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Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:40 a.m.

MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship): Wednesday - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

"Helping God Make Disciples for Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World"
-Don't Miss ItMark your Calendars!
September
5th – Back to School
Service of Blessing
7pm @ Stadium
12th – MYF Kick-off @
5:30pm
October
24th – MYF Fall Festival

The other day I attended a regular meeting of pastors in the
Hallettsville area. In addition to other business we had to take care
of, we took time for some Bible Study. Here is the text we studied:
Colossians 3:12-17 (NLT) 12 Since God chose you to be the holy
people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted
mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make
allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the
peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you
are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 16 Let the message about
Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the
wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful
hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through him to God the Father.
Though all of us who were there that day have done our share of studying Greek
and Hebrew, and Church History and Christian Ethics and theology and more, it is
always such a joy to realize that when you get down to it, God’s Word is not just a
writing of things that happened a long time ago. God’s Word is alive. God’s Word
speaks to each of us in a very personal way right here, right now.
The pastors in the group agreed to try one of my very favorite forms of Bible Study.
This ancient form of Bible Study helps participants hear God’s Word in a very
personal way.
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This form of Bible begins with one person reading the scripture out loud 2 or
3 times. Then there are three questions.
The 1st question is: What word or phrase or idea caught your attention as you
listened to this scripture? Sometimes a word or phrase or idea catches your
attention because it is so interesting. Sometimes it catches your attention because
it is confusing. And more.
After each person has had a turn to answer, here is the 2 nd question: Why do you
think that word or phrase or verse caught your attention today? Each person
is invited to share their answer. There is often a good deal of discussion among
the group with this question.
And then comes the 3rd question: What do you think God is asking you to do
differently because of what you have heard here today? In other words:
What is God saying to you through this scripture?
You may have heard me describe this method of Bible Study before. If you happen
to attend our “All Ages informal Bible Study” on Sunday mornings at 9:45, you are
very familiar with this format.
I continue to talk about this because you do not have to be a Biblical scholar to get
something out of studying God’s Word. And even pastors who are Biblical scholars
(in progress) find this form of study meaningful, inspiring, and truly helpful.
At the beginning of a new school year, I invite and encourage you to make a
commitment to making Bible Study part of your daily routine. Try this 3-question
format with family or friends once or twice a week. God truly has a good word for
you.
BLESSINGS to YOU and YOURS!

Pastor Melanie
There are several open dates on the Flower Chart. If you are not currently
in the yearly rotation and would like to provide flowers or plants, please
call the church office or sign up on the chart in the church entryway.

Nursery Attendant
Needed for Sunday
Worship Services.
Please contact the
church office for more
information.
Administrative Board Meeting Highlights – July 2018
-Motion made and passed to purchase new computer for the office.
-Second signer is needed on church budget account. Motion made and passed
to add Brenda Hull to the account.
-Discussion was held about adding sound absorption panels in the Annex to
help with noise level. More research will take place on what can be done to
address this issue.
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ASL BIBLE STUDY
Would you like to learn sign language? Would you
like to brush up on a few sign skills you already
have?
You are invited to participate in a Tuesday evening ASL (American Sign
Language) Bible Study beginning September 11, 2018 from 5-6pm.

Welcome to our family!

Grady Reed Repka, son of Dennis and
Sara and brother of Parker, was baptized
on August 19.
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All Age Choir starting Saturday, September 8
led by our music program instructor, Aaron Boyd.
Time to be announced.
If you would like “to add your voice”,
please contact the church office.
Registration deadline is September 3.

Methodist Women’s Back to School Drive is a HUGE SUCCESS!
A BIG THANKS from the Methodist Women.
Thanks to our wonderful congregation for your
generous support for the School Supply Drive.
Thanks to you it was a success. We collected
almost $400 and two bins of supplies and
backpacks. Our morning in front of Walmart
helped, but it was mainly your loving attention that
made this possible. The supplies and monies
were taken to the elementary and junior high the
week before school started. We were greeted by
some teachers and administrators at both schools
who took our donations with enthusiastic
appreciation. We know the students' school year
started better because of you!

