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“Beginners Guide to Bee Keeping” 
 

Anne-Marie “Dash” Miller 
 

Marjory:	 Hello,	and	welcome	to	the	Home	Grown	Food	Summit.	My	name	is	
Marjory	Wildcraft,	and	I'm	your	host.	This	Summit	is	brought	to	you	
by	The	Grow	Network,	and	we	are	a	community	of	people	that	are	
really	doing	stuff.	I	mean,	we	grow	food,	we	make	medicine,	and	you	
know	what?	We're	becoming	extraordinarily	healthy.	We're	also	
really,	really	important	in	all	of	our	neighborhoods.	And	I'm	so	glad	
that	you're	here	with	us.	

	 Now,	a	topic	that	comes	up	that	people	ask	me	about	all	the	time	is	
beekeeping.	Ann	Marie,	actually	her	friends	call	her	Dash,	everybody	
here	at	The	Grow	Network	calls	her	Dash,	has	started	beekeeping	
and	put	together	this	beginning	beekeeping	presentation.	I	thought	it	
was	very,	very	lovely.	For	those	of	you	that	have	never	kept	bees	and	
you	want	to	get	a	sense	of	what	it's	about,	Dash	really	shares	what's	
going	on.	

	 Here's	a	little	bit	about	Dash.	She	always	wanted	to	live	out	in	the	
country,	but	when	that	didn't	happen,	she	decided	to	bloom	where	
she	was	planted	on	a	suburban	third-acre	lot	in	Dallas,	Texas.	Now,	
Dash	grows	a	lot	of	the	food	for	her	family	on	that	lot,	including	tons	
of	veggies,	rabbit	meat,	eggs,	and,	of	course,	honey.	Dash	has	very	
little	money	to	work	with,	so	she's	an	expert	at	thinking	outside	the	
box	and	making	something	out	of	nothing.	I	think	you'll	really	
appreciate	that	in	the	swarm	box	that	she	shows	you	here.	I	was	like,	
"Oh,	my	gosh,	that's	ingenious."	

	 Dash	is	a	first	child	of	God,	and	hopes	to	glorify	Him	with	all	that	she	
says	and	does.	Her	urban	homestead	has	become	the	epicenter	of	an	
active	community	and	a	wonderful	demonstration	of	how	to	grow	
food	in	an	urban	area.	
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	 Now,	when	I	was	a	young	girl	growing	up,	I	grew	up	in	Florida,	
actually	North	Miami,	Florida,	and	we	had	bees.	Took	over	part	of	
our	house,	and	then	we	ended	up	moving	them	into	hives.	As	a	
young	girl,	and	this	is	early	middle	school,	my	sister	and	I,	we	had	the	
job	of	taking	care	of	the	bees	and	then	extruding	the	honey	and	
bottling	it	up.	We	sold	it	at	the	flea	markets	on	the	weekends,	and	
that's	how	I	made	my	little	tween	age	pocket	money	for	quite	a	few	
years.	So,	I	absolutely	really	love	bees.	People	who	come	to	visit	me	
now	say,	"Hey,	Marjory,	where	are	your	bees?"	And	I	say,	"You	know	
what?	I've	got	something	better."	

	 So,	watch	this	presentation	with	Dash,	and	at	the	end	of	it,	I'll	tell	you	
what	I	have	that's	actually	better	than	bees.	But	bees	are	super	
lovely,	and	they're	a	lot	of	fun.	Watch	this.	Dash	does	a	really	great	
job	of	helping	people	who	are	brand	new	beginners	get	a	real	sense	
of	what	it's	like	to	deal	with	bees.	

Dash:	 Hi.	Dash	here	from	Bloom	Where	You're	Planted	and	if	you're	
watching	this	video,	then	you	are	probably	interested	in	beekeeping	
on	some	level.	I	have	been	beekeeping	for	four	years	and	I	am	here	
to	tell	you	it	is	the	most	fascinating,	exhilarating,	amazing,	rewarding	
thing	that	I	have	ever	done	in	my	life	but	I	thought	beekeeping	would	
be	one	way	before	I	was	a	beekeeper	and	then	when	I	became	a	
beekeeper,	I	learned	that	it	was	a	little	bit	different	than	what	I	
thought	it	would	be.		

	 I	had	some	misconceptions	about	beekeeping	and	I	want	to	clear	
those	up	for	you	and	show	you	the	realities	of	beekeeping	and	then	
we're	going	to	talk	about	what	you	need	to	start	with.	There	are	two	
hive	designs	that	are	popular.	We're	going	to	talk	about	those	and	
the	advantages	and	disadvantages	to	both.	Then	we're	going	to	talk	
about	the	basic	equipment	that	you're	going	to	need	no	matter	
which	hive	you	choose	to	get	you	started	on	the	right	food.	Then	
hang	on	till	the	end	because	I'm	going	to	show	you	how	to	build	a	
swarm	trap	that	will	bring	the	bees	to	you.	

	 All	right.	The	realities	of	beekeeping.	Before	I	became	a	beekeeper,	I	
had	one	thought	about	it	would	be	like	and	then	it	was	very	different	



  
 

 5 

than	I	what	I	thought	it	was	going	to	be.	Some	of	the	misconceptions	
I	had,	the	first	one	is	I	thought	that	I	would	get	these	bees	and	I	
would	install	them	in	the	hive	and	I	honestly	thought	that	would	be	
the	hardest	part,	getting	them	in	the	hive	and	getting	them	to	stay.	
Then	I	thought	I	would	just	walk	away	and	they	would	do	their	thing	
and	I	would	come	in	the	springtime,	in	the	fall	and	I	would	harvest	
the	honey	for	my	homestead	and	I	would	be	a	beekeeper.		

