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As America expanded across the continent, in search of its’ manifest destiny, there was a 
need for development of a way travel across the great expanse of this country. When 
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Pacific Railways Act establishing the 
transcontinental railroad, he set in motion a revolution that changed America. During the 
century that followed, train travel became affordable, exciting, and enjoyable. This 
program examines the growth and decline of America’s great railroads. Viewers are 
invited to ride the rails and explore the golden age of train travel. 
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