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Sunday School:  9:45 a.m.     Sunday Worship:  10:40 a.m. 
 

MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship): Wednesday - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

"Helping God Make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World" 
 

 

-Don't Miss It- 

Mark your Calendars! 
 

September 
 

6th – Back to School Service 
of Blessing @ 7pm 

 
17th – Charge Conference at 

HFUMC @ 3pm 
 

22nd – Annual Fall 
Fundraising Coffee 

 
October 

 
25th – Fall Festival 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My favorite letter from the Apostle Paul is the letter he wrote to 
Christians in Rome, thus the name of the book, Romans. My 
favorite chapter of Romans, without a doubt, is Chapter 8. 
Particularly when I feel the need for some encouragement, I love to 
open my Bible to Romans 8 and listen to what God has to say.  

My commitment for the month of September is to read Romans 8 
every day.  I am sharing that commitment with you so you can help hold me 
accountable. Next time you see me, ask me if I have read Romans 8.  

Here is Romans 8 in a translation of the Bible that I often find refreshing and eye 
opening, The Message: “1-2 With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that fateful 
dilemma is resolved. Those who enter into Christ’s being-here-for-us no longer 
have to live under a continuous, low-lying black cloud. A new power is in 
operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared 
the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and 
death. 

3-4 God went for the jugular when he sent his own Son. He didn’t deal with the 
problem as something remote and unimportant. In his Son, Jesus, he personally 
took on the human condition, entered the disordered mess of struggling humanity 
in order to set it right once and for all. The law code, weakened as it always was 
by fractured human nature, could never have done that. 
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Dave 
Davenport Family 
Dean 
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Chris Dittrich 
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Bobbie & Daniel Drozd 
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Andy Evans 
Anna Ruth Evans 
Daniel Fric 
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Bessie Garner 
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Virginia Henyon  
Rev. Dennis Herring 
Billy Joe Hobbs 
Will Holt 
Lundy Hooten & Family 
Barbra Horton 
Bill & Sweet Hrncir 
Gary Janak 
Jeanette 
John 
Family of Keith Koehler 
Kristi Kostelnik 
Philip Leed 
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Marlene 
Marvin 
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Betty Jean Metzler 
Mikel 
Sharon Mitchell 
Mark Muellar 
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Bob Page 
Jenna Pohler 
Jackie Powell 

The law always ended up being used as a Band-Aid on sin instead of a deep 
healing of it. And now what the law code asked for but we couldn’t deliver is 
accomplished as we, instead of redoubling our own efforts, simply embrace what 
the Spirit is doing in us. 

5-8 Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring 
their own moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who 
trust God’s action in them find that God’s Spirit is in them—living and breathing 
God! Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us 
out into the open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the self is the opposite of 
focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up 
thinking more about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is 
doing. And God isn’t pleased at being ignored. 

9-11 But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be 
thinking more of yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed 
this invisible but clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re 
talking about. But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even though you 
still experience all the limitations of sin—you yourself experience life on God’s 
terms. It stands to reason, doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God who raised 
Jesus from the dead moves into your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did 
in Jesus, bringing you alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and 
he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that dead life. With 
his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as Christ’s! 

12-14 So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent. 
There’s nothing in it for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent 
burial and get on with your new life. God’s Spirit beckons. There are things to do 
and places to go! 

15-17 This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. 
It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?” 
God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who he 
is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to 
get what’s coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly what 
Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, then we’re certainly 
going to go through the good times with him! 

18-21 That’s why I don’t think there’s any comparison between the present hard 
times and the coming good times. The created world itself can hardly wait for 
what’s coming next. Everything in creation is being more or less held back. God 
reins it in until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be released at 
the same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation 
deepens. 

22-25 All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain 
throughout the world are simply birth pangs. But it’s not only around us; it’s within 
us. The Spirit of God is arousing us within. We’re also feeling the birth pangs. 
These sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance. That is 
why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant 
mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what is enlarging 
us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our 
expectancy. 

26-28 Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right 
alongside helping us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. 
He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our 
aching groans. He knows us far better than we know ourselves, knows our 
pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God. That’s why we can be so 
sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good. 

29-30 God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the 
outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of 
his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the 
original and intended shape of our lives there in him. After God made that decision 
of what his children should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. 
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After he called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, 
after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously 
completing what he had begun. 

31-39 So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If 
God didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition 
and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there anything else 
he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle with God by 
messing with one of God’s chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The 
One who died for us—who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at 
this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to 
drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, 
not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not 
backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: They kill us in cold blood 
because they hate you. We’re sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one. 

None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced that 
nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or 
low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s 
love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.” 

Be encouraged dear ones! God bless you! 