	 I	totally	underestimated	the	time	it	would	take	to	be	a	successful	
beekeeper.	I	totally	underestimated	the	amount	of	time,	the	amount	
of	frequency	that	I	would	need	to	check	in	on	the	hive.	Why	am	I	
having	to	check	in	on	the	hive	so	much?	Because	especially	if	you	
have	a	top-bar,	you	need	to	check	every	week	on	those	building	
periods	in	the	spring	because	your	bees	could	cross-comb.	Let	me	
show	you	what	that	is.	When	you	have	a	top-bar,	the	bees	are	
building	on	this.	They're	building	their	comb	down	on	this	bar,	hence	
the	name	top-bar.		

	 What	they	can	do,	though,	is	if	they	don't	think	you	have	enough	
space	between	these	bars,	instead	of	building	on	the	bar	straight,	
they	build	diagonally	to	give	themselves	more	space.	You	come.	You	
say	you've	left	your	hive	for	a	few	weeks	and	you've	come	to	harvest	
some	honey	or	check	on	them	and	you	try	to	life	one	of	these	out	
and	the	comb	breaks	and	it's	a	sticky	mess.	It	falls	down	in	the	hive	
and	you	got	a	real	mess	on	your	hands.	That	is	one	reason	a	
beekeeper	needs	to	check	on	their	bees	every	week,	especially	if	you	
have	a	top-bar.	I	was	not	expecting	to	have	to	check	on	these	critters	
every	week.		

	 Then	another	reason	you	want	to	check	on	them	is	because	one	time	
I	had	a	Langstroth	hive.	I	worked	with	those	two	and	I	put	my	hive	in	
there,	I	installed	them,	I	caught	one	in	a	swarm	trap,	I	installed	them	
in	the	Langstroth	hive.	I	came	back	three	weeks	later	and	opened	the	
lid	and	there	was	a	huge	hive	beetle	infestation.		

	 Yep.	We	still	have	a	huge	problem.	Oh	my	gosh.		
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	 If	I	had	left	those	bees	for	maybe	even	two	or	three	weeks	longer,	
they	might	have	totally	died	out	or	absconded	the	hive	because	the	
hive	beetle	infestation	was	so	great.	As	you	can	see,	there	are	
problems	that	happen	that	you	can	help	the	bees,	you	can	work	with	
but	if	it's	left	for	a	long	stretch	of	time,	you	can	really	get	into	
trouble.	They	can	get	into	trouble.	I	totally	underestimated	the	
amount	of	time	it	would	take	and	the	frequency	that	I	would	need	to	
work	with	these	amazing	insects.	That's	one	of	the	realities	of	
beekeeping.		

	 My	next	misconception	was	that	I	could	never	get	stung.	I	could	just	
laugh	and	laugh	and	laugh	about	that	because	I	have	gotten	stung.	
It's	just	a	part	of	beekeeping.	One	time	I	actually	had	a	bee	come	
under	my	veil	and	I	felt	it	climb	up	my	neck	and	into	my	ear	canal.	
Yeah.	That	kind	of	unhinged	me	and	yeah,	it	stung	me	there	and	I	had	
to	work	putting	up	everything,	I	had	to	close	the	hive	with	this	bee	in	
my	ear	squirming	around.	Yeah.	Being	stung	is	just	part	of	
beekeeping.	It's	going	to	happen,	hopefully	not	in	your	ear.		

	 There	is	such	a	disconnect	between	those	bees	that	you	see	out	in	
the	flowers	and	the	bushes	so	peacefully	gathering	nectar	and	pollen	
and	then	when	you	become	a	beekeeper,	you're	entering	their	home	
and	you're	stealing	their	food	source	and	you're	moving	their	kids	
around.	Imagine	if	somebody	broke	into	your	home	and	started	
stealing	your	food	and	messing	with	your	kids.	You	would	defend	
yourself,	wouldn't	you?	That's	the	same	with	bees.	It's	such	a	
disconnect	between	those	peaceful	insects	that	I	saw	out	in	the	
flowers	that	I	loved	as	a	kid,	I	loved	to	sit	and	watch	for	hours	and	
even	catch	them	in	my	hands	and	watch	them	and	look	at	them.	
Then	when	I	became	a	beekeeper,	I	was	expecting	that	peaceful	
insect	and	it's	a	different	thing	when	you're	breaking	in	their	home	
and	you're	stealing	their	food.	They	are	going	to	defend	themselves	
and	they're	going	to	go	for	your	eyes	because	if	a	bear	attacked	their	
hive,	they	know	go	for	the	eyes	and	the	nose	and	that's	going	to	
dissuade	them	the	fastest.	Yeah.	That	was	definitely	a	reality	of	
beekeeping	that	I	learned.		
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	 There's	one	more	thing	I	want	to	point	out	that's	a	reality	of	
beekeeping	that	was	really	confusing	to	me	is	was	when	I	was	
beginning,	I	would	see	people	on	the	internet	in	videos	and	they	
would	be	working	their	bees	with	nothing	on,	a	tee-shirt,	flip-flops	
and	that	confused	me.	It	made	me	think	I	could	do	that,	too.	Usually,	
though,	now	that	I'm	wise	about	bees,	I'll	go	on	those	videos	and	I'll	
look	where	are	they	from?	Usually	ti's	somewhere	up	north	and	for	
various	reasons	beekeeping	down	south	is	just	not	the	same	as	in	the	
northern	states.	The	bees	down	south	are	more	aggressive	so	don't	
see	somebody	on	a	video,	you	don't	know	where	they're	coming	
from,	working	their	bees	without	protection	and	think	you	can	do	
that,	too.		

	 I	actually	have	learned	that	I	am	allergic	to	bees	so	that	was	really	
disappointing	but	as	I	got	stung,	I	started	getting	more	of	a	reaction	
until	I	got	a	systemic	reaction	and	so	now	when	you	see	me	in	the	
videos,	you're	going	to	see	me	in	full	garb	and	that	is	because	I'm	a	
little	bit	allergic	to	bees.	It	doesn't	dissuade	me	because	I	am	hooked.	
These	are	fascinating	creatures	and	this	is	so	rewarding	that	I	just	
can't	turn	back	now	so	I'm	just	going	to	be	careful.		

