super clear on exactly what you want. If you're getting graphic 
design done, provide very clear examples of the style/colors/etc.


Sign up to Fiverr here. 

Here are some of the people I've hired and can recommend:


• YouTube intro video


• Change a color of an item in a photo


• Design a call-to-action button for my website in my brand's colors (I no longer 
need this since I use Divi, but if you're not using Divi yet, this is a great gig)


• Crop an image and put it on a transparent background


• Crop an image and put it on a transparent background (this is a second person)


• British voice-over artist (she can do both a Scottish and an English accent, and if 
you listen to my podcast, she's the one who does the intro and outro)
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• Logo design (she did my current Holly Worton logo)


• Custom daily planner


• Put your screen/image on an iPhone/iPad/Mac (I use this whenever I release a 
new book)


• Change the color of your logo (you may remember that mine was originally teal; 
this year I changed my branding to green)


• Logo design (they did my Heart-centered Energy Work™ design)


Fonts

Have you ever seen a font you liked, but had no idea how to figure out what it was called? 
Cue WhatTheFont!, where you can upload a screenshot of the font in question and find 
out what it's called and where you can get it.


Search WhatTheFont! here. 

GIMP

This is a kind of free, open source Photoshop, for those of you who are  not  graphic 
designers, yet want more functionality that you get from Canva or PicMonkey. I've been 
using it for over ten years now.


Download GIMP here.  

Gumroad

I have never used Gumroad, but if you're looking to sell a purely digital product, this is 
what you'll need to get around that whole EU VAT mess that started a couple of years 
ago. You can also use it for subscriptions. Pricing starts at $10 a month, and includes 
unlimited bandwidth. Payments are 3.5% + 30¢ USD per charge.


However, my friend Tim Gray has informed me: “You can use it for no monthly sub, but 
you'll pay a bit more per transaction. The help page doesn't admit to this, but you can see 
the two options when you're logged in.” So…create an account, log in, and if you don't 
want to pay the monthly subscription, check out that offer and give it a try.
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Get Gumroad here. 

Libsyn

This is where I host my podcast, and I'm grateful to have hosted there from the start, 
back in 2013. It's easy to set up and easy to upload episodes, then syndicate your show 
out to other networks and social media profiles. They also have a gorgeous media player 
for your show that you can embed into your website. I have the Classic 250 plan, which is 
just $15 USD per month.


Get Libsyn here. 

Lighting Kit

I get a lot of questions about my lighting kit that I use for my indoor videos. I bought my 
kit on Amazon, and it's the Excelvan Studio Umbrella Continuous Lighting Backdrop Kit, 
which contains: 3 Muslin Backdrops (White,Green,Black) + 2 Umbrellas + 2X 125W Light 
Set + Background Support Stand System + Lighting Stand + Portable Bag. It's currently 
£65.99 on Amazon, though as you probably know Amazon shows different prices to 
different people, so it may be different when you click through.


Get the full kit on Amazon. 

To be honest, I don't actually use the backdrop, and if you know you won't be using it, 
either, you can get a similar kit without the backdrop. It's the Excelvan kit which contains: 
600W Studio Umbrella Softbox Continuous Lighting Kit -2×33″ Umbrellas +3x5500K 45W 
Lamp Light Bulb with E27 Light Holder +80″ Light Stand +32″ Table Top Light Stand 
+Portable Bag with UK Plug. Note that it contains three lights and stands, and only two 
umbrellas, which is probably more than you need, anyway. It's £46.99 on Amazon.


Get the smaller kit on Amazon. 

MeetEdgar

MeetEdgar is how I manage to share all of my old blog posts and podcast episodes on 
social media. It's pricey, but it's worth it. You can also use it to post to your Facebook 
group, meaning that you don't actually have to show up every morning to post your daily 
theme. It's worth it for that alone. It takes some time to populate with your existing 
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content, but from then on out, you can import your blog feed and it all gets done (mostly) 
on its own.


Get MeetEdgar here.  

Meeting Planner

I try to use Acuity Scheduling for all my meetings, particularly because I don't want to 
make a mistake with the time zone differences. But every once in a while I need to meet 
with someone outside my normal working hours, and they're in a different time zone. 
That's when I use TimeandDate.com's Meeting Planner. You enter your time zone, and 
the other person's, and it generates a color coded 24-hour chart with the best hours 
marked in green, the worst in red, and the so-so ones in yellow.


