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Congratulations on downloading our ebook!  
 
We’ve created this collection of tips to help couples navigate and 
hopefully simplify the wedding planning process. 
 
So grab a drink, sit back and enjoy the read! 
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1. When a venue tells you that they have a coordinator for your 
event, remember, they work for the venue and do things that only 
favor the venue and their bottom line. Instead, hire a highly 
qualified DJ that will actually be the quarterback for your event. 
The DJ is the one that will help you create your timeline and keep 
your event running smoothly. 

 
2. The preferred list from the venue or your wedding coordinator is 

usually pay-to-play. In general, everyone on that list has paid a fee 
to be on it or the venue is taking a percentage of what you pay. 
These vendors may not be the best choice because they really are 
working for the venue or wedding planner. Your money will go 
further if you hire your vendors directly. 

 
3. All DJs are not equal. Most can’t get a job working at a club or 

radio station, so they end up working weddings. They can’t mix 
music beat-on-beat to keep a dance floor packed and they don’t 
understand music programming. Instead, they are relying on you 
to provide a playlist that may or may not work. That’s why so 
many weddings fail and yet the DJ still gets a good review. Look 
for the most experienced DJs with outstanding reputations, 
preferably ones that have worked for a top radio station. 

 
4. Choose a wedding venue where you can also hold the 

ceremony. You’ll be cutting down on a bunch of costs including 
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transportation between venues. However, avoid having your 
ceremony in the same room that you will have dinner and 
dancing. Why? Because your vendors will have less than 45 
minutes to setup what normally takes about 2 hours. This can 
lead to things being rushed and limits the possibilities of what 
they can do for your special day. 

 
5. Don’t leave with your photographer to take pictures while your 

guests are enjoying cocktail hour. Your event goes so fast that 
you should enjoy the entire event. Not only that, with a 
hundred or more guests, everyone wants to spend time with 
you. After all, that’s why they’re there. Take your pictures 
before the ceremony if at all possible. 
 

6. If you’re looking to cut corners and save some money, think 
about less decor. You can add lighting like uplights and 
eliminate the high cost of flowers. Uplighting can totally 
transform a venue for the better and will also enhance your 
photos and the photos your photographer takes.  

 
7. At the end of the day, the most important things that make a 

great wedding are friends, family, liquor and entertainment. 
Nobody remembers the chicken dinner from the wedding last 
summer, but they will remember if they stayed till the end, 
danced all night, laughed and had fun! 
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8. Save money by holding your wedding on a Friday or Sunday. 

You’ll save even more money if you have it January thru April. 
 
9. If your vendor is coming to your house or meeting you at a 

coffee shop they probably are NOT full time, successful 
professionals. They may be fly-by-night. If they don’t have an 
office, it’s easy for them to disappear. 
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We hope you found these tips helpful for your upcoming 
wedding! 

 
If you’d like to discuss any of this in more detail, as well as learn 
how we can help create the wedding of your dreams, please don’t 
hesitate to schedule a free and FUN call with us today: 

 
https://www.hotmixentertainment.com/prices-and-info 
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