	 The	next	misconception	I	had	was	that	I	would	get	lots	and	lots	of	
honey.	It	took	me	two	years	of	my	hive,	setting	them	in	there	and	my	
hive	building	up	before	I	ever	got	a	drop	of	honey	because	this	is	the	
bee's	food,	too,	and	if	they're	building	and	they're	getting	started,	
they	need	that	honey	and	so	you	can't	have	it	for	a	while.	Yeah.	
People	would	ask	me,	"Are	you	getting	lots	of	honey	and	can	I	have	
some?"	Everybody	wants	some	honey	but	yeah.	It	was	a	while	before	
I	actually	got	that	yummy	taste	of	honey	but	it	made	all	the	more	
worth	it	when	I	finally	did	get	my	first	honey	harvest.		

	 Then	the	last	misconception	about	what	beekeeping	is	really	like	was	
I	thought	that	I	would	need	to	have	a	lot	of	room,	maybe	a	place	out	
in	the	country,	a	field	where	they	would	have	plenty	of	food	source	
and	I	found	that	not	to	be	true.	I	have	three	hives	and	they're	all	in	
back	yard,	not	a	lot	of	space.	We	just	put	them	in	the	corner	of	the	
backyard	and	they	just	come	out	and	they	go	over	the	fence.	They	
don't	mess	with	my	pets	or	my	children.	They	just	exist	nicely	there	
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and	I	honestly	think	that	in	the	city,	they	might	have	more	of	a	food	
source	than	in	the	country	because	of	all	the	beautiful	landscaping.	
I'm	in	Dallas,	Texas	so	the	beautiful	landscaping	that	is	done,	they	
actually	I	think	have	a	lot	of	flowers	to	work	with.	That	was	definitely	
something	that	I	was	excited	to	learn.		

	 All	right.	That	clears	up	some	misconceptions	that	most	people	have	
about	beekeeping.	I	wanted	to	be	honest	with	you	and	tell	you	the	
realities	of	it.	Now	we're	going	to	get	into	what	you're	going	to	need.	
What	type	of	hive	do	you	want	your	bees	to	be	in?		

	 In	this	video,	this	is	us	working	one	of	our	top-bar	hives	and	the	
advantages	to	the	top-bar	hive	are,	first	advantage,	they	can	be	very	
inexpensive	to	build.	The	hive	that	I	have	is	truly	a	work	of	art	and	
that's	kind	of	fun	because	it	can	be	a	work	of	art	and	that's	kind	of	
fun.	My	hive	is	so	fancy	just	because	my	brother-in-law	has	mad	
carpentry	skills	and	loves	me	and	now	he	also	loves	beekeeping	and	
he	is	my	beekeeping	buddy	now	so	it's	nice	to	have	him	alongside	
me.	I	do	have	a	friend	that	uses	scrap	lumber	to	build	his	top-bar	
hives	very	simply	for	almost	no	cost	to	him.	You	can	make	it	as	simple	
or	as	sophisticated	as	you	want.		

	 The	second	advantage	to	building	in	a	top-bar	hive	is	some	people	
say	the	top-bar	hive	is	a	more	natural	option	for	the	bees	because	
they	can	choose	their	own	bee	space	and	their	own	comb	size	just	
like	they	would	build	in	a	natural	hollow	cavity.	Some	people	believe	
that	you'll	have	healthier	bees	and	less	pests	if	you	put	them	in	a	top-
bar	hive.		

	 Another	advantage	is	my	top-bar	hive	is	lifted	up	off	the	ground	on	
legs	and	so	it's	in	my	chicken	yard	and	so	the	chickens	work	the	earth	
under	it	and	they	totally	take	care	of	small	hive	beetles	problem	for	
me.	I've	never	seen	a	small	hive	beetle	in	my	hive	that	I	have	in	my	
chicken	yard	and	they	don't	bother	the	chickens.	The	chickens	don't	
bother	the	bees	but	yeah.	No	small	hive	beetles,	which	is	unheard	of,	
especially	because	I	have	it	in	the	shade.	They're	more	prevalent	in	
the	shade	so	that's	an	advantage	for	sure.	Another	advantage	is	with	
the	top-bar	hive,	there's	no	heavy	lifting	of	boxes	full	of	bees.		
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	 Okay,	now	the	disadvantages	to	a	top-bar	hive,	cross-comb.	It's	so	
frustrating.	Bees	are	much	more	likely	to	build	their	comb	all	wonky	
and	I	explained	what	cross-comb	was	earlier	in	the	video.	Because	of	
this,	you	have	to	check	on	the	top-bar	hive	more	often	and	so	it's	
more	of	a	time	commitment	on	your	part	if	you	have	your	bees	in	a	
top-bar	hive.	Another	disadvantage	is	it's	hard	to	expand.	You	just	
have	that	top-bar	space	to	work	with	so	once	they	fill	that	space	up,	
you	have	to	manage	them	to	keep	them	from	swarming.		

	 Another	disadvantage	it's	harder	to	harvest	the	honey	and	you	have	
to	remove	the	whole	comb	and	crush	it	and	strain	it	on	a	top-bar	
hive.	The	bees	have	to	work	much	harder	to	build	new	honeycomb	
after	you	have	harvested	the	honey.	As	a	result,	you	probably	get	less	
honey	with	a	top	bar	hive	and	you	need	to	leave	more	honey	for	
them	because	it	takes	a	lot	of	honey	to	build	that	new	comb.	Then	
another	disadvantage	is	the	comb	can	break	off	if	not	handled	
properly	and	especially	it's	weak	in	the	heat,	in	those	hot	Texas	
summers.	Those	are	the	disadvantages.		

