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“ Slow	Money	And	Nurture	Capital:	A	New		
Vision	Of	Food,	Money,	And	Soil	”	

 

Woody Tasch  

Marjory:	 Hello	and	welcome	to	the	Homegrown	Food	Summit.	This	is	Marjory	
Wildcraft,	your	host	and	this	summit	is	brought	to	you	by	the	Grow	
Market,	which	is	the	premier	community	of	people	who	are	growing	
our	own	food	and	making	our	own	medicine.	And	a	little	while	ago,	I	
was	really	privileged	to	be	able	to	...	I	was	attending	an	event	and	
happened	to	end	up	at	a	farm-to-table	dinner	right	next	to	Woody	
Tash,	who	is	the	founder	of	Slow	Money,	the	Slow	Money	Institute.	

	 And	Woody	and	I	had	a	fabulous	conversation	together	and	I	invited	
him	to	present	at	our	Homegrown	Food	Summit.	This	is	not	
necessarily	about	growing	food,	but	how	we	can	change	our	
monetary	system	to	support	soil	and	organic	farmers.	Let	me	read	
you	a	little	bit	about	Woody's	background	and	I	think	you're	gonna	
be	really	impressed.	

	 He	is	the	founder,	of	course,	of	the	Slow	Money	Institute.	He's	also	
the	author	of	"Slow	Money:	Investing	as	if	Food	Farms	and	Fertility	
Mattered".	And	that	book	actually	sparked	a	movement	and	led	to	so	
far	more	than	$66	million	that	have	been	invested	in	hundreds	of	
local	and	organic	food	enterprises	around	the	country.	And	in	2017,	
he	published	his	second	book,	called	"Soil:	Notes	Toward	the	Theory	
and	Practice	of	Nurture	Capital".	

	 Woody	is	no	stranger	to	money	management.	He	was	the	former	
chairman	and	CEO	of	Investor	Circle,	where	he	steered	more	than	
$200	million	into	early-stage	companies	focused	on	sustainability.	
Reader	named	Woody	as	one	of	25	visionaries	who	are	changing	
your	world.	I	really	felt	that	you	needed	to	know	about	the	
movement	of	Slow	Money	and	the	work	they're	doing,	the	
unbelievable	work	they're	doing.	
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	 And	I	have	met	quite	a	few	of	those	organic	farmers	who	have	been	
touched	by	this	program	and	they	are	incredibly	grateful	and	a	lot	of	
them	could	not	be	in	business	without	the	work	of	Slow	Money.	So,	
watch	this	presentation	and	I	hope	that	this	inspires	you	to	invest	in	
these	programs	if	that's	what	you	have	available.	

	

Woody:	 Hi,	this	is	Woody	Tasch.	I'm	the	founder	of	Slow	Money,	and	I'm	
really	delighted	to	be	able	to	share	with	you	virtually,	the	story	about	
Slow	Money,	what	we're	doing	around	the	country.	

	 This	presentation	will	have	two	major	elements.	One	will	be	about	
the	Slow	Money	movement,	what's	happening	around	the	country.	
Our	efforts	to	do	at	the	community	level,	in	a	sense	what	each	of	us	
is	also	trying	to	do	at	a	household	level,	that's	make	ourself	more	
resilient,	more	healthy.	Of	course,	those	of	us	in	Slow	Money	think	
that	healthy	local	food	systems	are	vital,	and	that	having	our	own	
financial	house	in	order	means	supporting	our	local	food	systems.	I'll	
be	talking	a	lot	about	that	vision	and	what's	going	on	around	the	
country.		

	 Then	also	about	my	book,	Soil:	Notes	Towards	the	Theory	and	
Practice	of	Nurture	Capital,	which	came	out	late	last	year,	and	it's	
kind	of	the	next	stage	in	our	national	conversation	of	these	issues.	
The	term	soil,	also	stands	for	Slow	Opportunities	For	Investing	
Locally,	which	is	our	newest	project	in	the	Slow	Money	movement.	

	 I	always	start	my	presentations	with	this	picture,	and	so	I'm	staying	
true	to	form	today.	This	is	actually	a	hog	on	a	Nieman	Ranch	farm	in	
Iowa,	a	company	that's	set	the	standard	for	animal	husbandry,	
raising	hogs	outside,	as	you	can	see.	Just	cutting	to	the	chase,	I	
always	ask	the	audience,	I'll	ask	you	today,	spend	a	second	staring	
this	pig	in	the	face,	thinking	about	knowing	in	the	background	what	
industrial	hog	confinement	is,	and	all	the	ills	of	industrial	agriculture.	
Take	a	look	at	this	cute,	I	think	I	can	use	that	term,	animal,	and	think	
for	a	second	about	where	your	money	is	and	how	it's	affecting	all	
other	living	things.		
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	 The	Slow	Money	movement	is	now	10	years	old,	next	year	is	the	
beginning	of	our	second	decade.	It	started	with,	this	was	my	first	
book,	came	out	December	2008,	called	Inquiries	Into	The	Nature	Of	
Slow	Money:	Investing	As	If	Food,	Farms,	And	Fertility	Mattered.	As	
I've	said	many	times,	I	really	wasn't	trying	to	start	anything,	much	
less	a	movement.	This	was	just	me	collecting	my	thoughts	after	30	
years	of	working	in	socially	responsible	investing,	impact	investing.	
Before,	it	was	called	impact	investing,	or	what	foundations	called	
mission	related	investing.	

