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Things Jesus Never Said

January 5-26, 2020

In 2018, we did a series called “Stuff We Wish Jesus Hadn’t Said”. Sometimes being a follower of

Jesus means we are called to do and say things that are not comfortable for us. But what

happens when we put words in Jesus’ mouth? Over these four weeks, we’ll look at four phrases

that are popular amongst people of faith, but were never uttered by Jesus nor can they be found

in the Bible. As we look at this, we’ll consider the importance of words and actions and explore

how God might be inviting us to make real, meaningful, and helpful impacts on ourselves and

others.

Jan 5 Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin Romans 8:31-39

There is nothing that can separate us from God’s love. This statement implies that there is a

distinction between our character and our action. The problem is that our character informs our

action, as does our action inform our character. So while we can hate the concept of sin, to hate

the sin in someone is to actually hate that person. If we look at our brother, sister, friend and

see a “sinner”, are we really seeing that person with the eyes of God?

Focus statement: Because there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in Jesus,

we are invited from judgment and condemnation into places of reconciliation and hope.

Key pieces:

● Traditional Plan goes into effect Jan 1. Possible space to speak to this.

● http://www.huffingtonpost.com/micah-j-murray/why-i-cant-say-love-the-sinner-hate-th

e-sin-anymore_b_4521519.html

Jan 12 Everything Happens For a Reason Psalm 139:1-12

When a tragedy happens or when life is hard, sometimes we will say this phrase. The problem

with this idea is that saying this implies that everything that happens in this life is a “part of

God’s plan” for us. In thinking this, there is an implicit evil to who God is and how God loves.

Rather than saying this phrase, perhaps we are called to walk through the difficult and dark

valleys of this life with others, practicing the presence of God.

Focus statement: Sometimes things happen in this life that are beyond our capacity of

understanding, yet all the while, God is with us.

Key pieces:

● Kate Bowler book



● http://www.huffingtonpost.com/zack-hunt/everything-happens-for-a-_b_4674182.html

Jan 19 God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle Job 1:13-22

Life can be overwhelming. There are absolutely times in this life that offer more than we could

ever anticipate handling. We might remember that even Jesus became overwhelmed in the

Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:36-39). The challenge, for many of us, is just making it through

the day. Hopefully our circumstances will never be quite as rough as Job’s, but when we can

avoid sin and accusations of wrongdoing, and instead seek help from God and others to make it

day to day, we can begin to get a handle on an overwhelming life.

Focus statement: In the times that we feel heavily burdened, the yoke of God is one that is easy

and offers us rest.

Key pieces:

● Start of new year -- possibly low attendance?

● http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/yes-god-will-give-you-more-you-can-handle

● 1 service celebration for capital campaign

Jan 26 God Helps Those Who Help Themselves Matthew 8:1-17

This statement is usually offered in a very condescending, judgmental way. If someone would

just get a job, just get off their butt, just follow the rules, then maybe the help they so

desperately need would come their way. The problem is that all of us need help in some way,

shape, or form. The help that we need is not something we can deliver to ourselves. We have to

rely on the power of God in the Holy Spirit to be our help, to be our deliverance. When we have

this kind of faith, and as we help others to have that faith too, God transforms us.

Focus statement: Our calling is not to question how people have gotten into whatever

circumstances they are in, but to share the love of God with all we encounter.

Key pieces:

● Opportunity to reinforce transformational mission concepts

● guest preacher?



Having the Talk: Love, Sex and Relationships from a Biblical

Perspective

February 2-23, 2020

Too often we shy away from challenging topics in church. After all, isn’t church the place we go

to walk away feeling great about life and ready to face the week? This series revolving around

human sexuality invites us to consider the role of sexuality in larger life. What would it look like,

no matter what stage of life we are in, what our status or preference is, or what our past,

present, or future looks like, for our church to be a place where sex wasn’t treated as something

taboo, but as a part of the whole of human existence? Over these four weeks, we will consider

what sex is, isn’t, and can be, using Scripture as a guide. As we do this, we hope to grow in a

healthy way to a more complete understanding of the role of sexuality in daily life. NOTE: One of

the big pieces we need to consider in doing a series like this is how we engage this material with

children and students. A larger scale conversation will be necessary before we get to this.

Feb 2 Part Not Whole Genesis 2:21-25

As we begin this series exploring sexuality and human relationship, we remember that this is a

part of human existence. Unfortunately, a part of our reality is that we live in a sex-saturated

world. Day by day we are bombarded with images and opportunities that may lead us to believe

that sex is the defining thing about our lives. The truth of what we find from God is that sex is a

part of life, but it isn’t meant to be the whole of life. In recounting the story of Adam and Eve,

we’ll remember that sexuality is a part of all of us but not the whole of any of us.

Focus statement: Sexuality is a part of all of us but not the whole of any of us.

Key pieces:

● New series -- theme songs? Other music pieces?

● Because of the nature of this series, we will want to be sure to have some good

alternatives for kids and families prepared.

● How do others help us sense the whole of who we are created to be? Sex can be a part

of this but it doesn't have to be.

Feb 9 Gift Not Tool Song of Songs 2:10-13

When we read the Song of Songs (or Solomon), we are invited to hear this poetic marvel of

what love can be in its fullest form. The greatest gift of sexuality is the generative space it can

offer: creating something in the midst that couldn’t have otherwise existed. But we have to be

careful about this. Too often, sex is used as a tool to gain entry, leverage, or (in the worst case)



control. This week we’ll think about the ways that we are invited to treat sexuality as something

tender and precious, knowing that, for many, this may even be a counter-cultural approach.

Focus statement: Sex is one of God’s great gifts to people, something meant to be enjoyed, not

used.

Key pieces:

● Kierkegaard’s use v enjoy philosophy

● Think about using NRSV

● Potential week to talk about premarital sex?

