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Sunday School:  9:45 a.m.     Sunday Worship:  10:40 a.m. 
 

MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship): Wednesday - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

"Helping God Make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World" 
 

 

-Don't Miss It- 

Mark your Calendars! 
 

July 
 

13th – Jr. High Fun Night 
6-9pm in the FH 

 
31st – VBS 

5:30-7:30pm 
 

August 
 

1st & 2nd – VBS 
5:30-7:30pm 

 
2nd – Lunch & Learn 

11:30-1:30pm in the FH 
 

4th – Summer Music Concert 
7pm on the front lawn 

 
13th – Blessing of Backpacks 

& Back to School Lunch 

 
RULES FOR HOLY LIVING 

John Wesley was a priest in the Anglican Church – the Church of 
England in the 1700’s. Through a very interesting history of growing 
in what we call sanctifying grace (growing in holiness), he moved 
beyond the walls of the church to reach out to people who were not 
able to go to church.  

Specifically he reached out to the working poor, those who worked 12 to 14 hour 
days, 7 days a week. He got up on a box and preached as thousands and 
thousands of workers came out of work. He told them the good news of God’s love 
and forgiveness and acceptance through Jesus Christ. People lives changed 
dramatically.  

As people’s lives were changing, John Wesley realized that the preaching was 
really important, but it wasn’t enough. God’s people needed more, so they too 
could grow in holiness, grow closer in their relationship with God through Jesus. 
Wesley knew well what had helped him all his life, to meet regularly with like-
minded Christians for Bible Study, prayer, praising God and worship. 

And so he set about to organize people into two groups. The larger groups were 
“societies”. The smaller groups were “class meetings”.  The class meetings always 
had a leader. It was the leader’s duty:  (these are John Wesley’s own words for the 
rest of the article) 
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1. To see each person in his class once a week at least, in order: (1) to 
inquire how their souls prosper; (2) to advise, reprove, comfort or exhort, 
as occasion may require; (3) to receive what they are willing to give toward 
the relief of the preachers, church, and poor. 

2. To meet the ministers and the stewards of the society once a week, in 
order: (1) to inform the minister of any that are sick, or of any that walk 
disorderly and will not be reproved; (2) to pay the stewards what they have 
received of their several classes in the week preceding. 

It is therefore expected of all who continue therein that they should continue to 
evidence their desire of salvation, 

First: By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especially that which is 
most generally practiced, such as: 

 The taking of the name of God in vain. 

 The profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing ordinary work therein or 
by buying or selling. 

 Drunkenness: buying or selling spirituous liquors, or drinking them, unless 
in cases of extreme necessity. 

 Slaveholding; buying or selling slaves. 

 Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law with brother; returning 
evil for evil, or railing for railing; the using many words in buying or selling. 

 The buying or selling goods that have not paid the duty. 

 The giving or taking things on usury—i.e., unlawful interest. 

 Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation; particularly speaking evil of 
magistrates or of ministers. 

 Doing to others as we would not they should do unto us. 

 Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, as: 

 The putting on of gold and costly apparel. 

 The taking such diversions as cannot be used in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 

 The singing those songs, or reading those books, which do not tend to the 
knowledge or love of God. 

 Softness and needless self-indulgence. 

 Laying up treasure upon earth. 

 Borrowing without a probability of paying; or taking up goods without a 
probability of paying for them. 

 

Secondly: By doing good; by being in every kind merciful after their power; as they 
have opportunity, doing good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, to all 
men: 

 To their bodies, of the ability which God giveth, by giving food to the 
hungry, by clothing the naked, by visiting or helping them that are sick or 
in prison. 

 To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhorting all we have any 
intercourse with; trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine that "we 
are not to do good unless our hearts be free to it." 

 By doing good, especially to them that are of the household of faith or 
groaning so to be; employing them preferably to others; buying one of 
another, helping each other in business, and so much the more because 
the world will love its own and them only. 

 By all possible diligence and frugality, that the gospel be not blamed. 

 By running with patience the race which is set before them, denying 
themselves, and taking up their cross daily; submitting to bear the 
reproach of Christ, to be as the filth and offscouring of the world; and 
looking that men should say all manner of evil of them falsely, for the 
Lord's sake. 

 

Thirdly: (the way we say this today is: “Stay in love with God”) By attending upon 
all the ordinances of God; such are: 
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 The public worship of God. 

 The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded. 

 The Supper of the Lord. 

 Family and private prayer. 

 Searching the Scriptures. 

 Fasting or abstinence. 
 

These are the General Rules of our societies; all of which we are taught of God to 
observe, even in his written Word, which is the only rule, and the sufficient rule, 
both of our faith and practice. And all these we know his Spirit writes on truly 
awakened hearts. If there be any among us who observe them not, who habitually 
break any of them, let it be known unto them who watch over that soul as they who 
must give an account. We will admonish him of the error of his ways. We will bear 
with him for a season. But then, if he repent not, he hath no more place among us. 
We have delivered our own souls. 

Blessings to you dear ones. I am grateful for the privilege of this journey as we 
help each other grow in holiness. 

