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Structural Inequalities 
in America



Mass Incarceration of Black & Brown Bodies

•According to the sentencing project, 
incarceration rates for Black males 
are double that of hispanic men and 
five times higher than White men. 

• “The rise of mass incarceration over 
the last half-century has turned into 
a dominant feature of modern life 
for Black Americans” - David 
Leonhardt (“When Jail Becomes 
Normal,” New York Times)



COVID-19 Effects on People of Color

• “While the Black population 
makes up 12 percent of the 
overall workforce, 26 percent of 
publics employees are Black. 
Hispanics make up 17 percent of 
the workforce, but 40 percent of 
all building custodial work.” - 
Leslie Nemo

•According to the Center for Disease 
Control, “Long-standing systemic health 
and social inequalities have put some 
members of racial and ethnic minority 
groups at increased risk of getting 
COVID-19 or experiencing severe illness, 
regardless of age.” 

• “Hispanics and Blacks [are] twice as likely 
as whites to have the coronavirus, and die 
from it at twice the rate.” - Leslie Nemo 
(“Why People of Color are Disproportionately 
Hit by COVID-19,” Discover June 12, 2020)



Injustice in the Church



Distortions of God’s Love



Slave-owning Signers of the Declaration of Independence

George WashingtonThomas Jefferson



Letter From A Birmingham Jail

“I have almost reached the regrettable 
conclusion that the negro’s great stumbling 
block is not the white Citizen’s Counciler or 
the Klu Klux Klan, but the white moderate, 
who is more devoted to ‘order’ than to 
justice; who prefers a negative peace 
which is the absence of tension to a 
positive peace which is the presence of 
justice.”  
- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 1963

“We are [all] caught up in an 
inescapable network of mutuality…tied 
in a single garment of destiny…anyone 
who lives in the United States can 
never be considered an outsider 
anywhere in this country.”  
- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 1963



Solutions & Challenges



What a Repentant Church Looks Like

Father Ubald 
Rugirangoga

Bishop Desmond Tutu 
& Mphyo Tutu



“Forgiveness makes you free. 
Free to be healed, free to find 
peace. Free from the chains of 

hate and fear.”

“God is the author of miracles; 
he is the one who heals. But we 

must open our hearts and 
prepare ourselves to receive that 

healing.”



The Book of Forgiving

“The quality of human life on the 
planet is nothing more than the sum 
total of our daily interactions with 
one another. Forgiveness is the way 
we set those interactions right. It is 
the way we mend tears in the social 
fabric. It is the way we stop our 
human community from 
unraveling.”



The Fourfold Path

• Telling the story 

• Naming the hurt 

• Granting forgiveness 

• Renewing or releasing the 
relationship



Rebecca Adams

“Following Christ means giving up 
scapegoating, or violence, or 
participating in the victimage 
mechanism.” (from “Loving Mimesis 
and Girard’s ‘Scapegoat Text’: A 
Creative Reassessment of Mimetic 
Desire” in Violence Renounced: 
René Girard, Biblical Studies, and 
Peacemaking)



GOD’S LOVE

THE CHURCH AS THE SUBJECTCHRIST AS THE MODEL

A Loving Mimesis That Is Christ-Centered 



What if the Church addressed its complicity in racism?

They dress the wound of my people 
as though it were not serious.  

‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there 
is no peace. 

Jeremiah 6:14



What if the Church heard the stories of those who have been 
hurt by the complicity from its identity in Christ?

“Forgiveness is a process of life and 
the Christian weapon of social 
redemption…the Christian weapon 
against social evil…This is the 
solution of the race problem.”  
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (“The 
meaning of Forgiveness,” Sermon, 
1948)



Leaving the opressive buildings of  
the past calls for the Church to…

• Ask forgiveness of those it has 
hurt, abandoned, and abused 

• Build the true Ekklesia through 
partaking of communion/
eucharist with those in the body 
of Christ who have suffered from 
discrimination in and outside of 
the Church

• Tell the story of its own complicity in 
racism and other forms of 
discrimination 

• Renew its commitment to walk in 
loving mimesis in and through its 
identity in Jesus Christ and forsake 
all scapegoats 

• Hear the stories of those who have 
suffered discrimination and rejection 
with its faith communities



Conclusions


