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ABOUT OUR TOUR

About Our Tour

When visiting a county, especially the first time, it is difficult to know where 
to go and what to see.  Trying to figure out a reasonable tour can be con-
founding; the various permutations and combination of cities and attractions 
can become unmanageable.  While there are vast resources on the web, 
this quantity can complicate rather than simplify the problem.  There is a 
lack of definitive answers.  

Our Tour books thread individual locations into a vacation; one that has 
been researched, planned and taken.  Each book in the Our Tour series pro-
vides a plan for a single trip that may be executed as is or of course custom-
ized to better align with individual preferences.

The trips are usually 2 to 3 weeks in length.  Each book provides coverage 
from the first to last day summarizing the route taken, the areas / cities vis-
ited, the hotels where we stayed, the sites visited, and occasionally com-
ments and observations. Tips and references are provided where available. 
Each location is presented with photographs intended to capture and com-
municate a sense of the location.

The information provided is current as of the time the tour was taken.  While 
tourist attractions are relatively stable, hotels, restaurants and local tours are 
quite changeable.  So as a measure  of precaution it is advisable to review 
any recommendations included here with reviews more current to your time 
of travel.  Resources are included in the book for this purpose.
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Our Tour journals are an expression of indi-
vidual taste, likes and dislikes.  One 
should always reflect on their own prefer-
ences when planning a trip.



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

About the Authors

We (Bill and Linda) are veteran travellers with over forty years ex-
perience covering Europe, North America, South America, Carib-
bean, and Asia. We have been married for thirty of those. 

We have travelled by ourselves as a couple, with friends, with 
relatives, as part of a tour, and as part of a private tour. 

We work together developing the travel plans, although it is Linda 
who tends to decide on the destination and major sites, while Bill 
works out the details.  If we are travelling with others, they of 
course participate in the planned to the extent they want to or 
have interest.

In preparing these travel journals, Linda keeps the notes and Bill 
takes the pictures and writes the books.

4

Linda

Bill



PREPARATION

Preparation

Goal Setting

Why do we plan a trip rather than just go and see what happens? Well, we’ve 
done both.  However, planning is driven in part by what we want to accomplish 
and the nature of the travel.  Sometimes travel is to an island in the sun where 
planning is greatly simplified; sitting on the beach is the plan.  Other times, we 
are travelling at great expense, with time limitations and the goal "to see as 
much as possible without going nuts." Importantly when travelling with some-
one else planning gets everyone in agreement on the sites visited, and not, the 
timing, duration, etc.  There is little point having disagreement on these points 
while on tour.

So the question is how much planning. This depends on the goals of the travel 
and needs:

• You know what you're going to do: 
It doesn't make sense to wake up in the morning in some foreign country not 
knowing what to do.  Fumbling around looking for things to do is a waste of 
time.  

• You see all the things you want to:  
Often there are more things to see than there is time and therefore it be-
comes necessary to set priorities. This task is best drafted and agreement 
established before travelling. Conversely,  it provides some assurance that 
you don't miss something you should see because you didn't know about it.

• Develop contingencies: 
Weather is the thing that most often affects plans; identifying a mix of indoor 
and outdoor activities allows one to select among the options based on local 
conditions at the time.

• Getting the things (hotels, shows, etc.) you want: 
Last minute hotel selection can work but if you want the best value for your 
money those hotels are often booked well in advance. A good show may 
have seats available but there is a high risk they won't be or choice will be 
limited.

• Simplifying the travel period: 
Travel can elevate the level of stress; the goal is to minimise that as much as 
possible while travelling so that you can focus on the experience itself and 
avoid needless distractions. Removing real-time decisions and travel 
choices is one means of doing so; planning does that.

• Agreement: 
A well-documented and complete travel plan lays out for each participant 
what will be covered and importantly what will not.  It provides the opportu-
nity to make changes before the plan is set; making changes on tour is often 
very difficult if not impossible.  
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PLANNING

Planning

While our planning process has remained fairly stable, new tools regularly be-
come available that result in significant improvements (e.g., better information 
for decision making, faster, more efficient planning, etc.). 

Broadly the steps we take are:

• Confirm the destination:  
This is generally at the regional or country level, for example: Portugal.

• Approximate time of year and duration: 
There are three approaches to determine time of year one visits: [1] availabil-
ity [2] an event [3] crowds.  Availability is of course when the travellers are 
available (e.g., when the children are out of school). Event on the other hand 
is when there is some event happening at the destination (e.g., the Wilde-
beest Migration in Tanzania).  Last is choosing an on or off-season period; 
we tend to choose off-season to avoid the crowds and the stress that comes 
with that. However, during the off-season it may be that not all activities are 
available.   
 
Duration is one of the major constraints on the number of things that can be 
done; time of year dictates weather and availability of attractions, for exam  
 

ple two weeks in November in Portugal: rainy season, temperatures in the 
mid teens Celsius; beach activities likely limited. 

• Identify key attractions or sites to visit: 
These are the broad strokes, that set the overall framework of the travel 
plan, for example Braga, Lisbon, Faro.

• Draft the route between the key attractions: 
This develops travel options, such as plane, train, bus, car, etc. Determining 
the route can become an optimization problem of trying to minimise travel 
time between sites and route simplification.  Sometimes it becomes apparent 
that sites need to be dropped just because of the complexity and / or cost in 
time / money.

• Identify any secondary attractions: 
Secondary attractions are opportunities located near the key attractions 
or those found along the way, for example I look for World Heritage sites 
such as Tomar

• Allocate time to each (key / secondary) attraction: 
This is important to ensure the plan is practical.  For example, having two 
weeks: [1] can I see everything? [2] how much time can I spend in each 
place? [3] am I spending enough time each site deserves, etc.[4] how much 
time does it take to travel between locations? Does it all add up?
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• Sanity Check: 
Make sure there are not too many different cities, too many sites in any one 
place, that travel time between locations is within reason and does not con-
sume an unreasonable percentage of the total trip.  

• Draft photography plan (optional): 
Review pictures of the areas you are considering.  Even if you're not a pho-
tographer, looking at pictures of the attractions will offer more insight into 
what to expect and thus help when prioritization becomes necessary.  

• Find hotels / Prepare budget:  
You know where you are going, what you want to see, now select hotels. 
 Sum up the costs and if it's within budget proceed.  

• Make reservations, as necessary and appropriate: 
This is about getting the hotels, shows, and other attractions you want.  It 
also reduces stress during the travel period; it allows one to focus on sight-
seeing rather than finding hotels, standing in lines for seats, etc.  

• Document and publish the plan:  
A complex plan is difficult to remember. Put the details in an electronic calen-
dar, publish it to PDF, and print it out (some places want hard copy of confir-
mations), for example, the full itinerary, confirmation numbers, costs, prepaid 
vs. not.  
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TOOLS

Tools

Execution of the above process is greatly simplified by the availability of online 
resources and other tools:

Google Earth: 
Plot routes at a high-level; time between locations, see pictures of sites, hotel 
locations

GPS Device [e.g., Garmin]: 
Plot detailed routes, time between locations. Load all hotels and sites to be vis-
ited before departure

Hotels.com / Booking.com:  
To see hotel reviews and make reservations.  We find the reviews are helpful 
and the ratings are generally accurate. They seem to have a wide range of cov-
erage as well.  However, they do not have full coverage (none do as far as I 
can tell) so if nothing looks interesting visiting a hotel chain’s web site is also an 
option, albeit a little more tedious.  