	 Now	for	the	Langstroth	hive.	The	advantages	to	the	Langstroth	hive	is	
you	can	just	order	a	kit	and	you	can	put	it	together	easily	and	get	
started.	You	don't	have	any	real	control	over	the	price	but	it's	easy	to	
get	started.	No	building	skills	required.	If	you	have	a	hammer	and	a	
nail	and	glue,	you	can	handle	that.	In	a	Langstroth	hive,	another	
advantage	is	there's	much	less	chance	of	them	crossing	the	comb,	
building	diagonal	because	you've	got	those	frames	in	there	and	after	
all,	Mister	Langstroth	who	invented	the	bee	space	in	a	Langstroth	
hive,	so	it's	named	after	him,	and	they	like	that	bee	space	and	so	
they	build	very	straight	in	a	Langstroth	hive.		

	 Another	advantage	is	the	honey	harvest	is	much	easier	and	it's	less	
work	for	the	bees.	When	you	harvest	those	frames	out	of	a	
Langstroth	hive,	you	could	just	put	them	in	a	honey	extractor	and	
spin	them	and	get	the	honey	out	and	then	you	could	just	put	that	
comb	right	back	there	for	the	bees	to	fill	up	again	so	it's	a	lot	less	
work	for	you	and	the	bees.	Another	advantage	is	it's	easier	to	expand	
the	hive.	You	can	just	keep	adding	boxes	on	top	to	give	your	bees	
more	room.	That's	a	big	advantage	and	it's	also	uniform,	meaning	
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other	beekeepers	are	working	with	the	exact	same	measurement	of	
boxes	and	frames	that	you	are	so	you	can	help	each	other	out.		

	 My	top-bar	hive,	I've	built	21	inches	across	which	is	the	same	as	the	
frames	in	a	Langstroth	hive	so	I	can	take	my	top-bar	to	help	out	my	
Lang	hive	but	I	can't	take	anything	from	the	Lang	hive	and	help	out	
my	top-bar.	I	don't	know	if	that	makes	sense	but	it	does	help,	if	
you're	working	with	both,	if	you	make	your	bars	the	same	width	
across	as	the	frame	in	a	Langstroth	or	a	Langstroth	box.		

	 Now	for	the	disadvantages	to	the	Langstroth	hive.	It's	just	so	
unoriginal.	What	can	I	say?	It's	a	white	file	cabinet	of	bees	basically.	
Although	you	can	art	it	up	if	you	want,	that	helps.	Then	the	second	
disadvantage	is	it's	heavy	lifting.	When	you're	lifting	a	box	full	of	
buzzing	bees	or	a	box	full	of	honey,	it's	heavy	and	so	if	you've	got	a	
back	problem	or	if	you're	slight	in	stature,	then	you're	going	to	
probably	need	a	beekeeping	buddy,	somebody	to	work	the	bees	with	
you	which	is	not	a	bad	thing.	I	enjoy	it	a	lot	more	along	with	a	friend	
but	if	you're	going	to	work	your	bees	yourself,	then	you're	going	to	
have	some	heavy	lifting.	Then	you	definitely	want	to	be	able	to	get	
your	truck	or	your	four-wheeler	backed	up	to	wherever	you	Lang	hive	
is	because	you're	going	to	want	to	take	that	box	and	I	put	it	on	a	
truck	or	some	sort	of	transportation	to	get	it	out.		

	 Okay.	Then	also	when	you	have	to	change	the	bottom	board	from	a	
solid	to	a	screen	bottom	board	to	give	them	more	ventilation	in	the	
summer,	you	have	to	lift	all	of	those	boxes	off	to	change	it	and	it's	
very	hard	to	do	by	yourself.	Those	are	some	disadvantages	to	a	
Langstroth	hive.		

	 No	matter	which	hive	style	you	choose,	you're	going	to	need	some	
basic	beekeeping	equipment.	The	first	one	is	you're	going	to	need	
your	bee	suit.	This	is	a	full-body	protective	bee	suit.	I	think	it	protects	
you	the	best.	Because	I	have	an	allergy	to	bees,	this	is	great	for	me.	
However,	my	cameraman	wears	just	a	veil,	a	separate	veil	with	a	long	
sleeve	white	shirt	and	thick	pants	but	he's	not	allergic	to	bees	and	
he's	not	going	to	be	in	there	getting	into	them	like	I	am.	They	also	sell	
a	jacket,	a	one-size	bee	jacket	with	a	veil.	I	really	do	like	that.	If	I	were	



  
 

 11 

not	allergic	to	bees,	I	would	purchase	that	because	it's	so	nice	to	be	
able	to	just	be	out	in	the	field	and	you're	done	with	your	bees	and	
you	can	just	take	the	jacket	off.	Its'	just	easier	than	the	one-piece	
thing.		

	 Okay.	The	next	thing	you're	going	to	need	is	your	gloves.	You're	going	
to	need	bee	gloves	to	work	with	your	bees	and	definitely	go	for	the	
little	bit	more	expensive	goat	leather	gloves	because	I	started	out	
with	the	canvas	gloves	and	the	bees	stung	right	through	them	and	it	
wasn't	pretty.	Definitely,	goat	leather.	Goat	leather.		

	 Then	you're	going	to	need	a	hive	too.	This	is	going	to	be	your	best	
friend.	This	is	for	prying	up	those	frames	and	lifting	them	out	because	
the	bees	are	going	to	stick	everything	together	with	propolis,	which	is	
kind	of	like	bee	caulking.	You're	going	to	definitely	need	this	and	I	
would	add	also	a	good	serrated	knife,	a	long	knife.	You	can	cut	the	
propolis	out.	You	can	cut	the	comb	away	from	the	side	of	the	top-bar	
so	definitely	I	always	use	this	almost	every	time	I	get	into	the	hive.		

