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Sunday Worship: 10:40 a.m.

MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship): Wednesday - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
"Helping God Make Disciples for Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World"

-Don't Miss It-
Mark your Calendars!

January
10t — MYF resumes 5:30pm

13th — Music lessons resume

February
7th — Lunch & Learn
11t — Youth Sunday &

Congregation Appreciation
Lunch

Yard Signs
Please remember to
return your Christmas
Eve Service yard signs to
the church so we can use
them again next year.
Thanks to everyone who
displayed a sign.

Happy New Year dear ones! A

1
AWORD ¥
FROM THE

PASTOR

One of the most wonderful things | have experienced in the year
now gone — 2017 — is the privilege of seeing your ongoing spirit of
Christ like generosity. What a joy it has been to witness, from time
to time, just a few of your many acts of quiet kindness and
reassurance to those in need.

The kindness | have seen in individuals and in small groups of people in this
church bring feelings of deepest gratitude and assurance as | read these words
from scripture on the subject:

2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 (NLT) 8 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few
seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous
crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give
reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always
have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. ° As the
Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good
deeds will be remembered forever.” 1 For God is the one who provides seed for
the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase
your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. ! Yes, you
will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we
take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. 2 So two good things
will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will
be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God. 12 As a result of your
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ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and to all
believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And they
will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has
given to you. *® Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!

Not only do | feel inspired and reassured by acts of kindness and generosity on the
part of individuals and small groups of people in this church, | am deeply moved by
the privilege of witnessing the generosity of heart and life and gifts our church has
offered to others out of the bounty of God’s provision for us.

| believe this generosity of heart and mind and life is a gift that comes directly from
God and by the power of the Holy Spirit. There are signs everywhere that God has
mightily blessed us every time we have given generously of our hearts and minds

and resources.

Let us pray that we individually and as a congregation may continue to grow in this
life-giving, life-affirming gift of generosity in ways that glorify our God. May God
use us in some way to make creation a better place for all.

| pray that this will be a truly blessed year for you and for all who are precious to
you.

Happy New Year!
Pastor Melanie
THANK YOU . ..

Many thanks to Nancy Fuhrken, our congregation’s certified lay speaker, who
served our congregation so generously as | recovered from a car accident.

I hope to be able to thank each of you personally for your many acts of kindness
and service, in some way. For now, let me say thank you for delicious food, for
calls and cards and prayers and everything you did to help out in any way in this
beautiful season of Christmas. Thanks to those who helped me get around
when | could not walk at all. Thanks to those who stepped up to lead in worship
and in organizing. Thanks to those who were able to make time to worship and
praise the Lord despite the demands and busyness of your day-to-day life.

You are a blessing from God. Thank you with all my heart.

Pastor Melanie

LAYNA JONES

Layna Jones, wife of Casey Jones and daughter-in-law of David and Carla
Jones, blessed us by sharing the joy of the Lord in her preaching on December
17. Layna began by sharing a story of joy in the work she and Casey have been
called to do with Chi Alpha on campus at Sam Houston State University. Then
she shared a sermon on the subject of joy.

We are grateful for the privilege of encouraging this young couple in the life-
changing work of campus ministry. Please continue praying for them and for
their ministry.

Prayers For Those Who Serve
Logan Herrington, currently serving in the US Army Reserve, has been called
up to 9 months service in Northern Egypt. His name will be on the prayer list.
Please keep him in prayer.

There are several open dates on the Flower Chart. If you are not currently

in the yearly rotation and would like to provide flowers or plants, please
call the church office or sign up on the chart in the church entryway.