Feb 16 Defined By Boundaries Not Rules Colossians 3:12-19

Lawrence Rebelo preaching

Sex from a Christian perspective can feel very rule-oriented. Here’s who is in and who is out;

what is in and what is out. The list could go on. As we read in Colossians, there are some

appropriate boundaries we ought to observe in how we would treat one another. And there are

some practices that would be harmful to engage in (such as lust, pornography, etc.). This work

of boundary setting allows us to have a more healthy life. As Tim Keller writes, “True freedom is

not the absence of constraints but the choice of liberating constraints. We are always bound to

something.” In this week, we’ll think about the most healthy ways of engaging that “something”.

Focus statement: Creating boundaries around sexuality helps to both protect people and offer

people freedom.

Key pieces:

● This might be a week to specifically address the LGBTQIA+ community and the sense

that boundaries aren’t meant to exclude people?

Feb 23 Holy Not Shameful Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Sex is a gift from God to us. Jesus says this word: “Therefore, humans must not pull apart what

God has put together.” How do we hold together this sacred gift from God? And what is the

word of grace for those who have seen the gift fall apart? We close this series by remembering

sex is sacred: it is God-given, God-filled, God-centered, and, most of all, a sign of God’s love for

us. We love with the whole of who we are, because God loves with the whole of who God is.

Focus statement: When sexuality is practiced with a monogamous, God-centered, loving

perspective, it is a holy gift, something that allows vulnerability and beauty to be intertwined.

Key pieces:



● Kinesthetic/tangible response?

● Be sure to revisit this series in fall planning based on potential HUMC/larger UMC shifts

A Blueprint for Grace: Lent in Community

March 1-29, 2020

What would it look like to have hope? One of the biggest barriers to hope in our world today

comes from the chasm we’ve created surrounding big issues in our country and culture. No

matter where we fall in these conversations, a couple of things are abundantly clear: the

conversations aren’t happening, and when they are they aren’t going well. The truth is not only

are we unable to agree on what the truth is, we can’t agree what the problems are. But here’s

the thing: the point of Jesus’ life was not to drive us into places of division and hostility. Jesus’

life was about bringing blessing. Perhaps, even, the blessing of unity. Over these five weeks,

we’ll examine the world Christ dreamed of by walking through the beatitudes. These words of

Jesus, meant to be both prophetic and blessing, turn our understanding on it’s head. In doing so,

they give us the inspiration we need to embody the kind of change God dreams of. It starts with

us, God only knows where it might lead us. NOTE: This series draws inspiration from Rev. Rob

Lough’s Be the Change series.

March 1 A Poverty of Understanding Matthew 5:3

John 3:1-8

We begin by thinking about Jesus’ beatitudes and the assertion “blessed are the poor”. While

this certainly could be attributed to physical poverty, what would it look like for us to believe

this to be an assertion that our greatest poverty is a poverty of understanding? The story of

Nicodemus, together with other stories in John’s gospel (the woman at the well, Lazarus) are

reminders that what Jesus instructs us to do is often beyond our comprehension. What would it

look like, then, for us to agree that we don’t know it all and that we have a poverty of

understanding? Perhaps this would create a gift of humility, that we all are looking through a

glass dimly, even when it comes to some of the topics and issues we care the most about. Each

of these stories will end in hope and connection, but before they could be exalted for Christ,

before they could change the world, each of these had to admit their own shortcomings, their

lack of faith, their poverty of wisdom. The price of changing the world to the glory of God, for

them and for us, is the humility which comes only from an impoverished Spirit.

Focus statement: The price of changing the world to the glory of God, for them and for us, is the

humility which comes only from an impoverished Spirit.

Key pieces:



● Blessed are the poor

● Nicodemus - poverty of understanding

● Woman at the well - poverty of goods/materials

● Lazarus - poverty of wellness

● “I just don’t understand”. We are united by our not understanding.

March 8 Mourning Into Dancing Matthew 5:4

Matthew 14:22-23

UMW Weekend -- Guest Preacher Devon Earle

When we think of mourning, we often think of the loss of a person. Someone we love, a family

member, or a close friend. But the mourning we experience in our world today isn’t only for

people; rather, it’s often for the way things used to be. The hopes and dreams we’ve had that

now seem distant. This mourning, if left unchecked, can lead us into places of anger and

hostility. Jesus’ vision for mourning is that it will lead to places of comfort. For this to happen,

often times what we have to let go of is our pride and our desire to hold onto what has been in

order to focus on Jesus and the hope of what could be. It may mean that we have to find space

to grieve the loss of our own way and our own desire; but it may lead us to what has previously

been impossible. Walking on water. Being together. Discovering rescue even in our moments of

greatest failure.

Focus statement: Following Christ leads us to die to ourselves, something that may bring

moments of mourning, but eventually leads us forward to places of joy and hope.

Key pieces:

● Blessed are those who mourn

● Peter on the water

● Pruning -- cutting something out so that something else can grow

● Our mourning is often about people we miss. But there is also mourning the way things

used to be. Sometimes we mourn what we wished could have been.

● Peter on the water is driven by two things: humility and pride. Humility that he is

focused completely on Jesus allows him to walk on water and do the impossible. Pride

that distracts him into himself causes him immediately to sink.

● Introduce the dinner exercise.

● UMW perspective:

○ All 3 services

○ Taking care of all positions throughout the weekend

● Things umw asks

○ Come to circle meetings

○ Pray about how we reach out to others



March 15 Real Humility Matthew 5:5

Acts 15:1-12

The idea of meekness sounds like weakness. To those who are meek, the idea of being together,

of being strong in one another, may feel totally foreign or off. But what if God has something

else in mind? As we read the story of the council at Jerusalem, we discover something else.

Mark Montgomery notes, “When the French translated this verse, they used the word debonair

-- a word that hints at a person who is so gladdened and overcome by Gods’ greatness that that

person counts their own life as nothing, but happily gives it for love’s sake.” Perhaps this is the

kind of meekness and humility we are called to. Not one of shame, but one of gratitude and joy.

The humility that leads us to connection with others, even others who are different from us. In

this message we’ll turn to some lessons from The Anatomy of Peace, including the idea that

people are not problems to be fixed but beings to be loved. This is another step toward the

humility that leads to community and grace.