	 Then	you're	going	to	need	a	brush	of	some	sort.	They	sell	bee	
brushes.	I	just	had	a	brand	new	paint	brush	that	had	never	been	used	
and	I	just	decided	to	use	that	so	this	is	what	I	use.	Then	last	but	not	
least,	you're	going	to	need	a	smoker.	What	happens	when	you	smoke	
the	bees	is	it	tells	them,	"Oh,	there's	a	fire	nearby.	The	smoke	is	
blowing	our	way,	our	tree	is	next."	They	run	inside	the	hive	and	they	
start	drinking	honey,	which	takes	the	attention	off	of	you,	so	this	is	
very	important.	Definitely	get	yourself	a	smoker.	

	 All	right.	Then	you	might	nerves	of	steel	because	it	was	a	little	bit	
hard	for	me	to	get	used	to	the	sound	of	the	bees	buzzing.	That	was	
one	thing	that's	hard	for	me	to	get	used	to.	It	helps	if	you	can	get	
somebody	to	work	with	you	that	has	worked	with	bees	before	or	you	
can	work	someone's	hive	that's	had	bees	to	really	get	used	to	that	
because	you'll	see	them	being	calm	and	they	know	what	they're	
doing	and	they'll	just	help	you	just	get	used	to	it	before	you	crack	
into	your	own	hive.	Then	if	you're	like	me,	you	might	need	to	put	a	
little	chewable	Benadryl	in	your	pocket	just	in	case.		
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	 By	this	time	you	probably	realize	that	beekeeping	can	be	a	very	
expensive	hobby.	Once	you've	bought	your	hive	body	and	all	your	
equipment	or	built	it	with	a	top-bar,	you're	shelling	out	quite	a	bit	of	
money	potentially.	Then	you	still	have	to	get	the	bees.	If	you	have	a	
Langstroth	hive,	if	you've	decided	on	that	style,	then	you're	going	to	
need	to	purchase	a	nuke.	What	this	is,	it's	called	a	nucleus	hive	and	
what	it	is	is	it's	just	a	box	with	an	entrance	right	here	and	frames	
inside,	five	frames.	They	will	be	full	of	bees	and	they	will	have	a	
queen	in	there.	These	are	bees	that	have	been	working	and	they	will	
have	established	comb	and	brood	and	you	just	take	the	frames	and	
you	install	them	into	your	Langstroth	box.	A	nuke	will	be	about	$250.	
This	is	what	you	need	for	a	Langstroth	hive.		

	 For	a	top-bar	hive,	of	course	you	can't	take	this	frame	and	put	it	in	a	
triangular	shape	so	you	can't	use	a	nuke	for	a	top-bar	hive.	What	
you're	going	to	get	for	a	top-bar	hive	is	you're	going	to	get	a	package	
of	bees.	This	is	kind	of	fun	because	you	get	it	mailed	to	you	or,	in	my	
case,	the	UPS	man	brought	it	to	me.	He	was	pretty	shaken	up	about	
it.	He	wanted	to	get	rid	of	it	as	fast	as	he	possibly	could.	Inside	the	
package	of	buzzing	bees,	yeah,	it's	just	filled	with	bees	buzzing	and	
then	there	will	be	inside	a	little	cage	with	a	queen	in	it.	You	will	take	
this	package	of	bees	and	you	will	dump	it	into	your	top-bar	hive.		

	 Then	you	will	hang	the	queen	just	inside	on	one	of	the	frames	and	
that's	kind	of	another	video	on	how	to	install	a	package	but	I	just	
wanted	to	show	you	just	what	it	was	that	you're	going	to	need	to	
purchase.	A	package	will	be	about	$150.	That's	how	much	mine	was.	
I	have	lots	of	videos	on	my	YouTube	channel	and	my	blog	showing	
you	me	installing	the	package	and	installing	a	swarm	so	you	can	go	
and	watch	those	and	really	get	a	good	idea	of	how	to	do	it.	I	just	
wanted	to	give	you	some	idea	of	how	to	get	your	bees.		

	 The	day	to	order	bees	is	January,	believe	it	or	not,	the	middle	of	the	
winter	because	a	lot	of	sellers	sell	out	so	you	have	to	reserve	your	
bees	and	then	of	course	they	send	them	in	springtime	but	you've	got	
to	purchase	them	and	reserve	them	ahead	of	time.	I	know	you	guys	
are	watching	this	in	spring	so	you	have	already	missed	the	date	
probably	to	get	a	nuke	or	a	package	of	bees.	That's	okay.	Don't	worry	
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about	it.	Spend	that	time	taking	a	bee	course.	That	is	very	valuable.	
Spend	that	time	reading	about	bees.	Spend	that	time	contacting	
somebody	who	has	bees	and	get	your	suit	and	go	work	their	bees	
with	them	and	make	sure	it's	something	that	you	want	to	do	and	it's	
something	that	you're	going	to	enjoy	and	you	want	to	invest	that	
time	into	and	that	money	into.		

	 If	you're	a	little	crazy	like	me	or	just	can't	wait	for	next	year,	next	
January	to	order	your	bees,	then	build	a	swarm	trap	with	me	and	
attract	the	bees	to	you.	This	swarm	trap,	you	can	bring	free	bees	to	
you.	I	have	done	it	four	times.	I	have	caught	a	swarm	four	times	in	
this	trap	so	it's	definitely	an	effective	way	to	get	bees.	It's	
inexpensive.	You	don't	need	any	special	building	skills	to	do	it	and,	
like	I	said,	it's	worked	for	me	four	times	already.	Let	me	show	you	
how	to	build	your	own	swarm	trap	to	attract	the	bees	to	you.		

	 All	right.	Let's	build	a	swarm	trap	together	to	get	free	bees.	See	what	
I	did	there?	Free	bees.	Okay.	The	first	thing	you're	going	to	need	is	
some	paper	pressed	plant	pots	and	I	got	mine	from	the	
GreenhouseMegastore.com.	They	were	$3.50	each	so	I	got	four	of	
them	because	I	wanted	to	do	two	swarm	traps	to	put	up	for	spring.	
What	you're	going	to	want	to	do	next	is	you're	going	to	want	to	
waterproof	them,	so	you	want	to	get	some	Thompson's	sealer.	You	
can	spray	them	or	you	can	paint	it	on.	I	painted	my	Thompson's	
water	sealer	on	just	to	waterproof	them	from	the	elements.	Then,	
put	these	aside.		