	 I	took	some	time	off	to	try	to	get	down	to	kind	of	first	principles.	Why	
was	it	more	of	our	money	wasn't	doing	what	we	really	wanted	it	to	
do?	What	I	arrived	at	was	the	soil	as	kind	of	the	ultimate	metric,	that	
we	need	to	bring	some	of	our	money	back	down	to	earth.	It's	kind	of	
summarized	in	the	sentence,	the	kind	of	proposition	is	summarized	
here,	"As	it	circulates	the	globe	with	ever	accelerating	speed,	money	
sucks	oxygen	out	of	the	air,	fertility	out	of	the	soil,	and	culture	out	of	
local	communities."		

	 A	few	months	after	the	book	came	out,	there	was	a	demand	for	a	
kind	of	one-pager,	for	people	who	didn't	want	to	read	a	whole	book.	
I	resisted	for	a	while,	but	then	I	succumbed.	We	came	up	with	the	
Slow	Money	principles.	This	is	the	last	of	them.	The	first	is,	"We	must	
bring	some	of	our	money	back	down	to	earth."	This	is	the	sixth	one,	it	
says,	"Paul	Newman	said,	'In	life,	we	need	to	be	more	like	the	farmer	
who	puts	back	into	the	soil	what	he	takes	out.'	Recognizing	the	
wisdom	of	these	words,	let	us	ask,	what	would	the	world	be	like	if	we	
invested	50%	of	our	money	within	50	miles	of	where	we	live?	What	if	
there	were	a	new	generation	of	companies	that	gave	away	50%	of	
their	profits?	What	if	there	were	50%	more	organic	matter	in	the	soil	
50	years	from	now?"		

	 Those	question,	principles,	conversations	that	surrounded	them,	
have	been	bringing	people	together	in	groups	large	and	small,	in	
scores	of	communities	around	the	country,	since	December	of	2008.	
Tens	of	thousands	of	people	have	come	to	local	Slow	Money	groups	
all	over	the	place.	Quite	a	few	thousands	have	come	to	national	
meetings.	This	is	really	just	to	keep	a	part	of	what	we're	doing.	
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	 We're	not	a	fund.	We	don't	take	control	of	anybody's	money.	It's	
very	important	to	us	that	this	be	as	direct	and	as	local	as	possible,	
and	decentralized.	We	don't	take	any	fees	for	any	transactions.	This	
is	really	about	people	coming	together,	mostly	locally,	occasionally	
some	of	these	larger	meetings,	to	share	learning,	share	a	vision,	
affirm	their	commitment	to	collaborate	together	to	put	money	to	
work	locally,	in	small,	diversified,	organic,	local	farms.		

	 I	am	very	pleased	to	be	able	to	report	that	all	of	these	meetings,	and	
the	conversations,	the	principles,	the	book,	all	that	stuff,	has	led	to	
the	flow	of	over	70	million	dollars	to	almost	700	small	food	
enterprises	in	dozens	of	communities,	all	via	self-organized,	
volunteer	led	local	work.	

	 It's	really	important	to	say	these	deals	vary	in	size	from	a	few	
thousand	dollars,	probably	most	of	them	are	in	the	few	tens	of	
thousands	of	dollars,	several	people	collaborating	together,	to	maybe	
loan	$50,000	as	a	group.	Sometimes	it's	a	few	hundred	thousand	
dollars,	and	in	a	few	cases,	a	few	million	dollars,	but	it's	really	
important	for	everyone	to	hear,	this	is	very	grassroots.	It's	not	just	
for	angel	investors.	In	fact,	there	are	a	few	angel	investors	in	every	
local	group,	but	it's	mostly	what	I	like	to	refer	to	as	just	plain	regular	
folks	who	want	to	know	where	their	food	comes	from	and	where	
their	money	goes.		

	 You	can	see	on	this	map,	it's	got	it	across	the	United	States.	There	are	
a	few	groups	in	France,	Australia,	Vancouver,	and	Nova	Scotia.		

	 Now,	I'm	glad	we	got	to	this	slide,	because	I'm	realizing,	now	that	I'm	
getting	into	this	presentation,	it's	the	first	one	I've	done	this	way,	
recorded.	Of	course,	I	much	prefer	to	be	with	everyone,	so	we	can	
actually	have	a	conversation.	Also,	so	we	can	have	a	little	fun.	Having	
fun	while	talking	about	money	seems	like	an	oxymoron.	It	probably	
is,	and	that's	why	we're	doing	Slow	Money,	because	we're	trying	to	
address	that	a	little	bit.	

	 One	of	the	ways	we	do	it	is	with,	I	guess	you'd	call	it	a	sense	of	
humor.	I'd	like	to	think	that	this	little	poem	here	has	a	little	humor	in	
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it,	meaning	it's	not	an	official	poem,	it's	kind	of	a	poetic	musing.	If	
you	just	look	at	this,	this	little	kind	of	weird	little	poetic	construction	
appears	at	the	end	of	my	first	book.	It's	circulation	versus	
percolation,	monoculture	versus	diversity,	transaction	versus	
relationship,	and	profitability	versus	fertility,	and	there	is	a	rhyme	in	
there.	I	hope	you	can	see	it	and	hear	it.		

	 If	you	look	at	this	list,	you	see	that	the	list	on	the	left	is	the	current	
paradigm,	if	you	will,	of	both	food	and	finance.	It's	about	circulation,	
and	monoculture,	and	transaction,	and	profitability.	We're	all	trying	
to	move	the	dial	towards	percolation,	diversity,	relationship,	and	
fertility.		

