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The role of America’s First Ladies is an unsought, unpaid position with no formal job description. 
However, that has not stopped the wives of our Presidents from having a voice. While many of 
these women had no formal education, their writings tell a great deal about their lives, both 
public and private, as well as the causes they may have championed. This PowerPoint 
presentation examines some of the books written by the women residents of 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue with a unique perspective of the Presidency that often eludes us. 

Jeff Margolis is an educator, author and lecturer and has spent much of his academic career working with teachers and 
future teachers.  He received his BS in Education from Temple University and an MA in Counseling and Personnel Services 
from Rowan University (formerly Glassboro State College). Margolis has pursued postgraduate work at Indiana University, 
New Jersey State University and Lyndon State College. He is a past president of the Southern New Jersey Chapter of Phi 
Delta Kappa and a recipient of its prestigious Service Key Award.  Jeff was elected to the Rowan University Wall of Fame on 
three occasions for his work with college students. He is the author of five books, most notably Violence in Sports and Teen 
Crime Wave. His most recent work, The Presidents’ Pen was published in July 2020. He was also a contributor to the 
Encyclopedia of New Jersey and has served on the editorial board of the American Association for Employment in Education 
Annual Handbook for Teachers. He has presented papers at numerous academic conferences around the country and 
served as an advisor for several textbooks.  Jeff is currently a member of the board of governors of Naples Press Club, and a 
member of the Naples Council on World Affairs and Friends of the Library. He has volunteered at the Holocaust Museum 
and Education Center of Southwest Florida.  He is also currently a member of the Israel Advocacy Committee of Collier 
County. Mr. Margolis has lectured at the Renaissance Academy, Collier County Library, Holocaust Museum of Southwest 
Florida and Florida Southwest State College. Jeff and his wife, Ida, have been married for fifty years. They are both history 
buffs and like to visit Presidential Libraries, museums and other historic sites. 