	 The	next	step	depends	on	if	you	are	going	to	put	your	bees	in	a	top-
bar	hive	or	a	Langstroth	hive.	If	you're	going	to	put	them	in	a	top-bar	
hive,	you	want	to	put	these	in	your	swarm	trap.	These	are	your	top-
bars	so	you	want	to	take	a	few	of	those	for	that.	If	you're	going	to	
have	a	Langstroth	hive,	you're	going	to	want	to	put	in	frames	
because	the	whole	idea	of	this	is	you're	going	to	take	these	right	out	
of	the	swarm	trap	and	put	them	down	into	your	Langstroth	hive	box.		

	 Then	you're	going	to	want	to	drill	holes.	If	you're	using	top-bar	you	
want	to	find	a	center	place.	Normally	I'd	measure	the	center	but	I'm	
just	going	to	do	it	right	now	for	you	guys.	You	want	to	drill	all	the	way	
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through.	A	little	bit	off	there.	Let	me	drill	this	side,	too.	Okay.	You	
want	to	drill	a	hole	in	each	of	your	top-bars	or	just	you're	going	to	
want	to	...	If	you're	using	a	Langstroth	frame,	you're	going	to	want	to	
do	the	same	thing.	You're	going	to	want	to	find	your	center	point	and	
drill	your	hole	just	through	your	foundation	there.		

	 I'm	going	to	put	the	wire,	I'm	going	to	weave	it	through	these	and	I	
would	do	four	of	them	and	then	push	the	wire	through.	Okay.	I'm	
going	to	bring	it	around	on	top	of	them.	I'm	trying	to	keep	them	
level.	I'm	just	going	to	twist	it	and	I'm	going	to	use	this	part	of	the	
wire	to	be	my	handle,	so	I'm	going	to	bring	that	around.	I'm	going	to	
twist	it	around	here.	I	wish	I	had	brought	my	pliers	out	but	I	think	you	
guys	get	the	idea.	We're	going	to	twist	this	around	here	to	make	
something	we	can	hang	it	by	and	then	we're	going	to	install	it	in	our	
swarm	trap.	We're	just	going	to	put	it	in	here,	put	it	in	there	and	
voila.	That's	going	to	keep	the	frames	up	at	the	top	where	we	want	
them	and	we're	going	to	hang	out	swarm	trap	by	this	wire	right	here.		

	 Then	the	next	thing	we	want	to	do	is	take	some	screws.	Oh,	first,	I'm	
sorry.	Before	we	put	it	together,	you	want	to	make	sure	to	plug	these	
holes	up.	I	use	wine	corks	to	plug	each	one	up	and	a	little	bit	of	glue	
to	keep	them	in	there	but	you	can	also	use	expanding	foam	if	you	
want	to.	You're	going	to	leave	one	out	because	this	is	going	to	be	
your	entrance	hole	right	here.	You	want	it	facing	downwards	and	
then	all	the	others	on	this	end	are	plugged	up	and	then	all	of	the	
ones	on	this	pot	are	plugged	up	with	corks.		

	 Okay.	Then	we're	going	to	install	our	top-bars.	There	we	go.	Then	
we're	just	going	to	attach	it	together.	Use	some	screws.	Just	attach	it	
together.	Now	remember,	wherever	you	put	screws,	you're	going	to	
have	to	unscrew	with	bees	in	it	so	you	don't	want	to	put	too	many	
but	just	so	you	can	get	it	together	so	that	you	can	use	your	
expanding	foam.	The	first	time	I	did	it	I	used	Gorilla	Glue.	That's	kind	
of	an	expensive	option	but	it	worked.	I	stuck	it	together	and	it	
expanded	so	it	was	weatherproof.	You	can	also	use	expanding	foam	
to	seal	this	seam	up.	All	right.		
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	 After	you've	done	that,	you	have	to	bait	your	hive.	Let	me	show	you	
one	already	made	and	we'll	bait	it	together	for	our	bees.	This	is	the	
part	that's	a	key	to	it.	The	bait	to	getting	your	bees	to	come	to	is	and	
where	to	place	the	swarm	trap,	there's	a	lot	of	importance	in	that	so	
pay	attention	to	this	part.		

	 Here	is	a	swarm	trap	that's	already	been	done	with	the	expanded	
foam.	We've	got	the	corks	in	it.	It's	all	ready	to	go.	Then	we're	going	
to	bait	it.	What	you're	going	to	need	to	bait	it	with	is	first	you're	
going	to	need	a	water	bottle	and	we're	just	going	to	cut	the	end	off.	
We're	going	to	use	this.	Then	what	you're	going	to	need	is	a	Glade	
Scentsy	refill	and	when	you	get	it,	get	whatever	scent	you	want.	I	got	
vanilla	but	then	you're	going	to	take	it	apart	when	you	get	it	home	
and	you're	going	to	take	out	all	the	pieces,	the	little	wicking	piece,	
and	you're	going	to	rinse	them	out,	pour	out	the	scent	and	you	are	
going	to	rinse	them	out	and	you're	going	to	soak	them	in	rubbing	
alcohol	for	a	few	days.		

	 Then	when	you've	got	them	all	without	any	scent,	you've	got	them	
all	soaked,	you	are	going	to	take	some	lemongrass	oil	and	you're	
going	to	drop	about	10	or	15	drops	of	lemongrass	oil	into	your	Glade	
Scentsy	refill.	It	smells	very	much	like	the	pheromone	of	a	queen	bee	
and	this	is	what's	going	to	attract	the	bees	to	your	swarm	trap.	Then	
you're	going	to	put	the	wicking	thing	back	in	and	that	lemongrass,	
the	smell	of	that	lemongrass	is	just	going	to	whiff	in	the	spring	breeze	
and	attract	those	bees	to	your	swarm	trap.	All	right.	