Tripadvisor:  
This provides broader coverage including attractions, restaurants, etc., and at-
tempts to rank them.  We have used this to find restaurants or confirm recom-
mendations provided by hotel staff.  My view is it is helpful but treat recommen-

dations with caution; the absolute rank number may be less useful than the per-
centile of the rank.

World Heritage Site:  
A point of view on significant sites to see. Travel blogs, etc., offer many opin-
ions. If nothing else the World Heritage Sites are selected based on publicly 
disclosed criteria. 

Wikipedia / Wiki Travel:  
Background and history check. Helps in selecting local attractions.  Wikitravel 
offers insights as well.

Google Search:  
This casts the widest net for information about a location or site.  

Flickr, 500px:  
A good source of pictures, providing a sense of what the destination looks like 
and the popular attractions (based on how many shots there are).

Calendar program: 
Putting the complete itinerary into a calendar helps organize things and con-
firms completeness.  I use Mac's Calendar program which allows me to synch 
it to my iPhone, publish it so family and friends can see it and print it to PDF so 
I can store it off-line and print it.  
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DON’T BE A SLAVE

Don’t be a slave

Travelling is about having fun.  The plan is there to help by removing the inhibi-
tors to having fun.  As such, travelling could be seen as simply executing the 
plan.  However, one should always allow the spontaneous and unplanned activ-
ity room on the agenda.  These are often the things that elevate a trip from a 
fast-food experience to an owner-owned bistro experience.  When travelling in 
a group it is always possible to either get agreement or to go separate ways for 
that part of the day.
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Our 11 day tour in February 2014 was split across 
three venues: the train ride from Nairobi to Mombasa, 
the Safari, and Zanzibar.

The train ride, tour of Mombasa and return drive to Nai-
robi was 2 nights.  The Safari was 5 nights and Zanzi-
bar was 3. 

JOURNAL
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On this part of the trip we took an overnight train from Nairobi to Mombasa, 
where we spent the night.  The following day we had a tour of Fort Jesus, the 
old town of Mombasa and then we drove back to Nairobi.  We had a driver.  

The journey to Mombasa is on an old, narrow gauge, colonial-era, train.  At 
the time of writing (May 2014) there are plans to replace this equipment with 
something more current.  The choice of taking the train was because of the 
experience of riding a classic train, over night and seeing the view along the 
way.  In contrast to driving, it is slower but less stressful and certainly more 
scenic.  

The trip started with a drive to the train station. Normally a 20 minute drive it 
turned into a 2 hour journey of heavy traffic due to rain.  The scheduled de-
parture was 7:00; we were expected to arrive at the train station at 6:00. Our 
actual arrival was at 6:40. But as luck would have it the train was delayed ... 
2 hours ... Due to the rain. So no fretting was required on our journey to the 
train. None was expended. 

At 9:30 we were called for dinner where we had a modest affair topped off 
with fresh fruit which I declined based on the advice of my medical support 
team. We then returned to our cabin where the beds were made and ready 
to consume. 
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We were instructed to lock our cabin door and keep the windows shut. There 
wasn't a lot of explanation.  It spawned all sorts of dark images including 
bands of marauding monkeys climbing down from the roof of the train into the 
open window. However likely that scenario may have been I think the truth lay 
closer to the predicted thunderstorm and heavy rain.  

Under the full moon one could see what appeared to be savanna; grassland 
with low bushes and the typically shaped African trees. Under that light the 
bushes looked like herds of animals: elephants; buffalo; giraffe. There were 
only a few lights that appeared infrequently along the route. 

The train seemed to be of British design possibly from colonial times. Every-
thing was well-worn; tired. But the train was clean; the hole-in-the-floor facilities 
did not smell. The passageway on the left of the car was narrow, may be 30 
cms. There was no way people could pass each other without one stepping 
into a cabin. 

Each cabin had two berths, an upper and lower. A counter which opened to 
reveal a sink. A narrow closet. The lighting was sporadic; sometimes working; 
other times not. Sometimes it would take several minutes after flicking the 
switch. Our neighbouring cabin had no lights at all. Fortunately we had a 
flashlight. 

The train rocked back and forth. It made all sorts of sounds. The guttural tones 
of the Diesel engine could be heard along with the light smell of its fumes. It 
never felt unsafe but it never seemed to go very fast either.

 The train stopped frequently during the night. Picking up and dropping off 
along the way. 

6:05 AM it was getting brighter.  When the train slowed one could hear the 
birds. The shapes of elephants gave way to bushes, giraffes to trees. There 
were farms along the way. Growing corn. Herding goats. People walking along 
paths to somewhere. They stop, they wait, they wave. 

The train stopped in a place with no more than just a few farm houses, a side 
track with cars, and engine, a sleeping driver in his seat. In front of that train a 
man with a machine gun. 

The breakfast bell was rung at about 7:30. It was served with fruit, juice, sau-
sage, eggs and beans. The coffee was weak and unsatisfying. 

Three machine-gun-toting security guards came in for breakfast  belaying the 
monkey theory about keeping windows and doors locked.  I wondered where 
they were stationed. I was told at the interface between first class and the rest. 
Blocking passage. 

We returned to our cabin at around 8:30. About 8:50 I saw my first elephant. It 
was brown. Later I saw a herd of camels. They too were brown. 

In the full light of day the cabin looked more rundown; its age more evident. 
The unremovable ground-in dirt of 50+ years; the chips in the cabinet's cover-
ing; the rolled up edges of the linoleum flooring. The washrooms were a hole in 
the floor with the tracks below. A pleasant breeze during the squat.  

Through the vignetted windows the country rolled by; scrub; low bushes  and 
waving people, always waving, mostly children very few adults. Children run 
along side. Waving. Asking for sweets. 

The conductor said we were running 3 hours late. This would put us into Mom-
basa at 1:00 assuming no other delays. 

Approaching Mombasa the train runs adjacent to the highway. Mostly heavy 
trucks and busses. At 66 km from Mombasa it is 1:26PM, 3.5 hours late. It will 
be at least one more hour. May be two. At 3:05 and we are still not in Mom-
basa. It is hot. We can see the ocean so we must be close. Our driver will pick 
us up at the train station and take us to the hotel where we will shower and 
then go for dinner.  Tomorrow we will off to Fort Jesus. It is better seen in the 
morning. 
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The train arrived at 3:57.  The drive to the hotel was less than 5 minutes.  We 
showered and drove across town to Tamarind Restaurant for an excellent 
dinner. 

We were up before 7:00. Before that a couple times during the night while still 
dark I heard the call to prayer issued from the mosque. 

As light emerged I went out onto the balcony. It was hot and humid. The city 
was quiet. Just a few cabs, and one or two people walking along. The pigeons 
watched the street below from their perch atop a building across the street. 
Like a school of fish another flock of pigeon reinforcements arrived to stand 
guard. Above the people guards on the street. As soon as they came they 
departed. 

The cityscape comprised cement low-rises coloured mostly in white, or beige 
peppered with trees and only a few roof gardens. Instead were water tanks 
and satellite dishes. The streets held a fine dusting of paper litter along the gut-
ter edge. 

My breakfast was a Spanish Omelette, dhal,  chapati, bacon and a banana. 
The bacon was irregularly cut, not the precisely cut strips we are used to. 