	 A	little	wordplay	from	the	preceding	slide	is	a	gateway	to	a	lot	more	
wordplay.	In	my	current	book,	Soil:	Notes	Towards	the	Theory	and	
Practice	of	Nurture	Capital,	now	that's	kind	of	serious,	but	the	
subtitle,	or	the	sub	subtitle,	if	you	will,	Of	Earthworms,	Billionaires,	
Aha	Moments,	Mythic	Implications,	and	The	Considerable	Virtues	of	
Bringing	Our	Money	Back	Down	to	Earth,	Not	All	Of	It	Of	Course,	But	
Enough	to	Matter.		

	 Wordplay,	imagination,	the	book	is	in	two	parts.	The	first	is	called,	
Poetically	Incorrect.	It's	a	20	page	poem.	It's	quirky,	provocative.	I	
really	enjoyed	reading	it	on	my	book	tour,	it's	been	great	interacting	
with	people.	It's	got	mythic,	it's	got	gods	and	goddesses	in	it,	all	kinds	
of	stuff.	

	 The	prose	part	of	the	book,	which	most	of	it	is	called	Imagination.	
Because	what	this	is	really	all	about	for	me	and	what	I've	learned	
from	traveling	around	the	country,	talking	to	people	about	Slow	
Money,	is	that	many	of	us,	I'll	say	millions	of	us,	are	hungry	for	a	
reimagining	of	the	economy,	of	our	relationship	to	money,	of	our	
relationship	to	one	another	and	to	the	land.	To	do	that,	we	need	to	
have	a	new	language,	a	new	story,	a	new	sense	of	humanity,	I	guess	
you'd	say.	I've	never	said	it	that	way	before,	but	let's	just	say	it	that	
way	today.		
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	 Before	I	get	into	the	book,	just	a	quick,	respectful	note	on	soil	in	
general,	which	I'm	guessing	most	people	that	are	participating	in	the	
summit	understand	this	already.	It's	just	good	to	realize	that	
Presidents	of	past	have	noticed,	from	Thomas	Jefferson	to	Franklin	
Delano	Roosevelt,	have	commented	on	the	importance	of	the	soil.	I'll	
let	you	read	the	slide	while	I'm	speaking.		

	 The	third	quote	is	from	David	Montgomery,	who	is	a	MacArthur	
Fellow,	and	has	written	three	books,	very	currently,	on	various	
aspects	of	soil,	geology,	human	health,	the	centrality	of	soil	fertility	
to	civilization.		

	 The	term	nurture	capital	came	from	my	respect	for	Wendell	Berry,	
the	inspiration	he's	provided	me	and	so	many	others.	The	slide	
you're	looking	at	is	a	piece	of	paper	that	for	nine	of	the	last	ten	years,	
I	actually	carried	this	piece	of	paper	around,	and	it	started	to	fall	
apart.	That's	why	it's	tattered.	It's	also	referenced	on	the	cover	of	my	
book,	with	the	kind	of	frayed	background	there.		

	 This	has	a	very	seminal	passage	from	Wendell's	book,	The	Unsettling	
of	America.	I'll	just	read	some	of	it.	I	won't	read	the	whole	slide	here,	
but	it	says,	"I	can	see	the	strip	miner	to	be	a	model	exploiter.	As	a	
model	nurturer,	I	take	the	old-fashioned	idea	or	ideal	of	a	farmer.	
The	exploiter	is	a	specialist	and	expert,	the	nurturer	is	not.	The	
standard	of	the	exploiter	is	efficiency,	the	standard	of	the	nurturer	is	
care.	The	exploiter's	goal	is	money,	profit,	the	nurturer's	goal	is	
health.	His	land's	health,	his	own,	his	family's,	his	community's,	his	
country's."	Then	the	passage	ends	with,	"The	exploiter	typically	
serves	an	institution	or	organization,	the	nurturer	serves	the	land,	
household,	community,	place.	The	exploiter	thinks	in	terms	of	
numbers,	quantities,	hard	facts,	the	nurturer	in	terms	of	character,	
condition,	quality,	kind."		

	 It's	an	amazing	passage.	The	book's	amazing.	I	think	many	of	you	
have	probably	read	it.	Those	of	you	who	haven't,	please	check	it	out.	
It	was	written	in	the	70s,	and	really	has	inspired	a	whole	generation,	
two	generations	now	maybe.	Check	it	out,	Wendell	Berry,	The	
Unsettling	of	America.		
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	 These	next	few	slides	jus	show	you	a	few	interior	pages	of	the	book.	I	
just	wanted	you	to	know	that	it's	a	very	visual	book.	A	lot	of	work	
went	into	the	design	of	it,	because	this	is	about	seeing	things	
differently.	It's	also	about	the	beautiful,	and	small	is	beautiful.	You	
have	Schumacher's	seminal	phrase	and	seminal	book.	We	put	a	lot	of	
work	into	the	aesthetic	of	the	book.		

	 The	images	on	the	right	margin,	you	can	see	are	kind	of	a	dramatic	
contrast	of	industrial	milk	production,	versus	regenerative,	or	
sustainable,	or	restorative	milk	production.	The	pictures	on	the	
bottom	right	are	one	of	my,	he	is	one	of	my	heroes,	Jack	Laser	of	
Butterworks	Farm	in	Vermont.	One	family,	one	farm,	350	acres,	
grows	most	of	his	own	feed.	Just	a	really	beautiful	operation.	They	
make	about	a	million	dollars	a	year	of	yogurt,	some	of	the	best	
yogurt	you	will	ever	taste,	if	you're	lucky	enough	to	taste	it.		

