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Presentation Notes
SUB-TITLE SLIDE: MODULE 2 - READY CHURCHES SAY: Ready Churches emphasizes the importance of protecting church property and the people within the property, before and immediately following a disaster, and of appropriate use of church property in disaster response. Time: Budget about two hours for this unit. Target Audience: Everyone, especially church leaders including, but not limited to, pastors, trustees, Sunday school superintendent, lay leader, missions coordinator, treasurer and finance committee members, young adult and youth representatives, and others.



Contact Info:
John Conway
Bi-District Disaster Response Coordinator
johnconway@vaumc.org
703-887-7305

about:blank


“Disaster Response and Recovery is a vital part of 
our church Mission. We are called to love one 
another. One of the ways we can show the love 
and the hands, feet, and face of Jesus is through 
the efforts we make in the community and 
around the world.”

Introduction
Virginia Conference Disaster 
Response and Recovery Plan



THE DISASTER READY CHURCH IS—

• A place of 
safety and 
security

• A refuge in 
times of 
trouble
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SLIDE: DISASTER READY CHURCHSAY: We are the people of the church, and we often meet in the church. The church is a communal space where we can experience God and give God’s people a resting place where all who are hurting can feel the presence of God’s love. So, as stewards of church property, our responsibility is to assure…to the extent possible…that our buildings are a place of safety for people who seek a refuge in times of trouble. There is something about a sacred place that calls us on a deep level when there is trouble. People turn to the church...whether they are members or not... whether they are Christians or not...as a response to their deepest spiritual needs.



OUR CONNECTIONS
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SLIDE: SUPPORTED BY OUR CONNECTIONSSAY: So, who are we? As United Methodists, we are part of what we refer to as “a connectional system.” United Methodist churches gain strength from their connection to a global denomination. Each church – regardless of how large or small the congregation - has so much to give, so much to learn, so much strength, so much love to make our jagged pieces into interlaced wholes.  A “ready congregation” understands that it is at the center of many layers of support and empowered to do mighty disaster response because the support team encircles it with support and resources. Y(our) church is able to play a role in disaster preparation, supported by these connections.ASK:  Do you know the name of your district, conference and jurisdiction? How does the United Methodist structure—the Connectional System—benefit your disaster ministry? Do you know the name(s) of your district or conference disaster response leaders? Volunteer coordinators? Are there challenges in our “connectedness” that may become barriers to effective disaster ministry? If you are from another faith tradition, how do you connect your ministry to other groups with whom you relate?



The United Methodist Church’s Responsibility—
To protect its Members
To serve the community at large

Who has that responsibility at the local level?
We do– the ministers, the trustees and the 
leadership



Disaster Response & Recovery–Who’s Who

•LOCAL CHURCHES 
•DISTRICTS

•THE CONFERENCE
•UMCOR 



WHEN THERE IS A  DISASTER—

•Not an “IF”

•The Local Church is the Key Component to the 
UMC’s Community Disaster Preparation and 
Relief Efforts



What do we mean by a  Disaster?

A natural or human act or circumstance that threatens life and 
property.  It may be local, community-wide, regional or multi-
regional in scope —for example

Most Common Are Weather-Related
• Blizzard

• Tornado/High Wind/Thunder Storms
• Rain/Flooding

Other—Pandemic, Terrorism, Earthquake, Landslide



What The Local Church Is Responsible For:
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE—

Protecting those involved in activities on the grounds and 
facilities of the church.

DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY—
Actively participating in the Virginia Conference Disaster 
Response and Recovery Plan



The Role of the Local Church 

PROVIDING INFORMATION
• To the Bi-District Disaster Response Team On The Local 

Situation 
and

• To Church Members and the Community

PROVIDING RESOURCES



Following a Disaster:

Local Church’s responsibilities to the Church Community
Report to the District Disaster Response Team ASAP, who will 
then report to the Superintendent, as much of the following 
information as possible:

 Status of the Congregation (including the Pastor(s) 
and the Pastor(s) family)

 Damage to church, parsonage and other properties
 General condition of neighborhood
 the Pastor’s ability to minister to the congregation 



Following a Disaster:

Local Church’s responsibilities to the General Community

• Relay information to the congregation and to the community 

• Provide a place for worship

• Provide Resources

 Human

 Physical



Bi-District’s responsibilities—
Provide Accurate Information—
Reporting to the Conference Disaster Response 

Coordinator ASAP on local conditions and needs
Providing Local Churches with necessary information

Provide Material Support—Ability to Provide 
Housing and Office Space for volunteers that includes 
living facilities and communications



WHAT ABOUT PREPARATION?

Planning Is Essential

•Knowing Who Are The Vulnerable
•Knowing What Resources Can Be Available
•Details As To Who Does What and When and 
How

• A Key Element: The Local Church Point of Contact



DEVELOPING A CHURCH PLAN

You are not Alone—
Basics:The Virginia Conference Disaster Response 
Plan
http://doc.vaumc.org/Disaster/VAConferenceComplete
DisasterPlan.pdf

Planning Resources—Bi-District,  the Conference 
and Public Safety Offices

about:blank


Local, State, and Federal Resources
Bi-District Counties
Arlington County Office of Public Safety 
Communications & Emergency Management
https://departments.arlingtonva.us/oem/

Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergencymanagement/



Loudoun County Office of Emergency Management 
https://www.loudoun.gov/725/Emergency-
Management

Fauquier County Department of Fire Rescue and 
Emergency Management
https://www.fauquiercounty.gov/government/..



Local, State, and Federal Resources

Regional
Northern Virginia Office of Emergency Management
www.nvcc.edu/emergency/office/index.html

State
Virginia Department of Emergency Management
https://www.vaemergency.gov/

Federal
Federal Emergency Management Agency
https://www.fema.gov



POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS
Working with other agencies/organizations in 
your community will… 
• promote shared resources and information
• eliminate duplicated efforts
• allow us to know where help is needed
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SLIDE: THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS�SAY: Working with the connectional church, other faith-based communions, and community and governmental agencies and organizations will help resource unmet needs, eliminate duplicated efforts and allow us to know where needs are not currently being met. No one organization or individual can go it alone.



A FEW WORDS ABOUT MISSION

Opportunities in the Local Church Community

Opportunities beyond the Local Church
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