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As someone said, "Adolf Hitler was a great lover of art. The trouble was, the art he loved 
belonged to somebody else.” Join Ellaine Rosen and learn about the greatest art theft in 
history which led to the greatest “treasure hunt” in history—a story without an end. The 
Nazi Party leadership’s art confiscations began by 1938. The finest of the confiscated art 
works were intended to be installed in the museum Hitler planned to construct in Linz, 
Austria (his birthplace). Others were destined to be added to private Nazi collections, and 
the remainder were sold to buyers through neutral countries like Switzerland to raise 
capital for the Nazi war machine. During the war, in order to protect the artwork from 
Allied bombing raids, the Nazis began storing their plunder in salt mines, churches and 
castles. This series will cover a variety of topics: the 1937 Degenerate Art Show, the ten 
most famous artworks stolen by the Nazis, artworks mistakenly believed to have been 
stolen by the Nazis, European Jewish art collectors whose art was stolen, legal disputes 
with individuals, museums, galleries, and nations, Hollywood movies about Nazi looted 
art, and the ongoing process of restitution. More than 1,000 repositories of looted art 
were discovered and to this day, there are efforts to identify Nazi looted art and return 
these “prisoners of war” to their rightful owners, their families, or their respective 
countries. A painting by Degas stolen; another by Van Gogh destroyed; a portrait by 
Raphael still missing. 

With degrees from Columbia University, The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and Harvard, and as the 
“most requested docent” at The Carnegie Museum of Art in Pittsburgh, a former popular docent at the Baker 
Museum of Art, and a docent at our Museum, Ellaine has a vast knowledge of both art history and Holocaust 
history. She has spoken with thousands of museum visitors and has lectured widely on these subjects. Ellaine and 
her husband, Richard, are long-time supporters of the museum and its mission.