	 I	know	it's	kind	of	tricky	going	through	actual	pages	of	the	book	here,	
but	I'll	just	note	to	you	that	the	graphs	on	the	right	here,	one	is	the	...	
The	graph,	I'm	sorry,	on	the	right,	was	done	by	redefining	progress,	
and	just	shows	the	top	line	is	the	growth	of	GDP	in	the	US	since	
around	1960,	and	the	bottom	line	is	people's	actual	quality	of	life,	
how	people	feel.	Do	they	feel	more	economically	secure	or	not?	
While	GDP	has	grown	a	lot,	we	don't	feel	like	we're	any	better	off,	
basically.		

	 The	bottom,	I	can't	get	into	it	now,	I	wish	I	could,	but	those	are	pre-
mudded	jeans.	I	forget	what	they	cost,	something	like	$300	for	jeans	
that	come	with	mud	on	them	already,	to	make	it	look	like	you	work.	
Why	is	that	in	here?	I	would	attempt	to	say	use	your	imagination,	but	
I	don't	think	it	takes	much.	It's	just	about	the	disconnect	between	
consumerism	and	let's	say	real	life	and	real	wellbeing.		

	 Now	we're	getting	to	some	more	fun	stuff.	The	title	of	the	book,	the	
number,	the	word	soil	over	the	number	2017,	MC	Escher,	those	are	
MC	Escher	prints.	On	the	next	few	slides,	we'll	go	a	little	deeper	into	
this.		
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	 Here	it	is	again,	the	soil	over	the	number	2017.	Kind	of	a	bit	of	a	
Trumploy	figure	groundish	image,	but	most	importantly,	a	word	over	
a	number.	I	just	want	to	share	one	paragraph	from	the	book.	"This	is	
not	about	numbers,	doing	these	numbers	versus	doing	those	
numbers.	This	is	about	reaffirming	the	primacy	of	words	over	the	
claims	on	our	attention	made	by	numbers.	Reaffirming	the	primacy	
of	relationships	over	the	claims	of	transactions.	Reaffirming	the	
primacy	of	nutrition,	over	the	claims	of	cheap	calories.	Reaffirming	
the	primacy	of	places	over	the	claims	of	markets.	Reaffirming	the	
primacy	of	generations	and	seasons	over	the	claims	of	milliseconds	
and	algorithms.	Reaffirming	the	primacy	of	putting	back	in,	over	the	
claims	of	taking	out."		

	 Here's	a	little	closer	look	at	one	of	the	MC	Escher	prints.	Another	one	
coming	right	up.	One	of	my	principle	takeaways	when	looking	at	
these	figure	ground	images,	is	the	lesson	that	we	should	avoid	false	
either/or	choices.	It's	not	about	urban	or	rural.	It's	not	about	black	or	
white.	It's	not	about	you're	a	technophile	or	a	Luddite,	or	you're	for	
economic	growth	or	against	economic	growth.		

	 Ian	Schumacher,	who	wrote,	"Small	is	beautiful,"	famously,	said	
once,	"If	everything	were	small,	I'd	be	arguing	in	favor	of	big."	The	
point	being	this	is	about	balance.	The	problem	we	have	today	is	that	
the	economy,	the	investment	community,	what	we're	taught	to	do	
with	our	money,	we're	taught	to	believe	that	everything	has	to	be	
faster	and	faster,	bigger	and	bigger,	more	and	more	global.	I	think	
most	of	us	know	deep	down,	or	many	of	us	know	deep	down,	that	
there	needs	to	be	the	counterbalance.	There	needs	to	be	the	small,	
and	the	slow,	and	the	local,	if	we're	going	to	be	happy.	It's	not	about	
choosing	one	or	the	other,	it's	about	making	sure	we	have	both.	

	 What	the	heck?	Here's	another	picture	of	Jack	Laser,	I	love	him.	Small	
is	beautiful	indeed.	Do	we	think	the	country	would	be	better	off	if	we	
had	100	Butterworks	Farms,	100	one	million	dollar	yogurt	
companies,	scattered	across	the	land,	or	if	we	had	another	100	
million	dollar	organic	yogurt	company.	Again,	we	want	to	avoid	
either/or	false	choices,	but	I	think	we	have	all	the	money	is	moving	
towards	the	next	100	million	dollar	yogurt	company.	Of	course,	Slow	
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Money	is	moving	towards	the	next	100	Jack	Lasers,	if	we	would	ever	
be	so	lucky.		

	 There's	another	beautiful	example	of	small,	Zoe	Bradbury	in	Langula,	
Oregon.	Just	to	give	you	a	rough	idea,	these	slides	are	here	to	give	
you	a	rough	idea	of	small	food	enterprises,	how	small	is	small?	
There's	no	definition	exactly.	I	mentioned	before	the	Laser's	and	
Butterworks	Farm	earn	about	a	million	dollars.	Zoe,	and	her	sister,	
and	her	mom	are	grossing	about	$250,000	from	approximately	10	
acres	or	so	of	diversified	organic	production,	in	rural	Oregon.		

