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Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:40 a.m.

MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship): Wednesday - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

"Helping God Make Disciples for Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World"
-Don't Miss ItMark your Calendars!
January
13th – New Member Class
12-2pm
19th – Game Day
9-12pm
February
6th - Lunch & Learn

Music Ministry
resumes classes on
Saturday,
January 12!

Happy 2019 everyone! I pray that God will grant the wonderful blessings we read
about in this scripture from:
Isaiah 65:17-25 (MSG)
close attention now:
I’m creating new heavens and a new earth.
All the earlier troubles, chaos, and pain
are things of the past, to be forgotten.
Look ahead with joy.
Anticipate what I’m creating:
I’ll create Jerusalem as sheer joy,
create my people as pure delight.
I’ll take joy in Jerusalem,
take delight in my people:
No more sounds of weeping in the city,
no cries of anguish;
No more babies dying in the cradle,
or old people who don’t enjoy a full lifetime;
One-hundredth birthdays will be considered normal—
anything less will seem like a cheat.
They’ll build houses
and move in.
They’ll plant fields
and eat what they grow.
No more building a house
17-25 “Pay
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that some outsider takes over,
No more planting fields
that some enemy confiscates,
For my people will be as long-lived as trees,
my chosen ones will have satisfaction in their work.
They won’t work and have nothing come of it,
they won’t have children snatched out from under them.
For they themselves are plantings blessed by God,
with their children and grandchildren likewise God-blessed.
Before they call out, I’ll answer.
Before they’ve finished speaking, I’ll have heard.
Wolf and lamb will graze the same meadow,
lion and ox eat straw from the same trough,
but snakes—they’ll get a diet of dirt!
Neither animal nor human will hurt or kill
anywhere on my Holy Mountain,” says God.
Happy New Year to you and yours dear ones!

Pastor Melanie
Nursery Attendant Needed
for Sunday Worship Services.
Please contact the church
office for more information.
Administrative Board Meeting Highlights – November 2018
-Pastor requested that CASA be allowed to use the Fellowship Hall without the
rental fee
-Request received from Tumbletown Booster to rent the Annex for drive thru
meal fundraiser – board voted No to use of Annex but Yes to use of Fellowship
for this purpose.
-We received a thank you for our gift to St. James Chapel in LaGrange.
-Pastor will be leading a Leadership Course at Cathedral Oaks and might
possibly have a 5 week course here at our church
-Lexi Tullos reported on Youth Mission Trip: December 12th Fundraising Meal,
Commitment forms are due on December 1st, Pizza Hut Profit Share Day and Tshirt fundraiser are also being planned.
-Trustees are still working on steeple repair.
-Pastor Evaluation due from SPRC.
-The Fall Coffee was very successful.

Our Christmas Eve Offering
Thanks to God and to your generosity we received a special offering of $980.
Half of this special offering is for Providence Place in San Antonio and the other
half for Methodist Children’s Home in Waco. The checks have already been
put in the mail. What a privilege to be able to bless these life-changing
ministries!
The “Nominated Officers and Committees for 2019” is included as an
insert or separate attachment to this Newsletter. This information can
also be found by visiting our website www.hallettsvillefumc.org and
looking under:
About Us – Administrative Board and Committees & Work Teams.
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Jackie Powell
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Grady Sanders
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Peggy Scherer
Kay Teaff
Geoffrey Seuser
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FLOWER CHART
There are several open
dates on the Flower
Chart. If you are not
currently in the yearly
rotation and would like
to provide flowers or
plants, please call the
church office or sign
up on the chart in the
church entryway.