Focus statement: Meekness is an opportunity to share in the inheritance of a rich love and grace

found from seeing others not as problems to be fixed, but beings to be loved.

Key pieces:

● Blessed are the meek/humble

● Acts 15

● Anatomy of Peace

● Meekness not as weakness but as an opportunity -- When the French translated this

verse, they used the word debonair- a word that hints at a person who is so gladdened

and overcome by Gods greatness that that person counts their own life as nothing, but

happily gives it for love’s sake. The Greek word means good will toward humanity and

reverent obedience toward God. It’s not sad resignation.

● Seeing people as worthy of love not problems to be fixed

March 22 Righteousness Over Rightness Matthew 5:6

Luke 18:9-14

One of our great cultural struggles, especially for Christians, is to understand what it means to

be righteous. Too often, our perspective is one that being righteousness is about being right.

Winning the argument or the fight. But Jesus’ vision of righteousness is a little different. Jesus

teaches us that humility has more to do with our justification than doing the right thing. Our

actions and rhythms don’t save us -- God does that. Righteousness from God’s perspective

means that our call is to care more for the person than the problem. It means that we are not

brought to places of superiority or judgment, but to places of reconciliation and healing. Having



experienced the call to humility, in this message we will experience the call to a righteousness

that looks like God’s love instead of our correctness.

Focus statement: As we hunger and thirst for righteousness, we are called to the ministry of

reconciliation and caring for people more than problems, discovering that engaging in this has

the capacity to fill us.

Key pieces:

● Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness

● Turn the other cheek

● Matthew 7 -- don’t judge lest you be judged

● Luke 18:9-14 -- humility justifies us more than “doing the right thing”

● Righteousness isn’t simply about being right. It is also about being reconciled.

● Righteousness means I have to care more about the person than the problem.

● Heart of war v heart of peace

● We hunger for this, we long for this. The promise is that as we yearn, we will be filled.

● Mid-week this week will be a chance to do the “Dinner”, roundtable conversations with

those who might be different from us.

● Heineken ad?

● A note from Daniel Wray… Fun fact the first written use found of "agree to disagree" is

by John Wesley as part of the eulogy for George Whitfield. Wesley and Whitfield in fact

disagreed about many things theology, slavery etc and often in fact got into about it. So

what does the phrase mean to Wesley? That can be up to debate, but to me it go to the

fact that the disagreements they had did not destroy the love he had for his friend (he's

giving the eulogy after all), and that Wesley, even in their disagreements could see the

good of Whitfield and his faith. Wesley recognized there were still many important

things in which they held common belief though found it necessary for himself to act

differently and even call out the actions of his good friend in other areas...

March 29 Discovering Peace Matthew 5:9

Jonah 3:10-4:11

As we close our series and prepare to journey toward the cross, we remember that

peacemaking isn’t always easy. There are people in this life who are offensive to us and

situations where we experience hurt and grief. Jonah’s story is a reminder that God’s grace and

forgiveness stretch far beyond us. People who are saved by grace have no alternative but to

offer grace and peace to others. We stand committed to the truth that Christ came for all the

world. God loves all the world. The Israelites and the Ninevites. Republicans and the Democrats.

There is something greater than nationality or political party which unites us. Like Jonah we are

defined by a tragic event of the past. But ours is not a political defeat or battlefield loss. The



tragedy of my life is that another gave his life for my own. And the one who sacrificed for you

and me calls us to the work of peace. How can we refuse?  Our destiny, God’s dream is that all

the world would be reconciled to God and one another, that all flesh would become Children of

God. And Jesus said, when we make peace, that’s exactly what we are.

Focus statement: We are all God’s children, and as such we are all called to share God’s peace

with all people, no matter how much we may disagree.

Key pieces:

● Formula: Humility, longing for righteousness/reconciliation, intentional peacemaking

● In the end, the one who was saved by grace had no alternative but to offer grace and

peace to others.

● People can move from peacemaking to war-mongering very quickly

● In moments when my heart threatens to make war, here’s what I have to remember: I

am not called to be a peacemaker because others have earned peace. Sometimes the

other is actively trying to wage war. I am not called to be peacemakers because I always

feel like making peace. I don’t. Nevertheless I am called to be a peacemaker and so are

you because we have been adopted by a father who longs for peace, who gave us peace

when we didn’t deserve it.

Stand-Alone Weekends

April 5 Palm Sunday Matthew 21:1-11

Lawrence Rebelo preaching

Having just finished A Blueprint for Grace, we’ll engage the journey of Holy Week together in

worship this day.

Focus statement:

Key pieces

● Lawrence preaching

April 12 Easter Matthew 28:1-10

Christ is risen! We’ll celebrate Easter together in an incredible weekend of worship

Focus statement: It’s Easter. Preach the good news!

Key pieces:



● Think about how we handle Saturday night worship. Easter Vigil?

April 19 Love Herndon Week Jeremiah 29:4-7

Following Easter, we’ll spend the week doing loving, missional work in and around the Herndon

community, culminating with a Rise Against Hunger event on Sunday morning!

Key pieces:

● Single service weekend, possibly in fellowship hall?

Brave the Journey: A Sermon Series on 1 Peter

April 26 - May 24, 2020

To brave something means to meet or face with courage. In the wake of Jesus’ resurrection, 1

Peter teaches us what it might look like to “brave” the journey of this life, meeting all that is

before us with a sense of courage that is bigger than us. This is poignant especially because of

what will be happening around this season related to the United Methodist General Conference.

Our world is filled with uncertainty, which at times can lead to anxiety or worry. In all of this,

God isn’t going anywhere. The church of Jesus Christ knows no end. The love of God is not

reserved for a few. We are called to stand firm on God’s love and share God’s love with

everyone. As we read 1 Peter together, we’ll do so with an open heart, looking forward to the

many ways it references the Old Testament, the love of God, and the opportunity we have to

brave the journey ahead with God at the center.

Apr 26 Hope Through Suffering 1 Peter 1:3-9

At the outset of 1 Peter, we recognize that things in this time aren’t all sunshine and butterflies.