	 How	are	we	going	to	get	money	to	these	small	food	enterprises?	
What	we've	been	doing,	until	the	last	few	years,	is	just	getting	people	
in	a	room,	as	we've	said	before,	people	get	to	know	each	other.	They	
develop	trust,	a	direct	relationship,	and	then	money	flows.	That	is	a	
very	beautiful	process.	It's	also,	it's	inefficient.	That's	part	of	the	
beauty	of	it.	That	said,	we'd	like	to	find	ways	to	kind	of	tweak	it	a	
little	bit,	see	if	we	can	just	add	little	bits	of	structure	to	the	process,	
that	can	help	more	people	be	involved.	

	 True	to	the	name	of	the	book,	here's	Soil,	Slow	Opportunities	For	
Investing	Locally,	a	permanent	non-profit	revolving	fund,	making	0%	
loans	by	majority	vote	of	members,	to	local	organic	farms	and	small	
businesses	that	bring	their	food	to	market.	Now,	I'm	going	to	stay	on	
this	slide	for	a	second.	I	want	you	to	hear	how	this	is	playing	out	in	
Boulder.		

	 The	same	model	has	been	used	for	the	last	few	years	in	the	
mountains	in	Colorado	and	Carbondale.	There,	there's	a	club	called	
The	2	Forks	Club,	the	number	two	and	the	word	forks,	for	the	North	
fork	of	the	Gunnison,	and	the	Roaring	Fork	River.	You	can	check	
these	things	out	on	the	web,	obviously.	In	Boulder,	we've	taken	the	
same	model	and	we're	calling	it	Soil.	The	beautiful,	I'm	sorry	I	keep	
using	the	word	beautiful,	I	hope	you	share	my	views	that	at	least	
we're	trying	to	be	beautiful.	It's	a	good	target	to	shoot	for.		

	 One	of	the	most	beautiful	parts	of	this	is	that	we	have	people	
donating	any	amount,	staring	with	$250,	and	the	largest	donor	so	far	
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has	put	in	$50,000.	We've	raised	about	$250,000	from	approximately	
100	members.	If	you're	a	farmer,	you	can	come	in	for	$25.	It's	
important	for	you	to	hear	that	too.	Then	the	punch	line,	if	you	will,	is	
that	we're	making	loans	by	majority	vote	of	members,	one	person,	
one	vote,	whether	you	put	in	$25,	if	you're	a	farmer,	or	$250,	or	
$50,000.		

	 Then	by	majority	vote,	we're	making	0%	loans,	and	the	money	is	
donated.	You	get	a	tax	deduction	when	you	put	it	in,	that's	your	only,	
"return."	This	is	about	building	something	slowly	for	the	long-term,	
for	the	benefit	of	the	community,	and	the	local	food	system,	and	the	
soil.		

	 In	Boulder,	our	target	is	$250,000	a	year,	coming	in	from	about	150	
people.	We	haven't	quite	achieved	that.	It's	taken	us	a	few	years	to	
get	going.	We'll	keep	you	posted,	and	I'm	also	pleased	to	report	that	
a	few	other	places,	Charlottesville,	Virginia,	Durango,	Colorado,	
Portsmouth,	New	Hampshire,	and	a	few	others,	are	starting	to	adopt	
this	model,	and	setting	up	small	Soil	groups	in	their	communities.	

	 I	know	it's	a	little	highfalutin	to	be	putting	our	little	campaign,	0%	For	
Soil,	next	to	1%	For	Peace,	which	is	the	old	Ben	and	Jerry's	campaign,	
and	1%	For	The	Planet,	which	was	launched	by	Patagonia,	and	now	
has	so	many	wonderful	companies	involved	with	it.	We	love	those	
efforts	and	respect	them	greatly.	Adapting	it	for	Soil,	we're	making	
0%	loans,	so	0%	For	Soil.	We	have	a	few	playful	taglines,	Because	
We're	All	In,	is	one	of	them.	The	other	one	is,	Because	The	Difference	
Between	1%	and	0%	is	100%.	

	 These	next	several	slides	just	give	you	an	idea,	bringing	all	this	down	
to	earth	means	who's	getting	the	money.	Here's	some	samples	of	
small	food	enterprises	in	Colorado,	mostly	in	the	Boulder	area,	that	
have	gotten	0%	loans	in	the	run	up	to	the	formation	of	Soil.		

	 You	can	see	from	these,	the	preceding	was	a	$43,000	loan,	and	you'll	
see	the	amounts	range	from	tens	of	thousands	to	a	few	thousand	
dollars,	as	we	go	through	these.		
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	 Revision	is	an	NGO,	that's	developing	a	food	co-op	in	a	food	desert	in	
Denver.	Mark	and	Kenna	Guttridge	at	Olin	Farms	in	Longmount,	farm	
11	acres,	and	do	all	manner	of	community	outreach,	children,	
education,	farm	to	table	dinners,	a	wonderful	small	food	enterprise.	
The	community	is	very	lucky	to	have	them.	

	 I	mentioned	The	2	Forks	Club	in	Carbondale,	this	was	the	first	0%	
loan	that	we	made.	It	was	a	$23,500	loan	to	a	four	acre,	certified	
organic	vegetable	and	flower	farm	in	Peonia.	It's	on	the	western	
slope	of	Colorado,	so	that	they	could	buy	a	used	refrigerated	truck.		