Our visit to Fort Jesus and the old town of Mombasa was guided by Amid. He 
charged 1,500 shillings for the 5 of us. We tipped an additional 600 which was 
way too much.  The tour was about 2.5 hours. It was informative. The tour of 
old Mombasa was for me more interesting than the fort; it was different.  Fort 
tours, like castle tours, like church tours, can become quite repetitive after a 
while. 

On the way out of Mombasa we stopped in a grocery store to pickup water and 
fruit. We left at about 12:20.  Traffic was slow leaving the city. Not so much 
heavy. The combination of heavy trucks and speed bumps. Kenyans appear to 
be cautious drivers, for the most part. The highway to Nairobi was occupied by 
all manner of vehicles: bicycles, motorbikes, push carts, passenger vehicles, 
but the dominate one was the slow, heavily loaded truck. They all posted the 

80-in-a-circle symbol but rarely did they achieve even half that. As we reached 
1:30 the city had given way to country side.  The slow trucks congested 
around hills which there were several. On the flat land the roads were straight 
providing the opportunity to pass.  Yet opportunity came sprinkled with pot-
holes which were big and deep. 

The natural countryside of bush and grass was spotted with little patches of 
corn field; sometimes just a few 10s of square meters, sometimes a hector or 
so. 

People walked along the road. Where was unclear. 

Speed bumps marked the entrance to each village, reported first by a long line 
of trucks.  These speed bumps are big, demanding attention. Probably to differ-
entiate themselves from the potholes. A mater of pride derived from a need to 
dominate. 

The truck in front of us was weaving from left to right, several times, not very 
fast. "Is he drunk? No, just avoiding potholes."

The routine ebbed into a regular cycle: reach a line of trucks; slow to near stop; 
drive over a speed bump; enter a village ; run a gauntlet of parked trucks; 
reach the speed bump on the village exit; pass a queue of trucks; enjoy a few 
minutes of open highway; reach a hill and the resulting queue or reach a vil-
lage and the cycle begins again. 

While we might reach a top speed of 100km, our averaged was half that. 

In one section massive potholes spotted the road causing trucks in both direc-
tions to engage in a back-and-forth dance across each other’s lanes without 
incident or impact. 

Monkeys on the road at 2:20. Camels at 2:40. By 2:50 most of the farms are 
gone. Bushes and low flat-top trees dominate the landscape. We start to see 
safari lodges. Truck traffic remains heavy. Geography is against the traveller to 
Nairobi as the elevation difference means on average one is driving uphill and 
uphill means slow truck traffic. 
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In a couple of counts trucks were 50-80% of the traffic. 

4:10 we finished lunch. Fried chicken with fries, ugali and salad with Tusker. 
Free-range or organic chicken is what we would call it, but here it is just the 
way it is made, no hormones no mass production. The fries were made of po-
tato, not some solidified emulsion.  On the advice of my doctor I didn't eat the 
salad, rather I had a beer. 

The quality of the driving was generally quite good. Truckers tended to be slow 
and cautious. I didn't see any really stupid / dangerous moves. Bus drivers, on 
the other hand, were risk takers. This almost without exception. They passed 
when others would wait, they pushed as much as they could. I don’t think I’ll 
take an inter-city bus in Kenya.  

We drove by a local bus being pushed by its passengers. 

6:00. Our driver informs us we are about 150 km to Nairobi. 6:37. The rain 
starts and quickly proceeds to downpour status. 

Night driving. Working headlights and taillights seem to be an option. So when 
darkness comes those that have inadequate equipment drop off but not after 
waiting until the last moment. Taillights however are lacking on many. High 
beams are used liberally. If you see one light approaching is it a motorcycle or 
a truck with one light. There are no street lights.  

10:00 we arrive.
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Nairobi Train Station: Waiting in station due to delayed departure

GALLERY 2.1 Nairobi to Mombasa
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Milton, the driver, arrived at 6:45 AM and we left at 7:00.  He took us to the 
boarder with Tanzania, which is about 170 KM from Nairobi, where we 
switched cars. Our new drive was Simon; he would be our driver / guide for 
the remainder of the Safari.  From the boarder we drove to Arusha for lunch 
and then the safari began.  

At 7:00 the Nairobi traffic was already heavy. Probably exasperated by the 
rain, which had stopped, but left the streets wet. 

Milton estimated a 3 hour transit. Our drive back from Mombasa coupled with 
the stop-and-go traffic made me skeptical  so I prepared myself for 4 or more 
hours.

At 7:50 we reached the highway, and were driving against the traffic. Along 
the road were hundreds of people walking into the city from the nearby 
slums. They run to catch the infrequent buses or just hitch a ride on any open 
truck going by. 

By 9:00 we were well out of Nairobi.  The landscape was rural; some farms, a 
few factories, power stations, gas stations. Not dissimilar to what one may 
find in rural southwest Ontario.  Although there are differences in architecture 
and the trees.

It was wet and chilly with cloud cover. Milton said the rains were late this year.  
In the distance a shear mesh of clouds hid the mountains.  A street sign re-
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ported the direction to Kilimanjaro. Does it lie behind that veil? There were 
cows in the fields watched by a shepherd. This route had much less traffic than 
the route to Mombasa. No trucks at all. 

By 10:00 we were 15km from the boarder. Still cloud covered and cool, the rain 
had stopped and the roads were dry. Lots of goats and donkeys. Maasai peo-
ple, distinguished by their attire, were becoming more prevalent. 

We arrived at the boarder and there was no line to speak off. Not the 45 minute 
wait anticipated. The process took about 15 minutes. 

We met our driver-guide, Simon, and transferred to his Toyota Jeep. He will be 
with us for the next 5 days. Simon is a Maasai. We leave the boarder on our 
way to Arusha to meet Emmanuel, the tour operator,  who will brief us on the 
safari and then have lunch. 

While we had seen several police checks this this time we were stopped. Not 
too onerous. Check the driver's license, ask a few questions, look through the 
window at what we are carrying. Total time about 3 minutes. 

We had lunch at Mount Meru Hotel in Arusha.  A buffet with a Tusker. An up-
scale location.  Mixed reviews from our group of three.  

After lunch and a briefing from the tour operator, we drove to Lake Manyara 
Park. Simon explained that the manyara plant is used by the Maasai to cover 
the outside of the fence encircling their villages because the leaves are poison-
ous and keep the nasty animals out. On the inside of the wall the Maasai used 
thorny  branches to keep their cattle in. 

At the park we saw baboons, silver and blue monkeys, giraffe, zebras, buffalo, 
impala, wildebeest, and various birds. We stayed in the park just a couple of 
hours, which after a long day was enough.  We felt quite happy with what we 
saw.

We arrived 7:30PM at the hotel, showered and enjoyed the fixed menu meal. 
The lamb was better than that served at Mount Meru Hotel. Bougain Villea Sa-

fari Lodge was excellent. Beautiful well maintained gardens, good food, excel-
lent and friendly service. 

The next day we left late, 9:30, as planned, which really turned out to be good. 
We had a good long sleep and a relaxing breakfast. 

Our destination was the Serengeti and Seronera Valley, and our route took us 
through the Ngorongoro Crater Conversation Area.  Once entering the Conser-
vation Area the roads changed to gravel.  

Our first stop was a lookout point atop the edge of the Crater, From this point 
we could see the full expanse of the crater, the lake and even herds of 
animals. It was like peering into a bowl containing a miniature world.