1 Peter is written within the context of the burning of Rome, a time in history filled with tumult

and worry. The writer of 1 Peter has a clear reminder for his audience: what you are enduring

now does not compare to what God is doing in you. The encouragement in this season is to take

hope and cling to what God might be doing in your midst. In reality, God is all too familiar with

the suffering that is at hand. After all, God has endured the painful death of his son Jesus. And

yet the call is not to focus on the suffering, but on the call to press on and move forward. It’s a

call to people but it is a call to the church as well. With all that is happening, our hope isn’t to be

found in a denomination, a leader, or in our own way of thinking. Our hope is found in Jesus.

Focus statement: No matter what you are going through right now, God loves you and God is

with you, encouraging you to look ahead to what you hope for instead of focusing on the

present suffering.



Key pieces:

● What you are enduring now doesn’t compare to what God is doing in you.

● Salvation of your soul -- this is the inheritance and the gift.

● The distress of the current moment as a temporary trial.

● This doesn’t have to mean that you are “being tested”; it does mean that what is

happening now doesn’t have to be how it always will be.

● In the midst of suffering, realize you aren’t alone. God has done this too. It can suck but

it doesn’t suck by itself.

● What you feed grows and what you starve dies.

● This isn’t a prescription just for us as people, it’s a community call as well. In the midst of

what we are going through as a church, can we hold onto a real hope that can’t be found

in a denomination or a pastor, but only in Jesus.

● Blessed are those who haven’t seen and yet believe -- John 20

● 1 John 4:12

● Song ideas

○ Series theme: Take Courage, See a Victory, You Make Me Brave, Hope Now

(Addison Road)

○ Living Hope

May 3 Liberated to Love 1 Peter 1:13-25

Lawrence Rebelo preaching

The second part of 1 Peter 1 is an invitation to love others deeply and earnestly. Within this

there is a call to an obedience and a holiness that is born out of God’s holiness. What we can

see within this is that we are called to share faith and works together. Our love for God should

translate into our love for others, and our love for others should translate into our love for God.

Perhaps this is what can sustain us in different seasons of our lives. As we find it hard to love

God, we love other people, and as we find it hard to love other people, we love God.

Throughout all of this, we are invited to a lived holiness -- one that practices hope and joy in all

that comes with this life.

Focus statement: We love because God first loved us.

Key pieces:

● Lawrence’s last weekend at Herndon

● Obedience -- holiness that is born out of God’s holiness

● Imagery -- seeds, grass

● Love each other deeply and earnestly



● The challenge -- the holiness God calls us to is a lived holiness. This means we can’t just

say we are holy, we have to live God’s holiness. This looks both like the ways we enact

evangelism and social justice.

● Faith and works living in concert together.

● Sheri thoughts

○ 14 - do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance

○ Christ changes us, so we no longer have to live without hope through our

suffering. Our faith is refined through the trial

May 10 Sharing Mercy 1 Peter 2:1-10

Gary Robbins guest preaching

With the larger United Methodist church in the throes of General Conference, it is fitting to

have a text this week that starts off by asking us to put away all malice, ill will, deceit, and envy.

There are times in life where it may be easier to treat those who have different perspectives

from us in these ways, like they are our opponents or our enemies. We’re reminded that all

people, including those with whom we have disagreements, are children of God. As such,

because sometimes it can be hard to love other people, we are invited to stand upon Christ as

our cornerstone, even in the challenging times. We aren’t given grace to waste it away in

arguments and attempts to tear each other apart; we’re given grace with abundance, and

offered to share it in abundance too.

Focus statement: God’s love doesn’t invite us to tear each other down; instead, we are called to

build one another up with Christ as our cornerstone.

Key pieces:

● Putting away malice. How do we speak about others in faith? Do we treat those with

whom we have differences like they are children of God or like they are opponents.

● Christ as the cornerstone of what we are called toward. Others may throw that to the

side but we are called to embrace and stand firm on Christ.

● Sheri thoughts

○ You were once rejected but now have received mercy - share it in abundance

because it comes from an infinite source

● Song ideas

○ CORNERSTONE #pad

May 17 Saved By Grace 1 Peter 3:8-22

In the wake of all that is happening, we are invited to share in a simple truth: God is in control.

Our job is not to worry more, but to trust more. We’re trusting in God who is at the center of

our lives. Too often we find ourselves centered on our arguments, our differences, our worries,



or our things we want to get right. The idea is that if we find God’s love as our shared hub, the

spokes that grow out from that space invite us to live freely and generously. Within that

freedom, we have the space to be zealous for good. We have the space to practice in different

ways and share in different ways. But we come back to the place where our faith journey

begins: at the baptismal fount. It is in this place that we find our grounding and our hope.

During this weekend we will anticipate having one community worship service. As a part of the

service, we’ll plan to do a baptismal remembrance where we remember our covenant and our

call to be community for one another. Not conditionally or when it is convenient, but in all times

and places. Being church and being love for all people.

Focus statement: God is in control and God’s love can’t be contained. What, then, do we have to

worry about?

Key pieces:

● Single service weekend

● Baptismal remembrance -- remembering that our covenant wasn’t conditional. It is a

promise that we’ve made and now seek to keep.

● God is in control. Less worry, more trust.

● Be of one spirit/one mind -- translation issues

● Peek at the greek. Word being used is the “singular confession”

● This isn’t saying you have to have the same thoughts or ideas; it is saying that you need

to share the same hub.

● If all you are doing with evil is returning evil, what good is that?

● Deceit is a hard word. Made harder by being unequally yoked.

● Being zealous for good. Who can harm you if you are zealous for good?

● Call back to Romans 8 -- What can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our

Lord?

● When you see rhetorical questions in scripture, the answer is generally the same --

nothing or no one can harm you or separate you. No person is bigger than God.