	 Harper	and	Christian	were	farming	in	Carbondale,	when	this	first	
$7,500	loan	was	made	to	them	three	or	four	years	ago.	They	have	
since	moved	to	a	larger	piece	of	land,	and	are	developing	a	thriving	
organic	farm	business.	

	 This	is	a	really	exciting	project	in	Fort	Collins.	It's	a	multi-stakeholder	
co-op,	that's	been	organized	to	hold	farm	land	for	the	community	
and	lease	it	to	organic	farmers.	It's	still	in	the	early	stages.	As	it	
progresses	and	if	it's	as	successful	as	it	looks	like	it's	going	to	be,	we	
hope	this	is	a	model	that	can	be	replicated	elsewhere.		

	 All	right,	now	we're	going	to	shift	gears.	We've	looked	at	the	inside	of	
the	book,	somewhat	earlier,	but	now	I'm	going	to	do	more	extended	
reading.	A	couple	passages	of	prose	and	some	of	poetry.	You	will	
note	that	there's	some	playful	verbiage	on	the	cover	of	the	book.	I	
did	realize,	after	it	was	finished,	that	there's	a	name	for	my	writing	
style,	and	it	is	lively	serious,	the	opposite	of	deadly	serious.	I	can't	
think	of	anything	much	more	important	than	taking	a	little	of	the	
deadly	seriousness,	the	making	a	killing	part,	out	of	discussions	of	
finance,	and	money,	and	whatnot.	There's	a	lot	of	wordplay	in	the	
book,	up	to	and	including	poetry.	You'll	see	the	subtitle	here,	Of	
Earthworms,	Billionaires,	Aha	Moments,	Mythic	Implications,	and	
The	Considerable	Virtues	of	Bringing	Our	Money	Back	Down	to	Earth,	
Not	All	Of	It	Of	Course,	But	Enough	to	Matter.	Lively	serious.		

	 Before	I	do	the	reading,	I	just	want	to	say	this	book	is	my	effort	to	
kind	of	reflect	back	into	the	public	a	lot	of	the	energy	of	the	
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conversations	that	we've	been	having	around	the	country	over	the	
last	10	years.	I've	learned	a	lot,	that's	the	Aha	Moments	part.	We've	
had	some	pretty	cool	public	aha	moments,	shared	learning	moments.	
I	just	think	a	final	part	of	what	Slow	Money	is,	is	this	nuanced,	
authentic	public	conversation	about	what's	broken	and	what	we	can	
do	to	fix	it.	Let's	forge	ahead	to	the	lively	seriousness.		

	 The	book	is	divided	into	two	parts,	Poetically	Incorrect	and	
Imagination.	This	is	the	table	of	contents.	Don't	try	to	read	the	small	
print.	I	just	wanted	you	to	see	the	two	parts	of	the	book.	The	book	
has	an	unusual	structure.	It	starts	with	a	20	page	poem,	and	it	goes	
through	a	few	hundred	pages	of	prose,	exploring	topics	of	finance,	
financial	return,	how	we	think	about	economic	growth	and	making	
money,	soil	fertility,	local	economies,	local	food	systems.	All	of	the	
things	that	one	would	consider,	as	we	think	of	new	ways	to	support	
local	farms.		

	 It	goes	from	the	poetry	to	that	prose,	and	then	ends	with	a	20	page	
photo	essay	of	the	farmers	and	chefs	in	Boulder	County,	which	is	
where	I	live.	The	actual	tenders	of	the	soil,	the	people	on	the	ground	
actually	doing	the	work.		

	 Because	the	book	has	an	unusual	structure,	starting	with	poetry,	
then	going	through	the	prose,	to	the	photography,	it	opens	with	a	
few	pages	called,	Note	To	The	Reader,	which	kind	of	gives	the	
overarching	kind	of	theme	of	the	book	and	approach	of	the	book.	I'd	
like	to	share	that	in	it's	entirety	with	you.		

	 "Note	To	The	Reader.	I'm	sad	as	hell	and	I'm	not	going	to	fake	it	
anymore.	Our	democracy	is	ebbing	and	carbon	is	flowing,	into	the	
atmosphere	that	is,	instead	of	back	into	the	soil	where	it	belongs.	I'm	
sad	as	hell	and	I'm	not	going	to	forsake	it	anymore,	poetry	that	is.	To	
be	sure,	quirky,	playful	poetry	is	an	idiosyncratic	response	to	100	
billion	dollar	arms	deals,	nuclear	uncertainty,	a	quadrillion	dollars	
worth	of	derivatives,	hunger,	obesity,	and	the	invasion	of	every	facet	
of	life	by	media	and	markets.	
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	 When	I	went	looking	for	a	meaningful	response	to	the	fakery	of	our	
current	predicament,	poetry	is	what	I	found.	It	turns	out	that	while	
you	can't	make	this	shit	up	and	the	truth	is	stranger	than	fiction,	
someone	really	did	make	this	shit	up,	history	is	a	nightmare	from	
which	we	really	do	need	to	awake,	and	poetry	may	be	truer	than	the	
realist	news.		

	 This	is	a	call	to	farms,	a	call	to	all	who	plant,	grow,	harvest,	eat,	hug,	
argue,	clink,	put	up,	squirrel	away,	fritter	away,	layaway,	and	
otherwise	regret	that	stability	and	community	went	that	away.	A	call	
to	gather	our	wits,	one	farm	at	at	time,	one	town	at	a	time,	one	
county	at	a	time,	one	watershed	at	a	time,	one	refusal	to	argue	
about	politics	at	a	time,	one	sleeve	rolled	up	at	a	time.		

