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Neil Simon passed away in 2018. He was one of the most prolific, successful, and honored playwrights 
and screenwriters of the past half century.  Through lecture and selected dramatic reading of his work, 
we remember the enormous contributions he’s made to American culture and literature.  

Steven Yussen, trained in psychology (B.A., Swarthmore College) and developmental psychology (Ph.D., The University 
of Minnesota), is an expert on learning, thinking, and education, and across more than four decades has been a 
professor at three major universities- the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Iowa, and currently, the 
University of Minnesota. At two of these universities, Iowa, and Minnesota, he also served as dean (over a 16-year 
period) of their respective Colleges of Education. As popular teacher and award-winning researcher, he has authored 
five books, more than 70 scholarly articles, is a Fellow of the American Psychological Association and the American 
Educational Research Association, and the past recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and a Fulbright lectureship.  