Our second stop was a little Maasai village.   There was a charge for the tour, 
$50US. They charge by the car, not by individual.  We were the only group 
there.  We were there about an hour, and were guided by a young man, 26, 
Cara.  As we waited in the parking area, and after we paid our fee, we were 
greeted with a welcome dance of some 30 or so Maasai. When completed we 
were invited into their village where there was more dancing, including their fa-
mous jumping dance.  There was a lot of laughing. Our Maasai guide took us 
through the village.  He showed us his hut, with the structure made of 
branches, filled with grasses, mud and dung.  We were shown their kindergar-
den of about 10 little children.  They did want us to buy some of their merchan-
dise but we declined.  It was a bit of a hard sell.  

After the village we drove a short distance, off road and found a tree, parked 
and had a picnic lunch.  

By 3:00 we had finished and were on our way to our hotel, but with frequent 
stops along the way to look at the animals.  It was a good pace, but not 
rushed.

By 7:15 we were at the hotel and 8:00 we were having dinner.  

18

http://mountmeruhotel.com
http://mountmeruhotel.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tusker_(beer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tusker_(beer)
http://www.bougainvillealodge.net
http://www.bougainvillealodge.net
http://www.bougainvillealodge.net
http://www.bougainvillealodge.net


The next day we left early spending the morning in the Seronera Valley, return-
ing to the hotel for lunch.  After lunch we started on our way to Lake Masek, 
where we would spend the next two nights. 

The morning was exciting; seeing elephants, leopards, lions, and giraffe many 
for the first time in the wild.  In many cases our guide was able to get us within 
10-20 meters of these animals (making even my 200mm lens too long).  While 
there were gaps with no animals, it was impressive how many there were; it 
was almost a constant stream of separate plays, where the actors are the ani-
mals, separated by a short interlude.  It leaves one with a sense of community; 
that this is a busy place with lots happening.  

There are also a lot of other groups out there.  Not that there are traffic jams, 
but it’s not uncommon to arrive at a spot to see 6 to 10 other jeeps.  The guides 
seem to have formed their own community; this is their work environment and 
many, like our drive with 16+ years experience, know it well.  There is regular 
chatter on the wireless; sharing locations of spotted animals and quips (judg-
ing by the laughter). They also share some principles, such as making sure 
they don’t block each other’s view.  

The guides are not allowed to drive off road. However, there is good network of 
roads, appearing to be a fairly complete grid, such that there is usually a way 
and an angle to get a view.  

It was nice to return to the hotel for a non-picnic lunch and a break from sitting 
in the car.  It was warm (probably in the high 20’s or low 30s C) with medium 
humidity. While it was overcast, it was bright (I could still shoot at high speed 
with a 1.5x tele-converter). The roads were dusty and bumpy so a cool beer fit 
the moment.  While the Seronera Wildlife Lodge was not at the same level of 
service, food and accommodations as the other places we stayed, it was suffi-
cient.  It’s key feature was its location in the Seronera Valley which made arriv-
ing early to see the animals and returning for lunch feasible.

The approximately 70km drive to Lake Masek was split across four hours as a 
result of a leisurely pace and frequent stops to watch the animals and take pic-
tures.

Like each place before, when we arrived at the Masek Tented Camp, we were 
greeted by the staff with a towel to wash our hands and a cool drink.  A nice 
custom.  We were then informed of some of the rules, including:

• Guests are not allowed to walk outside after dark; if one is in their tent they 
need to call the front desk and they will send security; a Maasai warrior with 
spear. 

• While there was electricity in the tents, it could not be used for personal use.  
All charging of devices needed to be done in the main lodge, where there 
was a charging station (bring you own plugs, adapters, chargers).  

Spending a night in a tent was highly recommended to us as it enables one to 
hear all the sounds of the wild at night. However, the traditional form of tenting 
didn’t appeal to us. This was our compromise, largely tilted towards the cabin 
than the tent one could hear the sounds.  But with all that, after a long day, we 
found ourselves falling asleep very quickly and thus oblivious to what hap-
pened outside the canvas walls.  

The following day was spent in the Lake Ndutu area where there was a river, a 
large number of calving wildebeest and thus lions and cheetah.  It had rained 
heavily during the night so as we left in the morning the roads were muddy and 
treacherous.  Our driver got us through; others did not.  We spent some time 
trying to pull someone out of the mud, only to get him out and then he pro-
ceeded to get stuck again.  It was at this point one comes to realise the value 
of an experienced driver.

We eventually made it over to the river area where there were thousands of wil-
debeest, some grazing and others crossing the river.  This is were we caught 
up with a pride of lions on the hunt.  Our guide spotted a wildebeest sitting in 
the deep grass and parked the jeep about 20 meters away and we waited.  Af-
ter a few minutes we saw a lion making it’s way through the grass and low 
bushes.  At about 5 meters from the wildebeest the lion saw it and sprang on 
to the beast biting and holding into it’s neck. There was very little struggle.  Our 
guide said the wildebeest was probably sick.  After just a few minutes the rest 
of the pride caught up and they circled the kill to protect it.  
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After some 20 minutes or so the lions left the scene with the wildebeest un-
touched.  They realised it was sick and thus would not eat it, so said our guide. 

Following this we moved to a nearby site where a cheetah had recently made 
its own kill.  While we didn’t witness that event we did see the cheetah with the 
carcass, and how protective it was almost to the point of appearing as a neuro-
sis.  

Our next stop was overlooking the river to watch the wildebeest cross.  At noon 
we decided to return to the camp for lunch and the afternoon off.  It was diffi-
cult driving, and we felt we had already had a satisfying day.

The following day we left camp and drove to Ngorongoro Crater.  Following that 
we would leave the Conservation Area, returning to the real world, and spend 
the night at the Ngorongoro Farm House.  

The top of the crater’s rim is some 2,000 meters above sea level, and so it is 
noticeably cooler.  As one drives down into the crater it warms up.  While there 
are trees on the walls of the crater, there are very few on the plane.  It is largely 
open grassland.  The terrain is different than both the Serengeti and Lake 
Ndutu area. 

This is where we saw the Rhinoceros.  They were far from the road and it took 
my 400mm lens with the 1.5x teleconverter to get a shot.  Our guide said the 
conservation authorities were very protective of these animals and would keep 
them from getting close to the road.

In most of the areas that we visited one does not leave the protection of the 
jeep.  However, in the crater there is a lunch area, on a lake, which is home to 
hippopotamus.  While we had seen these before, it was never so close.  It was 
close enough that the thought did go through my mind that should one of these 
beasts so choose they were well within reach of a human prey.  These animals 
are mean and fast. I took comfort that there were many other people standing 
by the lake shore and certainly there were some I could out run, should the 
need arise.  I positioned myself accordingly.

After a late lunch we started on our way to Ngorongoro Farm House.

We arrived around 5:00 PM.  The Farm House is not really a single house, but it 
is a farm.  The cabins are semi-detached cabins.  Ours was very large, but it 
was a 5 to 10 minute walk from the main lodge.  After settling in we walked to 
the lodge and sat on the patio enjoying the warm, sunny weather.  Later there 
was a Maasai dance, with more jumping, followed by dinner.  