	 Just	why	is	it	anyway,	that	the	economy	keeps	growing,	military	
spending	keeps	exploding,	drug	prices	keep	soaring,	the	stock	market	
keeps	lifting	off,	but	the	strength	of	our	marriages,	the	health	of	our	
kids,	the	vitality	of	our	Main	Streets,	and	the	fertility	of	our	soil	keep	
going	down.		

	 My	search	for	answers,	encouraged	by	conversations	with	thousands	
of	folks	around	the	country,	leads	me	to	explore	the	boundaries	
between	heart	and	mind,	between	finance	and	poetry,	between	
fiduciary	responsibility	and	free	range	imagination.		

	 Is	the	sky	really	falling	this	time?	It	has	fallen	before.	The	Holocaust	
and	Hiroshima,	the	assassinations	of	JFK,	RFK,	and	MLK,	the	war	in	
Vietnam,	Kent	State,	Watergate,	Black	Monday,	Enron,	9/11,	shock	
and	awe,	Bernie	Madoff,	the	Great	Recession.	Now	in	the	second	
decade	of	the	21st	century,	climate	change,	terrorism,	widening	
wealth	inequality,	and	fake	news	are	clamping	down	on	our	
consciousness.	We	need	to	discover	new	ways	to	bend	entropy,	
befuddlement,	and	violence	towards	beauty,	health,	and	peace.		

	 That's	what	bunches	of	us	have	been	doing	in	very	small	ways,	since	
2009,	in	tents,	barns,	theaters,	performing	arts	centers,	farmer's	
markets,	restaurants,	and	other	gathering	spots	in	scores	of	
communities	around	the	country,	and	a	few	in	Canada,	France,	and	
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Australia,	under	the	loose	banner	of	Slow	Money.	More	than	70	
million	dollars	has	gone	to	almost	700	small,	organic	food	
enterprises.	Yes,	we	are	putting	a	little	of	our	money	into	local	food	
systems,	but	what	is	driving	us	forward	is	something	more,	an	
impulse	towards	beauty,	health,	and	peace.		

	 There's	also	a	more	basic	impulse,	it's	the	impulse	to	be	real	
neighbors	rather	than	fake	neighbors.	Fake	meaning	our	cars	are	
parked	here,	our	kids	are	in	school	here,	we	shop	here,	our	roofs	are	
pounded	by	the	same	hailstorms,	but	most	of	our	money	is	doing	
God	knows	what,	God	knows	where.	Our	political	energies	are	
swallowed	up	by	national	and	international	shenanigans,	and	our	
bonds	as	community	members	are	wanting.		

	 As	this	volume	was	being	put	to	bed,	Richard	Haas,	President	of	the	
Council	on	Foreign	Relations	stated,	"We	just	have	to	face	the	fact	
that	our	government	isn't	working."	Add	to	this	what	Nobel	Laureate,	
Joseph	Stieglitz	said	a	few	years	back,	"We	aren't	fixing	the	structural	
problems	of	the	economy,	because	we	don't	know	what	the	
structural	problems	are."		

	 We	sense	that	macroeconomic	fixes	and	national	political	debates	
are	not	enough.	We	sense	that	what	we	are	being	fed	is	not	healthy.	
We	sense	that	our	cultural	compass	is	no	longer	reliable,	which	is	
why	we're	all	going	a	little	bit	crazy	right	now.	If	we	are	going	to	
change	course,	really	and	truly	change	course,	we	must	start	by	
standing	our	ground	against	things	dumbed	down,	watered	down,	
Twittered	down,	trickled	down,	and	hunkered	down,	against	things	
overly	politicized,	polemicized,	marginalized,	externalized,	
rationalized,	systematized,	professionalized,	fiscalized,	
intellectualized,	and	anti-intellectualized.		

	 In	this	pursuit,	I've	gone	poetically	incorrect,	because	I	harbor	the	
suspicion	that	deep	down,	deeper	down	than	the	Oglala	Aquifer	and	
the	deepest	recesses	of	fear,	millions	of	us	can	still	find	the	
wherewithal	to	allow	rhyme	to	flirt	with	reason	in	the	land	of	the	
free	and	the	home	of	the	peaceably	inclined."		
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	 In	the	last	section	of	prose,	I'd	like	to	read	today,	is	the	opening	of	
the	chapter	called	Return.	"Salmon	return,	boomerangs	return,	
Hindus	return,	when	things	work	out,	investments	return.	Letters	
with	insufficient	postage	return,	so	do	infections,	mosquitoes,	
prodigal	sons,	wandering	eyes,	sideways	glances,	the	hands	of	a	
clock,	circular	reasons,	not	quite	infinite	seasons,	pendulums,	
memories,	criminals	to	the	scenes	of	their	crimes,	and	stories	to	
where	they	left	off.		

	 Prior	to	the	advent	of	Colony	Collapse	Disorder,	bees	returned.	
Heroes,	real	and	mythic,	returned.	Odysseus,	Columbus,	General	
Douglas	MacArthur.	Too	many	winks,	verdicts,	and	tennis	serves	
have	been	returned	over	the	course	of	human	history	to	be	counted.	
The	same	goes	for	sweaters	after	Christmas.	As	long	as	there	have	
been	neighbors,	economists,	democratic	entanglements,	and	
governments,	there	have	been	many	happy	returns,	diminishing	
returns,	election	returns,	and	tax	returns.	