Pastor Melanie 

 
 

Worship Service Schedule 
September Greeter Liturgist A/V System Acolytes 

3 Susan Housley Ray Housley Tullos Family Sophie/Ridge Walker 

10 Mary Jane Swope Robert Lundy Dawn Jansky Juliet/Emma Davenport 

17 Diane Repka Marvin Peterson Kristin Marak Rylan Marak/Lauren Lundy 

24 Cate Siragusa Roddy Hobbs Brent/Blake Sitka Grace/Lora Parvin 

     

October     

1 Nancy Hunter Stephen Hunter Tullos Family Sophia/Ridge Walker 

8 Alice Vickers Zelda Walker Dawn Jansky Danna Jansky/Kelly Catto 

15 Mary Ann Defibaugh Robert Lundy Kristin Marak Rylan Marak/Lauren Lundy 

22 Susan Housley Ray Housley Brent/Blake Sitka Juliet/Emma Davenport  

29 Mary Jane Swope Marvin Peterson Tullos Family Grace/Lora Parvin 

 
 

Celebration of the life of Lillian New  ~ Our hearts continue to be united in love and prayer with 

Nova Layton and her family on the death of her mother, Lillian New.   We gathered to celebrate Lillian’s life at 
a beautiful service in the FUMC Hallettsville sanctuary on Saturday, July 29. Thank you Nova for the loving 
and thoughtful service you put together.  
 

Because Lillian loved music, there was lots of inspiring music in the service. Thank you to the singers and 
instrumentalists and to the congregation for sharing the language of heaven on Saturday.  
 

Thanks also to family members who read and shared memories. Thank you to our United Methodist Women 
for organizing the family meal. Thank you to everyone who shared your time and energy to help this family feel 
loved. 



 

Hallettsville Ministerial Alliance invites you to attend 
A Community-Wide Service 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL SERVICE OF BLESSING 
 

WHO IS INVITED:  
 ALL students 
 school administrators 
 teachers 
 classroom workers 
 other school employees 
 family  
 friends 
 neighbors 
 all folks from our public schools, our parochial 

schools, other private schools, and home schoolers 
 

LEADERS:  ALL of the pastors in the community, Catholic, Protestant, 
and non-denominationals have been invited to participate.  

 

OUR PREACHER:             Rev. Dennis Herring 
 

WHERE:                      Hallettsville Football Stadium  
 

WHEN:                     WEDNESDAY, September 6, 2017, at 7pm.  
 

OUR PURPOSE: It is our joy to give every child in our community the 
opportunity to know and understand that God cares for 
them and we care for them and that all of us want the very 
best for each of them. 

 
Please put this event on your calendars. 

Make plans to attend. 
You will be blessed. 

 
 

 
 

 
   

Be a SuperHero!!! 
Mentors are needed for our 

Wednesday Night Youth 
Program that kicks off on 

September 13! 
 No planning/facilitating of any 
activity/lesson required. We 

are in need of mentors to 
build relationships with the 

kiddos and lead by example 
and with love.  

We join in fellowship and a 
meal at 5:30pm. Spend a little 
time outside if time/weather 
permits and then join in the 

chapel as a group for a 
contemporary worship/lesson 
with Pastor including music.  

Please email or call the 
church office if you can join us 

on Wednesday evenings. 
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The Methodist Women ask everyone  

to bring sandwiches and baked goods - cakes, pies or cookies! 
 

Baked goods can be dropped off at the church  

on Thursday, September 21nd from 1:30-4pm. 
 

Sandwiches & baked goods can be dropped off  

on Friday morning, the 22rd starting at 7am. 
 

The Methodist Women will also make 

 sandwiches, soups, salads, desserts 

 & will furnish chips, pickles, tea, coffee and water. 
 

Funds raised will help finance various projects for our church & community. 
 

.  Let’s all work together to make this an enjoyable & successful event! 



 
CREED – “What Christians Believe and Why” 

 

Each of you is invited to participate in a new Monday night Fall Bible Study.   The 7-week one hour study will 
meet in the ANNEX beginning on Monday, September 18 at 6pm. The last class will be October 30, 2017. 

We will be studying the book CREED, written by the Rev. Adam Hamilton. Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of The 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in the Kansas City area, cited as the most influential mainline 
church in America.  

Those of us who attended Annual Conference in June in Corpus Christi were privileged to hear Rev. Hamilton 
speak in person at our Learning Sessions. His insights and wisdom have continued to be instructive and useful.  

Based on phrases that come from the historic “Apostle’s Creed”, Rev. Hamilton helps us explore the practical 
side of what it means when we Christians say we believe certain things. In other words, what does it look like to 
live as though we really believe that God is our heavenly Father? What does it look like to live as though we 
really believe that Jesus was crucified, died, buried and raised on the third day? 

We will explore these questions and more. What a great opportunity it is to explore these truths, as we seek to 
satisfy the deepest longing of our hearts, to truly “walk the talk” and “talk the walk”.   

Please put these dates on your calendar as soon as possible. Enrollment forms will be available beginning the 
first Sunday in September.  