● Baptism piece at the end

● Song ideas

○ Your Grace is Enough

May 24 Tend to Each Other 1 Peter 5:1-11

1 Peter concludes with a request: take care of each other. Life can be so challenging and life

itself is so precious. In all that we experience and endure, we need each other. We need to look

out for one another, respect one another, and humble ourselves to see what we can learn from

God through the people God puts in our lives. This becomes challenging when we allow our

lives to get busy and clouded. In these moments we tend to focus on our circumstances and all



that is before us. The writer of 1 Peter invites us to not get bogged down in all of that. It’s not

forever. Instead, we are invited to keep focused on Christ and offer our burdens, anxieties,

worries and cares to God who is far more able to handle them than we are.

Focus statement: We are all God’s children, and we all need tender care. May we offer and

receive that freely, knowing that we all have our own cares and concerns, and that even greater

than those is the love of God that surrounds and provides for us all.

Key pieces:

● Memorial day weekend

● Shepherding language. We care for each other and we receive care from each other too.

Psalm 23?

● Suffering is temporary. Don’t get bogged down in what is happening right now. It’s not

forever. Keep focus on Christ and don’t get overburdened by everything else.

● Humble yourself

● Cast anxieties

● “When someone helps you and they are struggling too, that’s not help, that’s love”

(from Jen Taylor)

● Song ideas

○ Cast My Cares - Finding Favour

May 31 Pentecost Acts 2:1-21

We celebrate the birth of the church and the gift of the Holy Spirit that falls upon us in a single

place but doesn’t stay in that one place, instead sending and growing like wildfire into all the

world.

Key pieces

● Shift to summer schedule starting this weekend

June 7 Larry Buxton Farewell

Pastor Larry will be sharing a last sermon with Herndon UMC in this stand-alone service.

“What Now?!: Finding Hope for the Future in Times of Change”

June 14 - July 12, 2020

Do you ever get in places where you question everything that is happening to you? Like on a bad

day, where everything seems to be going wrong, how often do we approach the next thing on

our “to-do list” with an exasperated “What now?!” In times of change and challenge, who we



were born to be often shines through most clearly. Throughout Scripture, there are characters

we see and know, often for one particular reason. We know Moses as the guide who led the

Israelites to the Promised Land. We know Esther as the strong leader who was born for such a

time as this. We know David as a King and honest poet. We know Paul as the chief evangelist

and spreader of the faith. But before these people became the people we know, they were

someone very different. What if we realized that who we are today is not who we have to be

forever? What if we could be known for something different than our current reality? This series

will invite us to explore four transformations and a constant that can inspire us to move from

our “once” to our “forever”, even if we have to do so against our will.

June 14 Moses: Once Attacker, Forever Shepherd Exodus 2:11-14

Before Moses became the shepherd who led the Israelites to the Promised Land, he took his

anger out on an Egyptian, killing him. Many of us struggle with anger, but how might God be

inviting us to channel our places of “holy anger” into becoming vessels of life transformation for

ourselves and others? For Moses to change, he just needed to be accepted by someone else. In

our lives, how do we need to let go of our anger so that it can be transformed into peace, and

how can we open our doors to the angry ones around us and invite them into places of peace?

● Moving from anger and frustration into places of peace

● Learning to let go

● Accountability?

● Moving from reaction to proactive -- knowing your own spirit and sensing what you

need to do to be able to find peace. Not waiting for it to come to you.

● After-worship: Learning how to refocus our emotions through “breath prayer”.

June 21 Esther: Once Unsure, Forever Affirmed Esther 4:12-17

Before Esther was the queen who rescued the Jewish people from annihilation, her story was

filled with uncertainty and fear. She was placed in a position of leadership perhaps before she

was ready to lead. And yet, she is able to take a confident and direct stand that results in a

generational change. How does she get to this place? Most immediately, she comes to this

decision by way of affirmation from her cousin Mordecai. The gift of affirmation is that it allows

the best parts of us to be unearthed from within our souls. How can we seek out affirmation in

a way that can help guide our direction and steps, even in times like these?

● Words are spoken over her. Who is in your tribe? Who speaks life and words of

affirmation over you?

● Has doubts about who she is but sees those transform into places of strength.

● After-worship: Building your networks. How can we assess who is in our community, our

close-knit folks we can trust



June 28 Paul: Once Law, Forever Grace Acts 9:1-9

When we encounter Paul in Acts 9, we are actually meeting Saul. Before Paul wrote a significant

portion of the New Testament and led a movement of countless followers closer to Jesus, he

was a prosecutor, a zealous Jew who caused many to die because of their inability to follow the

law. In his life, we discover that the purpose of rules is one of protection, not enforcement.

Enforcement can be a consequence of rule-breaking, but when it becomes the point of having

the rules, it misses the point of God’s grace. In this message we’ll be invited to think of the

spaces where maybe we’ve been holding too tightly, and where we need grace to meet us in the

middle of our journeys.

● Moving into complete of trust of God.

● Seeking to offer grace to others

● This is the beginning of his story -- there is more to come.

○ Wesley -- ongoing path of sanctification

● After-worship: Possible reflection after worship from Flor. Flor leads.

July 5 David: Once Unfaithful, Forever Righteous 2 Samuel 11:2-5

Flor Norris-Hoydilla preaching

David is one of the most notorious characters in Scripture – the child who took down Goliath,

the boy who became a King, the poet who wrestled with God – yet he is known well for an act

of infidelity. Often in our lives, we cling to the places where we are unfaithful. As adulterers of

God’s love, we must be reminded that we are made faithful in the perfect eyes of God through

God’s grace. We don’t have to be enslaved to the sin that holds us back; rather, God’s love can

transform us.

● JP on vacation -- no on-camera this week

● Less self-focused and more others-focused.

● David loved God. Wanted to be in constant relationship.

● Flaws in choices as representative (or not) of flaws in character

● Repentance/confession/forgiveness

● After-worship: Journaling exercise. What does it look like to be open about where we’ve

been so that we can receive God’s vision of where we might go. Some form of shared

prayer? Flor leads.

July 12 Jesus: Unchanging Into Eternity Hebrews 13:7-16

Because of God’s immense love and grace, we can know that who we are now doesn’t have to

be who we end up. Transformation is always available to us because of God’s good work that



happened before we ever even knew we needed it. On this day we celebrate God’s incredible

grace and the great news that God is not done with us yet. Thanks be to God.