	 Through	it	all,	however,	through	all	these	physical,	spiritual,	
emotional,	postal,	historical,	mythical,	electoral,	recreational,	and	
commercial	goings	and	comings,	there	is	one	thing	in	our	infinite	
wisdom	and	pioneering	spirit	that	we	have	not	returned,	carbon."	

	 The	verse	of	poetry	I'm	going	to	share	with	you	contains	the	
thoughts,	the	interior	monologue	of	the	goddess	Symbiosis.	The	
setting	is	these	few	dozen	gods	and	goddesses	and	a	few	real	people	
have	got	together	near	the	Continental	Divide.	You	don't	know	for	a	
fact,	but	the	implication	is	they	haven't	been	together	for	thousands	
of	years.	All	that	happens,	the	only	events	of	the	poem	are	that	they	
come	together,	share	a	few	thoughts,	but	mostly	sit	in	silence	around	
the	fire.	The	poem	shares	their	thoughts.	One	of	the	god's	is	named	
Moolah	Mullah,	remember	lively	serious,	Moolah	Mullah,	Hermes,	
Zero	Chief,	Esgima.	They're	from	all	over	the	world,	from	different	
backgrounds,	different	cultures,	and	they've	come	together	to	see	
whether	they	can	save	mankind.	

	 Here	is	what	the	goddess	Symbiosis	is	thinking	while	she	sits	around	
the	fire.	"Then	sighed	Symbiosis,	north	of	thought	and	south	of	
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emotion,	her	inner	working's	word.	Echo	traded	stories	with	
memory,	whisper	of	sweet	nothing,	exchanged	secrets	with	
mysterious	attraction.	Everywhere,	two	sides	were	looking	for	no	
coin.	Route	exit	eight	and	colloidal	cadine,	concentration	and	
diffusion,	ultra	biological	and	fusion,	and	subterranean	collusion.	
Osmotic	acceptance	and	conjugal	embrace,	last	call	and	first	
impression.	Micorisal	make	believe,	and	microbial	commotion,	and	
then	some.	All	conspiring	on	fecundity's	behalf,	in	earth	as	it	is	in	
humus.		

	 Overly	mysterious,	and	underlie	obvious,	and	utterly	pervious,	as	if	
from	her	right	amygdala	to	left	a	curious,	fearless	arbitrage	of	light	
and	fight,	after	flowing	for	so	many	millennia	had	suddenly	ceased	
without	a	trace."		

	 True	to	contrarian	form,	I'm	going	to	end	today's	talk	with	the	very	
first	words	you	see	when	you	open	the	front	cover	of	the	book.	"If	it's	
true	that	we	are	what	we	eat,	may	it	also	be	true	that	we	are	not	
what	we	Tweet."		

	 There	you	have	it,	Slow	Money	from	the	poetry,	to	the	prose,	to	the	
deals,	to	slow	opportunities	for	investing	locally,	which	I	hope	will	
intrigue	you	as	a	model	going	forward.	It's	important	to	remember	
that	what	we're	doing	is	really	driven	by	grassroots,	self-organized,	
volunteer	led	collaboration,	community	action.	It	really	couldn't	be	
simpler,	just	groups	of	us	coming	together	to	make	small	loans	to	
local	farmers,	in	amounts	ranging	from	a	few	thousand	dollars	on	up.	

	 Could	it	be	simpler?	Unfortunately,	we	live	in	a	time	where	the	
simple	seems	complicated,	and	the	complicated	seems	simple,	but	
that's	a	whole	other	story.	For	today,	I'd	just	like	to	thank	you	for	
listening.	I	hope	some	of	the	spirit	of	what	we're	doing	has	come	
across	in	this	presentation,	and	I	hope	you'll	consider	joining	us	on	
rolling	your	sleeves	up	in	your	own	community.	Peace,	thanks.		

Marjory:	 Well,	there	you	go.	We've	got	a	new	form	of	investment.	Woody	says	
we	have	to	slow	money	down	and	bring	money	down	to	earth	and	I	
couldn't	agree	more.	The	whole	idea	of	exponential	gains	and	rapid,	
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fast	movement	is	really	burning	out	a	lot	of	things	and	of	course,	we	
all	know	that	our	agricultural	systems	are	destroying	our	soils.	So,	if	
you're	a	philanthropist,	whether	it's	on	a	large	or	small	scale	or	an	
investor,	have	an	endowment,	any	type	of	funding	that	you	would	
like	to	give	to	help	the	Slow	Money	Organization,	click	on	that	button	
to	the	right.	

	 Or	if	you	would	just	like	to	stay	on	their	mailing	list	and	learn	more	
about	the	activities	that	they're	doing	in	your	local	area,	click	on	that	
button	to	the	right	and	that	will	get	you	in	touch	with	Slow	Money	
and	Woody	Tasch	and	what	a	fine	organization.	I	just	really	am	very	
excited	that	this	kind	of	thing	exists	on	the	planet	and	we	definitely	
need	to	encourage	it	and	have	it	grow	more.	

	 Down	below	that,	of	course,	is	the	button	to	where	you	can	pick	up	
the	entire	summit	package.	You	could	own	this	presentation	along	
with	every	other	presentation	in	the	summit	and	support	an	
awesome	mission.	The	purpose	of	the	Grow	Network	is	to	stop	the	
destruction	of	the	earth	and	homegrown	food	on	every	table	is	our	
catalyzing	statement.	

	

	

	


