
 

Using a Mac with The Tarn Group's Software 

INTRODUCTION 
It’s critical that you get the appropriate hardware to meet your requirements.   

Some people like Mac hardware so the purpose of this document is to help you get the hardware you need.  

We suggest you print it out and work with your electronics supplier to get the components. 

The hardware specified in this document will meet the needs of the majority of our customers who want to 

analyse fast motion from 1 or 2 cameras at once. 

Disclaimer 
Due to the large number of hardware manufacturers and the constantly evolving technology we recommend 

wherever possible you trial your hardware setup prior to purchase. The Tarn Group accepts no liability for 

purchases based on our recommendations. 

APPLICABLE SOFTWARE 
• Pro 8  

• PnO Clinical Movement Data 

• Dialed in Motion Running  

• Dialed in Motion Cycling 

OPERATING SYSTEM 
You must run the software in Windows 7, 8.1 or 10.  In order to do that you need to run Apple Bootcamp 

(free) to set up the computer to accept Windows and then load a valid copy of Windows 7, 8.1 or 10 onto it. 

This process is not hard if you know what you are doing and it is well documented on the web (search Google 

for ‘How do I install Windows on a Mac?’).  However, it can go very wrong and as you are dealing with 

operating systems we strongly recommend professional assistance for this process. 

Virtual environments like Parallels and VMWare are not supported.   

HARDWARE 

Camera(s) 
You need a camera capable of delivering HDMI output at one of 60p, 50p, 60i, 50i, 30p, 25p formats. The 

Panasonic V250 and V550 camcorders are examples of good options.  

Screen/Monitor  
A minimum of 1440 x 900 but 1920 x 1080/1200 is strongly recommended.   

NOTE: Resolutions greater than this, such as those used in 4K ultra-high definition monitors, can cause 

display issues and problems with using the record analysis feature in Pro8.  There are work-arounds available 

but as the video quality isn’t enhanced with these higher resolutions, these types of ultra-high definition 

monitors are best avoided. 



 

Camera Mount 
It is preferable to mount your camera on something like a tripod or wall bracket.  No matter how steady you 

are, hand-held video is never as good as video recorded using a stable base. 

A Single HD Video Capture Computer 
Note: Always check to see if there are enough Thunderbolt ports for your needs, Apple changes the port 

configuration frequently.  

 
 

 
This option will let you capture one HD video 
stream at a resolution of 1920 x 1080 at 50/60 
frames per second. 

iMac 21.5” 
You need to get the most expensive one and 
upgrade it to the fastest i7 processor and 
upgrade it to an SSD drive to be auto capture 
one HD feed. 

 iMac 27” 
If you get the non-Retina one and upgrade it to an 
SSD drive you will be able capture one HD video 
feed. 
 
 

A Single or Dual HD Video Capture Computer 
Note: Always check to see if there are enough Thunderbolt ports for your needs, Apple changes the port 

configuration frequently.  

 
 

This option will let you capture one or two HD 
video stream at a resolution of 1920 x 1080 at 
50/60 frames per second. 

MacBook Pro 13” 
If you get the most expensive one you 
will be able to capture one HD feed.  If 
you get the most expensive one and 
upgrade it to the fastest i7 processor you 
will be able to capture 2 HD streams at 
once. 

 MacBook Pro 15” 
You could get either one and capture single 
HD video but you would need to upgrade 
either one to the fastest i7 processor to be 
able to capture 2 HD streams at once. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Capture Device(s) 
Your device(s) for a Mac is a BlackMagic Ultrastudio Mini 
Recorder for Thunderbolt.   

You must use one capture device per camera and you 
must only use the device specified here, other options 
are not supported. 
  

Thunderbolt: BlackMagic Ultrastudio Mini Recorder 

for Thunderbolt. 

HDMI Cable(s) 
Close  If your camera is going to be less than about 2m (7’) 

from the computer you can use just one cable.  For 

most camcorders (check your camera’s HDMI port 

first), it needs to be a smaller Male Type A at one end 

(goes into the camera) and a normal Male Type C at the 

other (goes into the capture device).  An example is 

shown in the image to the right. 

 
 

Far  If your camera is going to be between about 2m (7’) and 15m (50’) from the computer you 

will need to use two cables per camera as it’s not easy to buy long cables that are 

configured like the short cable option outlined above. 

 • Cable 1 for most camcorders (check your camera’s 

HDMI port first) will be a short (2m or 6’) extension 

cable and has the smaller Male Type A plug at one 

end (goes into the camera) and a normal Female 

Type C plug at the other (goes into the long cable).  

An example of an HDMI extension cable is shown in 

the image to the right. 
 

 • Cable 2 will be normal Male Type C at either end.  

One plug will go into the extension cable shown 

above the other end goes into the capture device. 

These cable can be up to 15 meters long.  An 

example of a standard HDMI cable is shown in the 

image to the right.  

Very Far There are cost effective options for extending the distance between the computer and the 

camera to over 30m (100 feet).  Please contact support@thetarngroup.com for more 

information on these. 

Lighting 
If you are outside during the day then that will usually be fine as long as you don’t film looking into the sun.  

If you are inside we recommend you follow the guidelines on our support site at  

http://support.siliconcoach.com  and in the Quickstart section look for the How do I get better video 

resource.  
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