● “Lift up your heads, help is on the way and it won’t pass you by, you just gotta reach out

your hand. Lift up your eyes, love is on the way and it won’t pass your by, you just gotta

reach out your hand. Lift up your head, because love is on his way, and he won’t pass you

by, you just gotta reach out your hand.” (Audrey Assad – “Breaking You”…could be a

theme song for the series, but definitely needs to be played (probably as a part of the

message) on this Sunday)

● Consistency of God’s character. Believing in God’s unchanging nature even when we are

experiencing massive change.

● What are our personal experiences of Jesus? Where are the constants with Christ? Are

there new experiences or revelations to be aware of?

July 19 Stand-Alone: Our Wounds Matter John 20:24-28

Flor Norris-Hoydilla preaching

In this stand-alone sermon, we will get to know Pastor Flor’s story, and we will discover the

ways Jesus is a “Wounded Healer”, who can take our places of deepest hurt and offer tender

care and transformation.

Teach Us to Pray

July 26 - August 23, 2020

In Luke 11:1, we discover that, “Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of

his disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’” What follows is the

core of what will make up the Lord’s Prayer. In this series, we’ll think about the role of prayer in

our Christian lives. We’ll use this series as a vessel to share our NLI Breakthrough Prayer

(possibly also offering Sue Nilson Kibbey’s Flood Gates as a shared resource for discipleship), as

well as the ACTS of prayer. This is a way of structuring our prayer-life around Adoration,

Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication.

July 26 Breakthrough Prayer Luke 11:1-10

Some of this message will depend on the Breakthrough Prayer discerned by our NLI team, but

we will use this as an introduction to the concept of praying together as a church and some of

the key highlights of the prayer we see in Luke 11: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and

Supplication.

● Look to NLI team for breakthrough prayer in mid-late June

● Theme music?



Aug 2 Adoration Psalm 139:13-16

What would it look like if every prayer we shared began by praising God for who God is? The

focus of our prayers can be driven by our own needs or desires. In this message, we will think

about what it might look like for our lives to be centered on God’s goodness and reflecting God’s

praise in all of our circumstances and situations.

● Praise You In This Storm?

Aug 9 Confession 1 John 1:5-10

Flor Norris-Hoydilla preaching

Confession can feel like a naughty word in church. When we hear about confessing sin,

sometimes it can take us to an image of a booth with a priest. In other times, it can make us feel

guilty or ashamed. As we think about the importance of confession in prayer, we’ll want to

discover how confession is a gift that offers freedom from the burden of sin. Our honesty with

God invites us into a position of complete surrender to who God is and how God loves.

● Potential opportunity to walk through the liturgy of confession and pardon we use

before Communion?

Aug 16 Thanksgiving Habakkuk 3:16-19

Patrick Tugwell preaching (?)

It might be easy to lump thanksgiving in with adoration. But whereas adoration is the

opportunity to praise God for who God is, thanksgiving is the opportunity to show God

gratitude for what God does. This requires us to become unbound from our circumstances and

to believe that God is with us in every step of the journey we take in this life. The story of

Habakkuk reminds us that gratitude has less to do with our circumstances and more to do with

the belief that God will provide.

● NOTE: If Patrick decides not to preach this week, we will pivot to either Gary Robbins or

switch Flor here.

Aug 23 Supplication Philippians 4:4-7

Supplication is a churchy word. It boils down to “the ask”. When we pray, what are our asks of

God? Do we treat God like a vending machine, trying to press the right buttons to get our way?

Or do we make big, audacious asks of God, believing that God listens to us when we pray, even

if what we are asking for is out of alignment with God’s will? In this message, we will look not

only at the kinds of things we might be asking of God, but also at how prayer can be an

invitation to deeper communion with God to discover what God might be asking of us.

● Wrap up of series

● Transition into Fall? Need to keep an eye on this as summer unfolds.

---



Future ideas/calendar

The Ten

June 7 - August 16, 2020

In Exodus 20, we see an event take place that turns the world upside down. God shares the Ten

Commandments with the Israelite people. Even to this day, people who have no other concept of

the Christian faith or tradition often will at least know that the Ten Commandments exist. Often,

people are even able to name some of these commandments, even if they are not particularly

religious. While the Ten Commandments are known in culture, are they still relevant? Over the

summer of 2020, we’ll be on a journey through the Ten Commandments to see how they are

influenced by and continue to influence other elements of Scripture. As we go on this journey,

we’ll be looking at our own lives and stories to see how the Ten Commandments can still be

influential to people and communities in 2020 and in the times that are to come. This series will

encapsulate our entire summer of blended worship.

June 7 Why Commandments? Exodus 20:1-17

What was happening in the time of Exodus 20 that would invite commandments? What is

happening in and around us today that makes us continue to need commandments? As we

begin this series, we’ll look at some of the history behind the Ten Commandments, why they

were important then, their influence, and why they continue to be relevant in the 21st century.

Focus statement: The Ten Commandments stand as a part of human and religious history that

still have the potential to influence people now and well into the future.

Key pieces:

● Exodus 20:1-17

● Potential for historical background, etc.

● Something widely talked about in culture but largely misunderstood.

● Not just history, but goes before and beyond the Sinai moment

● This is about being set apart

June 14 I Am the Lord Your God Exodus 20:1-3

Exodus 3:13-15

On the surface, the first commandment appears to be more of a statement than a

commandment that would influence activity or behavior. But this statement is especially

important when we begin to trace the sourcing of God’s “I AM” identity. We will harken back to



the story of Moses and the burning bush to discover the etymology behind YHWH. In this, we

will discover that the Hebrew pronunciation of the divine is literally the sound of breathing,

creating within us a powerful opportunity to recognize the all-encompassing and all-enduring

power of God’s holy name.

Focus statement: Even a mere breath, standing by itself, has the power to speak the name of

God into a world desperate for God’s presence and love.

Key pieces:

● Exodus 3:13-15 -- YHWH

● Potential to talk about breath as prayer?