Try Meeting Planner here. 

Membership Sites

I love, love, love OptimizePress for creating easy membership websites. It comes in two 
formats: as a theme, and as a plugin (so you can use it with your existing theme). 
OptimizePress can also be used to create sales pages, landing pages, and launch 
funnels. It integrates with all the most common email marketing systems, and it easily 
takes payment, too. Pricing starts at $97 USD for use on three websites.


Get OptimizePress here.  

Microphone

I have a couple of different microphones. When I created my first online course in 2012, I 
bought a Zoom H2N microphone, which I used for all my videos. When I started my 
podcast the following year, I used it to record all of my episodes. I bought the microphone 
and the official accessory pack, which includes a small stand, windscreen, and more. It's 
£145 on Amazon.


Get the Zoom H2N + official accessory pack on Amazon. 

But then it died, and I replaced it with a Blue Yeti, which many podcasters seem to use. 
This is the mic that I use for all my office videos, webinars, and podcast episodes…
basically, everything I record in my office. It's got a USB connection, making it easy to 
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plug into your computer and go. Setup of the mic is also really simple, unlike the Zoom 
H2N, which had so many options. I'm currently thinking about upgrading my microphone, 
but I'm still undecided. So if you're looking for a quick microphone purchase, I'd say to go 
with the Blue Yeti. It's £119.99 on Amazon (note that it comes in a variety of colors).


Get the Blue Yeti microphone on Amazon.  

For recording videos out of my office, I use a lavalier mic that plugs into my iPhone, and 
then I record videos on my phone. I've got the Rode Smartlav+ Lavalier Microphone for 
Smartphone, and it plugs right into the iPhone and clips onto your clothing, providing 
great sound quality for mobile audio. It's £42.99 on Amazon.


Get the Rode Smartlav+ on Amazon.  

It does, however, have a very short cable, so I've purchased a very inexpensive (under £4) 
six foot cable, which makes recording videos much easier. I've got the StarTech.com 2 m 
3.5 mm 4 Position TRRS Headset Extension Cable M/F and Audio Extension Cable for 
iPhone. Note that it comes in a variety of sizes: 3 ft, 6ft, 30 ft, and 50 ft.


Get the cable on Amazon.  

Moo

I love Moo! I don't use business cards much any more, but when I did, I always received 
compliments on what good quality mine were. I had the design done professionally, and 
then uploaded it myself to Moo. I also used Moo to create my business mindset cards. 
Moo has expanded so much since I first started using it, and they now offer business 
cards, stickers and labels, flyers, greeting cards, notebooks, envelopes, and letterhead. 
You can upload your own design, or use theirs.


Try Moo here. 

Music

The the music I use in the background of all my guided meditations is channeled music 
from the Orin DaBen website (music by Thaddeus), and it pairs beautifully with guided 
meditations. Each track is just $6 USD.


Review their licensing policy here 
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Purchase music singles by Thaddeus here.  

I got the intro/outro music for my podcast on Soundrangers.com back in 2013, and I 
haven't even thought about changing it. If you're looking for royalty free music and sound 
effects, this is the place to go. You can search by genre and easily find the perfect music 
for your audio or video needs.


Get music at Soundrangers.com 

Pretty Link

This is a WordPress app that I've used for years to create pretty links, as the name 
implies, like  http://hollyworton.com/group, which redirects to my private Facebook 
group for women entrepreneurs. It makes it easy for me to share the link on my podcast 
and in other places, because it's easy to remember. Pretty Link Lite is free to use, and it 
will probably provide you with most of what you need. If you'd like more functions, then 
upgrade to Pretty Link Pro, with pricing from $47 USD per year on up.


Get Pretty Link here.  

Scrivener

This is the software I use to write my books. It makes book writing  so much 
easier because it allows you to split the book into chapters, making it easy to navigate 
between all the different parts of your book. It also has a cork board, and places to save 
notes and links. You can export files as .doc, .pdf, and you can even use it to create your 
ebook files, though as I mentioned earlier I recommend eBook Partnership. You can get it 
for Mac, for iOS, and for Windows.


The desktop versions are $45 USD, and the iOS version is $19.99 (you can get this on the 
app store). You can also get a 30-day free trial to see if you like it.