	 We're	going	to	put	this	in	here	to	attach	it	to	the	outside	of	the	
swarm	trap	but	one	problem	I	found	with	this	is	it	fills	with	water.	
First,	we're	going	to	do	some	drainage	holes	in	this.	I'm	going	to	do	
three	drainage	holes	in	this.	Okay.	The	water	gets	out	and	then	when	
we	put	our	scent	in	there,	we	want	it	to	be	stable.	We	don't	want	it	
to	fall	out	while	we're	hanging	our	swarm	trap	or	anything.	I'm	going	
to	use	some	tape,	some	strong	tape.	I'm	using	Gorilla	Glue	tape.	I'm	
just	going	to	fold	it	over.	I'm	going	to	stick	it	in	the	bottom	of	that.	
I'm	going	to	try	not	to	cover	up	my	drainage	holes	that	I	just	drilled.	
I'm	going	to	kind	of	clump	it	up	in	the	bottom	and	then	I'm	just	going	
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to	take	my	Glad	refill	scents	and	I'm	just	going	to	stick	on	there	so	it'll	
stay	on	there	when	I'm	hanging	the	swarm	trap	up.		

	 Then	I'm	going	to	take	it	and	I'm	going	to	put	a	thumbtack	in	it.	You	
could	probably	also	use	a	screw	and	I'm	just	going	to	put	it	on	my	
swarm	trap.	Here's	the	entrance	hole	so	I'm	just	going	to	put	it	right	
above	the	entrance	hole.	There	you	have	it.	There	your	swarm	trap	is	
ready	to	hang	in	a	tree.	I	just	attached	a	rope	to	the	hanger	here	and	
I	threw	the	rope	over	a	limb	and	I	just	put	it	up	there	and	I	tied	the	
rope	to	the	tree	and	just	let	it	be	and	it	took	one	week	and	I	had	
bees.	It	was	on	Easter	Sunday.	It	was	so	exciting.	The	whole	church	
came	out	to	see.	Everybody's,	"Dash	has	bees	in	her	trap,"	and	
everybody	came	out	to	see.	It	was	so	exciting.	That	was	the	first	
swarm	I	ever	got	and	it	just	took	one	week.	The	second	one,	also	one	
week	and	I	had	bees.		

	 There	is	a	little	trick	on	where	to	put	it.	I	had	noticed	that	there	had	
been	an	old	bee	tree.	There	were	no	longer	bees	in	it	but	once	upon	
a	time	when	we	first	started	the	church,	I	remember	sitting	and	
watching	the	bees	coming	and	going	before	I	ever	dreamed	I	would	
be	a	beekeeper.	They	were	coming	and	going	out	of	this	tree	and	so	I	
said,	"Okay,	this	is	the	place	I	need	to	put	that."	Even	though	there	
were	not	bees	anymore	in	it,	an	old	bee	tree	or	some	place	where	
you've	seen	bees	before,	even	if	they've	come	and	established	
themselves	in	somebody's	home	and	they've	had	that	removed,	you	
can	try	that.		

	 I	think	it's	good	on	a	treeline	by	a	water	source,	maybe	a	creek.	This	
happened	to	be,	I	put	my	swarm	trap	up,	like	I	said,	an	old	bee	tree	
on	a	treeline	by	a	creek	and	it	was	perfect.	It	is	some	trick	to	where	
you	put	it	but	I	just	found	that	key	place.	I	have	had	other	friends	put	
them	up,	use	the	same	design,	put	them	up	and	they	are	catching	
their	swarms	right	and	left.	That's	it.	That's	how	o	attract	free	bees	to	
you.	

	 You	want	to	put	your	trap	up	in	early	spring	when	the	bees	are	
swarming	in	your	area.	For	me,	that's	March,	April	and	even	May	but	
for	northern	climates	it	might	be	a	little	bit	later.	I'm	not	sure	so	



  
 

 17 

whenever	the	bees	are	swarming	in	your	area,	you	want	to	have	it	
up.	Then	once	it's	full	of	buzzing	with	bees,	you	just	take	the	rope,	
you	lower	it	down.	Put	on	your	suit	first,	make	sure	everybody's	
protected.	Lower	it	down	and	you	want	to	plug	it	up	and	you	know	
what.	This	is	kind	of	a	whole	different	video	is	taking	those	bees	from	
your	swarm	trap	and	installing	them	into	your	top-bar	or	your	
Langstroth	hive.		

	 You	can	go	to	my	YouTube	channel	Bloom	Where	You're	Planted	or	
you	can	go	to	my	blog,	BloomWhereYourePlanted.com,	and	you	can	
see	videos	where	I	have	lowered	my	swarm	traps,	it	was	so	exciting,	
and	brought	the	bees	in	the	van	to	the	hive	and	taken	out	the	bees	
and	installed	them	in	the	hive	which	can	be	kind	of	complicated	
depending	on	whether	they	build	on	those	frames	that	you	have	
provided	for	them	or	the	top-bars	you	provided	for	them	or	whether	
they	build	in	the	back	of	the	hive.	That's	what	happened	to	me	once.	
They	totally	skipped	all	the	beautiful	frames	that	I	had	provided	for	
them	and	they	built	in	the	back	of	the	hive	and	so	I	had	to	remove	all	
that	and	wire	in	specially	and	put	it	in	my	hive.	I've	got	videos	of	all	
that	if	you	want	to	visit	my	channel	and	see	how	to	do	that.		