“KNOW YOUR JOY
WORKSHOP”
FUMC-La Grange, Saturday,
January 26, 2019
This year Rev. Tommy Hays will be our keynote speaker. He is Founder and Spiritual
Director of Messiah Ministries. Join us and Tommy as we seek a deeper yearning for
God through prayer.
Arrival: 8:45 am - 9:00 am.
Welcome, Introductions, and Orientation: 9:00 am - 9:15 am
Breakout Sessions: 9:15 am - 10:30 am
Finance 101: Facilitator- Rick Dyke, What reports are Discipline required?
What numbers do we pay apportionments on? What are the responsibilities
of the Financial Secretary? For the Church Treasurer?
SPRC 101: Facilitator- Rev. Dr. Marcus Freeman, How to develop a Personnel
Policy? What are required reports? What is an Annual Evaluation of the
Pastor? What is an Annual Evaluation of the Church?
Lay Leadership 101: Facilitator-Sue Kratochvil, What does it look like to
engage and explore the ministries of the church? How does the laity work
with a pastor on developing a Vision or Mission Statement? Where to look for
training for the Laity? What can laity do when it comes to the sacraments?
Trustees 101: Facilitator-Clarence Littlefield, What does it mean to function
as a steward of what God has given us? What funds do the Trustees oversee?
What spiritual practices are available to the Trustees so that they can seek
attentiveness to God? What reports are required?
Church Government and Structure 101: Facilitator-Rev. Nancy Day, Learn the
responsibilities of the local church governing body. What is an effective
structure of local church government? What options of local church
government are available? What and when does the Church Council approve
various budget items? Who does the local Church Council answer to?
Being an Effective Liturgist 101: Facilitator-Allison Dredla, What does it take
to become an effective Liturgist? What preparation is needed before Sunday?
How to research and give a brief context on a given Scripture to be read? How
do we lead an appropriate prayer for the offering? For the prayers of the
people? How do we speak with a certain cadence for the responsive reading?
Break: 10:30 am- 10:45 am
Session 1: by Guest Speaker, Rev. Tommy Hays, “Developing a Culture of Prayer”
10:45 am - 12:15 am
Lunch: 12:15 pm -1:00 pm.
Session 2: by Guest Speaker, Rev. Tommy Hays, “Developing a Culture of Prayer, Part
2” 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Mission Trip Update by Lexy Tullos
During June 9 - 15, a team from the
Hallettsville First United Methodist Church
will be traveling to Sosua in the Dominican
Republic. Our week-long trip will focus on
assisting with the construction of church
facilities in the mornings and leading a
Vacation Bible School (VBS) for the local children in the afternoons. This is
a wonderful chance to minister to others and further our mission to “help
God make disciples for Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World”.
We have multiple fundraising opportunities in the works. Monday, January
7th, was a profit-sharing event with Pizza Hut. We received 25% of all
orders that mentioned “Youth Mission Trip” We are also selling t-shirts for
$15, contact a team member or the church office to order one. We are also
collecting shoes for reimbursement, if you have shoes you no longer wear
and would like to donate them, please bring them to the church.
This dedicated team of individuals has successfully raised over $7,000
toward the total cost of the whole trip, which is $24,000. If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation,
please contact the church office or a team member for more details.

Worship Service Schedule
December
Greeter
Liturgist
A/V System
Acolytes
Flower Chart
2
B.J. Metzler
R. Lundy
K. Marak
R. Marak & S. Walker
9
Youth
Youth
Youth
Youth
16
N. Hunter
S. Hunter
Sitka Family
G. & L. Parvin
23
B. Williams
R. Housley
Tullos Family
E. & J. Davenport
30
C. Siragusa
M. Peterson
D. Jansky
D. Jansky & L. Lundy
January
6
B. & E. Pakebusch
J. Cozza
D. Nance
K. & A. Caldwell
D. & C. Matula
13
D. & S. Taylor
L. Dyer
K. Marak
L. & W. Kram
Open
20
H. Sadler
R. Lundy
Sitka Family
L. Lundy & S. Walker
D. Repka
27
M.A. Defibaugh
B. Nance
Tullos Family
N. & T. Ploch
D. & J. Madden
February
3
S. Housley
R. Housley
D. Jansky
T. Phillip & C. Kostelnik
K. & M.J. Swope
10
M.J. Swope
J. Cozza
D. Nance
G. & L. Parvin
Open
17
D. Repka
L. Dyer
K. Marak
K. & A. Caldwell
S. & N. Hunter
24
B.J. Metzler
R. Lundy
Sitka Family
E. & J. Davenport
D. & B. Nance
March
3
N. Hunter
S, Hunter
Tullos Family
L. & W. Kram
N. Fuhrken
10
B. Williams
R. Housley
D. Jansky
D. Jansky & S. Walker
B.J. & B. Hobbs
17
C. Siragusa
M. Peterson
D. Nance
K. & A. Caldwell
J. & B. Allen
24
B. & E. Pakebusch
B. Nance
K. Marak
T. Phillips & R. Marak
J. & A. Zachary
31
D. & S. Taylor
J. Cozza
Sitka Family
N. & T. Ploch
A. & F. Ringo
Note: Flower Chart reminders will only be sent through regular mail to those who don’t receive emails.
NEW MEMBER CLASS – Sunday, January 13, right after worship, 12-2pm. Been thinking about
becoming a member of this congregation? No sure about becoming a member yet, but you
have some questions? Pastor Melanie will offer a class just for you. A light lunch will be
served at no cost. Children are welcome. Please let us know you’re coming so we can have a
lunch count.