Worship Service Schedule

January | Greeter Liturgist A/V System Acolytes
7 Nancy Hunter Stephen Hunter Dawn Jansky Danna Jansky/Kelly Catto
14 Cate Siragusa Robert Lundy Kristin Marak Sophia Walker/ Rylan Marak
21 Alice Vickers Marvin Peterson Sitka Family Grace & Lora Parvin
28 Mary Ann Defibaugh Carla Jones Tullos Family Emma & Juliet Davenport
February
4 Beverly Nance Dick Nance Dawn Jansky Danna Jansky/Kelly Catto
11 Susan Housley Ray Housley Kristin Marak Taylor/Christopher Kostelnik
18 Mary Jane Swope Robert Lundy Sitka Family Sophia Walker/Lauren Lundy
25 Betty Jean Metzler Marvin Peterson Tullos Family Grace & Lora Parvin
Baptism of

Slayder Grace Kresta

What a joy it was to celebrate the baptism of our
newest little sister in Christ on Christmas Eve.
Slayder is the daughter of Nick and Callie Kresta and
the first grandchild of Reed and Tina Herrington.
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Our dedicated hard-working music students held

. . o +
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Annual MYF Christmas Program and Lunch

What a wonderful Christmas program our kids and youth and leaders presented on Sunday December 10. What
a remarkable experience to see hear our kids step up and sing beautiful solos and beautiful group singing. What
remarkable progress our kids demonstrate as they step up to lead in reading scriptures and doing their part in
the telling of the Christmas story. No one is too young to lead. No one is too young to glorify God.

Thank you to our kids and our youth and their parents. Thank you to our MYF leaders, our MYF Coordinator
Christie Wheelock, and to all of our mentors.

Thank you also to our faithful United Methodist Women and to our hard-working new custodian and kitchen guru
for an absolutely wonderful Christmas meal and celebration following worship. Thanks to all who brought a
bounty of side-dishes to make the meal a delightful feast.

We give God thanks for the privilege of celebrating with about 150 people on that Sunday. It was a true
Christmas blessing.

Our 5pm service on Christmas Eve was a very special start to
>, ; everyone’s Christmas celebrations. Thank you to all who read
Wheresl NS (DU scriptures and led prayers, served as greeters and ushers and
CANDLELIGHT SERVICI operated the A/V System. Thank you to Kylee Tullos, Lora
Parvin, Grace Parvin and Christie Wheelock for beautiful solo
performances and to Ray Housley and Bob Vickers for their
band performances.

‘ ' -7 What a joy to share in Holy Communion with family and
A &i‘f ?:.s' A 8 ¥ friends, members and visitors. And, of course, we always
- . enjoy the candlelight “Silent Night” time.

Thanks to God and to your generosity we received a special offering of $1,168.60. This offering from the
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is given each year to Providence Place in San Antonio and the Methodist
Children’s Home in Waco. They will each receive a check for $584.30. What a privilege to be able to bless these
life-changing ministries!

SPECIAL THANKS to all (you know who you are) that helped to beautifully decorate our
church for a wonderful Christmas season.

Rio Texas Conference Safety Certification Training

Many staff and MYF volunteers and mentors started this training in early December
and have already completed Steps 1 and 2 of the process. If you were unable to
complete your training by the first deadline of December 31, please do so as
soon as possible. The final Step 3 of the certification will be scheduled soon.

Any member of the congregation is invited to go through the training process and
become certified. There is no cost to you, as the church and conference pay for the certification. Please contact
Christie in the church office if you are interested.

Remember: Everyone working with our children, youth and vulnerable adults must be certified every two years
by the Rio Texas Conference (effective June 2018). All training can be done online. This is for the safety of
our children, youth and our vulnerable adults; and for the safety of our volunteers and mentors working
with our children, youth and vulnerable adults.

Thank you Bob Vickers and Tim Sadler for donating laptops to the church. These
laptops are available to the congregation for use in the church building.




Methodist Youth Fellowship — resumes January 10™!

N

Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF)
Wednesday evenings - 5:30-7pm
We begin each evening with a meal and some outdoor play (when possible).
All ages then gather in the sanctuary for music.
PreK (age 4) through 8™ grades meet for interactive praise, worship, sermon, and learning.

Our high school youth gather in their own space for a lesson and fellowship time together.

December — MYF group presented “The Gifts of Christmas” on December 10t during the worship service. The
Gifts of Prophecy, a Savior, Joy, Worship and Love were unwrapped for all to see. Our jr. high and high school
youth served as narrators and elementary children were Mary and Joseph, gift unwrappers, angels, shepherds and

Wiseman. Youth of all ages were greeters, song leaders, soloists, musicians, song leaders, ushers. acolytes and
A/V system operators. Special thanks to our

mentors for helping make it all come together.