Pastor Melanie 

 
 
 

Worship Service Schedule 
July Greeter Liturgist A/V System Acolytes 

2 Alice Vickers Roddy Hobbs Kristin Marak Sophie/Ridge Walker 

9 Mary Ann Defibaugh Zelda Walker Brent/Blake Sitka Juliet/Emma Davenport 

16 Susan Housley Ray Housley Tullos Family Grace/Lora Parvin 

23 Mary Jane Swope Robert Lundy Dawn Jansky Danna Jansky/Kelly Catto 

30 Diane Repka Marvin Peterson Kristin Marak Rylan Marak/Lauren Lundy 

August     

6 Cate Siragusa Roddy Hobbs Brent/Blake Sitka Sophia/Ridge Walker 

13 Nancy Hunter Stephen Hunter Tullos Family Juliet/Emma Davenport 

20 Alice Vickers Zelda Walker Dawn Jansky Danna Jansky/Kelly Catto 

27 Mary Ann Defibaugh Robert Lundy Kristin Marak Grace/Lora Parvin 

 

 

Summer Music Concert 
 

August 4th at 7pm on the front lawn! 
 

Bring a blanket or lawn chairs and join us! 
 

Congregation and Community Music 
Students will perform. 

 
Pizza and Sno-cones to follow! 

 
Please RSVP to the church office for the meal. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Baptism of John Tyler Davenport 
 

 
 

Welcome to our newest little brother in Christ, John 
Tyler Davenport, baptized on Father’s Day. John 

seemed delighted with the experience. Blessings to 
John and his family. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
UM Army family camp was at work doing good over 
the fourth of July holiday. The MYF group provided 
breakfast tacos and donut holes for the hard 
working group of young people on their very last 
day.  Our youth were unable to participate this year 
because of the holiday, but it is our prayer that one 
of these days we too will get to participate in this 
great outreach ministry.  A big thank you to Pastor 
Melanie for making the early morning breakfast 
delivery to Cathedral Oaks. 

 
 
 



 

Annual Conference 
 

The Rio Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church was 
held in Corpus Christi, Texas, June 7-10, in Corpus Christi.  

Both First United Methodist Church and Mossy Grove United Methodist 
Church were very ably represented by the delegates you elected to serve. 
Many thanks to Stephen Hunter, Dawn Jansky, and our alternate Nancy 
Hunter from FUMC. Many thanks to David Aiken and alternate Sandra 

Aiken from Mossy Grove. 

This Annual Conference included both business matters and continuing education. For example, Pastors and 
elected delegates voted on the conference budget for the coming year. We also voted on a new Child, Youth and 
Vulnerable Adult Safety Policy.  

For continuing education, we were blessed to spend time with the Rev Dr. Adam Hamilton. His keen insights 
were as interesting in person as they are in the many. many books he has written. There were also breakout 
sessions on a variety of topics. 

About “Conferences” in the United Methodist Church:  In the United Methodist Church we organize 
ourselves and do the business of the church as conferences, in accordance with provisions of THE UNITED 
METHODIST BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, published every 4 years.  

There are different levels of conferences.  

Each congregation organizes as a church or a charge conference. At our yearly charge conference members 
of the Administrative Board and your pastor represent you. 

Groups of churches in a certain geographic area are organized as a district conference.  At our yearly district 
conference the delegates you elect to Annual Conference and your pastor represent you. 

All of the districts in a defined geographic area are grouped and organized as the Annual Conference.  The 
delegates you elect each year at charge conference and your pastor represent you. 

These conferences meet at least one time per year. 

Specific legal issues are dealt with by groups of Annual conferences around the world called Jurisdictional 
Conferences.  

All of the Annual Conferences and agencies of the United Methodist Church from all over the world are grouped 
and organized as General Conference.  

Jurisdictional Conferences and General Conference meet at least one time every four years. Delegates to 
Jurisdictional Conference and General Conference are elected at Annual Conference every four years. There is 
an equal distribution of both clergy and lay delegates to these conferences. 

 
 

Campus Ministry 

One of the young people of this church, Casey Jones, shared his testimony and 
the work that God calls him to do during worship on Sunday, July 2. Casey has 
been active at Sam Houston State University in a campus ministry called CHI 
ALPHA. He and his soon to be wife Layna plan to serve internships in CHI 
ALPHA beginning in September.  
 

Casey shared his journey from the faith of a child to a life-changing, maturing, 
deepening faith. This was made possible by the intentional ministry of one-on-
one relationships with another Christian, as well as small group ministry. Though 

CHI ALPHA is not specifically a United Methodist campus ministry, this approach to bringing people to Christ 
one-on-one and helping them connect is exactly the approach John Wesley took.   
 

CHI ALPHA requires interns to raise funds for their support for one year. Two funds are required.  
 

The first is a fund to help pay for required education and travel during their internship. The second is a sustaining 
fund (monthly pledges for one year) to provide their basic needs.  
 

Casey and Layna ask for your support, financially if you are able, and with your prayers as they begin this time in 
ministry. Pray for God to use them and bless them. Maybe God will be calling them to become United Methodist 
clergy one of these days??? 

 



 

Methodist Youth Fellowship  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Calling all Jr. High Youth!!!!!! 
 

Jr. High Fun Night 
 

Thursday, July 13th 
6-9pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Pizza, Ice Cream, Games & Crafts 
 

You are welcome to bring one friend! 
 

Please email or call the church office (798-2650) 
 to let us know you are coming!! 

 
 

 

 
  

 