Get Scrivener here.  

SiteGround

I used to host with BlueHost, and made the move to SiteGround a couple of years ago. 
They're reliable, and affordable. I've got the Grow Big plan, which is $9.95 USD per 
month, but there are often promotions where you can get up to 60% off.
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Sign up to SiteGround here.  

Stock Photos

I usually start out by looking at Pixabay.com for stock photos, because they're free. If I 
can't find what I want there, then I use my  Depositphotos  credits that I got from 
AppSumo. If I still can't find anything I like (though for most cases, these two sites are 
enough), I'll go to any of the other major stock photo sites, like  iStock 
Photos or Shutterstock.


Stripe

I've been using PayPal since March 2001. It was how we started taking payments in my 
first business, before we had a merchant account. I loved it: it was easy to set up and 
take payments. However, this year I discovered Stripe, and I'm loving it. Fees for 
European cards (assuming you're based in Europe) are about half what Paypal charges. It 
integrates easily with my online calendar, Acuity Scheduling. And unlike PayPal, it 
automatically deposits funds in your bank account, albeit with a slight delay of 2-4 
working days. There's also a super easy to use app to take mobile payments when you're 
out and about (like when you're selling from the stage at a speaking event).


Get Stripe here.  

Transcription

You may have noticed that I've got full transcripts for my latest podcast episodes. Now, 
I've worked with transcribers in the past on Fiverr, and some of them have been good…
and some of them have been awful. Naomi Darlington has been doing my transcriptions 
since earlier this year, and her work is impeccable. I highly recommend her!


Find Naomi here. 

Website Design

Iain Ronayne has done a few websites for me (my old Tribal Publishing website, Socially 
Holistic, and the first Ready to Bloom site), and I've recommended him to many clients 
over the years. His website doesn't reflect the work that he's doing, but he is still available 
for freelance web design.
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Contact Iain here: iain@design309.co.uk


WiseStamp

People often ask about my pretty email signature, which includes my photo and links to 
my social media profiles. I use WiseStamp, which is easy to set up and integrate with 
your Gmail account. It's $6 USD per month, billed annually…and it's so worth it! You can 
also integrate your blog feed and use it to automatically promote your latest blog post.


Get WiseStamp here.  

Zoom

I used to use GoToWebinar for webinars, and then briefly I used Webinar Ninja, but then I 
discovered Zoom. I love it because it makes it easy for people to show up however they 
like: with video, audio, or just chat. And you can show up with your face, or share your 
screen, or both. I feel like it makes my webinars much more social, because we can see 
each other's faces…unlike old school webinar software, which made it easy to broadcast 
the information, but not so easy to be social. I have the Pro plan, which is $14.99 USD per 
month.


Get Zoom here. 

Linking It All Together

Example 1: paid training videos

Let's say you want to record training videos that people can download off your website. 
You've got a WordPress website and you want to know what you can use to put this 
together…both in terms of recording the videos with slides and making them 
downloadable after payment.


1. Recording with slides: you can use Camtasia. It allows you to record your 
screen and also a webcam if you like, so you can put a tiny video of you in the corner of 
the screen. If you do record your webcam, make sure that your lighting is good, so people 
can actually see your face.
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2. Hosting the files:  I use Amazon S3, or you could upload the videos to 
YouTube and keep them unlisted, so people can only access them with the link. You could 
then embed them into your website page.


3. Making the files downloadable after payment:  to keep it simple, you 
could create a password-protected page in WordPress and manually give people access 
to the page once they've paid. If you want to create more of a membership site, I 
recommend OptimizePress.


4. Avoiding problems with EU VAT: for this you'll need Gumroad, which I link 
to above. I've never used it, but it's what people are using to sell digital products these 
days. Gumroad takes care of the EU VAT payments.


Get in Touch

If you have any questions about anything here, or if you need a recommendation for some 
other kind of tech that I haven't mentioned, get in touch. If I can help, I will! I know my 
thing is business mindset, but whenever I can help my clients with the practical side of 
business, I'll do that, too. I've been in business since 1999, and while a lot of the tech that 
I used to use back then is obsolete (looking at you, Overture and FrontPage!) I can 
hopefully help with the more modern stuff.


If you found this list useful, I'd love for you to share it online! You may also want to 
bookmark this page for future reference.
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