June 21 No Idols Exodus 20:4-6

Acts 17:22-28

When the Ten Commandments were written, we might guess that idols were being made like

statues of gold. Giant items that people could touch and make sacrifices toward. Today, our

idols tend to look a little different. Often our idols are people and ideas more than things and

fineries. And yet the commandment remains the same: we are to have no idols that would

distract us from who God is and how God loves. This week we’ll look at the Mars Hill speech

that features the altar of an unknown god and imagine how we might purge our lives of the

idols we so deeply, and sometimes so unknowingly, come to love.

Focus statement: Our idols, big or small, public or secret, have the potential to distract us from

the complete and comprehensive love of God.

Key pieces:

● Acts 17:22-28 -- to an unknown god

● The temptation we have to forge idols today is less a temptation to build gold big things

and more a temptation to put things in the “God spot/hub”

● Opportunity to use other scriptures that reference idols

● Think about the public/private nature of this -- American Idol vs who we follow on SM

● Annual Conference weekend

June 28 Don’t Take the Lord’s Name in Vain Exodus 20:7

Matthew 5:33-37

No swearing. It’s something we’ve likely heard from our parents at some point. In some towns

there are laws against it. Increasingly, however, “cuss words” are becoming accessible and

acceptable in media and in our lives. We’ll think this week about the importance of using our

words well and why words matter. Additionally, we’ll think about what swearing really means.



To swear on God’s behalf is to commit God to an action, something we don’t have the power to

do and something that can minimize the real power, hope, and love that comes from God to all

of God’s people.

Focus statement: Our words matter, especially when they put us in roles and places we don’t

belong.

Key pieces:

● Matthew 5:33-37 -- The idea of “I swear to God”. When we use the word “swearing”, it’s

about allegiance and faithfulness. To attribute that to something or someone other than

God is to diminish the role of God in our lives.

● Reassigning roles. We are promising God’s action, something that isn’t our role.

● Words are important. What you say matters.

● Think about John 1 -- the word made flesh.

July 5 Keep the Sabbath Exodus 20:8-11

Genesis 2:1-3

Simply put, we are really bad at keeping Sabbath, especially in northern Virginia. This week’s

message is meant to be a simple reminder that even God needs Sabbath. We aren’t bigger or

greater than God, so to avoid Sabbath or pretend that we are too busy for Sabbath is to put

ourselves in a position which we have neither earned nor need to hold.

Focus statement: We are never too busy to have set-apart time for God to speak into and

through our lives.

Key pieces:

● Genesis 2:1-3 -- If God can keep sabbath, so can you.

● Speaking on mindfulness, being present.

● Meditation as a pathway to sabbath-keeping

● We don’t have a problem with selfishness in so many other areas of life, but in this place

where we are called to think of ourselves a little more, we often don’t.

● Jen Taylor?

July 12 Honor Your Father and Mother Exodus 20:12

Luke 2:41-52

Most of the commandments are clear: do this or don’t do that. This is the commandment that

may be the most ambiguous of the ten. What does it mean to honor parents? How is this a

two-way street for parents and children to share life together? How do we do this well as

children grow to be adults? And what happens when parents aren’t present for children?



Amidst the many questions that come with this commandment, there are also opportunities to

share and bear love as individuals and families in a way that not only honors people, but honors

God.

Focus statement: Honoring moms and dads is a part of our call, but as evidenced by the story of

Jesus being left at the temple, it is something we are always working toward rather than

something we have accomplished.

Key pieces:

● Luke 2:41-52 -- Jesus as a boy at the temple (he obeyed his parents)

● VBS weekend

● CR commissioning

● Encouragement to parents: The Bible doesn’t have a model for perfect parenting. Even

the perfect Father has to see his Son die. Don’t beat yourself up if you don’t always get it

right. And know that even your greatest efforts to protect your kids might not always get

the job done. And yet, God is still God.

● To kids: This isn’t something you are given as an option. It’s a command. Not dependent

on how well your parents do it.

● Honoring each other within the family. Learning from each other and modeling what you

do.

● Is there a word of grace to be spoken here to people who are caring for their parents in a

later season of life? You’re not a failure if you have to put your parents in a retirement

community.

● Deadbeat parents -- the power of forgiveness to let go of the past.

● Other scriptures

○ Ruth 1:1-18 -- Where you go I will go, stay I will stay

○ Abraham and Isaac?

July 19 Do Not Kill Exodus 20:13

Psalm 13:1-6

Guest Preacher -- TBD

This may seem like an exceptionally obvious commandment: don’t kill people. The reality is that

while this is very clear, there are nuances that we must address in thinking about this as a

community. How does this speak to persons who are a part of the military and have had to take

other lives as a part of their job? How does this address suicide? This weekend we will plan to

have a guest preacher who has clinical experience and can speak to these two challenging

realities that likely have impacted people in our community. We’ll plan to address Wesley’s first

general rule, Do No Harm, and discover that this is not meant to be a commandment of

judgment or malice, but a place for us to have open and honest conversation.



Focus statement: God’s commandment to not kill is centered on the potential we have to

perpetuate harm, even unto ourselves. Our invitation is to find all people, even ourselves, are

worth loving well.

Key pieces:

● Seems like an obvious statement. Further to go into Wesley’s first rule of “do no harm”

● Psalm 13:1-6

● Likely guest preacher. Chance to talk about suicide?

● Costa Rica and Jurisdictional Conference

● Need to be able to clarify about people who may have committed suicide as place of

pain and hurt.

● Just War theory? What about those who have killed on behalf of country or as a part of

their job, intentionally or otherwise?

July 26 Don’t Commit Adultery Exodus 20:14

Matthew 5:27-30

In the dictionary, adultery is defined as “voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person

and someone other than her or his spouse.” As we learn in the book of Matthew, however,

adultery is something bigger than this definition for Christians. This commandment is really

about the issue of lust, specifically the lust of bodies. The problem with lust is that it leads to

objectification, seeing people as purposed for use rather than life and enjoyment. It values

physical cravings over the deep cravings of the soul. We’ll think about the different sourcings for

lust in our lives and the ways we can rise above temptation, both for our own hearts and for the

ways we may intentionally or unintentionally be causing temptation for others.

