
Cuba- An Island Paradise 
Off the Beaten Track 

With Larry Richardson 

Officially opened to U.S. citizens in recent years to what the rest of the world 
has been exploring for decades, Cuba remains an island paradise. Havana is 
certainly the “go to” city for fabulous architecture and Spanish settlement 
history, but the countryside reflects the real character of Cuba - its people; 
friendly, helpful and openly delighted you have come to visit.  So, what else is 
there?  How about science! Cuba hosts 312 species of orchids, where Florida 
only records about 125. Networks of caves offer boat tours for thousands of 
visitors each year, and provide scientists a unique collection of animals to 
study, not seen anywhere else in the world. Centuries of assorted occupation 
and variable politics have kept Cuba’s environment as one of the most pristine 
and accessible; where Nature and people actually come together in a 
wonderful way. Explore both the city and the wilderness with nature 
photographer Larry Richardson and see Cuba in a new and beautiful way. 

Larry Richardson has been a professional nature photographer for over 37 years; as long as he has been a wildlife 
biologist. Having retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2015, he now devotes much of his time to 
photography. He was the Naples Zoo staff photographer for 20 years.  He is the former Vice President of the 
Florida Camera Club Council and former President of the North American Nature Photography Association.  
Richardson served as Naples Zoo’s first President of the Board of Directors from 2005 to 2007. He has been 
featured in many television shows and most news networks.  His images and prose appear in publications 
worldwide and he speaks on photography and conservation topics wherever he goes.  He co-authored the book, 
“Florida’s Unsung Wilderness – The Swamps” in 2000.  Foremost, Larry’s photography serves as a window to 
Nature, revealing its beauty to people who would otherwise never see it. 