If you are available on Monday evenings (even if you have to miss one or two sessions), I hope you will 
prayerfully consider making this 7-week study a priority. You will be blessed.  If you need child care in order to 
attend, please contact the church office. 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Lillian Ruth Brisco Allen 
 

All of the members of Mossy Grove UMC offer their thanks for allowing them to host services for longtime 
member Lillian Allen of FUMC Hallettsville.  Both congregations join our hearts in prayer for Lillian’s family and 
other loved ones. 
 

 



     

Summer Music Program 
This church has celebrated a truly musical summer this year. Church member music 
lessons for young and not as young folks were held every Thursday. On Fridays, 
children from the community had the opportunity to take lessons too. 
 

On Friday, August 4, approximately 110 family members and friends enjoyed the 
Summer Concert on the front lawn where students performed some of the music they 
studied. Pizza and snocones were enjoyed by all in the Fellowship Hall after the 
concert.  We thank God for the blessing of our teacher Mr. Aaron Boyd. We are also 

grateful to Christie Wheelock who has helped keep us organized and productive.  
 

Of course we are grateful to each of our students who work together in all kinds of ways to glorify God as we 
help each other learn the language of 

heaven together.  

 
 



 

Methodist Youth Fellowship  
 

 

 
 

 

 

MYF Kick-Off 

Wednesday, September 13 – 5:30-7pm 
 

We will begin each evening with a meal and some outdoor play (when possible). 
 

All ages will then gather in the sanctuary for music.   
 

PreK (age 4) through 8th grade will meet  

for interactive praise, worship, sermon, and learning. 
 

Our high school youth will gather in their own space   

for a lesson and fellowship time together. 
 

   

  Junior High Fun Night - The MYF Junior High Summer Fun Night was held on Thursday, July 13, in 

the Fellowship Hall. It was a fun night of pizza and ice cream floats along with games and arts & crafts 
attended by 26 youth made up of our MYF jr high kids and friends.  “A Minute to 
Win It” got a little crazy with kids being challenged with games of skill like “how 
many cotton balls can you pick up with your vaseline covered nose and put in a 

bowl” or “can you bounce a ping pong ball and get 
it to stick to a piece of bread covered in peanut 
butter”!  Favorite arts and crafts project ever was 
the “melty beads”.  Dawn was at the ironing board 
all night!  Door prizes were drawn throughout the 
night with everyone going home with a prize! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
This year our VBS PROGRAM was titled -- HERO CENTRAL: Discover your 
strength in God! 

Each superhero session opened with a word from FLAME the superhero 
raccoon (thank you Grace Parvin,  Emma Davenport and Lexy Tullos). 
Interspersed with fun videos, Pastor Melanie shared stories of God’s heroes 
from the scripture. 

More than 30 kids ages 4 through 4th grade learned that God’s heroes have: 

HEART ~ COURAGE ~ WISDOM ~ HOPE ~ And POWER 
 

Our scripture for the session came from Psalm 34:14b: “Do good. Seek peace, and go after it!” 

Following a delicious meal prepared and served by our superhero kitchen volunteers, the kids divided up into 
three different groups. Each group spent time learning great songs with fun moves in the music center; 
watching fascinating science demonstrations in the science center; and creating beautiful projects in the arts 
and crafts center. 

Parents and families were all invited to join us for the closing night on Wednesday. The kids performed the 
new songs they learned, ate a delicious hamburger dinner, got some great superhero photos in our photo 
booth exhibits, participated in some fun outdoor activities, and ended up in the fellowship hall for super sno-
cones. 

It was a good time of learning and fun for everyone. 

A huge thank you goes to our own Dawn Jansky for the work of planning and ordering and designing the 
“look” as well as the ”function” of our VBS this year. We also thank her children Danna and Dayton who so 
faithfully and creatively work side-by-side with their mom.  

Our own Christie Wheelock has been absolutely instrumental in getting everything organized and facilitating 
all the communications, required to make VBS work. She worked long hours getting everything ready during 
the day, and then served side by side with others wherever needed during VBS time. 

And then there are our wonderful volunteers. The number of you, youth and adults, who volunteered and 
served with such joy was truly a highlight of VBS this year. Thank you Kenneth Swope for getting the groceries 
and organizing everything that happened in the kitchen. Thank you to our kitchen volunteers Larry Charles, 
David Aiken, Virginia Carr, Alice Vickers, Mary Jane Swope, Mary Ann Defibaugh, Ann Defibaugh, Nova 
Layton, Bob Vicker and Elrose Ehler.   

Thanks to those who helped with VBS centers and activities: Lexy Tullos, Grace Parvin, Sara Repka, Kelly 
Catto, Kristin Marak, Kathy Saunders, David Christ, Kylee Tullos, Taylor Catto, Summer Davenport, Landra 
Immenhauser, Paula Walker, Brenda Sitka, Juliet Devenport, Danna Jansky, Dayton Jansky, Blake Sitka, 
Rylan Marak, Cheyenne Burnes, Carla Jones, Brenda Hull, Hanna Klimitchek, Ray Housley, Susan Housley, 
Nan Drozd, Marvin Peterson, Diane Repka and Angela Tullos.   Our apologies to anyone we may have 
missed.   



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