Blessing of Backpacks & Annual Hamburger Lunch
What a wonderful time we shared in worship on Sunday, August 19. Our youth band performed two wonderful
songs “Waves of Mercy” and “Ever Be”. We rejoiced in the baptism of our newest little brother in Christ Grady
Reed Repka. AND 35 kids and youth stood in front of the congregation as we prayed this prayer of blessing:
Gracious God, we lift to
you today, these students.
They stand here ready to
receive your blessings
and they commit
themselves to study and
learning in the school year
ahead. We ask your
blessing on each of them.
Further, we ask your
blessing on these
backpacks. They will hold
the school work of each
student and will be carried
from home to school and
back again. As these
students carry these
backpacks, may they be
reminded of the love and care of this congregation that surrounds them each school day.
We pray as well for the teachers and administrators and others who work in our schools. May they also be
sustained by your blessing. May they be reminded that this congregation embraces their call to service and
learning and surrounds them with love and care as well. We pray in the name of Jesus whom we seek to
follow day by day. Amen.
Following the prayer of blessing, each child and young person received a backpack tag with a reminder of this
congregation’s love and prayers for them. Special thanks to Christie Wheelock and to Dawn Jansky for your
creative efforts and planning to make this time special for everyone.
Following a joyful worship service, the congregation gathered in the Fellowship Hall for a delicious Back to School
Hamburger Luncheon. Hamburgers with all the trimmings, chips, and delicious desserts provided by congregation
members were enjoyed by all.
Many thanks to Head Chef Kenneth Swope and his fearless band of Sous Chefs: David Aiken, Bob Packebush,
and Nancy Furhken for this fine meal!

For the second summer in a row, all of our Hallettsville
FUMC Music School students presented their summer
recital out on the front lawn of the church. More than 100
people sat on chairs and laid on blankets to enjoy the
concert.
Students of all ages (4 through 70plus) worked hard all
summer long. On Thursdays, classes were held for
church members. On Fridays, classes were held for folks
from the community. Here is the program listing all of our
wonderful students and the music they performed:

Thank you God for this wonderful music of ministry that
blesses our church family AND blesses our community.
Thank you to all of our students for your hard work and
for your willingness to share your gifts and talents with
others.
Thank you parents and family members who support and
encourage these students. Thank you to Christie
Wheelock for constant organization, communication, and
coordination of this ministry and all of our ministries with
children and youth. Thank you to Dawn Jansky and

family for everything you did to make this recital/concert a success. Thank you to all who helped in the selection
and the success of our portable sound system.
What a joy to live the truth of this beautiful Psalm: Psalm 98: 4-9a (NLT) 4 Shout to the LORD, all the
earth; break out in praise and sing for joy! 5 Sing your praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and
melodious song, 6 with trumpets and the sound of the ram’s horn. Make a joyful symphony before the LORD, the
King! 7 Let the sea and
everything in it shout his
praise! Let the earth and all
living things join in. 8 Let the
rivers clap their hands in
glee! Let the hills sing out their
songs of joy 9 before the LORD.

Hallettsville Ministerial Alliance invites you to attend
A Community-Wide Service
BACK TO SCHOOL SERVICE OF BLESSING
WHO IS INVITED:











ALL students
school administrators
teachers
classroom workers
other school employees
family
friends
neighbors
all folks from our public schools, our parochial
schools, other private schools, and home schoolers

LEADERS:

ALL of the pastors in the community, Catholic, Protestant,
and non-denominationals have been invited to participate.

OUR PREACHER:

Rev. Nick Ferguson

WHERE:

Hallettsville Football Stadium

WHEN:

WEDNESDAY, September 5, 2018, at 7pm.

OUR PURPOSE:

It is our joy to give every child in our community the
opportunity to know and understand that God cares for
them and we care for them and that all of us want the very
best for each of them.

Please put this event on your calendars.
Make plans to attend.
You will be blessed.

Methodist Youth Fellowship
MYF Kick-Off
Wednesday, September 12 – 5:30-7pm
We will begin each evening with a meal and some outdoor play (when possible).
All ages will then gather in the sanctuary for music.
PreK (age 4) through 8th grade will meet
for interactive praise, worship, sermon, and learning.
Our high school youth will gather in their own space
for a lesson and fellowship time together.

Summer was a busy time with many events sponsored by our Methodist
Youth Fellowship group.
We began the summer with our Congregation and Community
Music Programs These classes started the first week of June
and continued every Thursday and Friday through the end of
July and finished with a bang at the Summer Music Recital on
August 3.
On July 16, 17 and 18 we held “Shipwrecked-Rescued By
Jesus” Vacation Bible School. Each evening approximately 27
children joined together for a meal, worship, songs, crafts and
outdoor fun. Thank you to all our youth leaders and certified
mentors and volunteers for making this happen.

The Jr. High youth got a little artsy with a
fun night “Painting & Pizza” on July 31.
Paula Patterson shared her talents with us
and helped everyone create their own “work
of art”!

An American Red Cross
“Babysitting Training” class
was held on August 6 in
the Fellowship Hall.
Twelve (12) participants attended the 6 ½ hour class. This
training is designed to help participants develop leadership
skills, build their business, help keep themselves and
others safe, help children learn how to behave and learn
basic child care and basic first aid. We received a
tremendous interest from the community for this class.
There were several names on a waiting list – however, we
were unable to secure another instructor. We hope to offer
this again next summer. Special thanks to Dick & Beverly
Nance and Brenda Hull for volunteering their time to be
present as safety policy certified adults at this day long
training.