The following day we drove to Arusha, where we met the tour operator for 
lunch at a local out-door restaurant.  After that Simon drove us to the airport 
where we caught our flight to Zanzibar.
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Baboon

GALLERY 2.3 Animals (Landscape)
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Elephant

GALLERY 2.4 The Big “5”
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Maasai Welcome Dance

GALLERY 2.5 The Maasai
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Zebra with Maasai herdsman in the distance

GALLERY 2.6 Other (Portrait)
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Tent at Lake Masek

GALLERY 2.7 Hotels and Incidentals



Zanzibar

We spent two of our three days in Stone Town, the old town of Zanzibar City.  
One day we hired a car and driver and toured to the northern part of the is-
land to Banda uKu and the beach.  On the way, we stopped off at a spice 
farm.

On arrival at Zanzibar airport we were surprised to have to go through a 
passport check; or was it customs.  After collecting our baggage we walked 
towards the exit where we were mobbed by 15-20 taxi drivers all offering 
their service; it was quite startling.    An attendant came over and helped us 
negotiate the deal.  The initial offer was 25,000 shillings (about $16US); we 
replied with 10,000.  After about 10 minutes we settled on 16,000.  It was 

hot, humid and 6,000 shillings didn’t seem worth the time and effort to delay 
arrival at the hotel.  Prior to getting into the cab I confirmed the negotiated 
amount with the drive.  

After about 15 minutes we were at the hotel.  As part of the check-in ritual a 
cool drink is served in the lobby sitting area.  A well-appointed room with 
wicker chairs, a very high ceiling, and fans moving the air.  It might have 
been a scene from Casablanca, without the fatman porting a fez.  

After a few minutes our rooms were ready and our luggage had been taken 
up.  The hotel is small, about 9 rooms on 2 floors.  The top floor hosts the res-
taurant / bar which includes an outdoor patio section.  A glimpse of the 
ocean is visible through the break between the surrounding buildings. 
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It was warm and a cool drink was in order.  As we had travelled a long way that 
day we chose to stay at the hotel for dinner, which turned out to be quite satis-
factory.  

The following day we took a guided tour of Stone Town.  We arranged it 
through the hotel and based on their recommendation we started as early as 
we could (about 8:30 AM) as by 10:00 AM it’s starting to get hot.  

The tour included a few sites, such as the Monument to the Slaves and the Mar-
ket.  But just as important was the walk through the streets and not getting lost.  
The market is big and made up of multiple sections.  There is a section for 
meat, another for fish.  These appear to be the oldest parts of the market and 
are quite rudimentary.  There is a section for fruits and vegetables and another 
for halal chicken.  The market is busy and crowded. The fish and meat market 
came with a good dose of flies; something we in North America are no longer 
used to seeing.  

Posted reviews of these city tours are mixed.  It would be very easy to take a 
map and walk without a guide. The advantage of a guide is is some informa-
tion about each spot (our guide was not very helpful in this regard) and seeing 
the key sites. 

On our last day in Stone Town we returned to the market, got lost a couple of 
times along the way, but eventually made it.  When walking without a guide in 
Stone Town, people will offer help but more often than not will expect some sort 
of tip.  We politely declined these offers; we had no issue getting lost as noth-
ing was really that far away that you could’t walk yourself out of.  

With the heat of the day we moved to the seaside and found ourselves spend-
ing time on the patio of Livingstone’s, the former British Embassy.  It was quiet, 
away from the hustle of the street, with a sea breeze and cool drinks.  

We wanted to explore outside the city so we hired a driver to take us to Banda 
Kuu.   This is a mostly resort area with the beach as the main attraction.  Be-
tween dips in the water, most of our time was spent out of the sun in a covered 
patio looking out onto the ocean.  

On our way to Banda Kuu we stopped off at a spice farm. This tour lasted 
nearly two hours and was quite complete.  We saw many different spices, in-
cluding pepper, cinnamon, and nutmeg. It was more interesting than I had 
thought it would be.  The tour ended in a little outdoor store where one could 
purchase spices and other things.  The prices didn’t appear to be discounted, 
however, I didn’t really know what to expect.  They were sufficiently tolerable 
that I bought a bag of 5 nutmegs.  These will come in handy at Christmas. 

Overall, it was good to get outside the city and see the country side.  If one 
likes lounging on the beach then this was a good choice.  A more active per-
son may find it otherwise.

We like to arrive early at airports; contingency for the unexpected.  At Zanzibar 
airport luggage is X-rayed on entry to the terminal before checking in at the 
ticket counter.  However, the day we arrived the machines were not working so 
luggage was being hand-searched.  There were five lines of people waiting for 
the procedure conducted by 3 or 4 guards.  There was one conductor who 
would point to the line of people to move forward to the search.  Of course the 
conductor would not necessary call all people in a line to come forward and 
interestingly he would not choose the lines in order.  It seemed a random selec-
tion as the criteria were not immediately obvious.  It took us about 30 minutes 
to get through this step.

We arrived at the ticket counter and checked our bags. It was here the bag-
gage handler asked for a tip.  We were warned about these situations and 
were told the way to deal with these situations is to smile and say something 
along the lines of not today, next time.  Regardless, we watched to make sure 
the handler loaded the baggage.

After the ticket counter we had to pay an airport improvement tax, in cash.  Fol-
lowing that we lined up for customs as we were exiting Tanzania for Kenya. Af-
ter that we were free to move to the waiting area.

If flying to Nairobi from Zanzibar try getting a seat on the left (facing front) side 
of the plan.  If it’s a clear day you might get a good view of Mount Kilimanjaro.  
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Darajani Market Stone Town: Fish Market

GALLERY 2.8 Zanzibar (Portrait)



Stone Town: Monument remembering the Slave Trade

GALLERY 2.9 Zanzibar (Landscape)
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EPILOGUE
Epilogue

Overall, the tour was nicely paced, and the sequence was good.  I 
wouldn’t drop any of the sites we visited.

• If we had not had a driver, I would have considered flying back to 
Mombassa.  I would not consider driving it myself.  

• We wondered what the right amount of time on Safari would be.  We 
felt the 5 days was good. The risk of running it longer is it becomes 
repetitive. To mitigate that one might consider slowing the pace and 
only going out for half a day.  Less than 5 days runs the risk of miss-
ing things or suffering an intolerable pace.    The measure of success 
our guide and tour operator used was whether we had seen all the 
big 5.

• We are happy we stayed in Stone Town, not the beach area. While 
our hotel was good, there was Serena Inn located on the beach that 
would have been a better but more expensive choice.

• Having just 3 people in the jeep was nice; it gave us a lot of room to 
switch sides when the car roof was up.  As well our driver was good 
and that made a big difference.  There are the obvious benefits of in-
formation, but the more subtle one is managing the tour itself: optimiz-
ing the route; maintaining a good pace but not rushing; giving every-
one enough time to watch the animals. It was relaxing, not stressful.
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Nairobi to Mombasa by Train

Train Ride

The train is scheduled to depart from Nairobi at 7 PM and arrive the following morning at 10 AM.  Passengers are requested to be at the station by 6:00PM to 
board.  A first class ticket includes a cabin with two berths (fold out), dinner and breakfast.  Tickets  purchased at the station are about $50US. There are serv-
ices which allow you to book online with a surcharge.  Overall the train is clean but well worn; some things don’t work such as our neighboring cabin had no 
power for lights.  The staff were all very friendly and helpful.  The washroom facilities were a hole in the floor.

Overall, my view is it is an experience worth having at least once. While travel by car is faster, the train is less stressful and more scenic.  If you have the time and 
the schedule fits it is worth considering.  If returning to Nairobi, consider flying.