Focus statement: God designs people for more than what simple lust can provide.

Key pieces:

● Matthew 5:27-30 -- It’s more than just having sex with somebody else. It’s lust. What

does lust look like in its various forms.

● Pornography -- look into what Floris offers (Celebrate Recovery)

● Use of social media to emphasize this

● Image-based culture tends to drive us more in this direction

● Do we use our bodies as a tool to get the attention our souls crave?

● Adultery is not reserved for married people. Possibility of referencing premarital sex,

hookup culture, etc.

● Satisfying physical craving over soul craving

● Other scriptures



○ 1 John 2:15-17

Aug 2 Don’t Steal Exodus 20:15

Psalm 62:1-12

Much like the commandment to not murder, the commandment to not steal feels very simple.

Don’t take that which doesn’t belong to you. Too often, however, we oversimplify this to mean

objects or money. While this commandment can be about objects and money, what would it

look like for it to be about something bigger than just those things? For example, how do we

participate in the theft of time or energy? We’ll remember the leadership phrase “you get the

pizza you order” and think about how we are called to invest well no matter what resources we

have at hand, and how God invites us to share out of God’s abundance rather than take out of

our scarcity.

Focus statement: Whether it be materials or something else, we are called to share out of God’s

abundance rather than take out of our scarcity.

Key pieces:

● Psalm 62:1-12 -- Theft is the type of thing that makes us dependent on ourselves. Easy to

point to money or items. Stealing of time, of energy, etc. instead.

● Stealing energy -- positive and negative person in the same room, who influences who?

Bad apple spoils the bunch.

● What you have doesn’t define you, how you use your breath does.

● What are you breathing into the world?

● Cancel culture -- tearing everything down

● Stealing time -- investing in yourself instead of in the people around you.

● Communion Sunday -- intentionality of how we share time together

Aug 9 Don’t Bear False Witness Exodus 20:16

Luke 4:14-30

Patrick Tugwell guest preaching

We are always telling a story. The question isn’t whether or not we’re telling a story, but what

kind of story we choose to tell. This commandment forces us to look into the mirror. Who are

we when no one else is looking? How much time do we spend forming an external image of

ourselves that doesn’t match who God has created us to be? We’ll join together this week to

think about what it means to stop pretending and start living authentically into the life God

made for each and every one of us.

Focus statement: God didn’t make us to be someone else or to pretend to be something or

someone that we are not.



Key pieces:

● Luke 4:14-30 -- Tell the truth, but include your faith in the truth you tell. We are always

telling a story. The choice isn’t whether you tell a story, it’s what kind of story you tell.

● Are you trying to be something or someone that you’re not.

● Who are you when no one’s looking? (Sheri: What did God see?)

● Spirit of intentionality. Path to hell is paved with good intentions.

● There is no pretending in God’s presence

● Inward focus

● Patrick guest preach?

Aug 16 Do Not Covet Exodus 20:17

Luke 12:13-21

As we conclude this summer series, we’ll think about what it looks like to trust in God’s

provision. Many times we see what someone else has or who someone else is and say

something like “Why can’t I have that/be like that”? This mentality isn’t reserved for us as

individuals. If we’re not careful, we can do this as a church too. Not coveting means to find deep

delight in who God made when God made you. In who God called you to when God called you

to this church. In a world where we have imitators of each other, this commandment (and, in

conclusion, this series) is an invitation to live authentically in our own skin.

Focus statement: We wrap up the summer series with an invitation to be fully ourselves as

individuals and as a church.

Key pieces:

● Luke 12:13-21 -- God will provide. You don’t need to want what someone else has. You

are yourself. God created you. What will you do with your calling?

● Rob Bell -- Is it normal for…?

● What does it look like for you to be fully yourself?

● Irenaeus -- the glory of God is a human being fully alive

● Outward focus

● Also a chance to wrap up the whole series, pitch toward back to school.

--

Back to school ideas

New Normal -- stories that follow the resurrection of Jesus. New Normal community, family,

etc.?



First -- stewardship

Seven Deadly Sins

---

Other Summer Ideas

● Breakthrough Prayer (Flood Gates or Ultimate Reliance) “Teach Us to Pray”

○ Some of the different forms of prayer that the Scriptures invite

■ Lord’s Prayer

■ Breath Prayer

■ Forgiveness

■ Examen

■ Lectio Divina

■ Silence/solitude

■ Lead into Breakthrough Prayer initiative

● 4 Big Questions

● Changes

○ Potential Mid-June to July

○ Focusing on presence

● Bible/lectionary

● Heroes?

○ Imagine guide training -- spiritual but not religious

○ Transformational

○ My childhood, my life, what has shaped me. Understanding the why. How have I

become who I am?

○ Created to be an amazing human being. The imago Dei in each of us.

○ “You are who you were at 15. This is who you were supposed to be.”

○ Revamped last summer, but put into a small group study. Study followed in

sequence with series.

■ Culminated with a retreat.

■ Gave people the chance to participate whether or not they did the small

groups.

○ Could we do this with leaders in the summer? Offer as a study and growth

opportunity. Lead into the Fall when it could be a sermon series and small group

study.

○ Pair with StrengthsFinder? This first and then SF



Schedules

● Flor

○ No planned vacation

○ Look at August for a week-ish

● JP

○ July 15-24 planned

○ Looking at an alternate window of June 29-July 7

June 14 Change 1

June 21 Change 2

June 28 Change 3

July 5 Change 4 (Flor’s first “official” Sunday “My Story” -- possible JP vacation)

July 12 Change 5

July 19 Flor preach, pick Scripture, etc. “Our Wounds Matter” John 20:24-28)

July 26 Teach 1

Aug 2 Teach 2

Aug 9 Teach 3

Aug 16 Teach 4

Aug 23 Teach 5

----

Aug 30 Loudon/FCPS restart -- Planned “Fall Kickoff”