The Music Ministry held its third Christmas
Program on December 8 in the sanctuary.
Thank you to everyone who came out and
supported this ministry! WOW – what an
awesome turnout!
Thank you to all of our students and the
people who support and encourage them.
Great job!
Following the recital, students and guests
gathered for a celebration luncheon. We
extend a special thank you to Ken and Mary
Jane Swope for preparing a delicious lunch
of King Ranch Chicken, Salad and Garlic
Bread.
Special thanks to our faithful and gifted
teacher Aaron Boyd sharing his gift of
music!

Caroling on the Square
A group of people from our congregation has been working for a while along with some other churches in
consultation with Rev. Karen Horan of our United Methodist Rio Texas Conference office.
Mary Jane Swope, Dick Nance, Beverly Nance, and Pastor Melanie have been meeting via Zoom with other
churches about our size. In total, we will meet each month for 9 months. The emphasis is to imagine new ways
to reach out to unchurched people in our area, to find new and nonthreatening ways to reach new people for
Jesus Christ. Our task is to plan two different experimental events with grants to cover costs from the
conference. The idea is to prayerfully and intentionally try something we have never tried before.
Our Christmas season event was the first ever Caroling on the Square. Our goal was to create an event that
would attract families with children. Because of our strong MYF program and remarkable support for that work
from all ages of our congregation, we have much to offer families in our community.
We have learned that we have significant pockets of folks in our community who have never experienced going
to church. They have heard of Jesus, but don’t really know what that is all about. So, we just did what our
consultant taught us. We reached out and gave it a try.
Many thanks to band members Dick Nance, Bob Vickers, Ray Housley, and Pastor Melanie who set up at the
gazebo and provided an opportunity for everyone to sing Christmas carols all evening. Our Methodist Women
provided delicious hot cocoa and plenty of cookies for all who attended. Christie Wheelock and others helped us
collect registrations for 4 great prizes: Wal-Mart gift cards – 2 - $25, 1 - $50, and 1 - $100. At least two of the
prize winners were kids from unchurched families.
The best attraction of all was the hay ride around the square. Dick Nance thought he would leave the band from
time to time to drive the hayride truck for folks who were interested. It turned out that once hayrides started, there
were riders ready to go for the rest of the evening.
The support that so many of you all showed by being present and participating in this fun night was truly
inspiring. Many, many people wondered out loud to us why nobody had ever done anything like this before.
Many have expressed hope that we will absolutely do this again next year!
Know that we will continue to do what we have been doing. We will continue to make this church building a
beautiful and safe and joyful place where worshipping God and following Jesus is our very first priority all the
time. In addition, we are learning, that there are plenty of people out there who don’t know the first thing about
what a church is or what a church does. They don’t have people in their lives who tell them that church would
change their lives forever.
They will never walk through our doors unless we go to them first – out there – out there in the world. They will
never walk through our doors unless we do the work it takes to just get to know them, to form relationships with
them, in neutral places, and safe spaces. After we get to know each other a bit, when we invite them, they may
not understand everything about why following Jesus is so good, but they will trust that we love and care for
them, and they might be willing to give us a try.
I invite everyone in this congregation to pray for the people who don’t know Jesus yet. Ask God to give each of
us opportunities to help others experience the life changing joy of his love in their lives too! And pray for us as we
do the work of a second event in the spring.
God bless you all!

Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF)
Hosts
Congregation Game Day
with Breakfast
Saturday, January 19
9-12pm
in the Fellowship Hall
Young or old or in between,
come & join in fellowship, food & fun!
Bring the whole family!

Methodist Youth Fellowship - RESUMES January 9
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF)
Wednesday evenings - 5:30-7pm
We begin each evening with a meal and some outdoor play (when possible).
All ages then gather in the sanctuary for music.
PreK (age 4) through 6th grades meet for interactive praise, worship, sermon, and learning.
Our 7th/8th grade youth and high school youth each gather in their own space
for a lesson and fellowship time together.
December - Our annual MYF Christmas Program was held on Sunday, December 9 during the worship service.
January – On January 19 we will have our annual GAME DAY! Come for breakfast
and stay for games and door prizes! Always a FUN time!
February – Service Project: Visit to Stevens Nursing Home
March – Service Project: Congregation Yard Cleanup & School Kit Assembly
April – Annual Easter Celebration