In our case the departure was delayed until about 9:00PM and we did not arrive in Mombasa until about 4:00PM.  After boarding and being shown to our cabins 
we settled in for about 20-30 minutes when we were called for dinner.  While the porter said he would stand watch over the cabins, and I had no doubt that he 
wouldn’t, we did take what few valuables we had brought with us.  

Dinner was a three-course meal; not extravagant but sufficient.  It was served at the table.  Breakfast was also sufficient.  After dinner we returned to our cabin 
and settled in.  The top bunk can be difficult to maneuver, but once there all is good.  There’s a safety net that is intended to protect one from falling out.  

Sunrise is about 6:00AM and then the view begins.  Fortunately or not we had 6 extra hours on the train to watch the view go by, or just as often, a stationary 
view.  Fortunately the kitchen was open so food and beverages were available.  

References:
• Train Booking (searching online will list a number of places offering this service; we purchased our tickets at the station)
• Nairobi-Mombasa Train Service

http://www.kenyatrainbooking.com
http://www.kenyatrainbooking.com
http://www.http://www.seat61.com/Kenya.htm#.U32q4F7vPb8
http://www.http://www.seat61.com/Kenya.htm#.U32q4F7vPb8


Mombasa

Fort Jesus

The Fort is a UNESCO World Heritage Site built by the Portuguese in 1593.  We hired a guide, one who was hovering around the entrance to the site.    He 
charged for the group of us, 5 people, about $20US.  This included a walking tour through the adjacent old town.  The guide certainly added a lot to the tour of 
the Fort and added a comfort level walking in the old town.

References:
• Fort Jesus, Mombasa (UNESCO)
• Fort Jesus (Wikipedia)
 
Old Town

I don’t know that we would have gone into the area had we not been accompanied by a guide. In part because this was our first few days in Kenya so we were 
unsure about safety.  However, a guide was helpful in navigating the route and it was part of the package.  In contrast, I would rank Stone Town, Zanzibar more 
interesting.  

References:
• Old Town Mombasa (UNESCO)
• Old Town Mombasa (Wikipedia)

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1295
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1295
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Jesus
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/883/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/883/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mombasa_Old_Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mombasa_Old_Town


Safari

Lake Manyara

This was the first site we visited while on Safari.  We saw baboons, buffalo, giraffe and others.  Fairly dense woods open up to planes nearer the lake.  We were all 
excited to have our first view of the animals. Our guide correctly referred to this as the hors d’oeuvre. 

References:
• Lake Manyara (Wikipedia)
• Pictures (on Flickr)
 
Serengeti and Seronera Plains

What struck me the most was the number and variety of animals.  Most of the time there was an animal in view.  In February, when we went, large herds of Wilde-
beest covered the landscape.   It was truly awesome.

References:
• Serengeti (UNESCO)
• Serengeti (Wikipedia)
• Pictures (on Flickr)

Lake Ndutu
The terrain here is different than the Serengeti; more trees though not dense forest; hills and the lakes (Ndutu and Masek) with a river joining them. Even though 
there were showers the sights remained fascinating.  It was after the Serengeti, prior to arriving here, that we wondered if the remaining days would offer any inter-
est, but they did.  This is where we saw two kills; one by a lion and the other by a cheetah.

References:
• Pictures (on Flickr)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Manyara
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Manyara
http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Lake%20Manyara
http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Lake%20Manyara
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/156
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/156
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serengeti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serengeti
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Serengeti%20
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Serengeti%20
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Lake%20Ndutu
https://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Lake%20Ndutu


Ngorongoro Crater
Driving down the crater wall into the caldera one is presented with a view of an expansive plane, centred with lake Magadi.  This is where we saw the rhinoc-
eros, the last animal on our list of Big 5.  The terrain is again different from the other two: flat, largely treeless, encircled by the crater wall.  Our guide took us 
to a place where old elephants come to die, because it is here that the grass is tender and easier to eat.  I’d heard about this place, in the Johnny Weiss-
muller Tarzan films, but never thought it really existed.  

References:
• Ngorongoro Crater (Wikipedia)
• Ngorongoro Crater (UNESCO)

Zanzibar
Stone Town
Stone Town itself is an attraction within Zanzibar City. It’s narrow, winding streets are mostly carless.  We visited the Slave Memorial, Darajani Market, and Liv-
ingston’s a pleasant little restaurant/bar on the beach where we enjoyed the cool breeze and similar beverage.  It’s much warmer here, with temperatures 
reaching well into the 30’s C. Hence, most of our touring was completed in the morning, with the afternoon spent by the sea.  

References:
• Stone Town (Wikipedia)
• Stone Town of Zanzibar (UNESCO)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Weissmuller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Weissmuller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Weissmuller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Weissmuller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarzan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarzan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ngorongoro_Conservation_Area
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ngorongoro_Conservation_Area
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/39
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/39
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_Town
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/173
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/173


TOUR OPERATOR & HOTELS
A summary of the hotels by city and the tour operator
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Karatu " Bougainvilla Safari Lodge  
Good dinner, served at table, clean, good-sized individual cabins, well-kept grounds.

Serengeti" Seronera Wildlife Lodge 
Great location in the Serengeti.  Otherwise not of the same caliber as the other hotels we visited.

Masek Lake Masek Tented Camp 
If you would like to camp, but the idea of a little pup tent doesn’t appeal to you then this is the alternative.  It is really a cottage with canvas walls and roof.  
Otherwise it has all the services one would expect: beds, washroom, shower, etc.  You can hear the animals at night. excellent food, beer included.

Karatu Ngorongoro Farm House 
Apparently run by the same people who operate the Masek Tented Camp, it is of similarly high quality.  Beautiful grounds, excellent dinner.  Good-sized 
cabins, but some are about a 5-10 minute walk from the lodge.  If that’s a concern then see if you can get one closer.

Stone Town Kisiwa House 
Good-sized rooms, with air conditioning, in a classic high-ceiling building. A pleasant roof-top restaurant-bar with a glimpse of the ocean is accompanied 
by a cool breeze in the late afternoon.  

Safari

Zanzibar

Safari Guide Mililani Adventures 
The operator can make or break a tour. Mililani did an excellent job; everything went off without a hitch. I’ve been told one should book an African Safari a 
year in advance to ensure you get what you want.  I’m not sure how true that is.  We booked 2 months in advance and got everything we wanted.  All the 
hotels were top-notch excluding Serenera, but event it was not intolerable and a reasonable trade-off for a good location in the middle of the Serengeti 
(meaning little drive-time next morning to get to the animals). We saw the “Big 5” animals, and much more. We didn’t get stuck in the mud, like others.  
There were just three of us, plus the driver, in the jeep which gave us plenty of room.  Our driver / guide, Simon,  was professional, friendly and knowledga-
ble. He established a good pace, not wasting time between spots and not rushing when at a spot watching the animals.   After 3 days we wondered if 5 
days was too much, but in the end every day presented something new and exciting.   

http://www.bougainvillealodge.net
http://www.bougainvillealodge.net
http://www.hotelsandlodges-tanzania.com/properties/en/seronera_index.php
http://www.hotelsandlodges-tanzania.com/properties/en/seronera_index.php
http://www.tanganyikawildernesscamps.com/camps/lakemasektentedcamp/
http://www.tanganyikawildernesscamps.com/camps/lakemasektentedcamp/
http://www.tanganyikawildernesscamps.com/camps/ngorongorofarmhouse/
http://www.tanganyikawildernesscamps.com/camps/ngorongorofarmhouse/
http://www.kisiwahouse.com
http://www.kisiwahouse.com
http://www.milimaniadventure.com
http://www.milimaniadventure.com


TRAVELLING TIPS
A summary of tip, thoughts and observations.
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Taxis and other Services

After collecting our luggage in the airport in Zanzibar we looked for a Taxi.  Exiting the arrival 
area there was a swam of drivers.  We spoke with the agent who said the fare would be 25,000 
Shillings (about 16 CND$).  We said that was too much and offered 10,000.  After about 5-10 
minutes we settled, reluctantly on 16,000 (about 10 $CND).  The agent showed us to the taxi.  
I confirmed with the drive the negotiated fee and he agreed.  