	 Another	way	to	catch	some	free	bees	is	if	somebody	calls	you	and	
says,	"We	have	a	swarm.	Do	you	want	to	come	get	it?"	That	
happened	to	me	this	last	spring.	What	I	like	to	keep	on	hand	is	just	
order	a	nuke	box	and	this	is	just	a	corrugated	cardboard	box	and	you	
want	to	have	the	five	frames	inside	and	I	just	simply	went	with	this.	I	
have	a	video	about	that,	too,	so	it's	a	little	bit	more	complicated	than	
simply	went.	I	went,	I	collected	the	swarm	into	this	box	and	sealed	it	
up	and	took	it	home	and	installed	them	in	my	hive.	Definitely	visit	my	
site	and	join	me	on	my	beekeeping	adventure.		

	 As	you	can	see,	beekeeping	is	just	a	fascinating	hobby.	It's	so	amazing	
and	rewarding	and	once	you	start,	man,	you'll	be	hooked.	You	won't	
be	able	to	turn	back.	They	are	amazing	insects	and	I	hope	I	cleared	up	
for	you	some	misconceptions	that	something	people	have	about	
beekeeping.	I	certainly	thought	it	would	be	different	than	it	actually	
is	so	I	wanted	you	to	go	into	a	realistic	picture	of	how	much	time	
commitment	it	takes	to	really	be	a	successful	beekeeper	and	the	
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frequency	that	you're	going	to	need	to	check	on	that	hive	is	probably	
more	than	you	thought	it	would.	We	went	over	the	two	different	
styles	of	hives	you	can	choose,	the	top-bar	or	the	Langstroth.	I	hope	I	
cleared	that	up	for	you.	You	can	choose	which	one	would	be	best	for	
your	bees	in	your	situation.	Then	the	basic	equipment	you'll	need,	
done	forget	the	good	bee	suit,	gloves	and	smokers.	Those	things,	no	
matter	which	hive	you	choose,	you're	going	to	need.		

	 I	hope	I	cleared	up	for	you.	I	was	confused	about	how	I	would	
purchase	my	bees,	what	I	would	need	so	a	nucleus	with	five	frames,	
a	nuke	goes	in	a	Langstroth	and	then	a	package	you'll	buy	to	install	in	
your	top-bar	and	both	of	those	will	set	you	off	to	a	good	start	but	
those	have	to	be	ordered	in	January.	I	know	you're	seeing	this	in	
spring	so	if	you	can't	wait,	then	build	a	swarm	trap	and	I	think,	like	I	
said,	I	have	caught	four	swarms	in	that	trap	and	my	friends,	using	the	
same	design,	have	been	catching	bees.	I	wish	you	good	luck	with	it.	
Hope	for	the	best	for	you	so	you	can	get	started	on	your	own	
beekeeping	adventure.		

	 To	be	honest,	the	bees	really	need	our	help	right	now.	They	are	being	
attacked	by	some	very	recent	pests,	parasites	and	along	with	those	
pests	come	some	very	bad	viruses	and	diseases	and	they	are	
crippling	our	best	pollinators	and	our	honey	source.	I	hope	that	you	
will	be	encouraged	to	get	into	this	fun,	fascinating	hobby	and	also,	at	
the	same	time,	help	out	our	honeybees.	Thanks	for	watching.	I'll	see	
you	later.	Bye.		

Marjory:	 All	right,	so	I	teased	you	at	the	very	beginning	that	I	had	something	
better	than	bees.	By	the	way,	wasn't	Dash's	presentation	just	
awesome?	You	know,	I	just	love	her	bubbly	enthusiasm	and	just	her	
get	it	done	style	without	...	A	lot	of	us	don't	have	a	huge	amount	of	
budget.	

	 Anyway,	when	I	was	growing	up,	we	had	bees,	as	I	said,	and	now,	I	
have	something	better.	What	that	is	is	I	have	a	neighbor	who	has	
bees,	and	so	I	trade	rabbit	meat	and	vegetables	and	things	like	that	
for	my	neighbor's	honey	as	well	as	his	...	He	makes	goat	cheese,	so	
love	that	situation,	and	that's	one	of	the	other	reasons	we	really	harp	
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on	community	so	much.	It's	so	important.	It's	really	hard	to	grow	
everything,	truly,	and	having	other	neighbors	who	are	growing	some	
to	trade	with	is	so	important.	

	 Anyway,	Dash	has	more	videos	on	how	to	catch	a	swarm,	and	
actually	how	to	take	them	from	that	swarm	trap	and	put	them	into	a	
hive,	and	a	whole	lot	of	other	wonderful	information.	You	can	get	in	
touch	with	that,	and	see	all	the	videos	that	Dash	has	by	clicking	that	
button	on	the	right.	Bloom	where	you're	planted,	connect	up	with	
Dash.	Really,	really	wonderful	person,	and	certainly	if	you're	in	that	
north	Texas	area,	I	know	Dash	would	love	to	hang	out	with	you.	

	 And	the	button	down	below,	that,	of	course,	you	can	own	this	
presentation	as	well	as	all	the	other	30-something	presentations	that	
we	have	by	clicking	the	button	down	below.	That	also	supports	the	
work	of	The	Grow	Network.	I	don't	know	if	you've	noticed.	We	don't	
have	any	real	outside	advertisers.	This	is	a	user-supported	
community.	When	you	pick	up	that	whole	set	of	Summit	
presentations,	not	only	will	it	get	mailed	to	you	on	a	USB	so	it's	on	
your	computer	...	I	know	a	lot	of	us	are	preppers,	and	we	want	to	
have	that	information	on	our	own	computer,	just	in	case.	Shh.	We	
don't	tell	everybody	that.	We're	kind	of	like	closet	preppers.	But	pick	
up	the	Summit	package,	and	you'll	have	it,	and	you'll	be	doing	a	
really,	really	awesome	thing,	supporting	this	work	and	supporting	
this	movement	of	getting	more	home-grown	food	and	home	
medicine	back	in	the	home	where	it	belongs.	

	 Okay.	This	is	Marjory	Wildcraft.	We've	got	a	bunch	of	other	
presentations	out	there.	After	you've	picked	up	your	Summit	
package,	come	back	and	join	me,	and	we'll	do	another	one	together.	

	

	

	