When it was time to return, we asked the hotel to get us a cab.  They too provided an inflated 
price.  We told them 16,000 was what we paid earlier and that was what we were willing to 
pay.  

While we didn’t negotiate the price of the walking tour, in retrospect, I’m sure we could have.  

Airport tips

Certainly we tipped the porter who carried our luggage from cars to gates and vice versa.  In 
Zanzibar the porter remained in line with us for almost 1/2 hour until we reached the gate not 
10 meters away.  However, the baggage handler at the gate asked for a tip to load our lug-
gage and we said next time.  However, we watched to make sure our bags were loaded.  

A friend who travels extensively in Africa advises to avoid saying no, rather say next time, with 
a smile.

Driving

While we took the train from Nairobi to Mombasa, we had a driver take us back to Nairobi.  It 
took us nearly 10 hours to drive the approximately 480km.  In large part this is due to the 
heavy truck traffic and the poor condition of the roads.  It is a two-lane highway with only a few 
passing lanes.  Trucks often gear down to low gear when going up hills, which there are many. 
Each village along the highway is bracketed by speed bumps which is another congestion 
point.  
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Negotiate and Validate

Tips or bribes

Get a driver, avoid driving at night



At night there are no street lights on the highways, and many vehicles have no rear lights. It is 
very dark and difficult to drive.  

WiFi & Power

While on safari each hotel had WiFi, if not in the room, in the lodge.  Power was generally avail-
able, although in the Masek Tent power and Wifi were available only in the lodge (the tents are 
solar powered and have only enough to power the lights in the tent).

The jeep however had a power supply which could be used to charge equipment during the 
day.   

Packing

We were requested by the tour company to keep our luggage to a minimum due to space con-
straints in the jeep.  Most of the jeeps we saw held about 8 people, including the driver.  In our 
case, there was half that so we had a little more room per person.  However, we each carried 
one soft-covered bag / rucksack only.  I carried an extra bag with camera equipment.  Soft-
covered bags are important as they are easier to fit into the limited space of the jeep.

The clothes we packed were all “designed for travel;” meaning if washed in the eventing they 
would be dry in the morning.  This allowed us to pack just a couple sets of clothes on the as-
sumption that we could wash every night or so.  

Another key is to roll the clothes rather than fold them.  This is more space efficient.  Our pack-
ing list included:
• Long sleeved shirts (for protection from the sun)
• Sweater / jacket and pants for cold (the Serengeti is about 1000-1800 meters above sea 

level so it can be cool, especially in the evenings).
• Vest, with lots of pockets, which makes it easier to carry things in the jeep without having to 

go back to retrieve things from luggage.
• Hat, with brim.  Again, this is for protection from the sun.
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The Serengeti can be cool at night, 
even in their summer months (they are 
south of the Equator), meanwhile Zan-
zibar is hot and humid.

No issue

Pack light; use soft-covered luggage

http://www.tilley.com/canada_en/
http://www.tilley.com/canada_en/


• Light-weight hiking shoes.  On safari one rarely gets out of the jeep. Light shoes therefore 
are sufficient.  Some wear sandals. We didn’t.

• Bug spray (DEET) 
• Sunscreen and sun glasses

The Migration

The (wildebeest) migration is on all year.  The herd basically runs in a big circle.  February is a 
good time to go to see the migration as it is calving season.  Expert Africa maps the migration 
path by time of year.  

Camera Equipment

My equipment choices were driven by the safari and that’s what I’ll focus on here as this is 
something new for many.  There a few things to keep in mind:
• It’s dusty in the jeep so protect your gear.
• The jeep can get surprisingly close to many of the animal (e.g., lions, wildebeest, zebra, gi-

raffe, cheetah) but not all (e.g., hippopotamus, rhinoceros, leopards) so while a big zoom is 
nice to have you can still get great shots without.  

I carried two full-frame camera bodies, with the following prime lenses: 18mm; 28mm; 50mm; 
90mm; 200mm; 400mm. I also have a 1.5x extender for the 200 and 400mm lenses.

As well, I carried a micro 4/3 with a 90-400mm (equivalent) zoom, a point-and-shoot, an 
iPhone and an iPad Mini. I brought these for those situations where I thought pulling out my 
full-frame may be inappropriate or unsafe.  That never happened.  

On safari, one full-frame was mounted with a 50mm and the other alternated between the 200 
and 400mm.  The 50mm served as my wide angle.  I changed lenses only when the jeep had 
stopped and the dust settled.  I used the extender only three times, but given its small size 
there was really little cost in bring it so it was worth while.  It enabled me to catch: a leopard in 
a tree; elephants at some distance; a pair of rhinoceros.
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It all needs to fit into carry-on.

http://www.expertafrica.com
http://www.expertafrica.com


I carried a beanbag; no tripods in the jeep.  It worked out really well; better than a tripod.  Just 
ask people to stay still while shooting.

All equipment, bodies, and lenses, where stored sealed in ziplock plastic bags in my camera 
bag, which was zipped closed, until needed.  Dust.  

Statistics on lens usage: 
• Number of pictures taken on Safari: 2461
• Number of pictures with micro 4/3: 561
• Number of pictures with iPad mini: 42
• Number of picture with iPhone: 126
• Number of pictures with full-frames: 1732

• with 18mm: 0
• with 28mm: 0
• with 50mm: 431
• with 90mm: 17
• with 200mm: 930
• with 400mm: 353

Landscapes where shot at either f/16 or f/22 (which ever the lens supported).  For the “por-
traits” where possible I shot wide open.  The Maasai shots were all shot with my 50mm at 
f/0.95.

We were fortunate that most of the days were cloudy, thus the light was fairly even.  

The jeep was very often able to get within a few meters of the subject and therefore I was able 
to use my 200mm significantly more than the 400mm.  

The control on how much equipment I could bring was in the size of the camera bag.  My main 
bag has to be taken as carry on and therefore needs to fit under the seat.  I also carry a shoul-
der bag which airport checkin treat as a purse (equal rights).  It can carry one full-frame body 
and 3 or 4 lenses. 
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Observing other travellers I can confirm there is a wide range of equipment out there, includ-
ing a surprising number of iPhones.  I got some great wide-angle shots myself with that equip-
ment.  It looked like there were many who carry more equipment than I did, but I’m not able to 
comment on how they over-came the space constraints.  

Vaccinations

Travelling to this part of the world requires vaccinations and other preventative measures.  At 
the time of our visit, both Kenya and Tanzania required a Yellow Fever shot.  We also took ma-
laria pills, Hepatitis A&B, and Ducoral.  All other vaccinations one normally gets were up to 
date. The best bet is to check with the Kenyan and Tanzanian Government web sites for re-
quirements and the Center for Decease Control

Visas

Visas can be purchased in advance, either through the embassy or through travel services 
(who will add a service fee).  But they can also be bought on entry, which is what we did. No 
credit card, cash (US$) only. Make sure you’re in the right line.  We waited about 20-30 min-
utes.  

As we were travelling from Kenya to Tanzania and then back to Kenya we had applied for a 
multiple entry visa into Kenya.  However, the customs agent said a single entry visa was satis-
factory for travel between these two countries.  Nevertheless, it is best to check. 

Cash

Where the hotels were not prepaid, credit cards were accepted.  Up-scale restaurants usually 
accepted credit cards.  Elsewhere we paid in local currency.  

Visas, airport taxes, and the safari driver’s tip were paid in US dollars.  One needs to use re-
cently issued currency.  When we travelled in 2014, currency dated 2008 or later was re-
quested.  The bills needed to be in good condition and not ripped.  Lower denominations 
were preferred if paying locals; although we did carry some $100 bills.  
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Check government websites for current 
requirements

They can be purchased on entry. 
Check government websites for current 
prices

US$ should be recent issue, clean, get 
a mix of denominations

http://www.dukoralcanada.com
http://www.dukoralcanada.com
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/list/?s_cid=cdc_homepage_topmenu_003
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/list/?s_cid=cdc_homepage_topmenu_003


Safety

We didn’t experience any safety concerns.  However, a visit to government travel advisories 
will tell a more bleak story (Kenya, Tanzania).  It is important to use judgment and live within 
ones own level of tolerance before travelling to this part of the world.  Conditions can change 
quite rapidly.  

In the larger cities, such as Nairobi, Mombassa and Zanzibar City (less so) there is a visible 
security presence.  These guards are usually armed with automatic weapons.  At shopping 
malls in Nairobi, there are vehicle checks as well people need to walk through metal detectors 
on entry. 

When driving outside the cities is it not uncommon to come across security checks on the 
road.  They are usually quick and uneventful.  Take them with a smile.  

Having said all that, everyone we met was very friendly and helpful.  

Travel to Kenya / Tanzania

We flew from Toronto with KLM via Amsterdam to Nairobi.  The flight was two 8 hour segments.  
The lay-over going was about 1 1/2 hours.  On return it was 7 hours.  Had the weather been 
more favorable we would have taken a train into the city.

Travel in-country 

Traffic in the cities is generally very heavy and slow.  Nairobi is a disaster area.  

The inter-city highways we experienced were mostly two lane.  The road between Nairobi and 
Mombasa was particularly bad with heavy traffic, major potholes and speed bumps on entry 
and exit to each village enroute. The road between Nairobi and Arusha, on the other hand was 
quite satisfactory; little traffic and the road was in good shape.  

On safari, the major roads are gravel; the minor roads can be dirt.  Dirt is dusty when dry, and 
treacherous when wet (it turns to mud).
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Check government travel advisories 
and judge based on your own comfort 
level

Heavy traffic in larger cities, mixed 
road conditions outside of cities.

http://travel.gc.ca/destinations/kenya
http://travel.gc.ca/destinations/kenya
http://travel.gc.ca/destinations/tanzania
http://travel.gc.ca/destinations/tanzania


We took two local flights, one from Arusha to Zanzibar; the second from Zanzibar to Nairobi.  
The airports in Arusha and Zanzibar are small, and when we were there they were crowded.  
Leave plenty of time. When we arrived in Zanzibar the X-ray equipment was not working so all 
luggage was being hand searched.  

We booked our flights via the internet.  Finding direct flights can be a challenge depending on 
the route; spend a little time searching for options.  It is advisable to confirm the viability, if pos-
sible, of the selected airline.  A search on Google may come up with some financial news.  
Flight cancellation insurance is a reasonable precaution.  

Photography

Only one time were we asked to not take pictures, and that was in a shopping mall in Nairobi.  
The guard was polite and he asked me to delete the picture I had taken.  I complied. 

I generally don’t take pictures of police officers, security guards or people carrying guns. 

The unexpected

There were a few surprises, mostly positive:

• In Stone Town I was surprised how well dressed everyone was.  

• The hotels and food on safari were better than expected

• On safari, it was warm during the day, but quite cool at night.  A jacket or sweater is advised.  
This was not the case on the coast where the temperatures were in the mid 30s C with high 
humidity (closer to my expectations)

• There really is a place where old elephants go to die.  

• $40US per person departure tax leaving Zanzibar.  

• The number of animals on the Serengeti, while it might have been expected, seeing it con-
firmed remains amazing.  
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The things that make a trip memora-
ble!



REFERENCES
Resources we use.
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500px and Flickr
Provides photographs from around the world

Expert Africa
Plots the migration path of the wildebeest

CIA World Fact Book
Provides basic facts about a country

Hertha.com
Our web site. Check the Travel Log entry in the menu

Hotel.com and Booking.com
Hotel reviews

One Bag 
Provides advice on packing

Subway Maps
Subway maps from around the world.

Travel Advisories: Canada; United States; UK; Australia; 
Government travel advice and warnings.  I use several as different 
governments offer a different perspectives.

Tripadvisor
Provides a broad range of travel information and reviews

UNESCO
Provides a list of World Heritage Sites around the world

Wikiloc
Provides a list of hiking trails around the world

Wikipedia
Provides broad background information on many subjects

Wikitravel
Provides information geared to the traveller on many locations 

Photography in Africa
A guide to the equipment and technique. There several other refer-
ences as well, including:
• Elliot Neep Wildlife Photography
• 10 Tips to Photograph An African Safari

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
What vaccinations are required
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http://www.500px.com/
http://www.500px.com/
http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.expertafrica.com/tanzania/info/serengeti-wildebeest-migration
http://www.expertafrica.com/tanzania/info/serengeti-wildebeest-migration
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.hertha.com/
http://www.hertha.com/
http://www.hertha.com/travel-log/
http://www.hertha.com/travel-log/
http://www.hotel.com/
http://www.hotel.com/
http://www.booking.com/
http://www.booking.com/
http://www.onebag.com
http://www.onebag.com
http://www.amadeus.net/home/new/subwaymaps/en/index.htm
http://www.amadeus.net/home/new/subwaymaps/en/index.htm
http://travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories
http://travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html
https://www.gov.uk/how-the-foreign-commonwealth-office-puts-together-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/how-the-foreign-commonwealth-office-puts-together-travel-advice
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/zw-cgi/view/Advice/
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/zw-cgi/view/Advice/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
http://www.wikiloc.com/wikiloc/home.do
http://www.wikiloc.com/wikiloc/home.do
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://wikitravel.org/en/Main_Page
http://wikitravel.org/en/Main_Page
http://people.csail.mit.edu/fredo/Photos/Tanzania/Tanzania_notes.htm
http://people.csail.mit.edu/fredo/Photos/Tanzania/Tanzania_notes.htm
http://www.elliottneep.com/#!/p/gear-guide-safari
http://www.elliottneep.com/#!/p/gear-guide-safari
http://digital-photography-school.com/10-tips-to-photograph-an-african-photographic-safari
http://digital-photography-school.com/10-tips-to-photograph-an-african-photographic-safari
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/tanzania
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/tanzania

